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The Hiftory of France, from the Acceffion of Henry the Third; 
to the Death of Louis the Fourteenth. Preceded by a View of 
the Civil, Military, and Political State of Europe, between 
the Middle, and the Clofe of the Sixteenth Century. By Na- 
thaniel William Wraxall. Vols.I. If. III, 4to. 3/. 3s. 
Boards. Cadell and Davies. 1795. 


THE plan of Mr. Wraxall in this work is to give a Hiftory of 
Franee from the acceflion of Henry III. to the death of 
Louis XIV. Of this plan, which is intended to be comprifed in 
fix volumes, the firft three alone are at prefent executed: they 
carry us to the end of the reign of Henry FV. In prefenting 
to the public the hiftory of a country, which vicinity, and the 
relations that for a number of centuries have fubfifted between 
us, have rendered familiar to the minds of moft Englifhmen, 
it is natural to inquire upon what peculiar ground of novelty 
or of tntereft the author has built his expectations of render- 
ing his work attra€tive to the cultivated reader. This quef- 
tion Mr. Wraxall is well prepared to anfwer, by acquainting 
us, that his objeét has been, ‘ not fo much to relate the feries 
of political faéts in the reigns he has given, as to delineate 
the genius, fpirit, and character of the French nation during 
that period ;’ and thofe who are acquainted with his former 
refearches into the domeftic hiftory of the houfe of Valois, 
in which an acquaintance is difplayed with many authors not 
within the ufual track of reading, and with his agreeable 
manner of writing, will not doubt his acquitting himfelf with 
honour of the tafk. It is ufual with hiftorians, inftead of 
plunging abruptly into the period of which they treat, to re- 
frefh the memory of the reader by a flight fketch of the fitua- 
tion of the different powers conneéted with their fubje@ ; 
but Mr. Wraxall has extended this introduétion to a very un- 
ufual length; the whole of the firft volume being preliminary. 
It contains a retrofpective view of the hiftory and general fyf- 
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tem of all the different ftates of Europe, between the middle 
and the conclufion of the fixteenth century. This part is very 
agreeably written ; it is clear, concife, yet far from dry; and 
induces a with that the author had made a feparate objeé of 
this general /hiftory, and continued it to fome proper epoch ; 
for we confefs we are doubtful of its pe: Be an introduc- 


tion. If, in writing a hiftory of two reigns of France, (and the 
prefent publication ‘is no more) the reader is to be fuppofed 
fo ignorant of the general ftate of Europe, as to require one 
third of the work to be employed in introduétion, a perfon 
who fhould write a hiftory of Germany would find equal oc- 
cafion for the fame information ; and again for the hiftory of 
Spain, and fo on till we fhould be fatigued with endlefs repe- 
tition. Neverthelefs the introductory volume is very. well 
wortlf attention; we only regret that it is not more of a 
whole. Though it profeffes only to begin the account from 
the middle of the fixteenth century, it-often takes it up much 
higher; and the chapters devoted to Portugal, Tufcany, and 
Venice, are particularly interefting, as they contain all the 
brilliant period of thofe ftates. The fketch of the Ottoman 
empire likewife exhibits it in the meridian. of ,its ftrength and 
glor under Solyman H. ‘We fhall not, howevet, attempt to 
elect any extracts from’ this introductory part, but pafs on 
to the fecond volume, which commences the Hiftory of France 
€nder the reign of Henry III. The character of this prince, 
who belied all the promifes of his eatly youth, is delineated 
with accuracy and fpirit ; but is lefs interefting than the events 


of his reign, agitated as it was by the ambition of the Guifes, . 


and fhaken by the Storms of religious fury. But the order of 
hiftorical events is only a fecondary obje& in Mr. Wraxall’s 
plan; the far greater part of the volume being devoted to a 
delineation of the manners and {tate of the age under the dif- 
ferent heads of conftitution and government, finances, com- 
merce, ftate of the church, of literature, of fociety, pi€ture 
of the court, various particulars of domeftic life, tourna- 
ments, aftrology, characteriftic vices and virtues, &c. This 
is that part of the work in which the curious reader will find 
the greateft fund of entertainment, as it is that which requir- 
ed the various reading of Mr. Wraxall to collec together ; 
for, as he truly fays, thefe particulars ‘can only be found in 
the moft patient and laborious perufal, or inveftigation of al- 
moft all the contemporary writers in every branch of fcience 
or polite letters.’ Of thefe we fhall lay before our readers a 
few extracts. The abufes of the farmers-general were come 
to fuch an height, that— 


‘ In 1577, Henry the Third was fo egregioufly defrauded, that 
from 
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from taxes which produced twelve millions of livres, only eight 
hundred thoufand ever entered the treafury. The greater part of 
the farmers were not natives, but Florentines and Savoyards, who 
glutted themfelves with wealth, and ufually returned to {pend it in 
their own country. Catherine of Medecis, herfelf an Italian, had 
contributed exceedingly to {pread the diforder, by employing fo- 
reigners, as receivers or collectors of the revenue. So lucrative 
was the occupation, that people of all defcriptions, noblemen, 
ladies, and members of the council, contrived to exercife it, and 
to participate in the general plunder. They were multiplied under 
Henry the Third, to fuch a degree, that Tavannes eftimates them 
at thirty thoufand. To render the calamity irremediable, they were 
accuftomed to purchafe of the king the new taxes, as foon as they 
came out, and to advance the money which it was calculated they 
might produce. But, as a recompence for prompt payment, ‘the 
farmers feldom laid down more than a fourth, and often nota 
fixth part of the fum, levied by the impofition on the people. We 
may fee in the Memoirs of Sully, a lift of the perfons who were 
concerned and interefled in the tax upon falt, in 1585. The name 
of the duchefs of Joyeufe, fifter to Louifa, wife of Henry the 
Third, is the firft; and ftands for no lefs a fum, than feventy-five 
thoufand crowns. The aggregate amount of the money, thus ad- 
vanced upon the mortgage of the duty on falt, exceeds a million, 
fix hundred thoufand crowns. Villeroi mentions as a fact well, 
known, that two pecuniary edicts, obtained of Henry the Third by 
his favourites, were fold immediately afterwards to the financiers, 
for the fum of twelve thoufand, and twelve thoufaud five hundred 
crowns. The former produced fifty thoufand; and the ment iixty 
thoufand crowns. 

Such was the facility and criminal prodigality of Henry the Third, 
that he did not bluth to create taxes, which were exclufively meant to 
enrich his minions and fervants. “ It was common,” fays Villee 
roi, “ to fee ladies, gentlemen, even yalets, and perfons. of the 
vileft defcription, fhamelefsly purfuing the verification of edi¢ts 
which they had obtained; foliciting their publication ; recommend- 
ing them as produétive, and calling them their edi&s.” Abufes 
could hardly be carried to a more aftonifhing point of indecency 
and enormity. The treafurers, who had the power of diftributing, 
and apportioning the taxes, or impofitions, throughout the kinge 
dom, committed equal violations of juftice. In order to fpare 
fome villages, of which they, or their immediate relations and 
friends, were the proprietors, they exacted unequal and fevere cone 
tributions from others, to the oppreffion of the inferior claffes of 
people. Numbers of wretched peafants, unable to pay the fums 
thus demanded, were thrown into dungeons, and devoured by ver+ 
min, or confumed by difeafe.’ Vol. ii r. 231. 
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The ftates general and the parliaments were the great bul- 
warks again{t the. power of the crown: but the former were 
feldom convoked, and the latter were liable to continual in- 
fults;. yet in the worft of times they occafionally exhibited 
marks of {pirit worthy of a better conftitution. Before the 
. time of Francis I. the French had fcarcely any permanent 
troops; and till his time the infantry were neglected and de- 
{pifed— 


* Nothing could be more grotefque and favage than the drefs and 
appearance of the antient foot foldiers under Charles the Eighth, 
in 1495. They wore their hair long and floating on their fhoulders, 
in order to encreafe the fierceneis of their afpeét; together with 
fhirts, which had large hanging fleeves, and which they continued 
to wear for feveral months, without wafhing. It was a diftinétive 
mark of their profeiiion to go without ftoekings, or, at leaft, with 
one leg bare. Even the officers and captains adhered to this badge 
of the infantry. They commonly carried their ftockings tied, or 
hanging at their girdles. As late as the time of Henry the Second, 
in 1552, when the foot foldiers were dreffed and difciplined in a 
much fuperior manner, it was cuftomary for the officers and pri- 
vate men to cut their ftockings at the knee, when going to the affault 
of a town. As their drefs from the waift to the ankle, confifted 
only of one piece, it facilitated their {caling a wall, or mounting a 
breach.’ Vol, ii. P. 237. 


Before and during the civil wars, the want of regular pay 
was fupplied by the opportunity of plunder, amd the emolument 
ef ranfoms, which were fo lucrative that the prifoners were 
frequently taken out of the hands of the common foldiers ; the 
officers or the general purchafing them for a fmall fum, and 
difpofing of them for very large ones. Philibert and Emanue? 
got a great deal by this traffic. “To conceal their rank and 
quality, was frequently attempted by prifoners. 


¢ Monfieur de Bangé (fays Ambrofe Paré) brother to the count 
de Martigues, had been made prifoner by two Spanifh foldiers, at 
Terouenne, in 1553. Vaudeville, governor of Gravelines, having 
feen him, conceived an opinion that he was a man of rank. To 
fatisfy himfelf on a point of fuch importance, he caufed Baugé’s 
ftockings to be taken off; and remarking that his focks were neat, 
and his feet extremely clean, he became confirmed in his origina - 
apprehenfion. He, therefore, purchafed him of the two foldiers, for 
fifteen crowns; who, being unable to maintain their prifoner, and 
ignorant of his quality, gladly accepted the fum offered, Baugé 
ftudioufly concealed his name and condition, and patiently endured. 
every hardfhip; fleeping on ftraw, and fubfifting on bread and 
water. Vandeville foon aftcrwards tranfmitted to him a lift of the 
French 
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French killed at the capture of Hefdin by the Spaniards; and on 
reading his brother's name among them, his grief furmounted his 
prudence. He burft into involuntary tears and exclamations, which 
were heard by his guards; who no fooner difcovered the connexion 
between him and the count de Martigues, than they apprized Vau- 
deville of the value of his prize. By order of that officer, Baugé 
was immediately removed to an apartment hung with tapeftry ; hé 
was ferved with delicacy, and feven thoufand five hundred crowns 
were demanded for his ranfom. On his pleading inability to raife 
fo confiderable a fum, Vaudeville obferved, that it was poffible he 
might not procure his freedom at a price fo reafonable; and the 
event juftified the prediétion. Mary, queen of Hungary, gover- 
nefs of the Low Countries, and the duke of Savoy, having been 
informed that a perfon of his quality was in Vaudeville’s poffeffion, 
they difpatched a meflenger to him, to command that Baugé fhould 
be forthwith delivered up to them ; adding, that the morfel was too 
large for him, ‘and that he had captives futficient befides. Baugé’s 
ranfom was immediately raifed to twenty thoufand crowns.’ Vol, 
li, P. 254. 


The following picture of Paris fhows how far the occafion- 
al magnificence of that age was from the permanent conve- 
niences and elegant luxuries of fucceeding ones— 


* The French metropolis, at the clofe of Henry the Third’s 
reign, was divided into fixteen wards or quarters, and was princi- 
pally built on the northern bank of the Seine, and in the ifland of 
“Notre Dame.” It had not yet.made any confiderable progrefs to 
the fouth of the river, where the “ Fauxbourg St. Germain” is now 
fituated. Strong walls, flanked with large towers, furrounded the 
city ; and the keys of the gates were depofited in the hands of the 
mynicipal magiftrates, who took efpecial care that they fhould be 
carefully Qhut every evening. The citizens were regularly enrolled, 
difciplined, and accuitomed to the ufe and exercife of arms; they 
ele@ed their own military officers; had their places of affembling, 
their banners, and their watch words. If not formidable from their 
fkill, they were ftill refpeétable from their numbers, In general, 
the ftreets were fo narrow, that it was eafy to leap from the tops of 
the houfes on one fide, to thofe on the other; and it was a common 
paftime, during the carnival, for the young nobility to divert them- 
felves by this hazardous amufement. That the principal ftreets 
were paved, is undoubted ; fince we find that, at the preparations 
niade for celebrating the unfortunate tournament in which Henry 
the Second was killed by Montgomery, in June 1559, the ftreet 
*‘ Saint Antoine”? was unpaved, converted into lifts, and adorned 
with theatres and triumphal arches. Other proofs of this fact might 
be adduced: but the dirt and filth were notwithftanding fuch, as 
to render all paffage exceedingly difficult, and to contribute, in ap 
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eminent degree, to the peftilential and malignant diftempers, by 
which the capital was frequently defolated. In 1583, Montjofieu, 
a man of talents, and peculiarly fkilled in mechanics, undertook 
the execution of a plan which he had formed, for cleanfing the 
ftreets; but the expence fo much exceeded the eftimate made by 
him, that in endeavouring to accomplifh it, he confiderably im- 
paired his own private fortune. At all the corners, were fixed 
heavy chains, commonly faftened and fealed; but, which could 
be, at the fhorteft warning, ftretched acrofs; and by the addition 
of barrels filled with earth, they formed a barricado infurmountable 
to infantry or cavalry. Henry the Third experienced the formida- 
ble nature of thefe barriers, at the infurrection of the Parifians, in 
May, 1588. The private houfes were conftructed with falley ports, 
which rendered them more tenable and defenfible againft an armed 
force: On the other hand, the Baftile might be regarded at once, 
as the citadel of Paris, and as a prifon of ftate. It was ftrong; 
and the treachery alone of Tetu, who commanded in it, produced 
its furrender to the duke of Guife, immediately after the king’s 
flight from the metropolis, Ornano had offered to maintain it, 
againft all the forces of the league.’ Voi. ii. Pp. 282. 


The. Louvre itfelf was rather a fortrefs than a palace. It was 
compofed of towers conftructed in the Gothic tafte, furround~ 


ed with a wide and deep ditch, acrofs which the entrance lay 
through vaft gates, conftantly guarded by archers. The palace 
of the Tuilleries was built by Catharine de’ Medici, and was the 
firft building beyond the Alps on the models of ancient Greece. 
The Pont Neuf was built by Charles IX; he wanted to have 
called it Pont aux Pleurs, from his favourite Quelus being 
killed on that day it was begun. The ferocity of the age, and 
particularly the cruelties exercifed between the Catholics and 
Proteftants, almoft exceed belief; and it is a moft melancholy 
proof of the perverfion of the human mind, that their zeal 
for religion, which was carried almoft to frenzy, did not feem 
to have the f{malleft influence in purifying their morals. Of 
the ftate of medicine, the following anecdote is recorded— 


* We can fcarcely believe, that the preparation and ingredients of 
gunpowder were confidered as poifonous ; and that it was univerfally 
cuftomary, in. order to deterge and cleanfe the wounds, caufed by 
fire-arms, to apply to them boiling oil. John de Vigo, a celebrated 
phyfician, whofe writings and opinions were received as oracular 
and infallible, had recommended this pernicious application, pre- 
vious to every other dreffing or digeftive. Paré ingenuoufly con- 
feffes, that, fubdued and awed by fo high an authority, he pur- 
fued it ; and it was only from the failure of a fupply of oil in the 
camp, that he was compelled to fubittitute a lefs deftru€tive appli- 
Cation....‘* Yet terrified,” fays he, “ at my own boldnefs, in thus 
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venturing to deviate from the received mode of practice; and ap- 
prehenfive, that I fhould find the patients, whofe wounds I had 
not cauterized by the ufe of boiling oil, dead of poifon ; I was un- 
able to fleep, and I rofe from my bed, at an early hour, to vifit 
them. But, beyond my hopes, I found thofe, to whom, from ne- 
ceflity, I had adminiftered a digeftive of a milder nature, compofed 
of the yolk of eggs, oil of rofes, and turpentine, free from pain, 
inflammation, or tumours, having repofed well during the night. 
On the contrary, the perfons, whofe wounds had been wafhed with 
hot oil, were in a ftate of fever, with violent fymptoms of every 
kind. From that time, I refolved never more to burn thus cruelly 
the poor wretches, afflicted with gun-fhot wounds.” Vol. ii, 


P. 349. 


The hiftory of French literature, under the princes of the 
houfe of Valois, deferves notice; they were all encouragers 
of genius. Marot and Ronfard were the favourites of Francis 
I. and Henry II. Rabelais and Montaigne are not only ftill 
famous, but ftill read. In the account of the drefs of the 
times, we meet with the following picture of the effeminate 


Henry IlI.— 


‘ The hat, decorated with feathers, and precious ftones, worn 
by Francis the Firft, was converted into a bonnet, or cap, by Henry 
the Second and his two fucceffors. Henry the Third fubitituted 
in its place, the Italian “ toque,” or turban ; not only as a more 
effeminate ornament, but in the view of more effectually conceal- 
ing his want of hair. It was compofed of velvet, adorned with 
jewels, and faftened or bound over one ear, leaving the other ex- 
pofed, in which was hung a pearl or diamond. When Sully was 
fent by the king of Navarre, in,1587, to treat with that infatuated 
and diffolute prince, he was prefented by Villeroy to him, at St. 
Maur, near Paris, “I found him,” fays Sully, “ in his clofet, a 
{word by his fide, a fhort cloak on his fhoulders, his little turban 
on his head; and about his neck, in form of a fcarf, was hung a 
bafket, fuch as the venders of cheefe ufe, in which there were two 
or three little dogs, not larger than my fift,” Vol. ii. Pp. 392, 


In another place we are told that— 


* He did not blufh to appear commonly in the ftreets of his own 
capital, playing with a “ Bilboquet.” ‘The fathion became gene- 
ral: Joyeufe and Epernon imitated their mafter; and in a fhort 
time, all the gentlemen, pages, and even domeftics, were feen 
every where, in public, with the fame appendage. It muft be owned, 
that if rebellion was ever venial, it might plead fome excufe, when 
provoked by fuch profufion, folly, and abufe of power, De Thou 
himfelf affures us, that the king expended above twelve thoufand 
pounds annually, in the fingle article of little dogs; befides the 
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fums confumed on monkeys, parroquets, and other animals.- The 
ball given by him to the Englifh ambaffadors, in 1585, coft him ten 
thoufand crowns. Two years afterwards, at Epernon’s nuptials, 
he danced in public, with every~indication of mirth, while, at his 
waift hung a large chaplet of ivory fkulls. Like Heliogabalus, he 
affected the ornaments and drefs of a woman. The accounts given 
us by Dion and Herodian, of the indecent appearance of the Syrian 
emperor of Rome, were realized by the French monarch, In 1577, 
he commonly frequented public entertainments, in a female attire ; 
his doublet open, and his bofom bare ; with a necklace of pearls, 
and three little capes, as they were then worn by the ladies of the 
court.’ Vol, ii. r. 431. 


Watches were not common till the latter end of the fix- 
teenth century, and were worn hanging about the neck. The 
chief articles of furniture were beds, tapeftry, and carpets ; 
but while thefe were of the richeft and moft fumptuous mate- 
rials, chairs were not known ; they fat round the room on 
coffers or benches. Among the minuter circumftances of 
manners, it may be amufing to the ladies to know, that the 
pad was ufed in the time of Henry IIL. and it was efteemed 
a cover for licentioufnefs. The magnificence and variety of 
the diverfions of that age is perhaps nearly equal to any that 
fucceeded it. 


‘ In delicacy of conception, and even in the fplendor of their 
execution, it may be pronounced that they were not greatly inferior 
to the boafted pageants of Louis the Fourteenth, given near a cen- 
tury afterwards, As early as 1549, at the public entry of Henry 
the Second into Lyons, games, in imitation of the gladiatorial, and 
naval fpectacles of the Romans, were prefented to that monarch. 
We may fee.in the Memoirs of Margaret of Valois, how fuperb, 
and how varied were the entertainments, imagined by Catherine of 
Medecis, to divert the leifure, and to enliven the interview of her 
daughter, Elizabeth, queen of Spain, at Bayonne, in 1565. She 
chofe for the fcene of one of her moft fumptnous feftivals, the 
Jittle ifland in the river Bidaffoa, which feparates the kingdoms of 
France and Spain ; afterwards rendered memorable by the peace of 
the Pyrenees, in the fucceeding century, between Louis the Four- 
teenth, and Philip the Fourth, Tables were difpofed for the cour- 
tiers and nobility, male and female; that of the royal family, under 
a canopy, at one extremity .of the apartment, being raifed above 
the others by an afcent of four fteps, compofed of turf. Compa- 
nies of fhepherdeffes, dreffed in cloth of gold and fattin, and ha- 
bited according to the drefles of the varios French provinces, 
waited on the guefts. They then performed the dances of their 
refpective countries, in an adjoining meadow. On their paflage, 
ky water, from Baydnne to the mouth of the Bidaffoa, the {plendid 
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barges, in which the king, the queen-mother, and other attendants _ 
embarked, were accompanied, or furrounded by marine deities, 
finging and reciting verfes in honour of the occafion.. The ban- 
quet was terminated by a “ballet” of nymphs and fatyrs, execyted 
with equal delicacy and tafte. 

‘ The mythology of antiquity was rifled and exhauited, in the 
mafques and entertainments which accompanied the nuptials of the 
king of Navarre, in 1572. The impending deftruction of the 
Hugonots at the maffacre of St. Bartholomew, feemed even to be 
pourtrayed in the enigmatical reprefentations performed before the 
court. It is difficult to fuppofe, that Catherine of Medecis could 
intend thus to warn them of their danger: it is equally difficult not 
to admit, that the application was fo clear and obvious, as to ftrike 
the leaft fufpicious or difcerning. The fcenery reprefented the 
Elyfian Fields, or the Paradife of Mofes: for, the fables of Homer 
and Virgil, were mixed, by a {pecies of profanation, with the relation 
given in fcripture, of the garden of Eden. A river, the Styx, 
traverfed the theatre, on which appeared the boat of Charon, Be- 
hind the Elyfium, was conftructed an “ empyreal heaven,” con- 
taining within a piece of machinery, which had an orbicular mo- 
tion, the twelve figns of the zodiac, the feven planets, and an in- 
finity of ftars. Twelve nymphs, ftationed in the elyfian fields, 
were protected by Charles the Ninth and his two brothers, who de- 
fended the entrance, armed from head to foot. On the other fide 
of the Styx, appeared Hell, or “ Tartarus,” with its proper attri- 
butes. The king of Navarre, the prince of Condé, and the Hu- 
gonot nobility, who affailed the elyfian fields, were overcome, and 
precipitated into the infernal regions. Mercury and Cupid then 
defcended on the ftage, and after different dances, the captives 
were releafed. The reprefentation terminated by fire-works, which 
confumed to afhes the whole machinery and decorations. The 
heaven vainly attacked by the king of Navarre; the precipitation 
of himfelf and his followers into hell; and the flames which clofed 
the exhibition ; all appeared to have an allegorical allufion. Four 
days afterwards, the maffacre of Paris took place. 

‘ Magnificent as were the entertainments of 1572, they were ex- 
celled by thote of the following year, at the reception of the Polith 
ambaffadors, who came to offer the crown of their kingdom, to 
the duke of Anjou. In one of them, the Poles beheld with plea- 
fure and aftonifhment, a prodigious mafs of rock encrufted with 
filver, which was moved by concealed mechanifm. On the fum- 
_ mit were placed fixteen of the moft beautiful women of quality, 
emblematical of the fixteen provinces of the kingdom of France. 
After finging, and repeating fome verfes compofed for the occafion, 
by Ronfard and Dorat, they defcended ; prefented to the new mo- 
narck various offerings or jteftimonies of homage ; and concluded 
by performing a dance. It is not eafy to reprefent to ourfelves, 
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even in the prefent age, any thing conceived with more elegance 
of fancy. At the nuptials of the duke of Joyeufe, which were ce- 
lebrated in 1681, the queen, Louifa, exhibited in the Louvre, a 
“ ballet” of Circé and her nymphs, executed with incomparable 
grace, by the ladies of the royal houfehold. We can fcarcely cre- 
dit, notwithftanding the well-known prodigality of Henry the 
Third, and the teftimony of contemporary writers, that he ex- 
pended in various feftivities and diverfions, on the above-mentioned 
marriage, a fum of not lefs than a hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds. Many of the mafques, or dances, given at court, were 
celebrated by Defportes the poet, who compofed ftanzas for the 
principal characters. We find in his works, the names of thefe 
diverfions, which are taken ‘ufually from fome mythological, or 
romantic fable. There is the matquerade of the “Chevaliers Fi- 
deles,” and of the “ Chevaliers Agitez.” In another, denominat- 
ed the “ Mafquerade of Vifions,” Night and Morning appear, and 
repeat verfes in honour of the newly-married pair. They are in- 
genious, melodious, and full of grace. Ronfard introduces the 
moft fantaftic and ideal beings, or perfonages, in his mafques. The. 
four elements, perfonified, come forward in one of them, to defy 
the four planets, who accept the challenge. Syrens, and me:maids, 
prediét the future deftiny of the French monarchs. Charles the 
Ninth, habited one while as the fun, and at another as Hercules, pro- 
nounces a cartel to love, which is fent by a dwarf. Such was the 
genius and tafte of the entertainments of that age.’ Vol. ii. r. 428. 


Mr. Wraxall concludes this volume by recapitulating the 
virtues and the vices which difcriminated the fixteenth century. 
It is a difplay calculated to make us think with complacency 
of our own times ; for few indeed are the virtues which re- 
deem the licentioufnefs and barbarity every where practifed. 
We were furprifed, however, at the following fentence,—/# 
the bead of the vices may be placed the practice of mingling caths 
and imprecations in ordinary difcourfe. What! are unmean- 
ing words, however unbecoming, to be placed at the head 
of vices which produced a St. Bartholomew? Our readers 
muft by this time be fufficiently aware, that Mr. Wraxall’s 
work abounds with entertainment; our notice of the third 
volume we mutt poftpone to another opportunity. 


(To be continued.) 
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"THE remaining contents of the firft volume are— 


* Improvement an metallic conductors, or lightning-rods; by 
Mr. 
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Mr. Patterfon.—Method of ¢ifipating the noxious vapour found in 
wells, &c. by Mr. Robinfon.—Continuation of M. Berthollet’s 
method of bleaching cloths and thread.—~Conclufion of Mr. Grof- 
fart’s method of making inftruments of glaftic gum.—Specification 
of the earl of Dundonald’s patent for extracting tar, &c. froin pit- 
coal.—Specification of Mr. Bell’s patent for his new-invented 
buckles.—Specification of Mr. Street’s patent for his invention te 
produce an inflammable vapour force.—Specification of Mr. Camp- 
bell’s patent for his method of deftroying colour in rags, &c.— 
An idea of a fimple inftrumeat for meafuring diftances; by James 
Peacock, efq¢.—On an univerfal ftandard of meafure; by Mr. 
Robert Leflie.—Account of the method of making Stilton cheefe; 
by Mr. John Monk,—On preferving fea-water from putrefaction; 
by Mr. Thomas Henry.—Continuation of M. Berthollet’s method 
of bleaching cloths and thread.—On the manner of rendering lea- 
ther impermeable to water; by the chevalier de St. Real.—Speci- 
fication of Mr. Watt’s patent for leffening the confumption of fteam 
and fuei in fire-engines.—Specification of Mr. Gower’s patent for 
depurating and improving animal oil.— Specification of Mr. Bay- 
ley’s patent for a machine for dying handkerchiefs, &c.—Defcrip- 
tion of a patent machine for combing wool ; by the rev, E. Cart- 
wright.—Obfervations on making butter, and on keeping milch- 
cows in the houfe; by Mr. Robertfon.—Defcription of a propor- 
tional fcale ; by Mr. Bayley. —Defcription of a nail and bolt draw- 
er ; by Mr. Rich.—A treatife on faltpetre, by James Maffey, efq. 
—Conclufion of M. Berthollet’s method of bleaching cloths and 
thread.—Continuation of the chevalier de St. Real’s memoir on 
rendering leather impermeable to water.—Specification of Mr. 
Stratton’s patent for his improved kitchen-range, &c.—Specifica- 
tion of Mr. Fullarton’s patent for feparating iron from iron-ftones, 
&c. and reducing it into malleable iron.—Specification of Mr. 
Hoyle’s patent for communicating heat to all kinds of buildings. — 
Specification of Mr. Menifh’s patent for making fal ammoniac and 
other falts.—Obfervations on keeping milch-cows in the houfe ; by 
Meffrs. Rennie, Broun, and Shirreff.— Method of preventing ftone 
retorts from breaking, &c. by Mr. Willis. —Defcription of three 
inftruments for drawing in perfpective ; by James Peacock, efq.— 
Continuation of Mr. Maffey’s treatife on faltpetre.—Contiouation 
of the chevalier de St. Real’s memoir on rendering leather imper- 
meable to water.—Obfervations on oxygenated muriatic acid; by 
M, Chaptal.—Specification of Mr. Bramah’s patent for a water- 
cock upon a new conftruction.—Specification of Mr. Wilkinfon’s 
patent for his method of making caft iron, &c.—Specification of 
Mr. Ward's patent for his method of changing fmoke or vapour 
into ufeful materials—Letter from William Pitt, efq. on faving 
part of the water commonly expended in canal lockage.—Defcrip- 
tion of a telegraph; by T. N. efq.—Defcription of a tide wheel ; 
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by Mr. Robert Leflie.—Account of the method of curing butter 
at Udny, &c. by Dr. Anderfon.—Conclufion of Mr. Mafley’s 
treatife on faltpetre—Conclufion of the chevalier de St, Real’s 
memoir on rendering leather impermeable to water——Conclufion 
of M. Chaptal’s obfervations on oxygenated muriatic acid.’ Vol. 
i, P. iv. 


The fecond volume commences with a patent granted to 
Mr. John Donaldfon, for his new method of preferving ani- 
mal and vegetable fubftances.—This operation is not founded 
on the addition of fubftances not animal or vegetable ; but the 
farinaceous vegetable principle is merely proportioned to the 
coagulative or mucilaginous one. Let the fubftance to be 
preferve’, for example, be a carrot or turnip, which are of a 
watery or deliquefcent nature; in this cafe the preferving 
matter may be compounded of wheat or barley meal, with a 
folution of any gum or vegetable mucilage. ‘The fubftances 
may either be preferved in a raw ftate, or previoufly boiled, 
or otherwife dreffed, as occafion requires. When the ingre- 
dients are properly mixed, they are to be dried like malt, and 
clofely packed. 

lI. Pattnt of Mr. Thomas Barclay, for a difcovery or inven- 
tion, communicated to him by Francis Bailey, of Philadel- 
phia, of a method of making punches for marking, which 
cannot be counterfeited.—As there is an infinite variety in all 
the works of nature, any brittle fubftance, broken into two 
parts, will exhibit certain irregular figures, which, in infinite 
repetitions of the experiment, will never be exactly imitated. 
Small bars of fteel, drawn to the proper fize of the punch 
required, and then broken off, will, without more preparar 
tion, form a punch, to punch or ftamp matrices for types for 
devices, which cannot be exa¢tly imitated fo as to deceive on 
a careful infpection. Art may be combined with nature, fo 
as to render the device more ftriking or pleafing to the eye. 

IiI. Patent of Mr. Samuel Pugh, for his new-invented 
method of preparing oils, for the making and manufacturing 
of hard foap, with or without tallow, or any other greafe, or 
rofin, at much lefs price than the method now in ufe.—Pow- 
dered lime is to be mixed with any kind of oil, till it is of the 
confiftence of thick cream, when the mixture is to be ground 
in a mill fuch as is ufed for the grinding of white lead. Put 
fome of this mixture into an iron pan, but not more than will 
fill it one eighth part, then add the fame quantity of oil, and 
ftir them well together. Make a tolerably brifk fire, taking 
particular care to ftir the mixture to the bottom, to prevent it 
from fticking. In the courfe of the procefs, more oil muft 
be added. A mixture is at length formed, of the confiftence 


of 
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of wax, and which is adapted to make hard foap. It is alfo 
refumed, that it may be applied for any ornamental figures, 
inftead of wax. In order to form it into foap, it may be 
mixed with more oil, or with greafe, tallow, rofin, &c. 
and it will combine with an alkaline ley of any degree of 
ftrength. 

IV. Patent of Mr. George Hodfon, of Chefter, for his new 
method of feparating the foffil alkali from the muriatic acid, 
as it exifts in common falt; and alfo of feparating the foflil 
alkali from the common falt, as it exifts in kelp. With a 
plate.—In order to extra€&t the alkali from common falt, he 
mixes, witha ton of the falt, fixteen bufhels of fmall-coal, or 
charcoal.. The whole mafs is expofed to the aétion of a re- 
verberating furnace, where it muft remain one hour, after 
it has been in a ftate of fufion. The fubftance drawn out 
muft be refined, by forming a lixivium, and evaporating to 
drynefs. ‘To extract the alkali from the common falt, as it 
exifts in kelp, a ton of kelp muft be broken into fmall lumps, 
and mixed with ten bufhels of charcoal, or fmall-coal. The 
rationale of this procefs is very fimple; the acid of the com- 
mon falt is feparated, and diffipated by means of the coaly 
matter, while the alkali remains behind, mixed with the refi- 
duum of the inflammable matter employed. 

V. Defcription of a {pring ftaple, to prevent horfes from 
being caft in the halter; in a letter to the editors. —This 
feems to be a very good contrivance, but cannot be explained 
without the annexed plate. 

VI. Defcription of an improvement in cattle mills, parti- 
cularly intended for thofe which move carding machines; in 
a letter to the editors.—The obje& of this improvement is to 
prevent the bad effects which fometimes happen when the 
cattle happen to go backward. It does not admit of defcrip- 
tion without the annexed plate. 

VII. Method of bringing boats from one canal into an- 
other, of different heights, without the affiftance of water- 
locks. With a plate. From the general view of the agricul- 
ture of the county of Aberdeen ; drawn up, for the confi- 
deration of the Board of Agriculture, by James Anderfon, 
L.L. D. &c.—This machine cannot be defcribed without the 
afliftance of the plate. 

VIII. Defcription of a furnace, or evaporator, for drying 
various kinds of falts and other fubftances; by Mr. Henry 
Browne, of Derby. With a plate—We are affured by Mr. 
Browne, that there are feveral advantages in this furnace ; 
that the quantity of fuel is lefs; that lefs attendance is re- 
quired than for boilers in general ; and that neither the ope- 
rator, nor the neighbourhood, is annoyed. The greateft ad- 

vantage, 
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vantage, however, which it pofleffes, is, that the atmofphere 
is rendered of an equal heat with the liquor: by which means 
evaporation is vaftiy accelerated. ‘The gold medal of the 
Society for the encouragement of Arts, icduteses and 
Commerce, was voted to Mr. Browne for this invention. 

IX. Confiderations relative to the nature of wool, filk, and 
cotton, as objects of the art of dying, &c. &c. By Mr. 
Thomas Henry, F. R. S. From the Memoirs of the Literary 
and Philofophical Society of Manchefter.—This paper cone 
tains many judicious obfervations on the art of dying. 

X. Memoir on the purification of corrupted water. Read 
at the Economical Society of Peterfburgh ; by Mr. Lowitz. 


* In the laft experiments E made on this fubject, I found that fix 
drachms of powdered charcoal were fufficient to deprive three pints 
of water of its bad fmell, and to render it perfeétly clear, provided, at 
the fame time, twenty-four drops of vitriolic acid were added; in this 
way, therefore, one calk of powdered charcoal would be fufficient to 
purify thirty-four cafks of corrupted water. ‘Thefe experiments, 
however, muft be confidered as liable to fome variation ; for, in 
order to obtain effects equal to thofe I have related, the charcoal- 
powder muft be prepared with the greateft care; it muft alfo be 
obferved, that though the above fmall quantity was found fufficient 
to deprive the water entirely of its bad fmell, and to render it very 
clear, a larger quantity will be required to deprive it of its bad tafte.’ 
Vol. ii. P. 70. 


XI. Patent granted to Mr. Jofeph Bramah, and Mr. 
Thomas Dickinfon, for their new improved engine, or ma- 
chine, on a rotative principle. With three plates. 

XII. Patent of Mr. Francis Frederick Eckhardt, of Sloane- 
ftreet, Chelfea; for his method of preparing cotton, and 
linen cloths, with a pafte, fo as to form a f{mooth and regular 
furface, and yet leave the cloth of a pliable quality, for the 
purpofe of receiving a coat of water fize colours ; upon which. 
are afterwards printed, ornaments in fine filver, and gold, or 
colours, in different patterns, fo as to refemble damafk lace, 
and various filk fuffe ; which being afterwards varnifhed, 
may be wafhed with water without injury; to be ufed for 
hangings, and other furniture for rooms.—A pafte is to be 
prepared with flour, ftarch, or any of the ingredients with 
which pafte is or can be made, with water or milk: when 
the pafte is made, mix with it a fufficient quantity of wax, fo 
as to preferve the linen, cotton, or cloth, intended to be ufed, 
of a pliant or flexible quality. Then {train the linen, cotton, 
or cloth, upon a frame, and fill the pores or interftices with 
the above pafte or compofition; this is to be done fo as to 


render the furface as {mooth as poflible. When the linen or 
7 cloth 
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cloth is completely dry, lay on a proper coat of water colours, 
mixed with gum or fize, according to the nature of the colour 
intended to be ufed; this being dry, muft be well fized over ; 
and, when again dry, varnifhed over with any of the various 
forts of varnifh which will refift water, as often as it fhall be 
found neceffary, according to the nature of the colour ufed. 
If it fhould be wifhed that ' ornaments in filver, gold, or co- 
lours, to refemble damafk'lace, or any of the various filk 
ftuffs, fhould be printed upon the linen or cloth, then, after 
the coat of water colours has been laid on, and is dry, 
gold fize, or any of the other compofitions that will anfwer 
the fame purpofe, mutt be laid, with a printing block or abruth, 
on thofe parts of the linen or cloth upon which the ornaments 
are intended to be placed. Before the fize or compofition is 
completely dry, gild or filver it with gold or filver leaves, fo as 
to defcribe the ornaments: this being done, fize it over once 
or twice, as occafion may require; and when thoroughly dry, 
varnifh it over with any of the varnifhes, in the manner above 
mentioned. 

XIII. Patent of Mr. Eckhardt, for his method of preparing 
paper in nearly a fimilar manner. 

XIV. Defcription of a fhort pendulum to vibrate feconds ; 
and of a nautical watch. Extracted from the {pecification of 
a patent granted to Mr. Robert Leflic, for fundry improve~ 
ments in clocks dnd watches. With a plate. 

XV. Of the gut-tic in oxen and calves, with its cure, and the 
method of preventing it in the caftration of calves. From the 
general View of the Agriculture of the County of Hereford ; 
drawn up for the confideration of the Board of Agriculture, 
by Mr. John Clark, of Builth, Breconthire.—The real author 
of the ufeful obfervations contained’ in this paper, is Mr. 
Jofeph Harris. 4 


‘ The fymptoins of the gut-tie are the fame as thofe of an in- 
curable colic, volvulus, or mortification of the bowels. The beaft 
affe&ted with this complaint will kick at its belly, lie down, and 
groan; it has alfo a total ftoppage in its bowels, (except blood aud 
mucus, which it will void in large quantities,) and a violent fever, 
&c. To diftinguifh, with certainty, the gut-tie from the colic, 
&c. the hand and arm of the operator mutt be oiled, and introdu- 
ced into the anus, through the rectum, beyond the os pubis, turn- 
ing the hand down to the tranfverfe and oblique myfcles, where 
the veffels of the tefticles enter the abdomen. There the ftring 
will be found united to the mufcles, and is eafily traced to the ftric- 
ture, by the hand, without pain to the beaft. 

¢ This ftriGure, or gut-tie, as it is called, is occafioned by an 
erroneous method of caftrating the calves, which the breeders prac- 
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tife throughout Herefordfhire, and is as follows: they open thé 
Scrotum, take hold of the tefticles ‘with their teeth, and tear them 
out with violence; by which means all the veffels thereto belonging 
are ruptured.’ Vol. ii. Pp. 100. 


No humane perfon can read the above account -of the me- 
thod of performing an operation rendered neceflary by the 
luxury of man, without a degree of horror. Mr. Harris 
very properly recommends dividing the fpermatic veffels, and 
then tying them with thread or filk, or fearing them with a 
hot iron: From a confideration of the method found to be 
moft fuccefsful in the human fubjeét, we would recommend 
tying the veffels before they are divided, a little above the 
place of divifton. ‘There is no occafion to draw the thread 
with any violence ; and care fhould be taken that it be feveral 
times doubled. By waning to thefe circumftances, the ope- 
ration may be rendered perfectly fafe, and the gut-tie pre- 
vented. Mr. Harris defcribes an operation for relieving the 
animal, after the fymptoms of the gut-tie have come on. 
With this, we fhall not prefent our readers, from a perfwafion 
that it is not fufficiently full and complete to enable any per- 
fon to perform the operation in queftion. The public are 
certainly indebted to Mr. Harris for what he has already 
communicated; but before they can have the full benefit from 
his difcovery, which we do not doubt he is defirous that they 
fhould receive, the operation muft be defcribed more in de- 
tail. 

XVI. On the converfion of animal mufcle into 2 fubftance 
much refembling f{permaceti. By George Smith Gibbes, B. A. 
of Magdalen College, Oxford. From the Traniaétions of 
the Royal Society of London. “ 

The obfervations of Mr. Gibbes are connected with fome 
which were previoufly made at Paris. 


* If you put fleth under water, and let it ftay forme time, it will 
get very offenfive, and the putrefactive fermentation will, in fome 
meafure, moft affuredly take place. This feems to have been the 
reafon why the fubftance remaining in the water had not been more 
accurately examined ; it being imagined that, as this decompofition 
had commenced, the whole would be changed in the fame manner, 
It would appear itrange if the fame fubftance, expofed to the aétion 
of two fuch different bodies as air and water, fhould undergo pre- 
cifely the fame change.’ Vol, ii. Pp. 106. 


Mr. Gibbes mentions, that he has obtained a fubftance, 
equal in every refpe& to fpermaceti, from fiefh which has 


been expofed to the action of water, particularly of a fream 


of it, by which the change feems to be both fooner, and more 
effectually 
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effe&ually produced. We have feen fome of the fubftance 
obtained by Mr. Gibbes ; and.it feemed to poffefs all the ob- 
vious properties of fpermaceti. It may be readily fuppofed, 
that the fubftance, when firft obtained from the femi-putrid 
animal matter, is in a very impure ftate. Mr. Gibbes found 
great difficulty in purifying it, but at laft obtained the defired 
end, by means of nitrous acid. This article contains a cu- 
rious circumitance, which, we bélieve, firft fell under the ob- 
fervation of Mr. Gibbes, and which promifes to throw light 
on the nature of this change. 


¢ IT have brought about this change in a much fhorter time, in the 
following manner; I took three lean pieces of mutton, and poured 
on them the three mineral acids, and I perceived that at the end of 
three days each was much altered; that in the nitrous acid was 
much foftened, and, on feparating the acid from it, I found it to be 
in exaétly the fame ftate with that which I had before got from the 
water; that in the muriatic acid was not in that, time fo much al- 
tered ; the vitriolic acid had turned the other black.’ Vol. ii. 
P. 110. 


XVII. On the dry rot intimber. Ina letter from Thomas 
Batfon, efq. of Limehoufe, to the Society for the Encourages 
ment of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce; from whofe 


Tranfaétions it is extracted. 

XVIIE. Continuation of Mr. Henry’s confiderations relative 
to the nature of wool, filk, and cotton, as obje€ts of the art 
of dying, &c. &c. 

XIX. On the method of making alum by the dire& com- 
bination of its conftituent principles. By M. Chaptal, of the 
Royal Society of Montpelier. 

M. Chaptal begins by obferving, that it cannot anfwer to 
make alum by combining the vitriolic acid in its ordinary ftate 
with clay. His method is, to expofe clay to the vapours 
produced by burning fulphur and nitre in clofed rooms, in the 
fame procefs as that employed for making vitriolic acid. In 
fpeaking of the ftructure of the room in which this operation 
may be performed, he obferves, that a lining of lead is very 
proper, as it is very little affected by the vitriolic acid. But 
lead is heavy and expenfive, and for thefe reafons, not very 
eligible for large eftablifhments. Thefe confiderations prompt- 
ed him to feek for fome kind of cement. which fhou!d not be 
fenfibly a€ted on by the acid in a ftate of vapour; which 
fhould not grow foft by a heat from 122 to 1444 of Faren- 
heit’s thermometer ; and which fhould be fo fmooth, that no 
cracks or crevices fhould appear in it after being Jaid on. To 
fulfil all thefe condtions, was no eafy tafk; but after a num- 
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ber of trials he found that equal parts of wax, turpentine, and 
-rofin, anfwered very well. The only fault which he found 
in it was, that it was rather too eafily affected by heat; but 
‘this inconvenience may be avoided by burning the compofition 
‘on the outfide of the room, and managing it fo that the heat 
fhall never exceed 133 degrees of Farenheit’s thermometer. 
M. Chaptal had a large room built without a fingle nail ; the 
roof is formed of wood, covered on both fides with his ce- 
ment, which protects the wood from being affected by the 
changes of the atmofphere, and prevents it from warping, 
which would occafion cracks, and defeat the whole defign. 

XX. Patent granted to Mr. John Daniel Belfour, of Elf- 
neur, Denmark ; for his new invented machine for making 
and manufacturing ropes and cordaye. With three plates. 

XXI. Patent granted to Mr. William Jayne, of Sheffield 
in the county of York, confectioner; for his invention of a 
compofition, or mixture, for keeping and preferving perfectly 
found, for the fpace of two years at the leaft, the eggs of 
hens, turkeys, geefe, and ducks.—Put into a tub or veflel 
one bufhel, Winchefter meafure, of quick-lime, thirty-two 
ounces of falt, eight ounces of cream of tartar; and mix the 
fame together, with as much water as will make them of fuch 
a confiitence that it will caufe an egg, put into the mixture, 
to {wim with its top juft above the furface ; then put and keep 
the eggs therein, which will preferve them perfectly found for 
the fpace of two years at leaft. 

XXII. Patent granted to George Glenny, for his method 
of obtaining from wood afhes, a greater quantity than ufual 
of pot and pearl afhes.—The common afhes produced by 
burning wood muft be completely calcined in a furnace; and, 
if a fall proportion of lime is fifted among the wood 
afhes, before they are put into the calcining furnace, it will 
prevent them from vitrifying ; but if they are at times ftirred 
with an iron rake, or other proper inftrument, during the 
procefs of calcination, that will have the fame effect as adding 
the lime. When the afhes are calcined into-a fine powder, 
the ufual method may be purfued ; but it is better to boil 
them in large veflels, efpecially in frofty weather. 

- XXII. Defcription of a fea gage, for the purpofe of found- 
ing in currents, and great depths of water. By John Char- 
nock, efq. With a plate.—The invention of this machine 
evinces ingenuity: but we very much doubt its utility in 


practice. 


(Zo be continued.) 


- Fwenty 
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Twenty Sermons on various Subjets, preached at Alhallows on 
the Wall. By the Rev. Wiiliam Draper, LeG&urer of the 
faid Church, and late Curate o the new Church, Wolver- 
hampton. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Richardfon. | 1796. 


THE -difcourfes here offered to the .perufal of the public, 

were, we underftand, well received when delivered from 
the pulpit. They are plain and practical, with more neatnefs 
of compofition than, in general, occurs. As a proof of this 
affertion, we infert an extract from the oth fermon. ‘The 
text is Ifaiah xxix. 13. 

‘ To enable us to judge whether we poffefs this real religion of 
the heart, it will be ufeful to enquire, wiih what views we approach 
the houfe of God; how and with what fpirit we perform the fer- 
vices which he hath ordained ; and what are their effects upon our 
life and conduct. Do we come to this facred place, under a ftrong 
fenfe of our own unworthinefs ; with a real intention to confefs our 
fin, and earneftly plead for mercy at the throne of God? Do we 
reflect that we have a folemn duty to perform, an important end to 
obtain? Are we fo fully convinced of our entire dependence on the 
author of our exiftence, as to feel the neceflity of coming con- 
{tantly to him, as to the giver of every temporal and fpiritual bleff- 
ing? Have we fuch a fenfe of his unfpeakable goodnefs, fuch a 
value for his ineftimable gifts, and fuch animated gratitude to the 
all-bountiful donor, as to be ardently anxious to pay our public 

‘praife, and join in tae thank{givings of his aflembled people? Have 

we that high and juft eftimation of divine fervice, which incites us 
to prepare with alacrity for its performance, and not fulfer any tri- 
fling obftacle to deprive us of the happy occafion of paying our 
vows before him? And if any unforefeen circumftance unavoida- 
bly prevents our attendance on divine worfhip, do we confider the 
omiffion as a fenfible lofs ? When engaged in the refponfes, do we 
adopt as our own the words which we utter with our lips? Do we 
endeavour to check our wandering thoughts, and fix them on the 
facred exercifes in which we are engaged ? Do we return from the 
church of Chrift under a ftrong fenfe, that to be his difciples, we 
muft not be conformed to this world, but transformed in the image 
of our mind? And do we frequently retire to meditate how we {hall 
reduce to practice the precepts of holy inftruction we have imbib- 
ed? Are we infpired with new refolutions of obedience to the di- 
vine will; and determined on earneftly endeavouring to preferve 
ourfelves from fin, and even to avoid temptation? An honeft an- 
fwer to thefe enquiries will enable us to judge, whether we have 
really furrendered the heart to God, and by our religious duties re- 
newed our ftrength ; or whether we remain in the dreadful fituceion 
of mere nominal Chriftians, calling upon God only with the mouth, 
and honouring him merely with the lips.’ p. 166, 
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Obfervations made in a Fourney through the Weftern Counties of 
Scotland; in the Autumn of 1792, relating to the Scenery, 
Antiquities, Cuftoms, Manners, Population, Agriculture, 
Manufaétures, Commerce, Political Condition, and Litera- 
ture of thefe Parts. By Robert Heron. 2 Vols. 8vo 128. 
Boards. Vernor and Hood. 1793. ' 


*PBESE obfervations are the fruits of a tour which the au- 

- thor made in the autumn of 1792, through the moft cul- 
tivated as well as the moft piéturefque diftriéts of Scotland. 
His route was from Edinburgh, where he refides, to Perth. 
For this part of his excurfion he took the ftage; for, having 
before travelled that way on horfeback, he was curious, he 
tells us, to obferve the fingular oddities of character which he 
expected to meet with in a public vehicle, and feems to have 
been rather difappointed when, inftead of the lofty ftrange- 
nefs and.airs of affected fuperiority which he expected, he 
found his companions agreeable people, without any airs or 
fingularities whatever. At Perth he ftayed till. the beginning 
of Oétober, and proceeded on horfeback (certainly late in the 
feafon for a touri{t,—and a rainy feafon it proved too) to Dun- 
keld Blair, and fo on through the highland {cenery to Inve- 
rary, and thence to Dumbarton and Glafgow, making what 
is called the Little Highland tour. From Glafgow proceed- 
ing fouthward through Lanerkfhire and Dumfries, he vifited 
the Galloways, and returned along the weftern coaft by Air 
and Irvine to Glafgow. From thence he returned to Perth 
— a crofling the water between Kinghorn and 

eith. 

Mr. Heron’s character, as a tourift, he gives himfelf with 

much ingenuoufnefs in the following words— 


¢ I was neither a fentimental, an agricultural, a commercial, a 
virtuofo, nor an antiquarian traveller ; but a fort of compound of 
all thefe. Every clafs of objects, and almoft every objeét had 
more or lefs of my attention. Only, I believe, it might have been 
better, if ] had been either more a mere matter of faét man, or a 
more vigorous thinker.’ Vol, i. p. 6. 


It is indeed true that this tour is made a vehicle for the fen- 
timents of the author on all] kinds of fubjeéts, religious, poli- 
tical,.and ceconomical; the traveller often ftands {till, while 
the fpeculatift differts; his obfervations are in general juft, 
but they are extended into too great minutenefs, and give 
evident figns of a young traveller, for every thing feems new 
to him. We difcern a laudable pleafure and pride, which he 
takes in the imprevements of his country, and every thing 
appears to him ex deau. ‘The motto he has chofen, 
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Sed neque Medorum fylvz, ditiffima terra, 

Nec pulcher Ganges, atque-auro turbidus Hermus, 

Laudibus Italiz certent. ' 
O fortunatos nimium, fua fi bona norint ! Virs. 


will probably provoke a fmile from many an inhabitant of 
South Britain, as applied to the northern part of it; yet it 
muft be remembered, an Italian would equally laugh at either 
of them for fuch an appropriation. If, however, the author’s 
country may have expofed him to fome partialities, the reader 
will perceive he has in many places the advantage of a more 
intimate acquaintance with the interior of the country and its 
inhabitants, than any but a native could eafily enjoy. 

Perth attraéts a large fhare of the author’s attention. The 
centre of the reformation formerly, it has ever fince been di- 
ftinguithed by the zeal and religious ftri€tnefs of the different 
fects, and has likewife, of late, partaken largely of the demo- 
cratic fpirit which gave fo great an alarm in Scotland not 
long ago. 

The following remarks on itinerant pedlars exhibit them 
in a light in which'they are not ufually confidered. Many of 
thefe came from Perth and its vicinity, and after {pending the 
early part of their life in travelling, fettled in the town as 
fhopkeepers, with the capital they had gained. 


* And here,—if I may be allowed to affume, for a moment, the 
cloak, or hood at leaft, of a commercial philofopher,— Iam in- 
duced to obferve, that chapmen or pediars, are the great civilizers 
of countries and nations. We learn from Cafar and other Roman 
writers, that the travelling merchants who frequented Gaul and 
other barbarous countries, either newly conquered by the Roman 
arms, or bordering on the Roman conquefts, were ever the firft to 
make the inhabitants of thofe countries familiarly acquainted with 
the Roman modes of life, and to infpire them with an inclination 
to follow Roman fafhions, and to enjoy Roman conveniencies. In 
North America, travelling merchants from the fettlements have done 
and continue to do much more towards civilizing the Indian na- 
tives, than all the miffionaries, Papift or Proteftant, who have ever 
been fent among them. There is reafon to expeét, that much may 
be equally done for the civilization of the natives of New Hol- 
land, by chapmen travelling, with fuitable wares from our new 
formed fettlements at Botany-Bay. 

* Nothing can be more natural, than that thefe things fhould fo 
happen. <A rude people will hardly go in fearch of commodities 
of which they know not the names, the nature, or the value, and 
which they have little, if any money to purchafe, Yet, when 
fuch commodities are brought among them, expofed to their view, 
and recommended as fafhionable or ufeful; they feldom fail to take 
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a fancy for them, and will often give in exchange any thing of 
however effential utility, that they already poffefs. They learn to 
labour, that they may have means with which to purchafe thofe 
foreign commodities. —T hey learn to difdain the ufe of thofe coarfe 
clothes, or rude utenfils with which they were before content. And 
with the new conveniencies, they infenfibly adopt that improved 
fyftem of manners to which fuch conveniencies properly corre- 
{pond. In the ftage of the progrefs of fociety in which this change 
is begun, no fuch alteration could poffibly take place, without the 
intervention of chapmen or pedlars. 

* It is farther to be obferved, for the credit of this moft ufeful 
clafs of men, that they commonly contribute, by their perfonal 
manners no lefs than by the fale of their wares, to the refinement 
of the people among whom they travel. Their dealings form them 
to great quicknefs of wit, and acutenefs of judgment. Having 
conftant occafion to recommend themfelves and their goods, they 
acquire habits of the moft obliging attention, and the moft infinu- 
ating addrefs. As, in their peregrinations, they have opportunity 
of contemplating the manners of various men and various cities ; 
they become eminently fkilled in the knowledge of the world. As 
they wander, each alone, through thinly inhabited diitriéts, they 
form habits of reflexion, and of ‘fublime contemplation. With all 
thefe qualifications, no wonder; that they fhould often be, in re- 
mote parts of the country, the beft mirrors of fafhion, and cen- 
fors of manners; and fhould contribute much to polit the rough- 
nefs, and foften the rufticity of our peafantry. It is not more than 
twenty or thirty years, fince a young man going from any part of 
Scotland to England, of purpofe to carry the pack, was confidered, 
as going to lead the life, and to acquire the fortune of a gentleman, 
When, after twenty years abfence, in that honourable line of em- 
ployment, he returned, with his acquifitions to his native country, 
he was regarded as a gentleman to all intents and pe rpotes. W hen 
he had purchafed a little eftate, he commonly made i mprovements, 
and fet up in a ftile of living, by which the tafte of the whole 
country-iide was mightily corrected and refined. I believe in my 
con{cience, that at leaft a fifth part of our fecond rate gentry, whofe 
gentility is not of ancient, military origin, may trace it to the ufeful 
induftry of this deferved (de/erving ?) clafs of citizens.’ Vol. i. Pp. 89. 


The following may poffibly be a travelling ftory; but it is 
not a bad one— 


‘ To what was above mentioned concerning the itinerant mer- 
chants of Perth, I fhall add farther, that they ufed fometimes to 
find the Highland lairds more willing to buy than to pay. Of one 
of thefe gentlemen it is related, that a chapman who paid him a 
dunning vifit, having been courteonfly received, and lodged for the 


night in a comfortable bed-chamber,—was furprifed when he arofe 
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in the morning, and was thinking of demanding his money from 
the laird,—to fee oppofite to his window the dead body of a man, 
hanging upon a poft or a growing tree. He enquired concerning 
this appearance from the firft fervant who entered his chamber. 
The fervant told him, that it was the body of a merchant from the 
low country who had come to dun the laird for a debt he owed 
him ; and that, the laird had, in a paffion at the fellow’s infolence, 
ordered him to be hung up. Uponrteceiving this information, our 
chapman refolved to take his leave of his hoft, without mentioning 
the fubjeét of his coming. The laird was pleafed with the fuccefs 
of ‘this trick ; for he who hung on the tree was only a man of ftraw 
who had been dreffed and hung up, of purpofe that his fate might 
terrify the real creditor from making a troublefome demand.’ Vol. i. 
P. 93. 

In giving an account of the different churches in Perth 
which the author attended, we have the following very im- 
portant and luminous communication—‘ I went alfo to hear 
the pulpit eloquence of the burghers, but have aQually /orgot- 
ten whether I was pleafed or not..—A remark of equal confe- 
quence we find upon two Jarge elms at Dunkeld, the girths 
and age of which he enquired, but either, fays he, J met with 
no diftiné? information upon this head, or if I did, it bas ef- 
caped me. 

An auther who allows himfelf in fuch inanities, muft not 


wonder if the greate(t part of his book fhould ¢/cape his read- 
ers. Not of the fame defcription is the picture of a true 
Highland cottage on the banks of the T’‘ummel near Logie- 
rait, which is executed with equal ftrength and truth of co- 
Jouring. ‘rhe following obfervations, occationed by the feats 
the author vifited among the Highland f{cenery, are agreeable 
to true taffe— 


¢ Another obfervation which naturally occurs to the traveller 
through the Weft Highlands, is, that fcenes of wild grandeur and 
natural magnificence are the beft fituations for the feats of men of 
great fortune. There is a fort of analogy by which all the different 
{pecies of greatnefs are allied to each other, A wide and copious 
ftream produces a better effect, than a fcanty rivulet, at the bafe of 
a broad and lofty mountain. <A palace requires a more extenfive 
domain than an ornamented farm-houfe. In the fame manner, 
too, a ftately palace, and the expence which a yaft fortune affords 
to be laid out in ornamenting the fcenes of nature—accord better 
with places, where nature fhews herfelf in her grander afpeéts, and 
where the utmoft force of art is requifite, to fubdue her obftinacy, 
—than with thofe regions where the aflumes a milder and more fa- 
miliar form. Villas, ornamented farms, and gentlemen’s houfes af 
no extraordinary magnificence produce the beft effect on level 
downs, in verdant vales, and on the fides of flowly-floping, green 
Dd4 hills, 
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hills. In fuch fituations as Dunkeld, Blair-Atholl, Taymouth, or 
Inverary, they would be like the eyes of a pygmy in the fockets of 
a Coloffus.’ Vol. i. p. 234. 


The progrefs of improvement, the rife of manufactures’ 
and, in many places, of new towns and villages, is delineated 
in a lively manner, and along with them the relaxation of 
manners. 

A modern Glafgow Sunday is {pent not very differently from 
a London one.—A worfe confequence of manufactures is the 
certain corruption of the animated engines by which they are 
carried on: and on this head our author feelingly and fenfibly 
remarks— 


¢ But, manufactures are a flu€tuating, uncertain fource of opu- 
Jenee. Paifley has experienced many viciflitudes. At times, the 
demand has ceafed for its manufaétures: the workmen have been 
difbanded : all has been want and diftrefs among them: fathers of 
families have been glad to enlift for foldiers that they might no lon- 
ger hear their children cry for bread which they had not to give. 
And the mother with her babes has wandered about, begging an 
handful of meal or a cruft of bread. And fhould any circumitances 
arife, as it cannot be hoped that there will not, to occafion a tem- 
porary ftagnation in the difpofal of thofe goods which they at pre- 
fent manufacture. When this fhall again happen, diftrefs fimilar 
to what they have on former occafions experienced, muft again 
overtake them.—And I humbly apprehend, that the beft precau- 
tions which can be ufed to prevent fuch diftrefles in a commercial 
and manufacturing country, are—To watch over the morals of the 
Jabouring part of the community ;—To form them to regular in- 
duftry, not to that which works by fits and ftarts ;—To teach them 
frugality by laying taxes which may amount to a prohibition, on 
thofe articles of luxury which they are moft liable to abufe ;—To 
encourage them to form friendly focieties, and to prepare in this 
manner a public fund againft the day of want and diftrefs ;— but, 
above all things, to fpread them equally over the country, not heap 
them together in great towns.—I will even be bold enough to fay, 
without any difpofition either to flatter the employers or infult or 
injure the workmen, that, it is often of difadvantage to the latter, 
to receive too high wages ; it renders them lefs regularly induftrious, 
lefs frugal, lefs fober-minded. 

* But, this is not all. Since in a manufacturing country, the 
labourers in the manufa¢tures form a very confiderable part of the 
fubjects of the ftate; their welfare ought to be made a firft objec 
in its general policy: and on their account means fhould be em- 
ployed to prevent the traders on whom they depend from engaging 
too deeply in that blind, gambling fpeculation which in its failure is 
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attended with certain ruin, and in its fuccefs is—in my eftimation 
—hardly fair or honourable. 

‘ One fhocking circumftance which, in fpite of every means 
that can be ufed to prevent it, refults unavoidably from the prefent 
management of our manufactures, is, the almoft total ruin of the 
rifing generation. Where left unemployed, the children of the la- 
bourers in manufaétures are,—as I have obferved,—very generally 
left uneducated; fuch being almoft always the ftate of the children 
of the poor about great towns. Where they are even in infancy 
fent to earn their fuftenance by their labour, it is hardly better with 
them: they are cramped in their growth; their health is wafted by 
confinement ; their morals are corrupted, in confequence of their 
being crowded fo much together; they become independent of 
parents at an age when they are unfit to judge for themfelves: if 
fuch children live to the age of thirty or forty, they are commonly 
the moft diflipated, idle, unthinking, improvident, helplefs crea- 
tures in the world.—But, if their labour cannot be wanted,—yet 
why fhould their ftrength and life be prematurely confumed for all 
the little labour of which they are capable? Alas: we do with them 
as did the boy with his goofe that laid him golden eggs: he was in 
a hafte to receive all that fhe had to lay: he killed his goofe: the 
eggs were yet in embryo: thus do we, in our hafte to render the 
rifing generation ufeful to the community, anticipate in infancy all 
the fervices of youth, of manhood, of age,—nipping in the bud, 
the flowers of humanity. When obliged to labour, before the age 
of twelve or fourteen, children fhould never be confined for more 
than four, or at moft, fix hours in the day: this, if at employment 
within doors for not more than four days in the week: the other 
two being fet apart for their education. The parents are bafe, who 
{pending in eating, in drinking, in clothing, thofe earnings, which 
they might employ to give their children the enjoyment of that 
{fportive freedom in which the innocence of youth delights, —to 
procure them inftruétion in religion, and in the other ordinary 
branches of education—fending: the poor creatures prematurely into 
ali the toils and miferies of life-—Yet, I fay not, that in great 
towns, it is better for the children of the poor to be idle than to be 
employed : if there be a choice between two fuch evils, I would 
rather employ them, work them to death, than fend them wander- 
ing. about the ftreets, as blackguard boys and infant-itrumpets.’ 
Vol. ii, P. 402. 

The Galloways attraét a confiderable fhare of the author’s 
attention ; he feems there to be among his dii penates. ‘The 
Jarmer club, of New Galloway, inftituted by Mr. Gordon 
of Kenmure, and in which he himfelf prefides, is an inftance 
among many, of the attention paid by the Scotch gentry to 
the agricultural improvement of their country. 

It is pleafant to the philanthropift to reflect how much the 
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condition of the poor in Scotland has been benefited by the 
introduction of that ufeful root, the potatoe. 

The hiftory and defcription of Edinburgh, the old and new 
town, with a particular account of the profeflorfhips of the 
univerfity, and handfome but appropriate and deferved come. 
pliments to the prefent profeflors, conclude thefe volumes. 

The obfervations relative to the univerfity are very 
juft ; and: whoever has {een that part of the new univer- 
fity which is finifhed, cannot but with, with a fervour 
equal to Mr. Heron’s, that a defign fo honourable to litera- 
ture may not fail of being completed for want of money,— 
though after all itis an odd reflection, how well it will look 
ina ruin. 

If we have now balanced matters properly between Mr. 
Heron and our readevs, the latter will fee that in his tour, 
there is no want of entertainment or variety 3 and the former 
will refle&t, for the benefit of any future publication, that it 
is not every opinion which may be formed in his mind, or 
every object he may caft his eyes upon, which is worthy of 
being prefented to the public, but only what is new, ftriking, 
and relevant to his fubje&. He will likewife take care that 
his book be more accurately printed, and the ftyle free from 
Scoticifms. For ourfelves, we have to apologife for the acci- 
dental delay which has made the notice of this publication fo 
much later than it ought to have been. 





Dijcourfes on the Nature and Cure of TVounds, &c. By Fohn 
Bell, Surgeon. 8vo. 8s. Boards. Cadell and Davies. 
1795: 

THE general fubjects treated by Mr. Bell are, 1. Of pro- 

curing adhefion. 2. Of wounded arteries. 3. Of gun- 
fhot wounds. 4. Of the medical treatment of wounds. — Un- 
der the head of ‘ particulars,’ are the difcourfes on wounds 
of the breait ; of the belly ; of the head; and of the throat. 

The third part treats of § dangerous wounds of the limbs,’ 

and £ of the queftion of amputation.’ Before we proceed to 

remark on thefe, we will lay before our readers the author's 
motives for the publication, as ftated in the prefatory addrefs. 


¢ The author of thefe difcourfes,’ fays he, ‘ will not allow himfelf 
the benefit of that apology, to which he is but too well intitled ; 
for the apology of want of time furely is not refpeétful towards the. 
public : it intimates, that with time the author could have written 
a more orderly and a better book; an intimation which is always 
immodeft, and often untrue. The author knows but too well how 
often, in this book, the marks of hurry will ftrike his reader, not 
jurely 
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furely as apologies for the other parts, but as blemifhes, which hurt 
the whole, and which it will not be eafy to excufe. He feels the 
neceflity of requefting that indulgence which every author needs 
and claims. 

‘ The very plan and title of this book is new; and the author 
has deviated from accuftomed forms in this inftance, from no other 
motive than the hope of making thefe leffons both pleafant and 
uleful. This method of teaching by difcourfes is as yet untried : 
it may have its advantages,—it muft have its faults ; and this in- 
creafes that kind of anxiety which is infeparable from the act of 
appearing before the public, and which even the fenfe of duty can 
hardly relieve. 

* The auther has endeavoured to bring into one eafy and com- 
prehenfive view, thofe lefler parts and operations of furgery, which 
are not found under that much abufed title of a complete fyftem. 
He has endeavoured to intereft his reader in the manner of manag- 
ing wounded arteries, and in many of the lefler points of practice. 
He has attempted to refute fome favourite doctrines, not wantonly 
but boldly ; “ not becaufe they belong to this door or that profef- 
for,” but becaufe they feemed to him totally inconfiftent with true 
philofophy, and, what is more important, incompatible with found 
furgery, in fo far as it is as.yet founded upon a knowledge of the 
powers and principles of the human body. He has ufed all that 
freedom with great names which the caufe of truth and f{cience re- 
quires: he has done much in public, which he could not allow 
himfelf to have faid in private ; for there criticifm is no longer cri- 
ticifm, but the foul report and private malice of it works like a fe- 
cret poifon, againft which there is no cure: he has criticifed the 
opinions of thofe chiefly, who, being at the head of the profeffion, 
are of courfe the beft able, and, by all appearance alfo, the moft 
willing to defend themfelves, 

* But the author has never allowed any purfuit of this kind to 
break in upon the order or purpofe of his difcourfe, which he has 
endeavoured always to keep clear of all incumbrances, and in a 
plain and eafy form: he has endeavoured to order it fo, that his 
reader may have firft a free and general notion of each fubjeét in 
the body of the difcourte, and he has put down more accurate rules 
at the conclufion of each cafe: he has introduced the lighter pieces 
of hiftory, to give eafe and life to the fubject ; and to give it weight 
and firmnefs, he has added rules of practice. He has endeavoured 
to give comprehenfive and general notions, of wounds in general— 
of wounded arterics—of bruifed or gunfhot wounds—and of 
wounds of the breaft, belly, head, throat, and limbs, and efpe- 
cially of the condition of limbs wounded with dangerous compli- 
cations, as of lacerated arteries and bruifed bones. 

‘ He trufts, that his manaer,of explaining thefe fubjeéts will be 


plain and eafy to the young furgeon, to whom alone he prefumes to 
addrefs 
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addrefs himfelf; and having thus honeftly told his motives and his 
higheft expectations, he hopes he may be permitted to fay, with 
lord Halifax, that he who is refolved to play the critic with this 
book on ftriéter terms, “ muft have a degree of generous irregula- 
rity in his reafoning, elfe he will not be a good thing of his kind.” 
P. iil. 

Of the manner in which Mr. Bell has acquitted himfelf in 
this undertaking, we cannot give our readers a fairer {pecimen 
than by laying before them fome extraéts from his difcourfe 
€ on wounds of.the throat,’ to which we fhall principally con- 
fine our remarks. He commences this difcourfe with fome 
very fuitable remarks on the neceflity there is for the furgeon’s 
being perfectly acquainted with the anatomy of the parts, of 
which he proceeds to give the following neat and matfterly ac- 
count— 


* The larynx is the cartilaginous part of that tube which con- 
veys the air ;—and the conneétions of the larynx with the furround- 
ing parts are thefe: the os hyoides lies under the chin, in that great 
fold which we call, in fat people, the double chin. It lies, pro- 
perly, in the root of the tongue, whence it is fometimes called the 
bone of the tongue; it cannot eafily be felt from without; but, 
when we thruft the finger down into the throat, in the accident of 
a fith-bone, or any foreign body fticking there, we feel the two 
flender horns of the os hyoides extending and holding open the 
pharynx or bag, by which we {wallow ;—fo that the os hyoides, 
which refembles the thought-bone of a fowl, has its bafe or angle 
lodged in the root of the tongue, and its two long horns extending 
along the fides of the pharynx. 

* The firft piece of the larynx is the thyroid cartilage, the great 
fhield-like cartilage which proteéts all the others, which is eafily 
felt, being the moft prominent point of the throat, The outward 
projection of it, where it makes its angle in the fore part of the 
throat, is called the pomum adami; and within this cartilage, if 
under the protection of its broad wings, lies the rima glottidis, or 
that delicate opening or chink, which forms the voice. 

* The epiglottis, or valve, which lies over the glottis or chink, 
to defend it, is conne&ted rather with the os hyoides, and root of 
the tongue, than with the larynx or cartilaginous part of the 
trachea. 

‘ Below this great thyroid cartilage, there is a circular or ring- 
like cartilage, joining the trachea or membranous part of the tube 
to the larynx or cartilaginous part ; and then the rings of the tra- 
chea, five or fix in number, complete the tube, to the place at 
which the trachea goes down into the cheft. It is upon the very 
point where the trachea is joined to the larynx that the thyroid gland 


lies. 
¢ Behind 
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¢ Behind the trachea, which is rigid, lies the efophagus, which 
is quite a flexible tube ; fo that the larynx is the rigid part.of that 
tube which is for receiving air, and the trachea is the continuation 
of the fame tube; while the pharynx is the large bag, being the 
beginning of that tube which is for receiving food, and the cefo- 
phagus is the continuation of the fame tube. Whe larynx, then, 
is fo formed as to modulate the voice; the pharynx is fo large a 
bag, as to be capable of receiving the largeft morfel. The laryax 
can fhut itfelf fo accurately, as to prevent the {malleft drop of fluid 
from entering into the trachea.. The pharynx can dilate fo freely, 
and can grafp fo clofely, as to receive the largeft morfel eafily, or 
{wallow the fmalleft pill, or a drop of water. 

* Now, the chief point to be remembered, in regard to wounds 
of the throat, is the relation of the carotid arteries to the trachea 
and larynx; the connection of the great veins and nerves, again, 
with the carotid artery, and the manner in which the firft branch 
of the carotid artery goes off.-—Firft, it is to be remembered, that 
the arch of the aorta dies in the upper part of the cheft before the 
trachea; and that, when the carotid arteries come out from the 
cheft, to go up along the neck, they are fcarcely at the fides of the 
trachea, they rather run before it; but that, as the arteries mount 
up the neck, they incline more to the fide of the trachea ; and that, 
at the upper end of the neck, the carotids are entirely behind the 
trachea ; for they incline towards the angle of the lower jaw, and, 
having reached it, they begin there to give off their branches, both 
thofe for the head and thofe for the neck.” From this obfervation one 
thing very particular is explained,—how a wound at the lower part 
of the neck will very often be fatal, while a wound in the upper 
part of it is lefs dangerous. ‘Che fuicide feldom ftrikes at the lower 
part of the neck; and it is by this accident of {triking very high 
and near to the chin that the carotids efcape. 

* Next it is to be remembered, that the carotid artery, the great 
jugular vein, and the par vagum, or eighth pair of nerves, lie all 
conneéted with each other, very clofely, being all enclofed in one 
mas of cellular fubftance, forming fomething like a fheath. Now, 
fince this eighth pair is one of the greateft nerves of the vifcera; 
and fince, by experiments upon animals, we know well, that a 
wound of it is more fatal than a wound of the brain itfelf, this puts 
an end, at once, to all quefiions about the way of managing wounds 
of the carotid artery, or of the great vein. No doubt, thefe may, 
fometimes, be partially wounded, and the nerve efcape; but, in 
general, the nerve will be cut along with them, and, at all events, 
the fear of including it will prevent our {triking with a needle in the 
neck ;—we can only take up the carotid artery, when we fee it 
bleeding with open mouth, and can pull it out with our finger and 
thumb ; and how near it is to an impofiibility, that this fhould hap- 


pen, 
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pen, and the patient live till the furgeon arrive, you may ealily 
conceive.’ P. 159. 

Our author purfues the fubject in the following way 


¢ This plain defcription of the conneétions of the trachea, cefo- 
phagus, carotid artery, vein, and nerves, explains to you how ig- 
norantly thofe authors have written about wounds of the throat, 
who tell us, firft, a formal ftory about the wound having paffed 
through both the trachea and cefophagus, and then, how the patient 
was cured ;—for it is impoffible to cut acrofs both trachea and cefo- 
phagus, without wounding the carotid artery, the jugular vein, and 
the eighth pair of nerves; you may guefs, then, whether the 
wounds they defcribed were exaétly what they believed them to be. 
* Next, their reafon for faying, in fuch cafes (fo eafily cured), 
that the wound had paffed through both the trachea and the cefo- 
phagus, is mighty childifh ; it is merely this,—that they faw both 
air and food come out by the wound; and no one {cruples to fay, 
when he fees both air and food come out by the wound, that the 
- trachea and cefophagus are both cut, while the fact is, that neither 
the cefophagus nor trachea are touched in the leaft degree,—that the 
wound is much above them ; for a fuicide always ftrikes immedi- 
ately under the chin ;—his wound, as far as I have obferved, com- 
monly falls in the line or lurk of the fkin, which divides the neck 
from the chin:—That is the place where the os hyoides lies, and 
he commonly cuts the os hyoides away from its conneétion with the 
thyroid cartilage or pomum adami. Now, in that cafe, the thy- 
roid cartilage, forming the uppermoft part of the larynx, is not 
touched ; the rima glottidis lies below the wound, quite fafe ; the 
wound, indeed, feparates the epiglottis from the glottis, but it leaves 
the glottis and the larynx quite fafe; it only feparates the larynx 
from the root of the tongue; it is properly a wound in the root of 
the tongue ; it is rather a wound of the mouth than of the throat; 
and when the food comes out, along with fpittle and froth, it is by 
rolling over the root of the tongue.’ p. 162. 


We ftop here to exprefs our doubts, whether Mr. Bell is 
accurate in concluding that the wounds which fuicides ufually 
infli& on the throat are, ‘ commonly,’ thus fituated. On 
the contrary, our own experience warrants a fufpicion that, 
even in the majority of thefe accidents, the wound takes place 
below and not above the thyroid cartilage. Neither can we 
admit, without fome qualification, that ‘ it is impoffible to cut 
acro/s both trachea and cefophagus, without wounding the caro- 
tid artery.’ If the inftrument employed were always one 
whofe edge. was rectilinear, and the hand which applied it 
took a correfponding dire€tion, we fhould readily concede the 
argument. But the fact being ufually otherwife, the weapon 


being commonly a razor, penknife, or cafe knife, whofe edge 
is 
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is incurvated outwards, or whofe point is calculated to fink 
deepeft between the fwo extremities of the incifion, we are by 
no means fatisfied of the :mpoffibility on which he infifts, though 
the improbability may readily be allowed. 


* One thing more,’ continues our author, ‘ is to be remembered, 
that the firft branch going off from the carotid artery, is the artery 
of the thyroid gland ; that it comes off from the main artery at the 
angle of the jaw, and turns downwards along the fide of the throat, 
to plunge into its gland. Now, as this artery lies along the fide of 
the trachea on its upper part,—and as its tendency is forwards, to- 
wards the fore-part of the trachea, where the gland lies, it is muck 
expofed, and is almoft always cut ;—the bleeding from it is terribly 
profufe ; the patient faints; and the furgeon naturally believes it to 
be the carotid artery; if the furgeon does not come early, its 
bleeding is as fatal as that of the carotid artery itfelf.’ p. 163. 


Mr. Bell next expofes, very fuccefsfully, the miftakes of 
thofe who attempt to relate cafes of this kind, without having 
a knowledge of the true nature of the accident, or an ade- 
quate idea of the anatomy of the parts. 


¢ When a furgeon continues,’ fays he, ‘ during all the cure, to 
drefs his patient daily, without knowing what parts are cut, or, in 
delivering the notes of fuch a cafe, mifnames the parts ,—he is 
guilty of fuch grofs ignorance, that his name fhould hardly be 
concealed. The following defcription I introduce, chiefly for the 
purpofe of illuftrating what I have juft told you ;—it is extracted 
from a medical collection, and is entituled “ The hiftory of a re- 
markable wound of the trachea and neighbouring parts,”—* I 
found this man,” fays the author, “ lying upon the ground, with 
his throat cut from ear to ear,—and an immenfe effufion of blood,” 

“ The external jugular veins, on both fides, were perfectly di- 
vided,—the carotid artery laid bare,—-the trachea arteria divided 
from the larynx, above the pomum adami. The epiglottis and 
glottis entirely detached from the rima glottidis ;—the trachea cut 
through, except about a finger-breadth of the back part, which 
was very much ftretched ; for the trachea, which was thus divided, 
had retraéted equal with the clavicles.” 

‘ This is a very fingular inftance of ignorance and confufion : 
the plain ftory is this, that the man, having cut his throat from ear 
to ear, had feparated the os hyoides, which lies in the root of the 
tongue, from the thyroid cartilage, which forms the upper part of 
the larynx, and confequently the damage was plainly this; the 
mouth was cut open rather than the throat, the tongue was cut 
away from the larynx, and the epiglottis was feparated from the 
glottis, or rima, or chink, for this little opening has all thefe 
names. 

‘To 
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‘ To divide the trachea from the larynx, the cut muft be under 
the thyroid cartilage, or pomum adami; but the author tells us, 
that “ the trachea arteria was divided from the larynx, above the 
pomum adami,” though the pomum adami is itfelf the bulging of 
the larynx, and nothing is above it but the os hyoides and tongue ; 
and he tells us next, that “ the glottis and epiglottis were detached 
from the rima glottidis,” as if the rima glottidis and the glottis were 
not actually the fame. In fhort, the miftakes and abiurdities of 
this kind which are to be found in books, are endlefs, and there 
could neither be pleafure nor inftruction in purfuing this fubjedt 
any farther *. 

¢ The chief difficulty lies in underftanding the anatomy of the 
parts; for, asa fimple wound, you know that ia this, as in any 
other, you have but two points to attend to, to fupprefs the bleeding 
and to procure adhefion. And both thefe points you will under- 
ftand much better, by remembering what I have juft proved to you, 
that very cominonly the wound is high, viz. betwixt the throat and 
the tongue; for this particular place of the wound makes it eafy to 
prevent bleeding, but difficult to procure adhefion.’ Pp. 163. 


The following account of the neceflary treatment clofes 
Mr. Bell’s remarks on this fubjeQ— 


¢ Our chief object,’ fays he, ‘ fhould be, firft to get the parts into 
fair and neat contaét, fo that not a particle of food nor of foam 
fhould efcape; and next, to prevent, by all contrivances and every 
kind of care, the leaft degree of motion of the tongue, or’ parts 
about the throat. It is well known, that if parts do not unite ear- 
ly, it is not eafy to make them unite at any after period ; and yet I 
cannot tell how often I have feen the throat left gaping to a moft 
enormous extent, the faliva continually be{mearing the neck and 
breaft, and the edges of the mouth-like wound as callous as the 
palm of the band. 

* The effort to fwallow cannot be. entirely prevented, for the 
patient will, notwithftanding your remonttrances, continue to {wal- 
low the fpittle, working continually with the throat; but his fwal- 





« * Mr, Benjamin Bell has made a curious conjecture concerning wounds of 
the oefophagus: he fays, ** Wounds of the eefophagus are chiefiy dangerous, on 
account of the difficulty of reaching it from its deep fituation;, and from the 
under part of the efophagus, when entirely feparated from the reft, being apt 
to fall altogether within the fternum; and from the difficulty of fupporting the 
patient with proper nourifhment,” p. 167. Now, Mr. Bell, when he was 
gueffing about this, might as eafily have guefled, (fince the back part of the 
efophagus lies fmooth againft the fore part of the vertebrx), that whenever 
the efophagus was fo fairly cut acrofs, as to fink under the fternum, all the 
parts of the neck mu be cut, and nothing in fact left, but the vertebra for 
the head to nod upon ; in fuch a wound, viz. where the carotid arteries, jugular 
vein, aud great nerve were all cut, I thould-conjecture, that the furgeon would 
not be long troubled about ways and means of fupporting the patient with pro- 
per nourifhment.’ f 

lowing 
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lowing of food fhould not be allowed. To nourifh a man by gly- 
fters, during this tedious cure, is impoffible ; you muft, therefore, 
find fome way of conveying food to the ftomach, without any ef- 
fort on his part, by an eels fkin, or by a flexible leather tube, fuch 
as we ufe for injecting tobacco {moke. 

‘ The continual draining of the faliva cannot be prevented 
otherwife, than by clofing the wound neatly and effectually ; it 
fhould be clofed with a number of feparate ftitches proportioned to 
the extent of the wound. The ftitches fhould be neatgnd firm, 
through the fkin and mufcles,—through all the flefh that you can 
get fairly, but not through the cartilages. In the interftices of the 
ftitches, you fhould lay neat flips of black court plaifter acrofs the 
lips of the wound,—you fhould lay a large flat adhefive plaifter 
over all, to make it firm,—you fhould bring the head forwards, 
and bridle down the chin to the waiftcoat,—your patient fhould be 
ordered neither to {peak nor to fwallow; and he fliould be enjoined 
rather to let the faliva trickle down the corners of his mouth, than 
to {wallow it. 

* In the difordered condition of his mind, large opiates will help 
to compofe him to re{ft, and may be ufeful in appeafing the irrita- 
tion and cough; and you mult efpecially remember, that the pre- 
fence of fome friend is neeeMary both to footh him, and to watch 
over him. Often, indeed, he falls into a humble and penitent ftate 
of mind, and bears every thing quietly ; but fometimes the fhame 
of what he has attempted, and the apprehenfion of appearing again 
in the world, makes him weary of life, withing that what is begun 
were coinpleted; fo that fom-times I have been obliged to bind 
fuch unhappy people before they could be dreffed, and never could 
think of leaving even the mott compofed of them without precaue 
tions.” Pp. 167, 


In the propriety of the treatment here recommended, we 
are perfectly inclined to acquiefce, with one exception only. 
Mr. Bell, in following what we think too much the routine of 
practice in thefe cafes, has not beftowed a due fhare of confi- 
deration on the propriety of attempting, by the help of /iga- 
tures, a union of thofe parts, which, from their natural dif- 
pofition to retract, as well as from their gravitation in every 
pofition of the body where the head is at all raifed, muft have 
a conftant tendency to feparate, and confequently to drag out 
the ftitches. Although by fuch means the fkin may be drawn 
fairly together, and even retained long enough to obtain fome 
degree of union by the firft intention, the wounded furfaces 
of the mufcles themfelves cannot be kept fo completely ia 
contaé?, but that fome cavitics will exift, and afford a lodg- 
ment for matter, which, forcing its way in various directions, 
will utterly defeat the end propofed by the ligatures. ‘Thele 

Crit. Rev. Vor. XVIli. Dec. 1796. Be confe- 
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confequences, at leaft, we have frequently witneffed from the 
ufé of ligatures ; though i it is pofible they may not happen ir 
every inftance; whilft, on the other hand, every good purpofe 
has been anfwered by keeping the chin ‘clofely and fteadily 
down between the clavicles, by means of a bandage pafled 
over the head and under the arm-pits. 

We thall conclude our remarks by obferving, that the pub- 
lication before us abounds with ufeful matter, and exhibits 
fuch traits of a well-informed mind, as cannot fail to imprefs 
Mr. Beli’s readers with confiderable refpedt for his profeflionat 
talents. 





Yurifdiétion and Praéice of the Court of Great Seffions of 
Wales, upon the Chefier Circuit. With Preface and Index. 


8v0. 65. Boards. Butterworth. 1795. 
CORRFC [and well arranged accounts of the powers and 


rules of practice that appertain to reipective courts of 
juftice, deferve the praife of conveying to the public a very 
ufeful fpecies of information. The prefent work contains a 
faithful delineation of a branch of jurifdiction, to be traced to 
remote hiftorical caufes, differing from that of the courts of 
England, and with the forms of which, a confiderable part of 
the legal profeflion are, perhaps, but very flightly acquainted. 
The author thu: intelligently deferibes the motives and the 
plan of his compilation. 


* For the. Chefter circuit, no work has ever been publifhed; ex- 
cept fo much of the Practica Walliz as applies to the counties of 
Montgomery Denbigh and Flint; and except alio a collection of 
" Rules of the Court of Seffions of the C ounty Palatine of Chef- 
ter, 8vo, Chefter, 1733:” and neither of thefe contains a regular 
or entire colleétion even of the general rules and orders for the ju- 
— to which they belong. 

‘In explaining what is here propofed to be done towards fupply- 
ing this deficiency, it fhonld be fat ed ; that upon this circuit, the 
judges of creat feflions hold their office by virtue of two diftiné 
patents, oue for Denbighfhire and Montgomery fhire, and another 
for Flintfhire and Chefhire; but that their chancery jurifdiétion 
ruins through all the three former counties ; and the equitable jurif- 
diétion for the county of Chefter is vefted in the chamberlain of 
Chefter, who exercifes it by his vice-chamberlain. It fhould be 
ftated alfo,’ that the courfe of proceeding upon this circuit has been 
gradually framed and fettled, in fome degree, by certain general 
rules and orders which the judges have A hana from time to 
time ; and ‘in other refpects, according to the particular rules made 


ih part icular cates, % which have been afterwards recurred to as prece- 
--« «-dents, 
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dents. Thefe feveral rules and orders have been cafually noted as 
they arofe by each prothonotary i in his time, and entered into fome 
book for his own private and perfonal inftruction; and it is, by 
comparing thefe feveral manufcript collections, no one of which is 
_complete, and moft of which differ from each other in the variety 
of their contents; and by arranging their meterials according to 
the regular courfe of procedure; and by incorporating with them, 
under their proper heads, every article of the printed Chefter rules ; 
that the prefent compilation has been formed. The diftribution of 
the whole is into four parts. - I. The ftyle and forms of the court. 
{I. Pleas of the crown, IIf. Proceedings in civil aétions; con- 
taining the rule on each point, whether general or {pecial; with its 
date when, and the place where, it was made. IV. Proceedings in 
equity ; which part appears to have been originaily a fort of read- 
ing or private commentary upon the fubjeét; but it now contains 
alfo feveral rules made.in particular cafes, and is reforted to as con- 
clufive authority upon this branch of bufinefs. A general index 
follows, comprizing all the contents of the text.’ Pp. xix. 


The remainder of the author’s preface is occupied with 
the defcription of a topic that has been frequently agitated, 
—namely, whether the abolition of the court of great feffions 
in Wales would not be productive of advantage to that coun- 
try, and aifo facilitate the general adminiftration of juftice in 
the kingdom. The arguments, pro and con, are ftated with per- 
{picuity and candour; thofe in the aflirmative preponderate 
in our author’s opinion; and we fhould entirely agree with 
him, if the expenfe of procefs, at prefent attending the ju- 
rifdiCtion of the Britifh courts, did not fupply a {trong reafon 
for the exiftence of inferior tribunals, where juitice is locally 
and cheaply adminitftered. 





Sketches in Verfe, with Profe Illuftrations. 8vo. 45. Beards. 
Cadell and Davies. 1796. 


OF the greater part of thefe poems, the beft commendation 

that we can fairly give them, is that they are elegantly 
printed on fine wove paper. There is a pretenfion to novelty 
announced by the titles of fome of them, as the Highland 
Ode, the Egyptian Ode, the Arabian Ove; but even thefe, 
though they prefent an affemblage of pleafing and tolerably 
appropriate images, have little claim to the merit of a finifhed 
ode. The following 1 lines from the Egyptian Ode may ferve 
by way of {pecimen— 

* See tufted Faioum breathe delicht 


From rofe-trees kindling on the fight, 
Ee2 
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From orange-blooms, or tamarind-bowers, 
Or the pomegranate’s fcarlet flowers, 

And loftier palms, that wave between 
Their foliage of a deeper green, 

Relieving the bright azure fkies 

Where fcarce a rainy vapour flies ; 
‘While thro’ the fragrance as it blows 

A ftream of limpid amber flows, 

While neft!es many a gurgling dove 
Within the bofom of the grove, 

And from the fhade on fable wings 

With crimfon firip’d—the flamen fprings, 
. And the plum’d oftrich on the fands, 

Or pelican majeftic ftands. 

* To cool the fun’s meridian beams, 
There fruits refrefhing kifs the ftreams, 
Or bluthing to eve’s purple ray 
Amid the breezy verdure play— 

As its leaves fhade each filver fluice 

The pulpy water-melon’s juice, 

To eager thirft delicious balm ; 

And fugary dates that crown the palm.’ vp. 18. 


The profe effays, improperly called i//u/frations, we cannot 
pafs without remark, as we do not remember to have feen 


fentiments fo diametrically oppofite to the fpirit of philofophy, 
or even good common fenfe. Every low-minded prejudice 
and exploded fuperftition, which had been difcarded by the 
liberal and enlightened inveftigations of modern times, this 
author endeavours to revive and defend. In one he inculcates 
the doctrine—the fcripture doétrine as he pretends—of appa- 
ritions 3 in another, the ‘ homage and veneration’ due to 
birth. A few fentences may futhce to fhow how far he car- 
ries his ideas— 

‘ He, who is defcended from people of education, inherits, in 
general, a different turn of underftanding and difpofition from the 
man who is born of mean or vulgar parents. And it is natural to 
fuppofe, that that peculiar turn inherent in the man of family, is 
by far the moft refpeétable. The offspring of gentlemen are born 
with a-delicate bodily contexture, very eafily diftinguifhable from 
that of vulgar children, Why, then, may not the mental conftitu- 
tion be equally different?’ Pp, 111. 


When * the patrician race intermix with the plebeian,’ 
thefe wonderful advantages, we are told, are loft. The author 
has even prefumed to fix (which is rather a delicate fpecula- 
tion) the point of time at which thefe advantages of mind and 


body 
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body become inherent in the race : for he afferts that ‘ the 
continuance of the fame opportunities, &c. may probably fix, 
after a generation or two, the peculiar qualities of a family, fo 
as to make them hereditary, provided the family defcend not 
to degrading conneétions.’ 

There is one difficulty, however, in this bufinefs, which we 
have always felt to be a very puzzling one: as the great found- 
er of the race enjoys none of thefe fublime advantages, we do 
not fee how a man can tranfmit what he never had. Of the 
novi homines, our author {peaks with great contempt— 


¢ Ig the mean time, the new-created gentleman, endeavouring to 
bring his crude unripened-virtues, his equivocal qualities into light, 
is checked, at every effort, expofed as he is to the cenfure of affec» 
tation, of haughtinefs, and of pertinaeity. The man, through 
whofe veins is flowing a rich tide of uncontaminated bload, is often 
remarked for the prifline fincerity, the old hofpitality, the honeft 
ingenuoufnefs of family.’ P. 116. 


Is it poflible to carry further Mr. Burke’s idea of cheri/hing 
prejudices ? - 





Effays by a Society of Gentlemen, at Exeter. (Concluded from 


p- 279-) 

W E left this very refpe€table colle€tion at the end of the 

tenth eflay, as the remarks on Shakfpeare were extend- 
ed through three articles, which, if not connected, yet feem- 
ed at Jea{t written in the fame ftyle, probably by the fame au- 
thor. The rrth, § On Literary Fame and the Hiftorical 
Chara€ters’ of our great dramatilt, is an ingenious. eflay, 
which will probably be generally read. The author traces to 
its fource the foundations of literary fame, and defcribes the 
current, which aftonithes, from its magnitude and fplendour, 
as obfcurely gliding, or contemptuoufly overlooked, at its 
origin. Such were the ftreams of Shakfpeare and Milton, 
while their contemporaries, though warmly praifed, or raptu- 
roufly admired fora time, were foon forgotten. ‘The impref- 
fion which the hiftorical characters of Shakf{peare make on 
our minds, is derived from the minute traits or anecdotes 
which the poet preferves, and which, inftead of reprefenting 
a general, fixes the idea of an individual perfonage. ‘This is 
exemplified ia various initances: we fhall felect one or two— 


¢* When Falftaff ridicules the flender form of prince Henry, and 
fays that he would give a thoufand pounds if he was able to run as 
faft as he could, &c. we muft.not fuppofe that thofe words are 
thrown out accidentally. Hiftorians agree in defcribing him as 
E ¢ 3 tall, 
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tall, thin, and aétive. Like Achilles he was no lefs:confpicuous 
for fwiftnefs than for perfonal courage. The former is reprefented 
by Pindar as 


Kreivovt’ eraQous avev xve 
-vay, Oorrcy 6’ EpKewy’ 
Tlooot yap xparsoney. Nem. Od. 3. 


And we might be almoft tempted to fuppofe that our old annalift 
copied from the Grecian bari, bit for the words inclofed in a par- 
enthefis. ~* He was pafling fwift in running, infomych that he 
(with two other of his lords) without hounds, bow, or other en- 
gine, would take a wild buck or doe, in a large park.” (Stowe.) 
* Omnes Coztaneos, fays Thomas de Etmham, faliendo preecefft, 

curfu veloci fimul currentes prevenit.” We fee from thefe quota- 
tions, thé propriety of Hotfpur’s fiyling him © the nimble mad- cap 
prince of Wales ;” and the peculiar juftice of the following compa- 
rifon, drawn by Vernon, a friend of Hotfpur’s. 


* T faw young Harry with his beaver on, 
His civiffes on his thighs, gallantly armed, 
Rife from the ground like feathered Mercury ; 
And vaulted with fuch eafe into his feat, 
As if an angel dropt down from the clouds 
‘To turn and wind a fiery Pegafus, 
And, witch the world with noble horfemanfhip.” 
Hen. 4th, 1ft part. A. 4. S. 1. 


A variety ‘of beautiful and happy allufions occur likewife in the 
former part of the fame fpeech. An attention to fuch minutix, 
thoush not hiftorically true, mut have a wonderful effect in realiz- 
‘ing the dramatis perfonw.—Even in refpeét to animals, as well as 
men, Shakfpeare will not deal in generals. The tragedy hero of a 
modern dramatift would call for « his barbed £ teed” or his “ fiery 
courfer ;”? bat a Richard orders his groom to 


“ Saddle white Surrey for ihe field to-morrow,” — 


And hiftorians fay, that when he entered the town of Leicefter, 
he was mounted on a great white courfer.” May we not reafon- 
ably fuppofe, that this was the identical Surrey ? The gallant earl, 
‘whofe name he bore, was warmly attached to Richard, and had 
probably, as a proof of his reg»rd, beitowed on him this accepta- 
bie prefent. 
‘ The impetuous Hotfpur impatiently enquires after his “ crop- 
ar Roan,” and exclaims, in equeftrian tranfport, “ that roan fhall 
be my throne.” His foncinets for his horfe (of which he appears 
ro be no lefs proud than Diomede, a congenial character, was of 
the fteeds of Tros,) is one of his marking features, and humour- 
oufly ridiculed by his rival in fame, prince Henry. (Henry 4th, 
ift 
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ift part A. 2, S. 8.) When Vernon, therefore, gxpatiates with 
more candour than difcretion, in praife of his “ nobie horfeman- 
fhip,” it peculiarly irritates the mind of Horfpur. His reply, par- 
ticularly the conclufion, is truly chara“terifftfc. 


“ Come, let me take my horie, 
Who is to bear me, like a thunderbolt, 
Againft the bofom of the prince of Wales. 
Harry to Harry fall, and horfe to horfe, 
Meet, and ne’er part till one drop down a corfe !” 
Hen. 4th, 1ft part, A. 4. 5S. 


Hotfpur feels himfelf touched in a tender point. ~ His rival is ¢ele- 
brated for a qualification in which he thought himfelf pre-eminent ; 
and his mind reverts with vexation to the unpleafing idea. The 
beauty of this natural fally of paflion efcaped the earlier editors of 
Shakfpeare ; and it has been printed “ not horfe to horfe,” in ever 
edition but the firft, till fir Thomas Hanmer reftored the original 
reading. Such a little trait diftinguifhes a mafter’s hand more than 
pages of laboured declamation.’ pP. 266. 


The other eflays, feemingly from the fame pen,—for we 
prefer internal evidence to the delufive light which the fignar 
tures hold out,—are apologies for the characters of Jago and 
Shylock. Thefe are ingenious jeux d’efprit—the caufes are 
defperate ; and if the author does not fucceed, the failure 
cannot injure ‘ his fair fame.’ He has faid much more in fa- 
vour of Jago than of Shylock, and has almoft led us to think 
that Jago’s wrongs would have, in fome meafure, juttified his 
revenge, ii revenge were ever ju(tifiable. 

In returniag to the order of the efiays, we next proceed to 
the * Curfory Remarks on the prefent State of Philofoptiy and 
Science,” with which we fhall unite the philofophical papers, 
though pretty certainly not written by the fame author. ‘The 
curfory remarks contain a light but pleafing and correct view 
of the prefent ftate of [cience. We with often for fome re- 
trofpect of this kind; fome vera from which we may mark 
our progreflive fteps, and calculate our improvements. We 
differ from this author in two or three circumftances of po 
great importance ; but we perceive fome novelties {cattered 
through his pages, which, if extended at more length, would 
claim our attention ; and an accuracy of comprehenfion which 
deferves our regard. ‘This eflay, though light, is by no means 
fuperficial. 

One pailage in thefe remarks feems to point them out as 
having been written by the author cf the next philcfophical 
eflay we thall notice—‘ Refle€tions on the Compofition and 
Decompofition of the Atmotphere, .as influencing Meteorolo- 

Ee4 gical 
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gical Phenomena.’ The object of this effay is to fhow that 
rain is not a depofition of water diffolved in air: for though 
the author admits of the folution of water, he confiders it as 
not fo extenfive in its operation as to produce rain. ‘This he 
fuppofes to arife from a change of air into water, and, on the 
contrary, water, in evaporation, becomes air. The means 
by which thefe changes are effected, he feems not clearly to 
have explained. The change from water into air is accom- 
paniéd with the evolution and appearance of the elc¢trical 
fluid ; and this he has traced in fo many inftances, and fhown 
the connection of thefe phenomena fo ftrikingly, that if the 
union of the electrical fluid with air is not alone the caufe of 
its converfion into water, it has at leaft a confiderable fhare in 
the change. ‘This effay we confider as fingularly ingenious 
and philofophical: we cannot add that we are completely 
convinced; yet, having followed the chain of reafoning clofe- 
ly, we know not where to fix the ftandard of oppofition. The 
facts (for the author refts neither on declamation nor hypo- 
thefis) are well chofen, and the deduétions feemingly accurate. 
We cannot feparate the arguments, but fhall felect what we 
confider as a fatisfactory explanation of fome feemingly unac- 
countable fa¢ts. 


‘ It appears to me highly probable, that the pofitive electricity 


of the air, which is its moft conftant and apparently its natural 
ftate, is owing to the decompofition of water, which in its change 
into air, fuffers the eleétrical fluid, feemingly one of its component 
parts, to efcape. But this opinion muft not reft on fufpicion only, 

* Tt has been long fince obferved, that the {team of boiling water 
is electrified negatively, while the vapour of water, poured on a 
hot iron, poffeffes an electricity of the oppofite kind. Thefe facts 
{till appear unaccountable, and have not hitnerto I believe been 
connected with two others, that inflammable air is conttantly pro- 
duced by water paffing through an intenfely heated gun barrel, filled 
with iron filings, and that the air proceeds from the decompofition 
of the water. If then the electricity muft proceed from a conduc- 
tor or an electric per fe, there can be little doubt of its fource. 
The inflammable air may be procured alfo, if copper be employ- 
ed; but in lefs quantity; and fometimes even through porcelain 
though imperfectly, and apparently, in confequence of the bifcuit 
containing fome iron. With this clue let us examine M. Sauffure’s 
experiments particularly. 

‘ When a little water falls on iron intenfely heated, it does not 
immediately evaporate: like the drop of water on the cabbage leaf, 
the reflection fhows, that it is not in contact with the iron, but 
kept by a repulfive power, at fome diftance. When the water is 


dropped into a crucible, it remains a little longer, and difappears 
. enly 
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only after feveral feconds. The electricity is then pofitive. When 
the heat is lefs, the evaporation is quicker, and the electricity lefs 
powerful : : when ftill lefs, fo as to occafion a hiffing noife, the elec- 
tricity is negative. In porcelain veflels, it is generally negative, and 
in veflels of pure filver always fo. 

‘ M. Sauflure, who relates thefe experiments, has involved the 
fubjeét by confidering the difappearance of the water as, in every 
inftance, owing to its evaporation, If, as we now know, water 
be decompofed, while in contaé with hot iron, all the intricacy 
will be removed; nor can we fpeak, with our author, of ‘ thefe 
unconnected faéts, as with difficulty reconciled to the common fyf- 
tems, and as feeming to fhrink from principles hitherto known.’ 
The tine he obferves, when water difappears moft flowly, is that 
when the crucible ceafes to thine. This circumftance would be a 
priori probable, if the difappearance of the water proceeded from 
its decompofition, for it is the loweft degree of heat in which the 
feparation of the ingredients takes place, a procefs always conneét- 
ed with light. Atalower degree, the water forms only veficular 
vapour, and, as it is {till a watery fluid, no change of electricity is 
obferved, or from caufes, which it is unneceflary to explain, the 
electricity becomes negative. Silver does not, in any refpect, con- 
tribute to the decompofition of water, and conduéts more readily, 
when warmed, the electricity, which the water might have poffeff- 
ed. In an iron or copper veffel, with a narrow orifice, the water 
difappears more quickly and the eleétricity is pofitive, as might have 
been expected from the additional heat, which the water was fub- 
jected to. In the wolopile, water feems to.be conftantly decompof- 
ed, for it makes fire burn, with an enlarged and more brilliant 
flame, a-proof of the prefence of a pure elaflic fluid, whofe exift- 
ence and whofe fource has not hitherto been fufpected. 

‘ M. Sauflure is equally perplexed by the refult of other experi- 
ments, which the fame explanation will reconcile. He was greatly 
furprized to find electricity only in boiling liquors, not in burning 
bodies. It is well known, that after the moft careful diftillation, 
the whole of the water cannot be recovered, and it is equally cer- 
tain, that fome water is formed during the burning of every vegeta- 
ble fubftance. The electricity therefore efcapes, in the firft inftance, 
on the decompofition of the water, and is combined with the wa- 
ter in the fecond.’ Pp. 373. 


The only other effay of this clafs is on § Light, particularly 
on its Combination and Separation as a Chemical Principle.’— 
On this we can fcarcely hazard any opinion. A ftudied con- 
cifeneis, anda compacted mafs of facts and authorities, ren- 
der it at firft with difficulty intelligible. When we had at- 
tained this end, the numerous novelties flartled us; and we 
were again obliged to go over the whole, with as many of the 

“authors 
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authors as we could procure, in our hands. After this labour, 
we can venture at leaft to praife the author for induftry, accu- 
racy, and (if farther inquiry fhould confirm his opinion) for 
extenfive views ind ingenious refearch. At prefent we fhall 
confine ourfelves to the outline. Light he confiders as a body 
darted by the fun, and capable of combining with the various 
fubftances it meets with ; producing, by that means, different 
chemical changes. In general, he fuppofes it as unchange- 
able ; and even in the prifm, the atom of light is, he thinks, 
expanded rather than decompounded. Its principal chemical 
‘effect is to feparate oxygene ; and from this very conftant fe- 
paration of what is confidered in this effay as the leaft com- 
pounded form of heat, it is concluded that light and heat ac- 
tually repel each other; that their fimultaneous appearance is 
really owing to this mutual repulfion, which, when fudden 
and violent, occafions the loudeft and moft dangerous explo- 
fions, particularly thofe of aurum and argentum fulminans, 
gunpowder, &c. With thefe views the author traces light as 
a component part in many fubftances, where it has not hi- 
therto been fuppofed to exift, particularly in vegetables, whofe 
functions and economy he has endeavoured to illuflrate from 
the beft obfervérs in fertile ground, &c. &c. ‘The fun, he 
thinks with Mr. Herfchel, is luminous only, confitting of a 
fubftance in which light is a copicus ingredient. - 

Various other incidental circumftances of ingenuity and 
importance occur: but for thefe we muft refer to the volume. 
On many fubjects the author has ftepped beyond the beaten 
paths, fometimnes with fuccefs; but the principal pofitions can 
only be decided on after repeated inquiry and very particular 
examination. 4 

To return once more from our wanderings—the two next 
effavs *On Sepu'ture in general, and on Sepulchral fingle Stones 
ere€t’—and On Benevolence and Friendfhip (thould it not 
have been feeling ? for no part of the eflay is connected with 
friendthip) as oppofed to Principle,’ are of the lighter kind. 
The former is‘a pleafing colleétion of paffages from ancient 
authors, illuftiating their cuftoms refpecting fepulture ; and 
the latter a proper reprehenfion of the glaring and delufive 
colouring thrown over fome admired characters, hiding their 
want of principle by a difplay of feeling or agreeab'e levity. 

To the fonnets in blank verfe we are not particularly par- 
tial. The name at leatt feems to have been mifapplied; and 
we rather wifh to take a fpecimen of this kind of poetry from 
the three pleafing fonnets in a fubfequent article. 


* O Sleep! and haft thou deign’d once more around 
M, temples, thy refrefhing wreathe totwine, - 


= 


Moificn’d 
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Moiften’d with fragrant balm, ahd gratefol dews, 
Each anxious thought in fiiken flumbers bound ; 
So oft of late drage’ d to my painful bed 

By force of cpiate fpell ?—Tiay gift renews 

O condefcending power! my vigour loft; 

I fee with joy the face of morning thine ; 

Swift in their paths again the ideas tread, 
Imprifon’d long, and fetter’d as in froft. 

Hail gentle Sleep !—But I in time forbear 

Thy tranguil foul to ruffle with my ftrain: 

Still thy fpontaneous favours let me fhare, 

And not compell thee to my couch again.’ Pp. $49. 


The effay ‘On the Aramic Language’ j is connected with 
the chronological obfervations on Ptolemy’s canon. ‘This 
language our ‘author endeavours to fhow was. the Chaldean, 
while the ancient, Hebrew was nearly the Pheenician in Sama- 
ritan characters; and the Syrian, or Aramic tongue, was ef- 
fentially different from the Syrian of later ages. Various ar- 
guments are adduced in {upport of this opinion, from paflages 
m Ezra, &c. But the whole is probably too far removed from 
general reading, to require our enlarging on.jit in a review of 
a popular work. ’ 

The Venetian flory, i in its outline, is taken from Mrs. Pi- 
0zzi’s Travels, and is filled up with much pathos and judge 
ment. It highly interefted and entertained us ; but no extra 
would give an adequate idea of its effects. 

The two odes we fhall confider together; and ‘we give the 
amare to the genius of Danmorium, though that ‘ To 

‘iGtory” is fpirited and energetic. The Genius of Dan- 
monium’ is full of picturefque imagery and pleafing deferip- 
tion. In the following ftanza, however, we again catch ‘a 
view of an eaftern colonization ; but what»we meant rather to 
remark is, that the author copies Celtic manners rather than 
the eaftern, the parent and fource of Gothic inflitutions. 


¢ Snatcht from the altars of the eaft 
I fee the fires of Danmon rife! 
To mark the new-moon’s folemn feaft, 
Behold, they lighten to the fkies : 
And, as affembled clans in filence gaze, 
The diftant Karnes draw near, and kindle to the blaze '’ 
P. 543- 
The Pe ftanzas are highly beautiful, or fublimely 
terrific — 


‘ Fait by yon chafmed hill that frowns 
Cleft by an elemental fhock, 
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As afhen foliage light embrowns 
Its rude fide ribb’d with matiy rock ; 
Lo, on the#pillar’d way the white-robe’d bands 
In long proceftion move, where proud the Cromlech ftands. 


* But fee, where breaking thro’ the gloom, 
Danmonium’s warrior-genius fpeeds 
That fcythed car, the dread of Rome ! 
See, fietcer than the lightning, fteeds 
Trampling the dead, their hoofs with carnage ftain, 
Rufh thro’ the {pear-ftrown field, and fnort o’er heaps of 
flain. 


¢ Such was the heart-infpiring theme 
Of bards who fung each recent deed; 
Whether amid the mailed gleam 
Of -wary they faw the hero’bleed ; 
Or, whether, in the Druid’s circling fane, 
They hymn’d to dreadful rites, the deep myfterious frain.’ 
P. $44. 


The ‘ Obfervations on Hefiod and Homer, and the fhields of 
Hercules and Achilles,’ deferve particular attention. After 
offering fome obfervations in defence of Hefiod, againft the 
criticiims of Longinus, the author proceeds to obferve,— 
what he afterwards more fully enlarges on,—that thefe fcenes 
could not have been reprefented on any fhield, and were ne- 
ver intended to have been fo: they were wholly pictured by 
the imagination to the fancy, without any farther .defign. 
The following obfervations are very judicious— 


¢ Without entering now into the difpute whether Hefiod was 
more antient than Homer, or whether the Aczig ‘“Hpaxazog was writ- 
ten by him, or fome fubfequent author; I fhall only obferve that 
it is plain, one poet nutt have determined to try his ftrength with 
the ether, or both muft have had recourfe to a defcription by fomie 
previous bard, For befides many fimilar fcenesand images, fome verfes 
ase literally the fame. _ This could not have happened accidentully. 
It appears indeed to me from the internal evidence, that Hefiod’s 
compofition was the original.—It has a freer, bolder air, It has 
more of the terrible graces. It's colouring is not fo diftinét. The 
circumftances are more briefly, and rapidly touched on. It has 
more fublimity, but lefs beauty. It has not that appearance of care 
and art; that laborious and nice arrangement of incidents. It is 
the “ monte decurrens amnis, quem imbres fuper notas aluere 
ripas ;”’ while Homer's flows thro’ the plain, fmooth, and more 
uniformly majeftic, It is what Virgil in many places is to Homer, 

what Sophocles is to A‘fchylus. 
‘ The dragon, the ferpeats, the Lapithaean war, Perfeus and the 
Gorgons, 
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Gorgons, the efflembled gods, with Apollo and the Mufes, the port, 
the courfing fcene, the horfe and chariot races, are omitted by 
Homer, perhaps becaufe he could not vary them with advantage. 
In the battle, he fails, and even takes the moft ftriking image, word 
for word, from Hefiod. In the previous circuinftances, the coun- 
cil of the befiegers, and the ambufh of the befieged, he is tame on 
comparifon, Nor, are Pallas and Mars at the head of the citizens, 
in arms of gold, and of fuperiour ftature like gods, equal to the 
fame deity, ftanding on his car, “ imbathed in blood, as he had 
{tripp’d the fallen e’er they expired.”—Or to Minerva with her 
{pear, her helmet, and Aégis, 


“ as on fhe moved, 
And fought the thickeft ranks of cruel war.” PR. 437- 


Thisauthor tranflates the fhields of Hercules and Achillesinto 
blank verfe, in order to compare or contra{ft them more advan- 
tageoufly ; and as Mr. Pope’stranflation, which was in rhyme, 
rendered it lefs fit for the comparifon, fo Mr. Cowper’s, he 
thinks, from various imperfections, was by no means adapted 
to his purpofe. The remarks on Mr. Cowper are peculiarly 
judicious. Of the tranflations we.:an only fay, that they ap- 
pear to us faithful, energetic, and pointedly defcriptive : they 
cannot claim the polifhed elegance and high finith of fome 
modern poetry; nor were thefe ornaments, perhaps, the 
tranflator’s object. As they now ftand, they fully juftify the 
opinion we have tranfcribed in our lait extract from this effay. 
In the beginning of Hefiod’s poem, tiraveg is tranflated Alver, 
though it is admitted in the note, that its real meaning is gyp- 
fum ; but the other fubftance is preferred as better adapted for a 
fhield. The author might have approached nearer the mean- 
ing, by adopting the word /par, a form of gypfum, and in 
many cafes a fubitance highly ornamental. 

The only remaining effay is, ‘On the Valley of Stones 
and the Country near Linton,’ a beautiful {pot, if the author 
has not indulged the poetic licence, in the warmth of his de- 
{cription. We ought, however, to apologife for this infinu- 
ation, which we fhould have rejected as i'liberal, if we had 
not found him fometimes tifing @ litle above the modelty of 
humble profe. But much mutt be forgiven in a warm enthu- 
fiaftic admirer of beautiful feenery, and picturefque objects of 
nature. 

We mutt now take our leave of thefe authors, whofe works 
we have foftered with our attention, as fcyons of promile, 
perhaps already ornaments of the literary foreit. In reality, 
we confider this as in many refpects an important publication. 
Iu various parts it fleps beyond the ufual confines, and dif- 


plays 
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plays many traces of vigorous and comprehenfive minds. In 
philofophy, in criticifm and hiftory, its leading traits, we fee 
many traces’ of valuable advances in fcience and knowledge. 
Four of the plates we have already noticed as reprefentations 
of antiquities found in Devonfhire; and one other, not men- 
tioned, is the crect ftone, the tomb of Seward on the borders 
of Scotland, defcribed in the paper on fepulture. 

We cannot, however, wholly part without a word of fober 
admonition, perhaps of reprehenfion. The typographical errors 
are too numerous; and though the important faults are marked 
in the Table of Errata, many little deformities occur, which 
retard with unpleafing fenfations the attentive reader. Should 
this volume reach a fecond edition, an event by no means im- 
probabie, thefe may be corrected ; and we would recommend, 
at the fame time, a judicious curtailment of fome of the longer 
eflays, particularly that on the character of Pindar, and on 
the Population of Europe. Perhaps, had fome of the more 
abftrufe papers been omitted, the work might have been 
found more generally interefting and entertaining. As it is, 
the authors deferve our thanks; and we have little doubt but 
the public encouragementywill induce them to add at leaft 
another volume, which inethe Advertifement is partly pro- 
mifed. 





Five Difcourfes, containing certain Arguments for and againft 
the Reception of Chrifiianity by the antient ‘Fews and Greeks. 
Preached at Croyden, in Surry, by ‘John Ireland, A. M. 
Vicar of the faid Church. To which are fubjoined, illufira- 
tive Notes, 8vo. 35.6¢d. Boards. Yaulder. 1796. 


V 7E know not how to prefent a jufter view of what thefe 
difcourfes contain, than by annexing the fummary 
given by the author— 


‘ Such, then, has been the progrefs of our thoughts concerning 
the few and the Greek. The former has been impelled to the ac- 
ceptance of a fpiritual Meffiah by the perpetual dependence of his 
political condition, and by the afcendancy of his religious deftina- 
tion; while the caufe of his infidelity is the fruftrated hope of a 
temporal fovereignty. The latter has been invited to the goipel by 
the adaptation of its miracles and doé¢trines to the principles of his 
own criticifm. But the conviction afforded by this mode of reafoning 
he alfo difciaims, on account of the irkfome obedience command- 
ed by the gofpel, and his unwillingnefs to fubmit, in peace, to the 
fovereignty of any fyftem ; efpecially that which wanted the means 
of promoting its reception by the attendant influence of worldly | 

7 authority. 
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authority. Of his remaining objections, one is furnifhed by a phi- 
tofophy equally prejudiced againft all religions, the other drawn 
from a fuperftitious fpirit obftinately attached to the inftitutions of 
its national worfhip. 

‘ But fiall we have entered into a difquifition, gratifying to cu- 
riofity alone, and not capable of folid ufe? “Do we fo fight,. as 
one that beateth the air?”” God forbid. For each of the argument 
here adduced will apply itfelf.to the confirmation of our own faith. 
The inferences drawn for the Jew from the conduct of his hiftory, 
are equaliy calculated for the Chriftian, fince they comfort us with 
the affurance that we have received the true Mefliah whom he dif. 
allowed. Meanwhile, the caufe of his erroneous rejection will 
hardly tempt our minds to a dangerous imitation, It was a national 
caufe, affecting only the fons of Ifrael. Our own faith, therefore 
remaining uncontaminated by the enquiry, we fafely contemplate 
the infidelity of the Jew. 

* Our views, we confefs, were not fo remote in our treatment of 
the Greek. If, in the prefent times, there are any difinclined to 
the gofpel, they are fuch as would tread in his fteps rather than in 
thofe of the Jew ;—would affect the philofophical f{cepticifm of the 
one, in preference to the more fullen and interefted refufal of the 
other. Therefore, to them we have fpoken through the perfon of 
the earlier unbeliever. Them we have endeavoured to perfuade, 
by arguments appropriated to their aflumed modes of thinking. Bue 
in them alfo we find the fatal objection which firft ftrikes us in their 
corrupt models. It is the dreaded pain of religious obedience which 
tempts them to the profeffion of infidelity. If, in {pite of its di- 
vine evidence, authority is ftilt denied by them to the gofpel,. it is 
that its purity may not reftrain them, and that they may deem them- 
felves at liberty to “* commit all iniquity with greedinefs.” But let 
this awful truth be well remembered: whether we believe or ditbe- 
lieve, the great purpofes of the gofpel are travelling onwards to their 
accompliihment. And happy they, who, before the dreadful day 
of account, when the hidden motives of all our aétions fhall be 
produced “ before men and angels,” can furmount the prejudices 
of earthly corruption which degraded the Jew,—the influence of a 
vain philofophy which perverted the Greek ;—and penetrated. with 
a due fenfe of that revelation which calls them to itfelf, can cry 
out to its divine author, in the language of earneft faith, renoun- 
cing all other confidence, “* Lord, to whom fhall we go? T hou haft 
the words of eternal life; and we believe, and are fure, that thou 
art that Chrift; the Son of the living God.” rr, 164. 


* 
’ Shetchay 
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radters of the mofi eminent-/Vriters in different Languages, 
ancient and modern, and Critical Remarks on their Works. 
. Together with feveral Literary Efjays. The Whole defigned as 
a Dire&ory, to guide the Judgment and form the Tajje in 
reading the be/t Authors. By the late Robert Alves, A. M. 
Zo which is prefixed, a Jhort Biographical Account of the 


Author. 8vo. Chapman. Edinburgh. 
"THE fubje&t of this performance is interefting; and a pro- 


dution of fuch a nature, even if it fhould not be exe- 
cuted with extraordinary ability, cannot but amufe and inform 
the reader. The name of the author is, indeed, obfcure; 
but want of fame does not always imply want of merit. 
From a {ketch of his life prefixed to the volume, we find, 
that he was educated at the univerfity of Aberdeen; that he 
afterwards officiated as a fchoolmafter and a private tutor ; 
that he was occafionally employed as a writer by the Scottifh 
bookfellers; and that he died while this work was in the hands 
of the printer. 

In {peaking of early poetry, he evinces an adherence to the 

ejudices of his countrymen, by treating of the works of 

Bilan, as if no doubts were entertained of their authenticity. 
But that point feems now to be adjufted; and we may, with 
fome degree of confidence, confider thofe pieces as fuppofi- 
titious. ‘ 

He properly reprefents poetry as the firft exercife of rude 
nations in literary compofition. ‘fo this art he affigns three 
ftages in its progrefs to refinement. ‘In the moft favage {tate 
of fociety (he fays), it will be rude, bold, metaphorical ; but 
full of paflion and nature. In the fecond ftage, it will be 
more comprehenfive in its objects, as well as ‘sernog he 
more correct, but lefs ardent ; more ample than fublime. In 
the third ftage, imagination, paffion, and philofopliy, will all 
unite to carry it to the higheit perfection.’ 

In his view of the oriental learning and philofophy, he of- 
fers nothing new; and his account of the origin of Grecian 
literature contains no {triking remarks. The lives and cha- 
racters, however, of the principal Greek writers, are {ketched 
with accuracy. 

Proceeding to Roman literature, Mr. Alves traces it from 
the ymes of the poets Livius and Ennius to it’s fubfequent 
ftages of improvement. Having reached the time of the great 
Roman orator, he fays, ‘fimplicity of ityle feems to have been 
the diftinguifhing cheracteriltic of the Ciceronian age:’ but it 


may be obferved, that it was more the characteriftic of other 
writers 
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writer$ than of Cicero himfelf: Arriving at the Auguftan age, 
he beftows high and deferved praife on Livy; Horace, and 
other ornaments of that period: 

His account of the literature of modern Italy is not defpi- 
cable; nor has he given an ill-drawn fketch of that of Spain 
‘and Portugal. In his ftri€tures upon French writers, he treats 

Rouffeau with fome feverity, but allows that the fentiments 
of that admired author are generally favourable to liberty and 
virtue. With regard to Montefquieu, he obferves, that, ‘ to 
the liberal {pirit diffufed by his writings among his country- 
men, may be partly afcribed the firft {parks of freedom which 
blazed in France ;’ and of Voltaire he fays, that he ‘ in paré 
prophefied the prefent revolution.” That the literary efforts 
of thefe ingenious men contributed to prepare the minds of 
the French for the fubverfion of defpotifm, we have abundart 
reafon to believe. 
' The furvey of German literature is extremely fuperficial. 
Though Mr. Alves was unacquainted with the language of the 
Germans, he might eafily have given a more full and fatisfac- 
tory fketch of their progrefs in every branch of letters. 

An hiftorian of literature, even in a mere outline, might 
be expedted to have fpoken of many Englifh writers who pre- 
ceded Chaucer; but our author, after the mention -of Alfred 
the Great and Richard I. as muficians and poets, proceeds to 
the fourteenth and following centuries. He is too brief in his 
remarks upon Chaucer, though his view of the character of 
that bard is juft. Of Spenfer, he affirms, that ‘ tendernefs 
and wea! a in the extreme; romantic love; a conftant 
vein of humanity that does honour to human nature ; high 
ftrokes of fublime and enchanting defcription ; all tend to 
mark out and diftinguifh this great and amiable poet :’ but he 
has not overlooked the faults of this obje& of his admiration ; 
for he condemns the too frequent ‘ obtrufion of enchanted 
forefts, diftreffed damfels, knights errant, giants, demons, 
dragons, and wizards;’ is difpleafed with the flimify veil of 
allegory which covers the Fairy Queen; and confiders the 
moral as ‘ too jejune and bare to require fuch a parade of 
wild defcription.’ 

In his fuperficial view of the drama, he laments, with rea- 
fon, the prefent darknefs of ‘the Britifh hemifphere of dra- 
matic poetry ;’ and recommends the revival of old plays of 
merit. Our theatrical managers do not wholly neglect this 
practice. : 

Cowley, Waller, and other poets, are properly characterifed 
by Mr. Alves; and to Milton he pays that refpeét which is 
due to his tranfcendent merit. He is not, however, perfectly 
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happy in his difcrimination of the \ poetical characters of 
Payee and Pope. 

e treats of Scottith literature con amore; and, among the 
modern poets of North-Britain, he has introduced himfelf. 
Though his felf-love did not fo far overcome his modefty as 
to induce him to praife himfelf, he was tempted to infert (for 
this part of the work was printed before his deceafe) a pane- 
gytic upon his own poem of the Weeping Bard, extracted 
from one of the Reviews, including a copious and a pleafing 
{pecimen of the piece. 

To the hiftory are fubjoined litcrary effays, which chiefly 
involve comparifons and illuftrations of ancient and modern 
authors. In comparing Milton with Shakfpeare, Mr. Alves 
intimates his opinion, that the chief difference lies in expref- 
fion. § The thoughts of both (he fays) are equally great: 
the latter, perhaps, is more metaphorical, more pregnant in 
allufions : but the other is more correct, more claffically ele- 
gant. In tragedy, both have flrong language and marked 
characters; but Shakfpeare is more “varied and natural, de 
fcribing every fhade and gradation of character.” He after- 
wards fays, ‘Milton, like Homer, is uniformly great ;’ but 
this affertion is not true of either of thofe poets, or of any 
writer who ever exilted. The merits of Homer, Virgil, and 
Horace, are illuftrated in diftinct eflays, with fome tafte and 
jecgnent Herodotus and Livy are not unaptly compared ; 

ut the fhades of refemblance and of diiference, between 
‘Thucydides and Sailuit, are lefs accurately traced. In the 
next eflay, we again meet with the f{purious Caledonian bard, 
who is compared with Otwa 

The moft diftinguifhed orators who have adorned the Britifh 
fenate m modern times, are enumerated in one of the effays. 
* John and Archibald, dukes of Argyle (we are informed) 
were remarkab:e for a {trong and bold eloquence ; and the 
earl of Chefterfield, their contemporary and rival, excelled 
in that hind which is regular, elegant, and pathetic. The 
eloquence of the late earl of Chatham is well charaé terifed, 
2s ‘ardent, abrupt, defultory, irregular.’ The three preatell 
orators in the prefent parliament are thus defcribed. ‘Sheridan 
is correct, eafy, and rhetorical: Fox is argumentative, com- 
prehenfive, verlatile, and flows with an unbounded ftream of 
unftudied eloquence. Pitt poffeffes fingular abilities, and is 
more pointed, fleady, and perfuafive.” With refpect to the 
firft of thefe three fenators, an addition might have been made 
to this delineation, by re ferring to his extraordinary powers of 
wit and pleafantry; and of the lait it might have been faid, 
that he is fpecieus and fophiftical. 

One 
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- One effay is appropriated to the effufions of fevere farcafm 
upon Dr. Johnfon, whom, for well-known reafons, the Scots 
are not inclined to praife. Mr. Alves admits his pretenfions 
to a confiderable degree of literary merit ; but reprefents him 
as a compound of prejudice, ill-nature, caprice, arrogance, 
vanity, envy, and malice, and as a fuperftitious cultivator of 
the forms of devotion, rather than the effence of religion, 
which did not manifeft itfelf either in his heart or his life. 
‘The colouring of this portrait is certainly unjuit ;, but fome 
parts of the fketch bear a refemblance to the real character of 
Johnfon. If this writer has cenfured him with too much acri- 
mony, it muft be allowed that many of his friends have ex- 
tolled him beyond the bounds of truth. 

It is proper to iptimate, that this production was revifed by 
the late lord Gardenftoun, who added various remarks to it; 
which, however, do not require particular quotation. 

Notwithftanding occafional blemifhes and imperfections 
both of flyle and ttatement, we may pronounce this work to 
be an ufeful companion for young ftudents ; nor will the more 
experienced fcholar find it whoily undeterving of his atten- 
tion. 





Travels into different Parts of Europe, in the Years 1791 and 
1792. With familiar Remarks on Places—Men—and Man» 
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E are furprifed at the late appearance of this narrative 

of a tour which was completed in the year 1792: but 

our furprife is not accompanied with the fmalleft fufpicion 

that the publication was delayed, according to a report which 

the author mentions, ‘ for the convenience of adapting it to 

the humour of the times.’ We are rather difpofed to admit 
his excufes, thay to indulge fuch a conjecture. 

Mr. Owen does not profefs to defcribe a new roxte, or to 
open fources of unexplored amufement. He acknowledges 
that ‘the outline of his tour differs in very féw refpe&ts from 
the ordinary track of fathionable travel;’ but he thinks, not 
without reafon, that the eagernefs of the public will not eafily 
be fatiated by fucceflive accounts of foreign countries and fo- 
reign manners. In the defcription even of fimilar fcenes, he 
might have added, writers will exhibit many fhades of diver- 
fity; and the cuftoms and manners of the fame people will 
not draw the fame remarks from different travellers, if they 
are endued with vivacity, intelligence, and a {pirit of obferva- 
tion. 

As he affects not the character of a connoiffeur or a virtuo/o, 
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he does not minutely dwell on paintings, ftatues, or other 
works of art; but contents himfelf with a brief mention of 
the impreffions which he received from a curfory view of 

_ thofe objeéts. Long and elaborate defcriptions of fuch pro- 
duétions are, indeed, dry and uninterefting; and are poor 
fubftitutes for aétual obfervation. Views of life and man- 
ners, and difplays of human nature in all its changes and 
modifications, are more conducive to the entertainment and 
inftru€tion of the general readers of a tour, than technical 
criticifms on the labours of the pencil and the chifel, diffufe 
accounts of coins and medals, or differtations on a camgo or an 
intaglio. 

Our author’s courfe was firft direéted to the Netherlands, 
which ‘had not then been wrefted from the houfe of Auftria. 
Thence he proceeded into the Dutch territories; entered 
Germany by the way of Liege; pafled with rapidity through 
the weftern diftri€ts of the empire; traverfed Switzerland 
with lefs precipitancy ; and profecuted his journey through 
Savoy and Piedmont. He amufed himfelf for feveral months 
with the beauties and the antiquities of Italy; then crofled 
the Tirolefe Alps; re-vifited Switzerland ; and made a fhort 
excurfion to the fouth of France. He afterwards extended his 
routetoVienna; then, turning to the northward, haftened through 
the kingdom of Bohemia, paifed through the Saxon electorate 
into the dominions of his Prufhan majefty ; and, returning to 
Holland by the circuitous courfe of Hamburg, clofed at Har- 
wich an extenfive tour. © 

The diffenfions between the inhabitants of the Netherlands 
and their Auftrian fovereign had not entirely fubfided, when 
our traveller landed in their country. A fpirit of difaffe€tion 
{till lurked ; and fecret combinations ftill exifted. But the 
next commotions were deftined to arife from the revolutionary 
intrigues of the French, rather than from the exertions of an 
opprefled people, or the arts of Flemifh pfeudo-patriots. Of 
Van Eupen and Vandernoodt, the leaders of the infurre€tion 
againft the emperor, Mr. Owen fpeaks in fevere terms; and 
he is alfo unfavourable in his report of the general character 
of the Flemings; the moft prominent features of which, he 
fays, are ignorance, dullnefs; and obitinacy. He is feareely 
more difpofed to favour the Hollanders, whofe mercenary dit- 
pofition and illiberal manners he freely cenfures.” 

In his account of Spa, he aflumes the air of a moralift, and 
makes fuch reflections as will fuit other places which are pro- 
mifcuoufly frequented by the votaries of pieafure and by valetu- 
dinarians. ‘The rivulets of health (he obferves) are fwallow- 
ed up in the torrents of pleafure; the feverity of regimen re- 
laxes into the luxury of debauch; and the medicinal potion is 
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fupplanted by the bacchanalian draught. Nor is this.all: the 
harpies of fortune are difpofed in every quarter of this Circean 
Elyfium. ‘The young ani the incautious are inveigled by the 
fpecious appearances of perfonal fplendour and titled confe- 
quence. Fortunes are thus committed, not to the mercy of 
a card, or the chance of a die, but to the artifice of thofe, 
whofe fole talent is impofture, and whofe fole property is 
vetted in the funds of human weaknefs.—I cannot but believe, 
that more morals are debauched by the contagion of the vices 
of Spa, than nerves braced by the vigour of its air, and that 
more fortunes are ruined by the fafciaation of its amufements, 
than conttitutions reftored by the falubrity of ite fprings.’ 

Of Bafle, he gives a pleafing picture: ‘It owes (he fays) 
all its beauties to nature and to indultry. Its only ornaments 
are, the landfcapes which furround it, and the fimple manners 
of thofe who inhabit it. Men,. women, and children, all ap- 
peared engaged in the common caule of enriching its markets, 
and fupporting its commerce. Ifere are no pattimes for the 
gay, no indulgences for the vicious: but the heart which can 
tafte of purer pleafures, and rejoice in the felicity of the hu- 
man race, may here receive no common gratification, in con- 
templating a virtuous, an united, and a happy people.’ 

His arrival at Laufanne calling Gibbon to his recollec- 
tion, he paid a vifit to his celebrated countryman, whom he re- 
prefents as the grand monargue ofl: erature at th.t town. ‘ His 
converfation (he adds) is correct and eloquent ;_ his periods are 
meafured, and his manner of delivering them folemn. But, 
though he talks too oracularly, he is, at his table, cheerful, 
frank, and convivial. His hofpitalities are, however, not 
ftri€tly patriotic: his prediie€tion for the Swifs is notorious ; 
and, as a love of pre-eminence may not be clafled amongft 
the leaft of his failings, he feems to have decided well in the 
choice of his fociety.’- The inhabitants of Laufanne may now 
lament the lofs of one who enlivened and adorned their cir- 
cles, and whofe refidence did honour to their community. 

An extra&t from this work, containing a narrative of an 
excurfion among the g/aciers or icy mountains of Savoy, may 
ferve toamufe the reader— 

‘ The Glacier de Boifons (fays Mr. Owen) is the firft to which 
ftrangers are generally introduced. {it makes fcarcely any figure 
from the valley, ftanding among many others of much greater 
magnitude. Being feverally furnifhed with a long ftick pointed 
with iron, we afcended with eafe the lower part of the mountain, 
which was covered with turf and not very fteep; but the approach 
towards the ice was difficult, and the fticks were eminently ufeful, 
Previous to our arrival upon the level with the Mer-de-glace, we 
were ftopped by the guides in order to view the magnificent pro- 

i f3 {pect 





414 Owen's Travels into different Parts of Europe. 


fpect before us. It prefented a range of icy pyramids of the purelt 
complexion, and of the boldeft forms: we were filled with aftonifh- 
ment at a f{peétacle which blended fo perfeétily the grand and the 
beautiful. ~ 

'¢ Arrived at the fummit of the mountain, we entered upon the 
Glacier, but found great difficulty 1 keeping our feet. The fun 
had gloffed the furface, and rendered it almoft impoffible to tread 
with any degree of fecurity. In pafling amongft thefe frozen 
traéts, we came to many wide chafms and gulphs of a formidable 
depth. We threw down flakes of ice or ftones, whole fail return- 
ed a tremendous found. It was curious to obierve upon the higheft 
parts many maffes of ftone ready to precipitate; and upon the 
mountains in defcending we faw fome of dreadiul bulk, which 
had at different times been tumbled from the fummit of the Glacier. 
Pierre Balmat, our principa! guide, related to us, that he was wit- 
nefs to the fall of one of the largeft of thefe ; and that it was attend- 
ed with the moft tremendous circumftances. Indeed it appears ex- 
traordinary that men fhould be found to inhabit regions, where 
hey are continually expofed to thefe impending dangers. All the 
Way as we defcenced, we obferved the ruins of trees whofe trunks 
had been fplit afunder, or their roots torn from the ground, by the 
violence of thefe avalanches. We had fuffered but little fatigue 
by the whole of this expedition; the ice afforded us water of the 
mott refrefhing coolnefs, and ftrawberries abounded upon the 
mountain over which we p: ed om leaving the ice. Evening was 
now advancing: we re-entered our char-a-bancs, and fhortly ar- 
rived at the priory of Chamouni. 

* Pierre Balmat undertook all the neceffary arrangements for the 
bufinefs of Montanvert, which we were next to undertake : and the 
following morning, after an early mafs, came to announce that all 
was in readinefs, We were but four who refolved on this expedi- 
tion; and we began to afcend the mountain, having Pierre Balmat 
at our head, and another guide bringing up the rear, each charged 
with their portion of luggage, provifion, &c. The firft league, or 
hour as it is called, was rugged, but not fteép. It 1s fo much of 
the way as is ufually made by the mules. We began from this 
houndary to experience fome difficulties :' the track, without being 
lefs rugged, became more fleep; and we had occafionally to. pats 
along a precipice, which could not be regarded without dizzinefs, 
and from wiich a falfe ftep muft inevitably have terminatéd the 
journey. The profpeét before us annihilated all fenfe of fear or 
fatigue; and, after an arduous ftruggle of about three hours, we 
gained the fummit of the Montanvert, and had the glorious Mer- 
de-glace full in view. 

* We had afcended the mountain very lightly clad, and had been 
much opprefled by heat, The tranfition was inttantaneous to a 
chilling cold. The guides admonifhed us to wrap ow.elves up 
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fpeediiy, as the air from the Glacier might have a dangerous effect. 

The Mer-de-glace refembles exactly a ” billowy expanfe of water 
frozen while the waves were vet {welling with the majefty of the 
ftorm. We defcended by a rugged path to the level of the ice; 
and hy a proper union of courage and caution, afcended and de- 
{cended over the vaft columns of ice which covered this furface. 
Wherever the eve ranged, nothing prefented itfelf but objeéts of ter- 
rible grandeur ;—precipices, over which hung the loofening rocks— 
guiphs, where the projected flone could fcarcely find a bottom. 
The whele valley appeared, as ftill heaving with the tempeft. Be- 
fore I quitted the ice, I caft a parting view at the vaft range of 
rocky fpires and columns that inclofed it. To the left, I faw the 
vale of Chamouni far below; and to the right, the Glacier extended 
more than twenty leagues among regions inaccefible to humane 
difcovery. I felt an enthufialm, which is revived ia the narration 
—but which the moft elaborate defcription is dl calculated to com- 
agama. 

* Our repaft was prepared by the induftrioys guides in a fhed 
knowa by the name of Blair's cabin. It is principally forn:ed by 
ftones, placed without cement upon each other; and the tabl is of 
one fizgle ftone. It was, as Balmat reported, erected by a gentle- 
man of the name of Blair, in confequence of a violent hail-fterm 
—not unulual in thefe regions—from which himféelf and his friends 
had fuffered, “Fhe traveller owes Mr, Blair gratitude for pais piece 
of philanthropy. The interior of this cabin is covered with a re- 
gifter of names engraved upon the walls by thofe .eho have vifited 
thefe fcenes.’ V ol. i be Po sok. 


* Having finifhed our a 2; and allowed due time for our 
guides to refrefi, theurfelv es, we began to defcend. The beginning 
of the defcent was not ac companied with any particular difficulties : 
but the latter part, which purfued a track different from that by 
which we afcended, was fteep and hazardous. We were occa- 
fionally ftartled by the diftant rumbling of thofe avalanches, which 

are (particularly duri ng the heats) detaching loofe mafles of ice or 
{tone, and precipitating -cheas with violent explofion. Thefe moun- 
tains are not without their luxuries. We were prefentéd in differ- 
ent ftations of the defcent with ftrawberries and goats-milk of deli- 
cious flavour. Thofe who have felt the heat can alone imagine 
how grateful thefe refrefhments proved. Having at length effected 
our defcent, we traveried a valley through which flowed the Arve- 
ron ;—this, like all the bottoms in the neighbourhood of thefe 
mountains, was ftrewed with thofe fragments of ftone, which once 
occupied a higher fituation, Our guide now conduéted us along 
this uncouth track to cne of the nobdleft objeéts in nature—the 
fource of the Arveron. -It isa recefs hollowed out by the hand of 
Fr4 nature, 
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nature, and ail the colours that enrich it are of her own pencilling’ 
Imagine the openings of a mighty cavern—fcooped in the cen- 
tré—and over-arched by various mafles of ice in forms the moft 
wild, yet the moft majeftic.—Piéture to yourfelf the pureft tints, 
blending into each other with the moft enchanting foftnefs, and the 
moft regular gradation. From the centre of this cave thus artfully 
formed,—thus fublimely coloured,—imagine a torrent iffuing with 
violence, and tumultuoufly rolling among mafles of rock, which 
obftrué the channel and fpread its waters into foam. If the pic- 
ture be not entire, throw into the canvas the furrounding {cenery ; 
—the vale of Chamouni decorated in all the charms of induftry 
and culture ;—-the hoary magnificence of the Glaciers ;—and the 
fombre majefty of thofe ftubborn rocks, which retain no trace of 
vegetation :—let the fetting fun throw his Jaft rays over this groupe ; 
—and then tell me, whether it be enthufiafm to clafs this with the 


nobleft productions of nature.’ Vol. i. P, 233. 


Though many of the letters of our traveller are devoted to 
obfervations upon Rome, we find nothing particularly novel 
or ftriking in them. In his account of Naples, he juftly re- 
probates the vicious and profligate habits of the people of all 
ranks ; nor does he highly praife the character of the Italians 
in general. 

In his fhort vifit to France, he was prefent at Lyons dur- 
ing the firft difturbance confequent on the late revolution, 
which ftained that (now ruined) city with blood. He was at 
the theatre with a party of females, whofe fears of danger he 
had allayed by a favourable report of the general ftate of the 


town. 


¢ In this fituation (he fays) we received the firft intelligence of 
an aétual infurreétion, and aéts of the moft brutal cruelty already 
perpetrated, The “ Payfan Magiftrat,” a piece profeffedly adapt- 
ed to revolutionary feelings, was exhibited ; and the appiaufe which 
it produced from the audience, was evidently mixed with confider- 
able tumult. ‘The progrefs of the reprefentation was frequently in- 
terrupted by vociferous demands for ga ira, and the Marfeillois 
march. This laft is a furious war fong, the air of which in a mi- 
litary or theatrical band is fingularly noble and impreffive. The 
words which were fung by two foldiers at the burning of the pice 
tures, are not a little fanguinary and vindiétive. Thefe clamours 
did not exhibit the moft flattering fymptoms. . Ladies were obferv- 
ed quitting their boxes in fucceflion, and we began to fee ourfelves 
nearly deferted. In the mean. time the Petits Savoyards, which 
was the after-piece, feemed to engage no part of the audience's at- 
tention, who were violent in their demands for the Marieillois ; 
which at length prevailed over every other movement, We judged 
ut 
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it expedient now to withdraw; and found the fervant ready to ac- 
quaint us, with trembling accents, that a mob had afiembled and 
beheaded fever officers, and that they were now bearing thefe heads 
in proceflion through the ftreets. The apprehenfion of meeiing 
this inhuman proceffion was a fubject of cruel anxiety, till we are 
rived in the Place Bellecourt. 

‘ Having efcorted my charge to their apartments, and trimmed 
the lights, which the palpitating valet (who was an Auftrian) had 
ranged at the firft call of the mob, I defcended, in order to inform 
myfelf of what had been aéted in this bloody drama. It appears, 
that the populace were firft excited to infurreétion by fome volun- 
teers from Marfeilles; and that, at about five o'clock, they affem- 
bled aud forced a guard-houfe, from which they dragged an officer 
of rank, who, in company with fix others, had been arrefted by 
the municipality, upon fufpicion of correfponding with the enemy, 
and confined for trial. He plunged into the Saone in order to eicape 
their fury ; but they fired upon him, and having dragyed him afhore, 
firuck off his head, and there executed the fame vengeance upon 
the remaining fix. By this time, nine o'clock, the meb had ac- 
quired confiderable ftrength ; and were celebrating the moft outra- 
geous orgies before the Hotel de Ville, round the heads, which they 
had elevated upon a pole. All the flreets were illuminated through- 
out the city, by order of the mob, and ftraggling parties were pa- 
sading through different quarters, and vociferating “ Vive la Na- 
tion !” 

‘ T thall not intrude upon your fenfibility, by painting the fitua- 
tion of my friends in the interval of two hours, which pafled be- 
tween the time of our return to the hotel, and that of the mob’s 
proceffion. At eleven o’clock the tumult, which had hitherto been 
confufedly heard, became more diftinétly audible : and the gradual 
increafe of uproar feemed to announce fome change of fcene. A 
few minutes only allowed us.to conjecture, when the whole body 
of the mob entered the fquare. They formed a long, and to ap- 
pearance, a regular train; the foremoft of which bore torches and 
pikes, upon the points of which laft were the trophies of their ven- 
geance. This proceffion, I fpeedily learnt, was founded upon a 
new event: thirteen priefts had been feleéted out of two hundred, 
who were confined; and it was the blood of thefe that now pro- 
voked their cannibal joy, Yells and groans accoipanied their 
march through the fquare, and the very tone of their fhouts con- 
veyed the expreflions of murder. It had appeared upon enquiry, 
that the officer, on whom the fir vengeance fell, had been appre- 
hended in our hotel, a fortnight previous to this event; and the firft 
cotrance of the mob into this quarter adinitted of an interpretation, 
which did not tend to diminifh the alarms for our fafety. The headg 
were, however, fufpended upon the trees, and the populace filed 
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off to their head quarters before the Hotel de Ville. By this time — 
fome ative meafures were taking by the municipality, and a pa- 
trole of horfe, between the hours of eleven and twelve, was fcour- 
ing the principal ftreets. A gradual calm enfucd, and by two o'clock 
the danger feemed to have fublided.’ Vol. ii. rv. 329. 


In his tour through the fouthern parts of Germany, Mr. 
Owen found the name of an Englifiiman produ@ive of refpect 
from the people, while that of a Frenchman excited difgutt 
and odium. He obferved the eageruefs of the ruling powers 
to prevent the diffemination of democratic opinions ; and did . 
not find that their endeavours had, as will frequently happen, 

_a contrary effect. The people appeared to him to be fatisfied 
with their government, particularly in the Auitrian territo~- 
ries; and confidered themfelves as enjoying more perfonal 
fafety under the fway of an arbitrary court, than the repub- 
lican French can boaft under the fhadow of a free conftitu- 
tion. 

Of the prefent emperor, he remarks, that his features indi- 
cate that ipecies of tranquillity which is more allied to dull- 
nefs than to benignity; and that his phyfiognomy exhibits no 
marks of the foldier or the ftatefman.' Of this prince’s capital, 
he {peaks in panegyrical terms, with regard to the buildings, 
the walks, academical and other eftablifhments, and general 
accommodations. He confiders the character of the inhabi- 
tants as that of a tranquil clafs, more attached to fenfuality 
than rior; and he applauds their liberal treatment of {trangers. 
He does not think that the charge of gluttony, with which 
they are fligmatifed, is more applicable to them than to the 
voracious members of Englifh corpcrations: but he admits 
that they are fond of good cheer, and that they cultivate in- 
dulgence and mirth in every form. It might be fuppofed, 
that the harmony of the town would be frequently difturbed 
by the revels of intemperance, and the rage of intoxication. 
‘This, however, is fo far from being the cafe, that the ftreets 
are profoundly quiet at all hours of the night. Nor is the 
nocturnal tranquillity of the town frequently invaded in other 
refpects ; for robberies rarely occur, and fires are {till more 
uncommon. 

By the celerity of his progrefs through Bohemia, Saxony, 
and Brandenburg, Mr.- Owen was precluded from opportu- 
ities of making correct or fatisfactory obfervations on the 
manners of the people or the cultoms of the refpective coun- 
tries. He has therefore declined io expatiate on points which 
he did not accurately examine. If all travellers had equal 
modefty, error and abfurdity would be lefs cofpicuous in 
narratives of tours. 


Upon 
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Upon the whole, thefe volumes are lively, agreeable, and 
amufing. If we do not meet with profundity of remark, we 
are not difgufted with obtrufive affectation: if the accounts 
are fometimes too fuperficial, and the incidents are occafion- 
ally unimportant, the animation of the narrative is pleafing ; 
and, if the ftyle and diction are not uniformly correét, eafe 
and fmoothnefs are more prevalent than harfhnefs or diflo- 
nance. It may alfo be obferved, that the author manifefts 
fome honourable éraits of character, and evinces a regard for 
well regulated liberty. 








—— 


Nereis Britannica; or a Botanical Defcription of the Britifh 
Marine Plants, in Latin and Englifh: accompanied with 
Drawings from Nature. By John Stackhoufe, E/q. Fellow 
of the ea Society. No. 1. Folio. 125, Sewed. B. 


‘and J. White. 1795. 


VW HEN any branch of fcience, embracing a number of ob- 

jects, has its firft principles clearly eftablithed, and its 
outlines pretty accurately fketched, the diiferent compartments 
will beft be filled up, if cultivated feparately by different in- 
dividuals with circumftances and talents fuited to the under- 
taking. This has already been done in many inftances in the 


fcience of botany ; and we have now the fatisfaction of feeing 
fome of the moit obfcure tribes of plants, viz. the Fuci, the 
Alea, and the Conferve, undertaken by a gentleman whofe 
local fituation is particularly favourable to the purpofe, and 
whofe abilities, judging from the part of the work now before 
us, are happily fuited to its execution. 

Our great catent of fea-coaft, and its various afpeéts de- 
pendent upon our infular fituation, are circumflances which 
give a peculiar propriety to the inveftigation of thefe fubje&s 
in this country ; and foreign botaniits had, on thefe accounts, 
a kind of right to expect it from us. 

The Fiiftoria Fucovum by profeffor S.. G. Gmelin, pub- 
lifhed in 17€8, is the only work which has been written ex- 
prefsly on the Fuci; and this is a work of great merit as far 
as it goes: but many new {pecies have been difcovered fince 
that work was written; and the numerous errors in the fyno- 
nyms, hardly avoidable on fubjects fo imperfectly defcribed 
and fo little underflood, have led our countryman Mr. Hudfon, 
as well as other writcrs, into perplexities nearly, if not altoge- 
ther inextricable. Mr. Stackhoufe feems to have been aware 
of this, and has been more {paring of fynonyms ; but ftill we 
believe that he has, in a few inftances, been miftaken; thefe 
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miftakes however will eafily be corrected when the public 
fhail be favoured with the very accurate difcriminations of the 
fpecies, the refult of the united labours of Dr. Goodenough 
and Mr. Woodward, which, we underftand, are to appear 
in the third volume of the Tranfactions of the Linnzan Society. 

Ina Preface, printed, as is the whole work, both in Latin and 
Englith, the author points out the infufficiency of the Linnzan 
character of Fucus, which he fays applies only to eight or ten 
out of neatly /eventy fpecies; and not very accurately even to 
thefe. ‘The remainder, he thinks, may be divided into fuch as 
have a jelly-like pulp, fomctimes uncovered and lying in the 
folds or wrinkles of the plant, fometimes included in a tender 
pellicle on the fmooth furface of the frond, but without gra- 
nulations: fuch as are furnifhed with /mall round dark-colour- 
ed granules, either imbedded in the furface of the frond, or 
afhxed to the ftem: fuch as have pedunculated globules: and 
Jaitly, fuch as have tubercles or warts. 

In a Poitf{cript immediately following the Preface, the author 
combats Gmelin’s fuppofition of uni/exual and a/exual plants; 
nor is he more difpofed to adopt the theory of Gertner, that 
the granules of fruétification in marine plants are merely 
gems filled with medullary fubfiance. Thefe opinions had been 
{upported at confiderable length by his friend T. Velley, efq. 
who, in a differtation prefixed to his coloured figures of marine 
plants, had moreover attempted to refute the opinions of 
Réaumur which had been the bafis of the Linnean character 
of fucus. We confefs that Réamur’s idea of the pencils of 
filky fibres on the furface of the frond, or in the cavities 
of the air bladders, being the male parts of fructification, is 
liable to infuperable objections ; for, 1ft. The exiftence of an- 
thers has never been well eftablifhed, though the anther and 
not the filament is the effential part of a ftamen. 2d. Thefe 
pencils of fibres are found upon plants in a very young ftate, 
long before there is any appearance of female fruétification. 
3d. They exift at all feafons of the year, without undergoing 
any apparent change, and are the fame before the formation 
of the germen, and after the ripening of the fruit. For thefe 
and other reafons which might be afligned, we wifh Mr. Stack- 
houfe would give a very particular attention to this curious 
part of his fubje€&: and, as he feems to expect that confiderable 
difcoveries may be made by examining the plants at every dif- 
ferent feafon of the year, aided by powerful microfcopes, we 
fhal! anxioufly look for the fruits of his refearches in his next 
fafciculus. May not thefe bundles or pencils of fibres be 
deftined to fecrete air from the juices of the plant, or to fe- 
parate it from the furrounding medium? | 

The 
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The fa/ciculus now before us contains coloured figures of 
feventeen different fuci, all drawn to the fize of nature, except 

the f. digitatus and poly/chides, whofe unwieldy bulk renders 
them but awkward fubje&ts for the pencil. The parts of 
fructification, 2t leaft thofe fuppofed to be fuch, are fubjoined 
to the different figures; and magnified drawings are given 
when neceflary. Of thefe feventeen plants two are entirely 
new, and twe others are now figured for the firft time. The 
pencils of fibres are not expreffed in either of the figures of 
Fucus veficulofus, though we believe they always exift; but 
in every other refpect the drawings are unexceptionable; 
and, what is rare in fubjects of natural hiftory, they are chaftely 
coloured. 

After remarking that the fpecific characters are in many 
inftances improved, and that the obfervations given in Englith 
are frequently more than mere tranflations from the Latin, 
we prefent our readers with the following extract as a_fpeci- 

men of the work— 


©‘ FUCUS Serrartus. 


Fucus. fronde plana, dichotoma, ferrata, ad apices tuberculata, 
Linn. Syft. p, 811.—Sp. P. 1626.—4 Hift. Ox. 3. 648.— 
Baft, |. 6. p. 120,—Light. go2.—-With. Bot. arr. 3. 242.—Hudf. 
176.—R, Syn. 42.—Gmel. 57.—Act. Gall. 1711. p. 285. et 
pars 24 1772. 

RADIX irregularis, fubtus plana, agglutinata. 
CAULIS nodofus, cartilagineus. 
FOLIA, plana, punétata, bifurcata, cofté intermedia. 
A. FRUCTIFICATIO. 

Mafc ? Veficule glabre in fronde ordine regulari immerfx, 
ad oras fibrofe. 

Fem ? Veficule glabra, terminales vel laterales, in fruétum 
mucofum congeftz. 


OBSERVATIONES. 


Planta hac, omnium vulgatiflima, ferraturis foliorum facilé di. 
gnofcitur. E bafi fubrotunda, faxis adherenti, ad altitudinem pe» 
dalem, vel fupra, affurgit. Habitus, dichotomus, et divaricatus : 
latitudo foliorum varia, raro autem uncialis ; membrana ex utraque 
cofte parte, penicillis fibrofis, ordinatin difpofitis inftru@a, Pes 
nicilli hi, fi microfcopium adhibeas, oras urceolorum® feiminalium 
ampleétuntur. Ineunte hyeme, ut obfervavi, fummitates foliorum 
turgefcunt, tuberculis per totam fuperficiem nullo ordine glomera- 
tis, humore tenaci fuperfufis. Vafcula hec quoque urceolos refe- 
runt, fibris tamen ad oras omnino deftituta. Obfervandum eft 
Linnzum effentialem faci charaerem monecium effe velle, qui 
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quidem chara¢ter generi univerfo, ut nunc fal:ém ordinatur, minimé 
convenit, villi etiam in hac fpecie extus apparent, non “ intus 
funt afperfi.” L. Gen. Pl. p. 569. Color planta fufcus et in 
quibufdam olivaceus; juxta bafim, niger; fructus maturus fub-+ 
luteus. Erfi fruétus granulatus incipiens in pl:.tis adultis omni 
feré tempore confpiciatur, rard tamen maturefcit, et, ut fuprd mo- 
tavi, nunquam nifi * hybernis menfibuss Tunc quidem intumef- 
cit fructus, et pene totus gelatinofaus et fubdiaphanus evadit, velj- 
culis prominentibus humore tenaci et liquido fuperfufis. 
Hab. ad rupes patlim. 


SERRATED FUCUS, ox SEA WRACK f. 


Fucus. frond flat, forked, with a midrib; ferratestouthed; fruéti- 
fications terminating, tubercled. 


PLATES. 


Hift. Ox. xv. 9. 1.—Baft. op. t. 11. f. 3.—-Aa. Gall, r7rr 
g. f. 10.—ib. 1772. T. 3. f. 1, 2, 3) 4, 5, 7, 9-—Velley’s 
Inqu. T. 1. (opt. Fruét. foem.) 

ROOT, irregular, fweiling from the bafe of the ftem, flat at bottom, 

STEM, cartilaginous, knobbed. 
LEAF, flat, florked, punctured, mid-ribbed, 
FRUIT, pitcher-fhaped or ovate veffels: male and female diftina. 


OBSERVATIONS, 


The ferratures fufficiently diftinguith this plant, which ftands 
at the head of the genus in the Species Plantarum of Linnzeus, and 
is, perhaps, the moft univertal among them. ‘he leaf appears 
dotted on each fide of the mid-rib; thefe dots have pencils of 
whitifh hairs. With the affiiftance of glaffes thefe dots appear to be 
urn-fhaped or rather femi-ovate veiléls, deep immerfed in the fab- 
ftance of the leaf and empty at top; their rims fringed with fhining, 
fibrous, glafs-like threads. ‘Towards winter the upper parts of 
many of the principal leaves, which through the fummer had 
fhewn incipient fractification, grow turgid, and appear covered 
with tubercles; they are now mucilaginous, and the colour alters 
to a dirty yellow. On examining thefe tubercles with a glafs, they 
appear of the fame fhape as the former, bellying out at bottom, 
and contraéted at the mouth, and overflowing with a clear mucous 
fluid.- As one part only of this plant affumes this appearance, it 





** Quoddam fimile evenit in plant's quamplurimis crypteramicis. 

+ 1 have added the old #nglifa name of Sea Wrack in conformity with 
Lightfoot. It origina:ly comprehended the marine plants indifcriminately, im 
the fame manner a: Alga among the ancients. “ Projecta vilior alga,’ 
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feems highly probabie this is a monecious plant; the * pencilled 
dots being probably the male, and the mucous tubercles the female 
tructification ¢. Thefe plants, when lying in water, convert it 
fpeedily into a t thick liquor, which probably is generated on the 
furface and may. ferve to convey the impregnating particles from 
the vefiels on each fide of the mid-rib, to thofe cluftered together at 
the extremities, 

* Lightfoot fays the Dutch prefer this fpecies, as being deftitute 
of mucous veffels, for prelerving their crabs and Jobfters. He 
likewife fays it does not abound fo much with lixivial falts as the 
other fpecies. However this and all the larger kinds ferve a very 
beneficial purpofe exclufive of the rich manure they afford; as they 
are converted by a flow procefs by fire into kelp, which is an 
effential ingredient in the making of glafs. 

Hab. common on rocks, below high-water mark.’ Pp. 1. 


As Mr. Stackhoufe has in fome degree opened a new and 
curious field of inquiry to thofe who are fond of botany, it 
may not be improper to furnifh the reader with his account of 
the mode of difplaying fpecimens of marine plants on paper, 
previous to drying them— 


‘ For this purpofe a clean piece of writing paper muft be pro- 
cured of the fize of the plant, which muft be placed at the bottom 
of a foup plate, or larger difh, as may be neceflary, and flooded with 
water to the depth of an inch, or more. When this is done, the 
fpecimen muft be placed in the water, having been firft wafhed ia 
repeated changes of water to clear it of fand, and other impurities. 
‘The plant will smmediately affume its natural form, and habit of 
growth; which may be gently aflifted-by a large needle faftened 
to a pencil itick, or any other fharp infirument. When the {peci- 
men is in a pofition to pleafe the eye, the water muft be drained 
off by a gentle inclination of the plate, till it fettles on the paper. 
In this ftare it mutt be removed, without fuffering the paper to dry, 
and placed in a quire of blotting paper, under a gentle preffure of 
books, if no botanic prefs is at hand. The following day, or 
within the {pace of a few hours in the larger {pecimens, the plant 
mult be moved into frefh paper, and in many cafes it will require 





‘ * See the note in the Englifh Preface, and the forta‘tous coincidence of 
opinion in fome iefpeéts between the author ard a celebrated French nacura- 
hit. p or.” 

‘ + My friend, major Vel'ey, has accurately drawn the tubercled fummit 
of this mart (P.. 1.), but not confidering it as monecious he has omitted the 
pencilled veficies. 

‘ ¢ There are mony circumftances attending the fruiting of thefe plairts, 
which are yet undifc. vered, the tamarifk-leaved F. cmits at the jummit a 
fluid, which is of a faint blvith purple. As th’s is ore of the bledder fuci, 
znd confequestly agreeably to my thecry morecious, may net the oleagigous 
fluid, in conveying the impregnation, caufe this appearance 2” 
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fhifting every other day for a fortnight, or longer; during which 
time the drier the room is, the lefs danger will there be of the plant 
getting mouldv: and it is neceflary to obferve, that fmooth thin 
cartridge paper is preferable to blotting paper for the fubfequent 
changes. It likewife fhould be noted, that in cafe of any of the 
jelly-like, clammy fpecies which adhere to paper being preferved 
dry, the operation muft be effected by means of oiled paper.’ 
P. V. 





The Hiffory of Dahomy, an inland Kingdom of Africa; com- 
piled from authentic Memoirs; w:th an Introdufion and 
Notes. By Archibald Da/zel, formerly Governor at Vhydah, 
and now at Cape-Coafl-Cafile. 4to. 15s. Boards. Evans. 
1702. 

HIS work, although printed in the year 1793, was not 
publifhed until very lately ; an apology which we think it 
neceflary to make for our apparent neglect of a very ufeful 
hiftory. It is important to poffefs authentic memoirs of the 
manners of the ruder nations of men who are under little 
more controul than that of the will, or rather the arbitrary 
caprice of their rulers, who know none of the fyftems of ci- 
vilifed life, and who have preferved their ancient habits even 
amidft no inconfiderabie intercourfe with Europeans. In this 
refpe& the work before us will not difappoint the expectation 
of the readers as it contains much original information con- 
cerning a people with whom we are connected as dealers in 
flaves, and whofe hiftory may be fuppoted to throw fome 
light upon the controverfy fo long carried on refpecting the 
juftice of that trade. 

This hiftory is compiled from the joint obfervations of Mr. 
Robert Norris of Liverpool, of Lionel Abfon, efq. the prefent 
Britifh governor at Whydah, and of Mr. Dalze}. Former 
authors have alfo been confulted,—their fuppofed errors re¢ti- 
fied,—and, for the advantage of future navigators and hifto- 
rians, particular attention has been paid to the orthography of 
the names of places, of which we have here fomething like a 
common ftandard. Thefe improvements are explained and 
illuftrated in a Preface of confiderable length by the editor of 
the work. 

In the Introdudion we have a general account of the fitu- 
ation, produce of the foil, 4nd manners and cuftoms of Das 
homy. The foilowing account of the form of their govern- 
ment will give the reflecting reader a pleafing opportunity of 
comparitig their manners with thofe of more refined courts, 


in the valuable article of fer vility— 
‘ We 
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© We fhall not, therefore, dwell on the religion, but pafs on to 
the government and manners of the Dahomans, which deferve 
more particularly to be confidered. The former is the moft per- 
fe& defpotifm that exifts, perhaps, on the face of the earth. The 
policy of the country admits of no intermediate degree of fubordi- 
nation between king and flave; at leaft in the royal prefence, where 
the prime minifter is obliged to proftrate himfelf with as much ab- 
ject fubmiffion as the meaneft fubje@ ; all acknowledging the right 
of the fovereign to difpofe of their perfons and property at plea- 
fure. Beyond the precinés of the palace, indeed, the minifters 
enjoy very eminent privileges. It is true, they are forbid the wear- 
ing of fandals, and other ornaments peculiar to royalty ; or to ufe 
fuch an umbrella as a white man; yet their inferiors muft falute 
them with bent knees, and clapping of hands: they may fit on high 
ftools, ride on horfeback, be carried in hammocks, wear filk, 
maintain a numerous retinue, with large umbrellas of their own 
kind, flags, drums, trumpets, and other mufical inftruments. But, 
on their entrance at the royal gate, all thefe infignia are laid afide. 
The filk garment is fubftituted by a tunic and a pair of drawers, 
made of cotton, manufactured in the country ; the neck is adorn- 
ed with a valuable ftring of coral; a pair of broad, filver bracelets 
encircle the wrifts ; at the fide hangs a filver-hilted fcymitar, while 
the hand grafps an ivory club. Thus equipped, one of the mini- 
fters of itate is always found in waiting at the palace gate; and in 
this garb only may -he enter, which muft be with the utmoft cau- 
tion and refpect, and not till the monarch’s permiffion be fignified 
by one of the women. On his entrance, he crawls towards the 
apartment of audience, on his hands and knees, till he arrives in 
the royal prefence, where he lays himfelf flat on his belly, rub- 
bing his head in the duft, and uttering the moft humiliating expref- 
fions. Being defired to advance, he receives the king’s commands, 
or communicates any particular bufinefs, ftill continuing in a re- 
cumbent pofture ; for no perfon is permitted to fit, even on the 
floor, in the royal prefence, except the women; and even they 
muft kifs the earth, when they receive or deliver the king’s 
meflage. 

‘ The king’s fons, not excepting the heir apparent, have no 
rank ; being obliged to falute the minifters with ciapping of hands, 
in a kneeling attitude. On fuch occafions, however, thofe officers, 
out of refpeét to the blood-royal, haften to take them by the hand, 
and raife them from fuch an humble pofture. 

‘ The king, and all his fubjects, receive ftrangers with the moft 
remarkable courtefy. Ambaffadors, from whatever ftate, are not 
put to the neceflity of learning the Dahoman etiquette from the 
mafter of the ceremonies. Every one falutes the fovereign, accord- 
ing to the fafhion practifed in his own country. Chairs are placed 
for European governors, or mafters of fhips, upon which they fit, 
— Crit, Rey, Vou. XVII, Dec. 1796, Gg covered, 
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covered, till the king makes his appearance, when they make a 

bow, ftanding, and uncovered ; after which, they refume their feats, 

‘and put on their hats. Sometimes the Dahoman monarch has been 

known to fhake hands with an European ; but this is a very un- 

common mark of royal condefcenfion, and beftowed only on fome 
eat favourite. 

* White vifitors are always honoured with a glafs of fome cordial 
liquor, filled with the king’s own hand, which if refafed, is apt 
to give offence. Favours of this kind are received with avidity by 
his own fubjeéts, not fo much for the fake of the liquor as the 
honour conferred on them, On fuch occafions the fubjeé lies on 
his back, while the king holds the bottle to his mouth, In this 
pofture he muft drink till the royal hand be withdrawn ; which 
fometimes does ‘not happen before the whole contents be emptied, 
efpecially when he has a mind to {port with the drinker.’ P. vii. 


‘There is rto inftance, in the hiftory of this nation, of the de- 
ofition of a fovereign. Paflive obedience and non-refiftance are 
here found in perfection ; the humiliation of the minifters of 
ftate contribites powerfully to ke-p the people in a ftate of fub- 
jeGtion. The king maintains a confiderable ftanding army, 
the payment of which chiefly depends on the fuccefs of the 
expedittons in which they are engaged. An Amazonian force 
alfo exifts in this kingdom, and, we believe, in this alone. 
Within the walls of the different royal palaces are immured 
no lefs than three thoufand women, feveral hundreds of whom 
are regularly trained to the ufe of arms, under a female ge- 
neral. Europeans are fometimes gratified with a review of 
thofe female troops; and on very great emergencies the kin 
fometimes takes the field at the head of them. The chief 
part of the public revenue arifes from voluntary gifts, by a 
duty on commerce, and a profit from captives taken in war 
and fold at market. The fhells called cowries are the current 
coin of the country; a thoufand of them are reckoned equal 
to halfacrown. Difburfements from the king’s houfe are 
made in bunches of cowrics ftrung together, contaiing two 
thoufand each. ‘lhe king’s receipts and expenditure are 
nearly equal,—the money which flows into the royal coffers 
circulating again among the people. ‘The palaces are mean 
edifices; their chief ornament are human /kul/s difpofed in va- 
rious figures; and if the architeét of fuch ornamental work 
finds he has not enough to complete his defign, more heads 
are ftruck off to fuppiy the deficiency. The king receives 
white men in a very hofpitable manner, with great gallantry 
providing cooks who drefs their victuals according to the 
fathion of their refpective countries. 
After this general account of the manners of the pcople, 
our 
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cuir authtr enters upon a hiftory of the reigns of their kings 
from the beginning of the prefent century, before which pe- 
riod it is too too involved in the obfcurity and uncertainty 
of traditional reports, to afford regular materials. Since then, 
however, records appear to have been kept with confiderable 
fidelity. We fhall not follow our author in the detail of the 
feveral reigns, which are but tranfitions ftom one fcene of 
tyranny and bloodfhed to another, but muft obferve that it 
appears throughout the whole to be an objeé with him to 
prove that wars did not originate in thefe African ftates from 
the defire of obtaining flaves for the Europeans. This may be 
true in fome degree; but it may be equally true that they haye 
been miore frequently entered into fince the trade began; for he 
allows that the cruelty of the Dahoman kings gives way to 
the confiderations of intereft, and corifequently that they may 
be induced to provide more; as well as to /pare more, for the 
- European market. The fubjeét of the flave-trade, however, 
he informs us, has been purpofely avoided ; becaufe the dif- 
cuffion already excited might render any thing faid here un- 
neceflary. But he obferves in the Preface, that ‘ whatever 
evils the flavye-trade may be attended with (and there is no 
good without fome mixture of evil) this we are fure of, it is 
mercy to the unfortunate brave; and not lefs to poor 
wretches, who, for a fmiall degree of guilt, would otherwife 
fuffer from the butcher’s knife; too many inftances of which 
have fallen under the confideration of travellers, and of which 
ittore than one occurs in this hiftory.? This argument has 
been fo often ufed in defence of the flave-trade, that it may 
feem fuperfluous to take notice of it. It is certainly the moft 
plaufible that can be made ufe of: but we can allow it only a 
very {mall portion of weight until the queftion fhall be deter- 
mined, whether it be preferable to be put to death at once, or 
to live a life of flavery ina diftant land, apart from friends and 
telatives, and cut off from the enjoyments to which nature had 
familiarifed them. Cruelty muft be eftimated, firft by the 
mind it is inflicted upon, and fecondly, like all calamities, 
by its duration. Here, in our opinion, the queftion feems to 
be between the cruelty of a few minutes, and that of many 
years ; between the death inflicted upon one whofe hopes and 
fears are cut off at once, and the fate of him who in perpe- 
tual flavery acquires a tormenting relifh for that happinefs and 
profperity which he never beheld in his own country, and 
muft not hope for in that to which he has been tranfported. 
The obfervation which follows on the tendency of European 
nations towards abfurd and deftructive wars, is highly jult. It 
cannot, be. foo much or too often cenfured; but the fneer 
. at. the,,Gallic. philofopher whetting his knife is not equally 
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entitled to our approbation. It is neither an argument nor 2 
fact. /Vho have given edge to the Gallic knife, and furnifhed 
it with vi€tims ?—Thofe who furrounded France with an im- 
menfe army, by whofe means they expeCted to dictate its form 
of government. 
f the hiftory of the kings of Dahomy, a great part is ju- 
dicioufly felected and corrected from the accounts of Smith, 
Snelgrave, and other writers. ‘The reign of Trudo occupies 
about fixty pages, at the conclufion ‘of which our author fums 
up his character, obferving with fome fhrewdnefs, that ‘ if 
he (Trudo) is accufed of want of feeling, it will be found 
to be a true delligerent in/en/rbility, alike to his own calamities 
and thofe of other people.’ In fact, the difference between 
the favage and the civilifed tyrant is lefs in the enormity of 
their guilt, than in the form and ceremony which accompa- 
nies it. Zrudo’s fucceflor, Bo/Ja Ahadee, made a worfe king ; 
his reign being particularly unfortunate to his country. His 
private life was alfo more deeply ftained with cruelty. The 
Mayhkou, or matter of the ceremonies, took up arms in 1735, 
to free his country from the tyranny under which it groaned. 


* Great, indeed, muft have been the provocations that induced 
the Mayhou to take this defperate ftep : for it is the difpofition of 
the Dahomans to think favourably of their king, and to approve 
his actions. They reverence him with a mixture of love and fear, 
little fhort of adoration. When I afked a Dahoman, juft before 
his going to battle, if he was not apprehenfive of finding the ene- 
my tooftrong ; “ I think of my king,’ faid Dakeu, “ and then I 
dare engage five of the enemy myfelf.”” Iam anxious for your 
fafety, faid I, and fhall be happy that yow efcape the dangers of 
the day. “ It is aot material,” replied he; “ my head belongs to 
the king, not to myfelf: if he pleafe to fend for it, Iam ready to 
refign it; or if it be fliot through in battle, I am fatisfied—it is in 
liis fervice.” Even at this day, after a tyranny of forty years, 
every Dahoman poffeiles the fame fentiments; their loyalty and 
attachment remain unfhaken. Though the people are daily falling 
victims to the avarice or anger of their prince, and there is not an 
individual in his dominions who has not loft fome near and dear 
connexion by his orders, yet their misfortunes are not attributed to 
him, but entirely to their own indifcretions ; and whatever the king 
does, they are perfuaded is right. Such blind fubmiffion and-obe- 
dience is prabably no where elfe to be found.’ Pp. 69. 


Not, we belicve, now to. be found: but fomething refem. 
bling it prevailed in F raice when the people devoted their lives 


‘to the férvied and glory 6f the Grand Monarque. 


‘Mrs-Noitis’s Journey to the Court of Boffa Abadee, in 1772, 


‘ contaifs‘much eurious matter. He informs-ws, which we 
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do not recollect to have met with before, that it is a ftate 
maxim with the Dahomans, that parents have no fort 
of property in their children; they belong entirely to the 
king, are taken from their mothers at an early age, and dif- 
tributed in villages remote from the places of their nativity ; 
where’ they remain fubje& to his future approbation of them, 
with but little chance of their being ever feen, or at leaft re- 
cognifed, by their parents afterwards. ‘The motive for this is, 
that there may be no family connections or combinations, no 
affociations that might be injurious to the king’s unlimited 
power. In this journey alfo, we have many particulars of the 
natural hiftory of the kingdom,—of the Harmattan, a wind 
which blows periodically from the interior parts of Africa,— 
and of the manners of the natives. His account of the cu/- 
toms is very full. ‘Thefe are periodical murders of feveral 
hundred innocent perfons, at the pleafure of the king. The 
following extrac will exhibit one branch of the cruelty prac- 
tifed on thefe occafions— 


‘I fhould have fet off on my return to Whydah early on. the 
morning of the 16th of February, which was the laft day of the 
annual cuftoms, on which the king diftributes a profufion of pre- 
fents among his people; but I was prevailed upon to remain till 
evening, at the requeft of my attendants, who hoped to pick up 
fomething in the fcramble of the day. On this occafion a large 


{tage is erected near one of the palace gates, adorned with flags and’ 
umbrellas, and furrounded with a fence of thorns, to keep off the 
rabble, On this are piled heaps of Silefias, checks, callicoes, and 
a variety of other European and Indian goods, with a great many 
fine cotton clothes that are manufactured in the Eyeo country, and 


a prodigious quantity of cowries. When all is ready, the king 
comes upon the ftage, accompanied by any of the governors, or 
captains of fhips, that may be there, and attended by the Tamegan, 
Mayhou, and a few others of his head men, to each of which he 
gives, according to their rank, the choice of an Kyeo cloth, and a 
{tring of coral beads. His fubordinate officers are then cailied over 
from among the crowd below, and receive each a piece of cloth, and 
fome cowries, as a mark of their matter’s approbation and regard; 
The king then throws a bunch of cowries. with his own hands 
among the crowd; on which his women begin to fling the re- 
mainder of the goods indifcriminately among the multitude: the 
white men, if they pleafe, and the Tamegan and his companions, 
affifting. And finally, as fome cruelty muit accompany all their 
exhibitions, a man tied neck and heels, an alligator muzzled, and 
a couple of pigeons, with their wings clipped, are thrown off 
the ftage among the crowd, where a confufion, greater, if poflible, 
G g3 than 
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than what has preceded, enfues, in fcrambling for the heads of 
each, to the great amufement of the king. Whoever are lucky 
enough: to carry off the prizes, which confift of the heads of the 
victims, are each rewarded with a handfome prefent, This is the 
laft human facrifice at the cuftoms, and is a part of the ceremony 
which the whites feldom ftay to fee performed ; but, if report may 
be credited, the carcafe ef the human victim is almoit wholly de- 
voured, as all the mob below will have a tafte of it.’ rv. 146. 


In Part III. we have the life of Adahoonzou II. late king of 
Dahomy, and fome account of the prefent fovereign, Whee- 
noohew. In thefe we find only a repetition of the fame bar- 
barities, without a trait of wifdom, goodnefs, or clemency, 
to vary the fhocking narrative. ‘The following fpeech of the 
Jate king Adahoonzou, ‘upon hearing what had pafled in 
England upon the fubje€& of the flave trade,’ may perhaps be 
reckoned an exception: at leaft it is too curious to be omitted. 
It is /aid to have been made to governor Abfon. 


‘ Tadmire the reafoning of the white men; but, with all their 
fenfe, it does not appear that they have thoroughly ftudied the nae 
ture of the blacks, whofe difpofition differs as much from that of 
the whites, as their colour, The fame Great Being formed both ; 
and fince it hath feemed convenient for him to diftinguifh mankind 
by oppofite complections, it is a fair conclufion to prefume, that 
there may be as great a difagreement in the qualities of their minds, 
There is likewife a remarkable difference between the countries 
which we inhabit, You, Englifhmen, for inftance, as I have been 
informed, are furrounded by the ocean, and, by this fituation, feem 
intended to hold communication with the whole world, which you 
do by means of your fhips ; whilft we Dahomans, being placed on 
a large continent, and hemmed in amidft a variety of other people, 
of the fame complexion, but {peaking different languages, are 
obliged, by the fharpnefs of our fwords, to defend ourfelves from 
their incurfions, and punifh the depredations they make on us, 
Such condué in them is productive of inceflant wars. Your 
countrymen, therefore, who alledge that we go to war for the pur- 
pofe of fupplying your fhips with flaves, are grofsly miftaken. 

* You think you can work a reformation, as you call it, in the 
manners of the blacks ; but you ought to confider the difproportion 
between the magnitude of the two countries; and then you would 
foon be convinced of the difficulties that muft be furmounted, to 
change the fyftem of fuch a vaft country as this. We know 
you are a brave people, and that you might bring over a great 
many of the blacks to your opinions, by the points of your bayonets; 
but to effect this, a great many muft be put to death, and nume- 
rous cruelties muft be committed, which we do not find to have 
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been the practice of the whites: befides, that this would militate 
againft the very principle which is profeffled by thofe who with to 
bring about a reformation. 

‘ In the name of my anceftors and myfelf I aver, that no Da- 
homan man ever embarked in war merely for the fake of procuring 
wherewithal to purchafe your commodities. I, who have not been 
long mafter of this country, have, without thinking of the market, 
killed many thoufands, and [ fhall kill many thoufands. more, 
When policy or juftice requires that men be put to death, neither 
filk, nor coral, nor brandy, nor cowries, can be accepted as fub- 
ftitutes for the blood that ought to be fpilt for example fake. Be- 
fides, if white men chufe to remain at home, and no longer vifit 
this country for the fame purpofe that has ufually brought them 
hither, will black men ceafe to make war? I anfwer, Ly no 
means. And if there be no fhips to receive their captives, what 
will become of them? I anfwer for you, they will be put to death. 
Perhaps you may afk, how will the blacks be furnifhed with guns 
and powder? I reply by another queftion; had we not clubs, and 
bows, and arrows, before we knew white men? Did you not fee 
ine make cuftom for Weebaigah, the third king of Dahomy? And 
did you not obferve, on the day fuch ceremony was performing, 
that I carried a bow in my hand, and a quiver filled with arrows, 
on my back? Thefe were emblems of the times, when, with fuch 
weapons, that brave anceftor fought and conquered all his neigh- 
bours. God made war for all the world; and every kingdom, 
large or {mall, has practifed it more or lefs, though perhaps in a 
manner unlike, and upon different principles. Did Weebaigah 
fell flaves? No; his prifoners were all killed to a man. What 
elfe could he have done with them? Was he to let them remain in 
his country, to cut the throats of his fubjeéts? This would have 
been wretched policy indeed, which, had it been adopted, the Da« 
homan name would have lovg ago been extinguifhed, inftead of 
becoming, as it is at this day, the terror of furrounding nations. 
What hurts me moft is, that fome of your people have malicioufly 
reprefented us in books, which never die, alledging, that we felt 
our wives and children, for the fake of procuring a few kegs of 
brandy. No; we are fhamefully belied; and I hope you will 
contradi@, from my mouth, the fcandalous ftories that have been 
propagated ; ; and tell pofterity that we have been abufed. We do, 
indeed, fell to the white men a part of our prifoners, and we have 
a right fo todo, Are not all prifoners at the difpofal of their cap- 
tors? And are we to blame, if we fend delinquents to a far coun. 
try? I have been told, you do the fame. If you want no more 
flaves from us, why cannot you be ingenuous, and tell the plain 
truth; faying, that the flaves you have already purchafed, are fuffi- 
cient for the country for which you bought them ; or that the art- 
ifts, who ufed to make fine “> are all dead, without having 
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taught any body to make more? But fora parcel of men with long 
heads, to fit down in England, and frame laws for us, and pre- 
tend to dictate how we are to live, of whom they know nothing, 
‘mever having been in a black man’s country during the whole 
courfe of their lives, is to me fomewhat extraordinary. No doubt, 
they muft have been biaffed by the report of fome one who has had 
to do with us; who, for want of a due knowledge of the treatment 
of flaves, found that they died on his hands, and that his money 
was loft ; and feeing others thrive by the traffic, he, envious of their 

id luck, has vilified both black and white traders. 

* You have feen me kill many men at the cuftoms; and you 
have often obferved delinquents at Grigwhee, and others of my 
provinces, tied, and fent up to me. I kill them; but do I ever 
infift on being paid for them? Some heads [ order to be placed at 
my door; others to be ftrewed about the market-place, that people 
may ftumble upon them when they little expect fuch a fight. This 
gives a grandeur to my cuftoms, far beyond the difplay of fine 
things which I buy. This makes my enemies fear me, and gives 
me fuch a name in the bufh. Befides, if I fhould neglect this in- 
difpenfible duty, would my anceftors fuffer me to live? Would 
they not trouble me day and night, and fay, that I fent nobody to 
ferve them; that I was only folicitous about my own name, and 
forgetful of my anceftors? White men ‘are not acquainted with 
thefe circumftances; but I now tell you, that you may hear, and 
know, and inform your countrymen, why cuftoms are made} and 
will be made, as long as black men continue to poffefs their own 
country. The few that can be fpared from this neceflary celebra- 
tion, we fell to the white men. And happy, no doubt, are fuch, 
when they find themfelves on the path for Grigwhee, to be difpofed 
of to the Europeans, We fhall ftill drink water, fay they to them- 
felves: white men will not kill us; and we may even avoid ‘pu- 
nifhment, by ferving our new mafters with fidelity.’ Pp. 217. 


This work is illuftrated by a valuable map, and with fome 
plates, which, however, in general, do not throw much light 
on the fubje&ts. . 





The Sea: a Poem. In Two Books. By Fohn Bidlake, B. A. 
Chaplain to his Royal Highne/s the Duke of Clarence, and 
Mafier of the Grammar School, Plymouth. 8vo, 45. 6d. 
Boards. Chapman. 1796. 


PPHAT Mr. Bidlake pofleffes poetical powers, his former 

publications have evinced. The prefent may be read 
with pleafure by thofe who are fond of defcriptive poetry, 
direéted to the inculcation of moral and religious fentiment, 


relieved by fuitable digreflions, and diverfified (as from the 
days 
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days of Thomfon has been the invariable pra€tice) with tales 
allufive to the fubje&. We cannot, however, flatter the au- 
thor with having drawn from his theme many new and ap- 
propriate images. A ftorm and a calm, the bleflings of com- 
merce, and the misfortunes of a wreck, have often been pour- 
trayed; and Mr. Bidlake does not feem to have fought, in a 
deeper and more {cientific acquaintance with his fubject, thofe 
fources of untouched defcription, which might give am air of 
originality to his produétion. ‘The following {pecimen, which 
deicribes fome of the various inhabitants of the deep, and the 
dangerous employment of catching the fea-birds, will give a 
favourable idea of our author’s talents— 


$ Lovely in death the gay dorado fhines : 
Him partial nature paints ; with {pecious pride 
Bedrop’d, his glift’ning {cales profufely gleam. 
And lo! what timid fhoals before him hatte ! 
On treach’rous wings upborn, and fafety feek ! 
But direr foes await; for, as they try 
Inhofpitable air! what million flocks 
With rav’nous beak their little journey watch ! 
And fay, O man! is not thy tranfient life, 
Well pictur’d here ? Thy danger-fraught purfuits ? 
Now throw the baited haok ! the tyrant’s felf 
Deceive, and drag him from his wat’ry reign. 
Now flound’ring fee the panting traitor dies. 
While o’er his painted fides, what fhifting hues, 
In rich fucceffion, gaudy glitt’ring play, 
Lover of calm, his countlefs colonies, 
The azure mackarel leads to fummer fhores, 
Fond too of change, or in the boifterous flood 
The falmon {ports ; or feeks his cool retreat, 
Mid fhadowy woods: o’erleaps the foaming fall; 
And trufts, as if, by fad experience taught 
The many ills of more tumultuous life, 
His future breed to quiet’s fafer feat, 

¢ More would the mufe relate; the filver fmelt, 
The finuous eel, flippery as hollow fraud ; 
The fide-long crab; the lobfter firmly arm’d 
With fhining coat of mail, external bones ; 
And multitudes, that i with verfe accord. 

‘ Dull parafites, for ever tix’d, fome pafs 
A changelefs fluggifh life; in gluttonous joys. 
And oh! how like to thofe, who reafon boatt, 
While grofs intemperance chains the afpiring foul! 
Anemone, half vegetable, {preads 
His hundred arms, the rifing nde to greet ; 
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And {natch each fearful infeét in his fnareg. 
His throne ufurp’d the foldier too enjoys. 

* Tranfparent on the wave Medufa floats, 
A gelid mafs. Deep in the thifting fand 
The razor hides immur’d. The cuttle fhrew’d, 
Kapine efcapés in inky cleud involv’d, 
And thick obfcurity. Juft fo the dunce 
Wit-vanquifh’d in long argument confounds, 
By cull unmeaning, and chaotic words. 

* How foft the bluth that tiats the fhelly tribe ! 
How mazy fancy paints their freckled backs ! 
How beauty fhapes their forms! peculiar grace ! 
Some {pread bivalv’d. In circling cells enroll’d, 
The turbinated tribe fecurely dwell ; 

Lone cloifter’d tenants of the dreary deep. 

* Nor be the feath’ry force forgot. Some made 
To ride the wilder furf, and mock the ftorm; 
Or dive the deep, obtruding foreigners, 

The natives of the element who {poil. 

See, how they watch the rippling tide! 

Secure, above the wave, the meagre fhag 

Picture of famine ftalks, and lifted high. 

Some like the ftately bark of victory proud, 

In naval conteft crown’d triumphant ride. 

The {wan with feet well-webb’d, his dextrous oar, 
And felf admiring fails in confcious ftate. 

His arched neck, and {nowy bofom fwells 

Light on the emerald wave. His glofly plume 
Of golden green, the dappled duck anoints, 
With felf extracted oil; and joys to fhake 

From down his azure wing the cheated ftream. 
While fome more coy diftruft our faithlefs haunts ; 
And fly to folitudes, by treachery’s fteps, 

Seldom profan’d. Soft let me fteal, unfeen, 
Upon the bafhful people, cloifter’d clofe, 

And. clatt’ring loud, behind the fedgy fhade. 

‘ High on yon tow’ring cliff, and dizzy brow, 
Whence fathoms far below, the roaring fea, 

By diftance hufh’d to whifpering murmurs finks, 
Scarce heard by him whofe vent’rous fpirit dares 
O’erlook the frightful precipice, what flocks 
Darken the panting air! with reftlefs fweep! 
What awe inipires ! Here on the pebbly beach 
Oft let me tread, and deeply mufe of him, 
Who lifts the fwelling waves: and can alone 


Their madnefs ftill. Rough the hoar breakers foam. 


Lover of ftorm, fhrill fhrieks the failing gull. 


‘On 





Bryce?’s Account of the Yellow Fever. 433 


* On diftant fhores, where never plenty fmiles, 
And with its funfhine glads, lean hunger dwells. 
‘There the poor native climbs, where danger nods 
Upon, the headlong fteep; trembling from rock, 
To rock, above the nether clouds ; or fwung 
Midway on flender cords, he trufts frail life. 

How eiddy fight fickens as fearful fancy views 
His deep defeent. ‘Tremendous trade! that ill 
Affords by fcanty means, precarious food. 

Yet he no better knows, O poverty! 

Unheeded e’er by flothful luxury ; 

And hard, unfeeling pride! They, on their couch, 
And idly canopied, in flort-liv’d ftate, 

Studioufly craving lie: and never dream, 

What iils await the humbler lot. How when 
The ftorm beats loud, and they on downy beds, 
Invite coy fleep, the drenched mariner 

Nods on the maft, rock’d by the piping winds. 
How hungry want prepares her fcanty food ; 

And blows into unwilling flame, and loath, 

Her few, and joylefs fticks, far fetch’d from wood 
Forlorn, or tangled hedge. Refleét on thefe, 
Unfeemly pomp, and filken affiuence ! 

And blefs thy better ftars! And blefs the pow’r, 
That fhines on thee, in full, meridian ray! 

And ope the lib’ral hand, and {catter large.’ P. S77. 





An Account of the Yellow Fever, with a fuccefsful Method of 
Cure: by Fames Bryce, Surgeon, late of the Bufbridge Eaft 
Indiaman. 8vo. 25. 6d. fewed. Robinfons. i796. 


N the nature and caufes of the yellow fever, there have 
“ been different opinions ; but no fatisfactory conclufion 
refpeCting them has yet been arrived at. Nor is the moft ap- 
ropriate method of treating the difeafe fu/ly agreed upon 
/ thofe who have given us accounts of its uncommon fa- 
éality. | 
Late writers on the fubject are, indeed, more unanimous 
on this lait point, than thofe that have preceded them. They, 
in general, fuppofe that mercurials, in fome form or other, 
are effential to the cure of the complaint. And the experi- 
ence of Mr. Bryce is in fupport of the fame opinion — 


* I am induced, fays he, by the advice of fome very refpectable 
medical friends, to publifh the following obfervations, (in hopes 
that they may tend, in fome meafure, to throw light on this fub- 
ject}, concerning a fever of a very formidable afpeét, which broke 
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out on board the Bufbridge Eaft Indiaman, during her voyage from 
England to Madras and Bengal in fummer 1792, about the time of 
crofling the equator in the Atlantic Ocean, although the had been 
without communication with port or veffel from the time of leav- 
ing the Downs. It was my third voyage as furgeon of an India- 
man; and neither in that capacity, nor in the courfe of my educa- 
tion at Edinburgh or in London, nor while at Bombay, Madras 
or Bengal, had I ever feen an epidemic of fo threatening and ma- 
lignant a nature. After it broke out, the veflel was prevented by 
the weather from touching at any port till fhe arrived at Madras, 
fo that the fick were deprived of the many refrefhments which the 
land might have afforded ; and I was left to my own conjectures 
and judgment concerning the nature and treatment of the difeafe. 
I was fortunate enough, however, to be fo fuccefsful in that treat- 
ment, that I loft only three perfons out of two hundred and fifty 
who were attacked by the difeafe, though it was fo general, that 
not above twelve perfons out of the whole number on board en- 


tirely efcaped it.’ Pp. 6. 


The author has prefented us with nothing fatisfa€tory, eci- 
ther refpecting the fource from which the difeafe originated, 
or the caufes that operated in its production. On thefe points 
he appears to have made but few obfervations. 

The hiftory of this fever is traced with fufficient clearnefs, 
and in a manner that fhows the author to have been attentive 
to the duties of his office; but it does not appear that the dif- 
eafe which he has detcribed, was cxaé?/y the fame with thofe 
mentioned by Dr. Rufh and Dr. Chifholm. ‘There are, in- 
deed, fome points of refemblance between this difeafe and 
thofe which have been defcribed by the above authors : but 
in others they evidently differed materially. 

In his attempts to remove the difeafe by clearing the prime 
via, and then throwing in the bark, the author feems to have 
experienced confiderable difappointment. He was therefore 
foon induced to follow another plan. 

‘ I had foon (fays he) the fatisfaction to find, that by means of 
the moft draftic purgatives, provided early recourie was had to 
them, 1 had acquired complete controul over this cruel diftemper, 
even in its moft formidable attacks. J then formed a plan for the 
regulation of my future practice, on thefe three general indica~ 
tions. 

‘1. To evacuate all putrid offending matters, 

* 2. To prevent the re-accumulation of thefe. And, 


‘ 3. To relieve urgent fymptoms.’ P. 49. 


The doétrine which forbids the ufe of purgatives in fevers 


that have a putrid tendency, the author confides; as by no 
means 
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means fatisfactorily eftablifhed: at leaft, where there is an ac- 
cumulation of putrid matters in the abdominal viflcera, he 
thinks it the fafeft and moft advantageous mode of cure to ex- 
hibit cathartic f{timuli, and by their means immediately remove 
the poifon. 


* In order to accomplifh this evacuation of the putrid matters, I 
found the moft aétive of the purging medicines abfolutely necefla- 
ry; and that which to me, appeared by far the moit effectual for 
the purpofe was calomel, either given by itfelf, or joined with other 
powerful cathartics, 

‘ I am therefore moft anxious to recommend a more free ufe of 
calomel, than has hitherto been common even in warm climates, 
being fully convinced that the greateft part, if not all the acute dif- 
eafes of thofe regions, proceed, either immediately or remotely, 
from accumulations of offending matters in the bowels. I have 
feen fo many inttances of the good effeéts of this medicine, in 
preventing and in curing the fevers of warm climates, without ever 
witnefling any bad effects from a liberal and judicious ufe of it, 
that I do think any error which is likely to arife from its ufe, muft 
proceed from giving it in too {mall a quantity.’ P. 51. 


That purgatives are neceffary, particularly in warm cli~ 
mates, for the purpofes which the author has mentioned 
there cannot be the Jeaft doubt. The firft has been confirm- 
ed by innumerable proofs. But ftill evacuations may be car- | 
ried too far, as there is conftantly in thefe fevers a rapid ten- 
dency to debility. The judicious practitioner, therefore, 
while he makes ufe of evacuating remedies, will not lofe fight 
of that ftate of the fyftem which muft foon take place. 

That the caufe of the debility in this fever is the accumu- 
lation of putrid matters in the abdominal vifcera, we are in 
fome degree inclined to doubt. We know that colleétions 
frequently occur in the inteftines, without producing any ftate 
fimilar to that which is met with infevers of this kind. ‘The 
author feems to have miftaken an effect for a caufe ; a circum- 
ftance indeed by no means unfrequent among medical writ- 
ers. 

The plan of, cure which is here propofed, confifts princi- 
pally in evacuating the contents of the abdominal vifcera, by 
means of large and repeated mercurial purges. ‘This is near- 
ly the method recommended by Dr. Rufh and Dr. Chifholm : 
and it is a circumftance highly favourable to the juftnefs of 
their opinions, that the fame mode has been fuccetsfully em- 
ployed by another practitioner, without (as he tells us) hav- 
ing any knowledge of what thofe phyficians had done. 

The faéts which Mr. Bryce has here judicioufly ftated, de- 
ferve the attention of thofe who are engaged in treating the 
difeafes of hot climates. 


Tradis 
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Traéts upon India; written in the Years, 1779,. 1780, and 
1788. By Mr. Fobn Sullivan. With fubfequent Obfervations 
by him. 8vo. 103. 6d. Boards. Becket. 1795. 


"THE manners, cuftoms, police, and literature of India, 
are, in general, fo interefting; and the concerns of our 

own country fo much involved in them, as to render every 
publication on Indian affairs of importance. ‘The prefent ob- 
fervations being written by a gentleman well acquainted with 
the fubject he treats on, and being in their nature connected 
with public tranfa€tions, are rendered ftill more important. 
_ Tt may be proper to acquaint the reader, that copies of this 
work were fent by the author to the minifter for India, to 
Mr. Pitt, to marquis Cornwallis, and others amongit Mr. 
Sullivan’s private friends, well acquainted with the affairs of 
India. The aythor’s defign in fubmitting his papers to fuch 
examination, was, that errors of opinion might be pointed 
out, or that the whole might be fuppreffed, if fufficient rea- 
fons for fuch fuppreffion fhould appear. No fuch reafons, 
however, ‘having occurred to Mr. Sullivan, he fubmits them 
to the pubtic. 

The following introdu€tory remarks we lay before our 
readers— 


* The following work confifts of letters which were prefented to’ 
his majefty’s minifters, and to the court of direétors, in the vears 
1779, 1780, and 1788, without any imtention that they fhould ever 
be brought under more general view. But motives of perfonal 
refpect and regard for the noble lord lately appointed to the govern- 
ment of India, having induced me to revife thofe letters, and to’ 
colleé& them together, as forming parts of one general fubje&; I 
have thought it neceflary in doing this, to connect them with fome 
events that have taken place fince they were written, and which f 
conceive will be found to elucidate and confirm the information and 
Opinions that were then fubmitted for confideration. 

_ © The letter which has the firft place in this collection, contains, 
in a reduced form, and with fome literal alterations, the fubftance 
of three letters that were addrefled by me to bord North in the 
autumn of 1780, at which time they were written with the defign 
of exciting his lordfhip’s attention, as the minifter of this country, 
fo the political fituation of the Britifh interefts in India, I have 
now divided that letter, in its abridged ftate, into two parts, for the 
purpofe of conneéting with the fubjects in each, fuch obfervations 
and reflections, as have fuggefted themfelves to my mind upon a 
review of them; and IJ have introduced immediately after them, 2 
memoir which I had the honour of prefenting to Mr. Dundas in 


March, 1788, to which I have alfo added obfervations. By this 
~ - arranges 
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arrangement I have endeavoured to give fome degree of unity to 
the fubje&t of the papers which I had at different times fubmitted 
to his majefty’s minifters upon the political ftate of India, and upon 
the relation in which we ftood conneéted with the native princes of 
the Peninfula.’ pr. i. 


The firft letter holds out this idea, that our political ideas 
concerning India fhould be determined by the particular cha- 
racter of its refpective rulers; and that our condudt, in regard 
to that country, fhould be regulated by the courfe of events 
nearer our own time. . 

The letter was prefented to lord North at an important 
crifis ; and the author obferves, that of all the various interefts 
of the nation, there was no one, the various relations and 
combinations of which have hitherto been fo little develop- 
ed. He defignedly avoids touching, on the prefent occafions 
our commerce with India, and the means of improving our 
revenue there, confining himfelf entirely to the political branch 
of his fubject; and accordingly takes a general view of our 
alliances and negotiations and political diffenfions in India, 
and determines this to be the period when the interefts of 
the nation render it neceflary to adopt a decided policy in res 
gard to India. ; 

Mr. Sullivan complains of the difficulty not only of corpleting 
the regiments, but even of procuring any men for India fervice 5 
and yet, he fays, no where is pay fo high nor more regularly 
paid. He propofes a plan for forming military feminaries, 
to be compofed of the children of our foldiers in India : 
he allows that this plan is contrary to the genius of our 
con{titution at home,—but obferves— 


‘ Were our pofleffions in India conftituted, as thefe iflands are, 
or were they capable of receiving fuch a conftitution, it would be 
criminal to propofe any plan, which fhould be lefs favourable to 
the liberty of the fubjeét; but whilft every profeffion is confidered 
by the natives of India as an inheritance, not only of the family, 
but of the caft; whilft the religious prejudices of a whole people 
are found to oppofe the communication of thofe privileges to any 
out of their own tribes; it would be impracticable to form efta- 
blifhments in India, upon the enlarged principle which it would be 
neceffary to obferve in an inftitution of the kind at home. 

‘ The offspring of our foldiery in India, muft therefore, from a 
neceflity which ao authority can controll, become foldiers; or they 
muit fail into that depraved and profcribed ftate, which is difiin- 
guiflted in fome parts of India by the denomination of Pariars, and 
m.athers, by that of Hallencores; under which defcriptions, they 
are confidered as the polluted outcafts of fociety. 

‘ Whether then, my lord, thall we, under fome fmall abridg- 
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ment of that well conftituted liberty, which with fo much reafon 
we pride ourfelves on in this country, incorporate thefe children 
into our army, by fome public eftablifhment, which may early di- 
rect their habits? or fhall we, by an inattention to the common 
duties of humanity, as well as policy, leave them to augment the 
armies of our neighbours, aud thereby continue to furnifh the na- 
tive powers of India, with means fo efficient for bringing their 
troops nearer to the level of our own in difcipline and energy. 

© Your lordfhip, 1 am perfuaded, will not hefitate to decide in 
favour of fome eftablifhment, which fhall fecure to the nation the 
fervices of this numerous, but hitherto negleéted race; and your 
wifdom will direét, that it fhould be formed upon a plan the beft 
calculated to ferve as a military feminary, in which, from the ha- 
bits of early exercife, the boys may be inured to difcipline, and 


fitted for the army.’ PP. 42. 

Mr. Sullivan further propofes a reform in the marine force 
of India; and fuggefts a hint that fhips of war, deftined for 
the Indian ftation, fhould be built in India; and meets ob- 
jeCtions that might be ftarted to this plan: and further pro- 
pofes that a corps, under the denomination of Lafcar Sepoys, 
fhould be charged with the boat-fervice, and fuch other duties 
as might relieve the Englith failor. He likewife notices a 
plan for bringing the military eftablifhment of the crown, and 
that of the Eaft India company, into one uniform corps. 
This, he obferves, would prevent the inconveniences arifing 
from invidious diftin@ions between the troops of the crown 
and thofe of the company., 

Mr. Sullivan propofes, as a reward for military fervice, a 
temporary alienation of public revenue ; a fcheme as judicious 
in itfelf, as agreeable to the eftablifhed ufages of the Mo- 
gul empire. 

After all, the guarded pdlicy neceflary to be purfued in 
thefe diftant dominions, furnifhes arguments againft this fyf 
tem of our foreign poffeflions. 

The memoir prefented to Mr. Dundas was written at his 
requeft, for the purpofe of conveying a relation of the politi- 
cal fituation of the Englith interefts in the fouth of India; 
but particularly to point out the danger that might attend a 
well-combined direction of the united forces of 'Tippoo Sul- 
tan and of the French againft us in that quarter. 

This is followed by obfervations on the general refult of the 
war again{t Tippoo Sultan, and the effects that may have been 
produced by it upon our internal fecurity, and upon our poli- 
tical relation with other powers of India. 

Next follows a curious letter to the court of dire€tors of 
the Eaft India company, dated 3d of Feb. 1779, the fub- 
ftance of .which may be collected from what folloys— an 

‘ The 
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¢ The great political arrangements of India, from their variety 
and extent, have unavoidably engaged fo much of your attention, 
that the fubordinate departments of internal police, which preffed 
not fo immediately upon you, cannot have been enquired into with 
the fame degree of precifion. From the fame caufes it muft have 
happened, that the governments abroad have been obliged, in fome 
inftances, to forbid themfelves too minute an enquiry, left the time 
given to inveftigation, fhould have drawn their attention, too much, 
from the more important concerns committed to their charge. 

* Under thefe circumftances it may be permitted to hope, that 
every endeavour to convey information will be favourably received 
by you; and that any attempt to promote the intereft of the com- 
pany, and to increafe the confidence and fecurity of the natives of 
India, living under their protection, will be fure to find advocates 
in thofe, who are fo particularly entrufted with the management of 
their affairs. 

* In this perfuafion, I am encouraged to fubmit to your confi- 
deration, the following obfervations and reflections upon the fubject 
of the provinces, commonly known by the denomination of the 
Northern Circars. They are the refult of local knowledge, and 
of fome experience in the adminifftration of thofe valuable pro- 
vinces ; and being derived from minute enquiry and*inveftigation, 
they are offered with fome degree of confidence, to your attention. 

‘ With a view of giving as much perfpicuity as may be within 
my power, to a fubject fo complicated, and in which fuch a variety 
of interefts are involved, I will firft endeavgur to explain the nature 
of the tenure, under which landed yam was held, under the 
ancient government of the Hindoos; to defcribe the fecurities 
which were provided by their inftitutions, in favour of induftry 
and cultivation ; and to fhew the influence which the conquetts of 
the Mohammedans had, upon thofe tenures and inftitutions. 

‘ Upon thofe preliminary grounds I will attempt to trace the in- 
troduction and eftablifhment of Zemindars in thofe provinces ; to 
give a general view of the caufes which had raifed them to the de- 
gree of power and confideration they were found to be pofleffed of, 
when they fell under the government of the Englith ; to exhibit 
their prefent fallen and impoverifhed ftate, with the influence it has 
had upon the revenue and upon the induftry of the country ; and, 
laitly, to fuggeft and explain fuch meatures as, in my humble opi- 
nion, would tend to improve the condition of the landholder and of 
the hufbandman, and at the fame time to extend and render fecure 
the income of the ftate.’ Pp. 156. 


The letter further contains fome hints on manufaétures, 
and of the meafures to be taken to fecure the advantages that 
they may confer. 

his letter is followed by obfervations written fourteen 
years afterwards, at a time when a permanent fettlement of 
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‘the territorial revenue in Bengal had been perfected upor 
principles analogous to thofe which Mr. Sullivan fubmitted | 
to the court of direétors of the Eaft India company in 1779, 
relative to the Northern Circars. 

The next letter is alfo addrefled to the court of dire€tors, 
dated Dec. 14, 1780. This relates to the remittances from 
India to Europe, which, for fome years, were made through 
the medium of foreigners. Mr. Sullivan reafons againit 
this practice, as it diverts from this country a confiderable 
part of its natural commerce with India, and furnifhes rivals 
with the means of fupporting that trade under fingular ad- 
‘vantages, 

In the Supplement, Mr. Sullivan lays down the plan pro- 

pofed by lord Cornwallis, for new modelling the army in In- 
dia, as well as the amendments of that plan ty the officers of 
the company, and labours to fhow that they rather increafe ex- 
‘jMting evils than furnifh remedies. 
_ Inan Appendix, are fubjoined documents drawn from offi- 
cial records, not open to the public. The object of introduc- 
ing them is principally to enable the reader to judge from 
fuch authentic materials, how far the hints fubmitted to con- 
fideration in the tracts of 1779, 1780, and 1788, have been 
enforced and confirmed by fubfequent experience. 

Though, in many difcuffions relative to our concerns in In- 
dia, many previous queftions may be ftarted by the moralift,— 
though much juft q@fimadverfion muft follow,—and though 
much perplexity, on account of different interefts, laws, and 
cuftoms, will be involved in them,—yet this volume of letters 
cannot fail of being acceptable to the public; being not only 
drawn up by a perfon well acquainted with facts, but written 
in a very agreeable ftyle. 





An Effay on the Progrefs of Human Underftanding. By F. A. 
O'Keeffe, M.D. A.-M. 8vo. 15. 6d. Grifhths. 1795. 


"THE utility and importance of inquiring into the circum- 
ftances which promote or impede the progrefs of human 
knowledge, muft be extremely obvious to every one who 
has thought at all upon the fubje@t. It muft be fufficiently 
evident, that it is only by inquiries of this kind, that preju- 
dice and error can be fully eradicated, or the general conduct 
_of mankind be enlightened and improved. By accurately 
marking the different caufes which influence the mind. in the 
acquifition or neglect of knowledge, the fources of error may 
probably be detected, and the avenues that lead to folid infor- 

“mation be‘laid open. » 
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Confidering the matter in this point of view, publications 
of this nature, when conducted with propriety and judgment, 
may probably be of confiderable advantage. Of the utility 
of the prefent pamphlet, we cannot, however, {peak highly, 
as it merely contains a fketch or outline of the fubject | 

The views of the author are developed in the following 


paflage— 


‘ The prefent fketch reprefents fome of the errors, vices, and in+ 
humanity of our predecefiors, in order to convince man of his ad- 
vancement to perfection, and give him fome notions of the rapid 
growth of his underftanding. Bigotry, vice, ecclefiaftical fuper- 
' itition, and feétical hatred, are feverely attacked, becaufe they gave 
origin to all the cruelties, perfecutions, and calamities, under which 
mankind has groaned for ages, and becaufe real happinefs can ne- 
ver be obtained while they exift! The hiftory of politics points out 
the gisring errors both of former and prefent fyftems, and fhews 
the true and proper fource of reform. The method of cultivating 
our underftanding is laid open before our eyes ; and the beft books 
for acquiring an enlightened knowledge of ourfelves and the world, 
are quoted in their proper places. ‘Two or three letters which I 
wrote from the univerlity of Leipfic to a friend in this city, gave 
rife to the prefent publication; and as philofophy and phyfiology 
are the fciences which give us a true knowledge of the mental and 
corporal faculties of man, I do not think the prefent fubje& beyond 
the limits of my ftudies,’  p. ii. 


The obje& of the work being thus marked out,the doctor 
takes a furvey of ‘ the different ftages-of human under{tand- 
ing through the courfe of moral and practical philofophy.’ 
His view is, however, much too confined; though there are 
fome ufeful remarks. 

In concluding this introdu€tory part of the work, he ob- 
ferves, that— 


‘ A brief account of the religious, civil and political intrigues, 
that gave rife to prejudice and formed the principal impediments to 
the progrefs of human underftanding and focial happinefs, compofe 
the theme of the following pages, which terminate With a iketch of 
the literature of new philofophy, efpecially that of profeffor Kant 
in Pruffia.’ Pp. xvi. 


An abufe of the paffions, and a falfe idea of perfonal inter- 
eft, are, in the opinion of our author. the two great fources 
from which the neglect of theeexercile of reafon, and of the 
culture of the underftanding, originates. The prefent picture 
of Europe, he thinks, affords a {trong proof of our ‘ great 
ignorance of the practical hats ef pure underftanding, and 
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human happinefs.’ It fhows, fays he, ‘ that while one half 
of mankind are occupied in protecting the prefent efforts of 
Jong oppreffed nature, the other half are exhaufting all means 


to oppofe their attempt, and fubmerge the brightening fpirit 
of KA times in thofe immenfe clouds of ignorance and dark- 
nefs, out of which it began to fhoot forth.’ 

The ?mperfe€tions of the focial compaé among the differ- 
ent rude tribes of mankind, as retarding the progrefs of know- 
Jedge, and alfo the original form of focial compacts, are 
juft touched upon by our author, but without much novelty 
of remark. He fuppofes that mankind, from their fupinenefs 
and too great confidence, as well as from the negleét of cul- 
tivating their own talents, permitted certain of their fellow 
creatures to be raifed to the rank, of gods and ridiculous 
idols, the haughty and ungrateful defcendants of whom after- 
wards claimed a property over them.’ Time, continues he, 
* changed this pretended right into a law of cuftom; and with 
its age the rights of the people decayed, until they forgot that 
he who fwaved over them had formerly been the fcullion of a 
neighbour’s kitchen, the groom of a foreign ftable, or the 
bloody leader of a barbarous tribe, who, after having flaugh- 
tered the one half of their forefathers, had raifed his criminal 
throne on the ruins of the other.’ 


‘ The too great confidence, and ill-placed generofity of man, 
were not perceived by him, till he found all his natural rights in the 
hands of his fellow citizen, who foon treated him like the beaft of 
the foreft, drove him on to the market for public fale, or bound 
him down with a feudal decree to a piece of land, which he was 
compelled to till in quality of a flave or ferf, for him who was 
deftined to bear arms, and maintain the tyrant’s oppreflion. De- 
prived of his will, ftript of all his rights, and thus chained down to 
nourifh the mechanical ftaircafe of armed power, which mounts up 
to that throne, formerly raifed by his own indifcretion or temerity, 

oor helplefs man, being no more than a fhadow, muft now ftand 
and behold this Tarpeian rock, without knowing how to fhun or 
eradicate it: the longer he beholds and the more he confiders, the 
lefs his expeétation of returning to his manhood: hopelefs and in 
defpair, he fits down to work for his greedy lord, till the efforts of 
his toil fill up the treafures, ftores and arfenals, which are deftined 
for the paftime of his tyrant, and the inftruments of his own de- 
firuction.’ Pp, 19. 


The influence of fuperftition in aiding and abetting the in- 
human defigns of defpots, is here treated with no trifling de- 
gree of feverity : nor is the author lefs fevere on the fubject of 
war, which he thinks has ‘always been the ‘ Jaft rampart 
raifed againft the progrefs of human underftanding.’ He 

vei 4 however 





Mrs. Smith's Rural Walks. 445 


however finds this to have been more particularly the cafe in 
thofe wars which have been ‘ waged for the fake of religion, 
and in which men were intured the falvation of their fouls for 
killing their fellow creatures.’ 

On the fubje& of ‘interweaving Statiftics and Politics,’ 
with the moral principles of religion, the author has put fome 
gucitions, which thofe who encourage and fupport fuch a 
pernicious practice, will find confiderable difficulty in anfwer- 
ing. 

The fcience of government, and the views of thofe who 
have enjoyed the governing powers, are flightly though not 
very delicately touched upon; after which the doétor pro- 
ceeds to the * Hiftery of Politics,’ in which he marks the 
principal changes that have taken place, and the writers who 
have chiefly contributed to effe& them. The exainination of 
this part of his fubject is, however, by no means matterly. 
He has rather glided upon the furface, than fearched the mat- 
ter to the bottom. : 

The conclufion affords a view of the Kantean Philofophy, 
which the author appears to be anxious to prefent to the at- 
tention of the Englifh philofopher. How far the principles of 
the Kantean [choal may be preferable to thofe of other new 
fehools which profefs to enlighten mankind and affift the pro- 
grefs of human underftanding, we cannot from experience at 
prefent determine. This, however, may probably foon be 

_afcertained, as the doétor informs us that ‘ the Kantean Society 
of Moral, Praétical, and Speculative Philofophy, will foon 
commence its claflical and elementary debates in this metro- 
polis.’ 


~~ 





Rural Walks : in Dialogues. Intended for the Ufe of Young 
Perfons. By Charlotte Smith. 2 Vols. 12mo. §s. Boards. 
Cadell and Davies. 1795. 

¢©O numerous and fo excellent (fays Mrs. Smith) are,the books 

which have been written for the ufe of children and young 
perfons, within a very few years, that, on the great duties of life, 
nothing can, perhaps, be added, which is either new, or which can 
be addrefled to them in any new form. 

‘ In this little work, therefore, I have confined myfelf rather 
to what are called des petites morales. To reprefs difcontent; to 
inculcate the neceflity of fubmitting cheerfully to fuch fituations as 
fortune may throw them into; to check that flippancy of remark, 
fo frequently difgufting in girls of twelve or thirteen ; and to core 
red the errors that young people often fall into in converfation, as 
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well as to give them a tafte for the pure pleafures of retirement, and 
the fublime beauties of nature ; has been my intention. 

‘ In the very little time that the inceffant neceffity of writing for 
the fupport of my family allows me to beftow on the education of a 
girl between twelve and thirteen, I have found, notwithftanding the 
number of excellent books, that fomething of this kind is ftill want- 
ing. I withed to unite the intereft of the novel with the inftruction 
of the fchool-book, by throwing the latter into the form of dialogue, 
mingled with narrative, and by giving fome degree of character to 
the group, - To do this, however, I have found it lefs eafy than 
I imagined.’; It feems to. be the peculiar felicity of the author of 
L’Ami des ‘Enfans to have written ftories which are attractive to 
children, yet not uninterefting to others farther advanced in life. In 
general, fuch works mutt appear infipid to all but thofe for whom 
they are immediately defigned, and thould not therefore be judged 
of, as they frequently are, by perfons who feem not fufficiently ta 
confider that fuch books were not meant for their entertainment, 
but for the inftruction of the rifing generation. 

‘That there are but few poets whofe wofks can be put indifcri- 
minately into the hands of very young people, the eatraéts which 
are daily offered for their ufe mutt fully evince. Indeed, I know 
of none out Gray and Collins which are wholly unexceptionable ; 
and fublime as their poetry is, not many of their compofitions can 
be reliflied by readers but juft emerging from childhood. 

‘In clofing each of the following fhort dialogues with fome lines 
of poetry, I have endeavoured to felect pieces likely to encourage a 
tafte for fimple compofition ; and if I have indulged the vanity or 
the fondnefs of an author, by inferting two or three of my own, I 
have done fo, rather to gratify fome yeung friends, than becaufe I 
fuppofe them better than others. A copy of verfes in the fecond 
volume is the produétion of a beloved and regretted friend, which I 
was glad of an opportunity to refcue from the injury they had re- 
ceived, by mutilated copies in manufcript.’? Vol. i. P. iii. 


To this account of the plan and object of the work, which 
is not unworthy the pen of Mrs. Smith, we will only add a fhort 
fpecimen from the conclufion of the eleventh dialogue. The 
Jeffon intended to be inculcared, is the propriety of over- 
coming that timidity too common to young females, and to 
which they are not aware of the importance, of oppofing fome 
timely refiftance. The dialogue on this fubject commences 
in the following way-— 


© Mrs. Woodjre eld, {ae Muding to an alarm the party had experien- 
ged ]—And now, fince our hearts are at eafe, let us fit down, and 
call ourfelves to account for the panic we have been all thrown 


into. , 
© Caroline. 
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©*Caroline. From which, my dear aunt, you were not more 
exempt than we were, 

‘ Mrs. Woodfield. I own I was not; but my apprehenfions 
were infinitely greater, after _I knew it was a man with a letter, 
than while I fuppofed it to be only a drunken fellow, who, without 
having any bad defign, might have been troublefome, as we had 
nobody in the houfe to oblige him to go away. 

.* Henrietta, I was fure, almoft, that it was one of thofe fright- 
ful gypfy men we met to-day. 

* Elizabeth, And I was perfuaded that it was the failors, that 
Mary fays have frightened a great number of people about the 
country lately. 

§ Mrs. Woodfield. Really you had both lucky imaginations. I 
fhall be angry with the fervants, if they tell you thefe ftories of 
threatened robberies, and I know not what: but it is aftonifhing 
what a paffion the people in every country have for the horrible 
and the wonderful. I have known a mad dog, a gang of imagin- 
ary houfebreakers, or two or three ftout vagabonds in {failors’ 
jackets, keep an whole neighbourhood in alarm for fix weeks ;— 
fome had heard them, fome had feen them at a diftance, but I 
never met with perfons who pretended to have fuffered from thzfe 
terrific objects. As to mad dogs, that have from time to’ time 
alarmed the country, I could never find any other real caufe for 
the panic they have occafioned, than fome miferable ftarved dog, 
who, become favage through hunger or pain, has fled from his 
inhofpitable home, or has been driven from it by blows or tor- 
ments, and, taking fhelter in fome out-houfe, or under the ftraw 
in a farm-yard, is difcovered, and hunted from his concealment by 
the brutal clowns, who drive him away with blows and fhouts, 
and then wonder the miferable animal appears wild and diftracted, 
and {naps at every one who approaches. 

‘ As to the marvellous ftories of robberies and houfebreaking, 
which fometimes run through a country, I never, on inquiry, 
could difcover above one of them to be founded on fact. At this 
diftance from London, fuch things very rarely happen; and, alas! 
my dear children, it is an improvident weaknefs to exhauft our 
fpirits in contending with imaginary or poffible evils, when it is 
but too probable that the happieft and moft profperous life will 
give to every one fufficient exercife for their fortitude. 

‘ Even this little alarm was a {pecimen of the neceflity of re- 
fle&tion, if we would efcape from the miferies of unreal afflictions, 
which, though they cannot laft long, are too acute to be borne 
even a moment without injury. Without reflecting, Caroline was 
feized with immediate apprehenfion for her father; 1 thought too 
of him, but I thought ftill more of my abfent boys; fo naturally 


lo the mother’s feelings fuperfede every other feeling, 
Hh4 * Caroline, 
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‘ Caroline. And do you not think, aunt, that children love 
their parents as well as parents their children? 

* Mrs. Woodfield. Certainly not. The moft tenderly affection- 
ate child does not feel, for the fondeft parent, the fame degree of 
affection as that parent has felt for her. This is fo ordered by na- 
ture, who feems to:-have made the love of a mother for her children 
the ftrongeft of all fenfations. 

* Caroline. And yet, aunt, I think there are addreffes of affec- 
tion from fons to their mothers, in one or two poets that I could 
name, which do the higheft honour to the filial tendernefs of the au- 
thors : I do not recolleé& any in which the parent addreffes the child. 

* Mrs. Woodfield. I believe, however, that I can repeat two 
little pieces of this fort; one of which you have already feen, 
though you have, perhaps, forgotten it: it is addreffed by a mother 
to her children, whofe future fate, from a long feries of calamitous 
circumftances in their family, feemed to be doubtful, and too pro-~ 
bably unfortunate. | 


‘SONNET. 


“ Sighing, I fee yon little troop at play, 
By forrow yet unhurt, untouch’d by care, 
While free and fportive they enjoy to-day, 
Content, and carelefs of to-morrow’s fare. 
Ah! happy age! when youth’s unclouded ray 
Lights their green path, and prompts their fimple mirth, 
E’er yet they feel the thorns that, lurking, lay 
To wound the wretched pilgrims of the earth. 
Bidding them curfe the hour that gave them birth, 
And threw them on a world fo full of pain, 
Where profperous folly treads on patient worth, 
And, to deaf pride, misfortune pleads in vain. 
Oh! for their future fate how many fears 
Opprefs my heart, and fill mine eyes with tears!” 


" The other piece of poetry was written by a woman of high rank 
and admirable talents, who, without the fame caufes for apprehen- 
fion, contemplated her two fons, eagerly engaged in their infantine 
fports, with thofe mingled emotions of delight and anxiety, that a 
mother only can feel, and, as I have heard, wrote the lines ig 
queftion with little or no premeditation ; 


“* Sweet age of bleft delufion! blooming boys, 
Ah! revel long in childhood’s thoughtlefs joys, 
With light and pliant {pirits, that can ftoop 
To follow, fportively, the rolling hoop; 

To watch the fleeping top with gay delight, 
Or mark, with raptur’d gaze, the failing kite ; 


Or, 
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- Or, eagerly purfuing pleafure’s call, 
Can find it center’d in the bounding ball ! 
Alas! the day will come, when fports like thefe 
Muft lofe their magic, and their power to pleafe, 
Too fwiftly fled, the rofy hours of youth, 
Shall yield their fairy-charms to mournful truth ; 
Even now, a mother’s fond prophetic fear, 
Sees the dark train of human ills appear ; 
Views various fortune for each lovely child, 
Storms for the bold, and anguifh for the mild; 
_ Beholds already, thofe expreffive eyes 
Beam a fad certainty of future fighs ; 
And dreads each {uffering thofe dear breafts may know, 
In their long paflage through a world of woe; 
Perchance predeftin’d, every pang to prove, 
That treacherous friends inflict, or faithlefs love ; 
For, ah! how few have found exiftence fweet 
Where grief is fure, but happinefs deceit !” Vol. ii. rp. 129, 








MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
POLITICAL. 


The Ufe and Abufe of Money; being an Enquiry into the Caufes of 
the prefent State of Civil Society. Wherein the Exiftence of the 
National Debt is denied and difproved. . The Second Edition. 
To which is prefixed, a Dedication to Members of Parliament ; 
and a Reply to the Analytical Reviewers. By the Author of 
Effays on Agriculture. Sve. 15. 6d. Scott. 1796. 


| a Dedication to Members of Parliament, in which the author 

recommends a petition from the people for the difmiffion of the 
minifter, peace with the French republic, and the removal of the 
national debt, he defcribes the contents of this work in the follow- 
ing words 


‘ The chief fubje&ts of this work are—the diftreffes of the ma- 
jority of the nation—the national debt as the caufe of thefe dif- 
trefles—the author’s propofed means of removing this caufe—and 
the reafons upon which he founds what he fays upon thefe fubjeés : 
in which the effects of taxes and creations of new money upon 
Jabour are particularly pointed out.’ P. ix, 


From his mode of addreffing the legiflature, we expected a great 
degree of freedom in the delivery of his fentiments; and, if he 
aims not at elegance of diétion, he fully compen{ates tor it by his 
fincerity. The flyle is too inflated; yet the truths conveyed are of 
the utmoft importance, One feldom attended to, either by mini- 

fters, 
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fters, or men filling the higher walks of life in large cities, is, that 
* induftry, the bodily labour of the human being, is the founda- 
tion of all property,’ That this affertion fhould. be. queftioned, we 
need not wonder, on confidering by what means very extenfive 
property is in different parts of the world acquired, feized, or ex- 


changed. Shall we allow the next pofitions of our author? Thefe 


are his words— 

‘ Two prepofitions written by nature, and therefore as incon- 
trovertible as any in Euclid, are, firft, that whoever does not la- 
bour for his own living, Jet him poffefs and expend as much money 
as he may, is for the common neceffaries of life only a penfioner 
on the induftry of others. Second, That thofe who do labour for 
their own living, are originally, and by the laws of nature, the 
only independent people in the world. Then here we murft again 
afk, how it is that the moft idle, are many of them the-richeft and 
mott independent, whilft the moft laborious, are the~pooreft and 
moft fervile? Thefe phanomena, are principally produced by 
abufing that artificial blefling, money. By letting artifice ‘triumph 
over, initead of aiding nature.’ BP. 12... 


We allow thefe pofitions to be true, and are not afraid of the 
confequences ; but we are not ready to admit with the author, that 
the abufe of money is the chief thing which gives indolence the 
preference to induftry, or that money can make or unmake the 
free man, can give energy to a people, or deftroy all its exertions. 

Money is a fymbol only of property ; and whether we ufe me- 
tal or paper, there is a certain confidence placed in it by common 
confent. The moment that confidence 'is withdrawn, the thing 
ufed, whether fhells, gold, paper, or copper, fhrinks into the value 
thefe refpeétive articles have, independently of the former opinion 
in their favour. By ufing paper, a great.advantage is obtained by 
fociety : but no advantage can be gained entirely free from incon- 
venience. Coin may be forged, fo may notes of hand; and de- 
ception cannot be entirely guarded againft in any inftitution of fo- 
ciety : but whether we inundate the kingdom with gold or paper, 
the prices of various fpecies of induftry will keep their compara- 
tive value, which is founded on different principles. Ia the mean 
time, from the great advantage of paper money, a new clafs in fo- 
ciety will be formed, of men, whofe induftry is employed in the 
negotiating of it; and they will have their reward. There was a 
time, when merely money-ehangers could gain a livelihood, and 
did it to the advantage of their neighbours, That trade is lof 
among us, but ftill prevails in fome parts of Europe; and we 
might as well look upon the tables of the money-changers as an 
abufe, as to ftigmatife our banking houfes with the reproach, . that 
their money does not originate in induftry. 

But our author is dreadfully afraid from the abuf¢, as he thinks 


it, 
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jt, of money by the minifter. Here, perhaps, he is not very clear 
in hisideas. The minifter is, without doubt, guilty of a dreadful 
abufe of his truft, if he forges this paper money,—if he pretends 
that paper drawn in England was really drawn in another place— 
if he draws bills for which he has no authority. But if the nation 
fanétions his draughts, we do not fee that there is any.abufe of money 
in his drawing a bill, at fix, twelve, or twenty months, any more 
than when the fame thing is done by a merchant, His draught re- 
prefents property, which has a value:-and when this money is fund- 
ed, there is a value for it according to the circumftances of the 
nation; and the people who lofe by it know that when they pur- 
chafed the note, they purchafed it upon very precarious terms. 
Whether the nation was wife in allowing its fervants to have fuch 
an extenfive credit, is another queftion, on which we might feel 
more inclined to acquiefce in our author’s fentiments, If the na« 
tion runs in debt, the burden muft fall upon the laborious part of 
fociety ; for there are no other, perfons to pay it: and if their in- 
duftry or numbers do not increafe under the increafe of taxes, the 
nation muff gradually fink under its incumbrances,, 

The confequences of the debt are well ftated by the author. By 
allowing the minifter the ufe of fuch immenfe property as is an- 
nually trufted in his hands, a degree of influence is created, which 
mutt infallibly be paramount, for a confiderable time, to any oppofi- 
tion arifing either from the moft laudable or unworthy motives. 
We do not term this an abufe of money, but a want of forefight 
in the nation which puts itfelf into fo dangerous a fituation. 

Again, we cannot call the debt of the nation mere {craps of pa- 
per, though we might have fome {cruples on the juftice of its being 
contraéted, and the propriety of its being ever pad. The perfons 
who fubfcribe to a loan, fubfcribe either the produce of their own 
induftry, or that of their fathers; and the ramifications of a loan 
circulate very widely : but whether a nation can mortgage the pro- 
perty of potherity, is a queftion which we fhall not attempt to de- 
termine. We fhall now leave our readers to receive the atithor’s 
propofitions in his own words, prefacing that to neither of them 
can we give unlimited affent— 


¢ Perhaps the reader’s mind is by this time prepared to receive, 
as general truths, the two following propofitions: firft, that the 
national debt never can be paid. Second, that it never ought to 
be paid, But thefe, like moft other general truths, are not with- 
out exceptions. 

* How are thofe little annuitants, who live ertirely upon the in- 
tereft of their capital, which is funk in the funds (a very proper 
expreflion) to be provided for? Thefe ought not to ftarve. What 
a villainous fyftem this is! which is fo artfully contrived that in- 
juftice muft be the confequence of either perfevering or relinquifli- 
ing it! But in order to come as near ftrict juftice between the debt- 
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or and creditor as poffible, let every debt whofe annuity on the 
firft day of January, 1796, amounted to from fifty to a hundred 
pounds a year, remain as a debt upon the public, and the intereft 
of it be regularly paid, or elfe let the capital be paid off. This, 
except in particular inftances, would fecure every perfon dependent 
wpon the funds a comfortable, though not a luxurious living. Let 
zcommittee be appointed by government to examine into, and, 
under their controul, to redrefs particular cafes of hardfhip. Then 
fet at liberty from its villainous oppreffions, labourers, and all thofe 
in the lower and middle ftages of fociety, that is, the majority of 
the nation—I fay fet all thefe at liberty from the cruel, vile, and 
deftruétive confequences of the national debt, by declaring all the 
reft of it utterly null and void. And after this is done, let the in- 
juries which have already been the confequence of this debt, of 
this moft fhameful and villainous abufe of money, though not 
forgot, yet let them be forgiven, and the breaches ina friendly and 
peaceable way made up.—This would redound to the intereft and 
credit, as well as it-would be the duty of the fufferers ; and thefe 
are, both in number and value, the majority of the nation, which, 
in fact, is the nation itfelf.’ p. 46. 


On the Expediency of Altering and Amending the Regulations, re- 
commended by Parliament for reducing the high Price of Corn: 
and of extending the Bounty on the. Importation of Wheat to other 
Articles of Provifion. By the Rev. Henry Gabell. 8v0o. 15. 
Cadell and Davies. 1796. 


To trace to their fource the evils which have menaced this coun- 
try with the approach of famine, and to fuggeft remedies of a kind 
the leaft likely to elude the utility of practice, is of the higheft im- 
portance to the comnunity, and will not fail to do honour to the 
philanthropic individual by whom the tafk is undertaken. The 
author of this pamphlet well deferves the thanks of his country- 
men for the manner in which he has treated fo interefting a fubjeét. 
The engagements that were entered into fome months fince by 
many perfons of rank and fortune, for the purpofe of diminifhing 
the confumption of wheaten flour and bread in their families, are 
pronounced by Mr, Gabell to be very inefficient to the defired end 
of enabling the poor to obtain a larger portion of neceffary food. 

We think that Mr, Gabell’s arguments have the merit of truth 
and ingenuity; and we agree with his remarks in a fubfequent 
paflage— 

* The extraordinary demand in our markets for potatoes can be’ 
fupplied only by Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and the northern coun- 
ties of England ; and thus from the Irifh, Welch, or Scottifh pea- 
fantry; from the poor of the pooreit diftricts, you take their chief 
or only means of life and fuftenance, in order to fupply the poor of 
the wealthier provinces with an article, which, to perfons in a ftate 
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of want, is, comparatively fpeaking, a luxury; for the money 
which will purchafe a loaf of wheaten bread will purchafe a greater 
quantity of other coarfer eatables; whereas the potatoe is the laft 
and cheapeft food, beyond which the poor man has no refort.’ 
P. 33. 

We acknowledge, with our author, the little probability that any 
will voluntarily fubmit to a diminution of their ufual quantity of 
food from motives of patriotifm,—and that, befides many general 
difficulties to the propagation of fuch felf-denial, 


‘ There are others peculiar to fuch mafters of families, as may 
wifh to recommend this forbearance to the practice of their domef- 
tics; that the latter will be apt to impute his pureft intentions to 
fordid motives of parfimony.’ p. 38. 


Oor author concludes with earneftly recommending to the go- 
vernment to encourage, by a handfome bounty, the importation, 
not only of wheat, but of other f{pecies of grain and provifion. 

In the prefent ftate of the country with refpeét to fupply, this 
advice has confiderable weight ; and we hope that in future a more 
vigilant and early attention will be paid by the ruling powers to the 
means of our domeftic fubfiftence. 


An Appeal to Popular Opinion, againf? Kidnapping and Murder ; 
including a Narrative of the late atrocious Proceedings at Yar- 
mouth ; with the Statements, Handtill:, Fc. pro and-con. By 
Fohn Thelwall, Svo. 1s. Jordan. 1796. 


This narrative relates to a very difgraceful riot. It appears, 
that while Mr. Thelwall was giving one of his letures at Yar- 
mouth, a band of failors, to the amount of nearly ninety, armed 
with cutlafles, bludgeons, and other* weapons, knocked down the 
door-keeper, burft into the room, in which were two hundred 
perfons of both fexes, and cut, beat down, and maimed between 
twenty and thirty of them, fome very dangeroufly. On their en- 
trance, they extinguifhed the lights, that (as it is expreffed by the 
author) ‘ neither the foftnefs of fex, the feeblenefs of age, nor the 
innocence of childhood, might check their ferocity.’ ‘Their pria- 
cipal object was to feize the lecturer, and convey him on board of 
fhip, perhaps to murder him ; for it is not uncharitable to furmife 
as much from men inflamed with liquor, and capable of wounding 
harmlefs and defencelefs perfons. Thefe ruffians, we are told, were 
fet on by an officer of the navy, whofe name is mentioned here, 
and confifted partly of his crew, and partly of the crews of other 
fhips lying off Yarmouth. The leturer, with fome difficulty, was 
refcued. 

Such is the outline of this abominable affair, which is detailed at 
full length in the pamphlet. If occafionally the writer betrays 
warmth of temper in his Appeal, it may be excufed on fuch 
an occafion. We cannot conceive it poflible for any man to {peak 

coolly 
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coolly of a tranfaétion which ftrikes at the root of all focial order 
and fecurity, and which will be felt the more keenly, as it involves 
the character of a clafs of men noted for gallantry and humanity. 
Never indeed was the name of Britifh failor more difgraced. If 
Mr. Thelwall was committing an illegal action, the civil magi- 
ftrate might and ought to have proceeded againft him. But he 
was not molefted by the magiftracy ; and he was countenanced by 
fome of the principal inhabitants. In the mean while, a party of 
failors are fo far deluded by their officer, as to break in upon the 
affembly, and in .1e moft cowardly manner attack the unarmed, 
the helplefs, and the feeble. Every man concerned in this tran- 
faction is interefted to wipe off fo foul aftigma, by promoting 
the ends of public juftice; and, without any partial bias to Mr. 
Thelwall, but as Englifhmen, we are happy to find that the matter 
is now put into a train of legal inveftigation, where, for the pre- 
fent, it will be proper to leave it. 


A Plan for the Payment of the National Debt, and the Reducion of 
Taxes Two Millions per Annum. By William Woed.  4to- 
35. Od. fewed. Seeley. 1796. , 

For three fhillings and fixpence the government of this country 
may buy thirty-five quarto pages of inftruction, by following 
which, in the courfe of thirty years, three hundred millions of the 
debt may be paid off, without any additional burthen on the fub- 
ject! How inconfiderate a nation then muft we be, to mind a lit- 
tle trifling war, which adds a hundred millions to the debt, when it 
may be fo eafily paid off !—when not fo much is neceflary as to go 
and wafh in the river Jordan! for our writer tells us— 


¢ What was faid upon another occafion, may with propriety be 
repeated here :—-“* My father! had the prophet bid thee do fome 
great thing, would’ft thou not have done it? How much more, 
when he only bids thee wafh and be clean!” Pp. 7. 


Nothing can be eafier, except what we fhall propofe by way of 
improvement on our author, who recommends that government 
6 fhould iffue bills under the fanétion and authority of parliament,’ 
payable at diftant periods within the thirty years, when there are 
funds fufficient for their difcharge ;’ not to bear intereft from go- 
vernment, but ‘to be conftituted a lawful tender in all money 
tranfactions.’ Now this is tolerably eafy: but, if we are to force 
people to take this paper money, why, inftead of redeeming it at 
the end of thirty years, fhould we not poftpone the redemption to 
the end of three thoufand years? It may equally be made a lawful 
tender; and the government of a country would ftand impeached 
only of grand inftead of petit larceny. Let the author afk himfelf, 
how he fhould ¢hoofe to have his own debts paid in this manner, 
—Such trafh might have been fold for lefs-than three and fixpence, 


The 
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The Conftitytional Defence of England, Internal and External: By 
Fohn Cartwright, Efq. 8vo. 35. Johnfon. 1796. 


Major Cartwright has been celebrated many years for his indefa- 
_tigable labours in the caufe of public freedom; and though, from 
his period of life, and the unpromifing afpeé of ‘national affairs, he 
may not probably attain the completion of his wifhes, he omits no 
opportunity to recall the attention of the people to a parliamentary 
reform, as the cure of all our difaiters. This is a fubjeét upon 
which he, as well as others, have written fo much, that it were, 
perhaps, unreafonable to expect any novelty of argument: but the 
abettors of the prefent order of things having taken new ground, 
—that is, having boldly and openly juftified the exiftence, and even 
the neceflity of contTinuinG adufes, fome frefh {cope feems to 
be given to writers on the other fide. Accordingly, our author ex- 
changes fears with his antagonifts, and becoming an elarmiff, ex- 
prefies well-founded apprehenfions for the conftitution, which he 
fees the minifter and borough-mongers are altering piece-meal from 
limited to abfolute monarchy. ‘Taking a view of the prefent flate 
‘of reprefentation, he expofes its defe&ts, and points out the confe- 
quences which have attended them, particularly in the origin and 
promotion of the three laft wars, and the enormous mafs of debt 
which they have left or are likely to leave behind them. The 
fubjeéts which more particularly ftrike him as important in this in- 
quiry, are the interference of peers in elections of perfons to ferve 
in parliament,—the total negleét of the complaints and remonftrances 
of the people,—the prevalence of univerfal corruption,—and the ty- 
rannical and defperate attempts which have been made to cruth the 
freedom of the prefs. All thefe he elucidates by appofite references 
to faéts, and by appeals to experience and common fenfe, 

The chief points infifled on were intended to have been fpoken 
on the nomination of candidates for the county of Lincoln, on the 
6th of May laft; but the author was prevented by certain circum- 
ftances from delivering his opinions in that manner; and reflecting 
that what he had to fay, although ftrictly applicable to the bufinefs 
of the day, might not be ufelefs, even after the eleétion,—he has 
fince endeavoured to render his {fpeech not unworthy of perufal in 
print. In our opinion, however, its original form of a fpeech, 
fuch, in point of length, as would have commanded the attention 
of the freeholders, would have been preferable to the prefent, 
which is extended by digreffions and repetitions to a fize, and con- 
fequently a price, which prevent its circulation among thofe clafles, 
whofe attention the author wifhes to roufe, and whofe opinions he 
withes to dire&t. However natural prolixity may be to an author 
who writes on his favourite fubjeét, it is not prudent to overlook 
the moit important object, ufefulne/s, and to forget that a truth does 
not become more convincing from being often repeated, although 
ir may be more firiking from being placed in a new point of view. 

Thefe 
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Thefe remarks apply to major Cartwright’s Commonwealth in Dane 
ger, as well as to the prefent publication, and will not, we are af- 
fured, be taken amifs by a writer, whofe object is to do good,—who 
has evinced his fincerity in the caufe of freedom, by preferving his 
principles at the expenfe of his intereft,—and who is one of the few 
that * dare be honeft in the worft of times.’ 


An Epitome of the Stocks and Publick Funds, ce. © To which is an- 
uexed, a copious Equation Table, Sc. Sc. By T. Fortune. 
t2mo. 15. 6d. Boofey. 1796. 

A very ufeful little work—giving 2 concife account of the ftocks» 
and fufficient information for every perfon concerned in the buying 
or felling of them. We agree with our author in approving the 
prefent mode of tranfacting this bufinefs by brokers, and in dif- 
couraging perfons from undertaking that office for themfelves, un- 
lefs their acquaintance on the ftock exchange is very extenfive. 
We regret, however, that a book of this fort fhould be of fuch 
public utility; and confequently, that a vaft number of people 
muft be employed in mere gambling: and we have no doubt that 
the transferring of fo much time, talents, and capital, to ftock- 
jobbing tranfactions, muft be as hurtful to fociety, as the wafting 
of the fame time, talents, and capital, at the card table. But 
the auri facra fames {wallows up every other confideration ; and 
the honourable character of the merchant is finking very fait into 
that of a contemptible gambler. 


An Hiftorical Effay on the Ambition and Conquefts of France, with 
fome Remarks on the French Revolution, Sc. Oe. Bvo. O5- 
Boards. Debrett. 1796. 

This publication can only be confidered as a political pamphlet, 
written for fome party purpofe : and we cannot approve of its ten- 
dency and defign, which is to awaken diftruft and jealoufy, and to 
inflame the minds of the people of England againft the French na- 
tion, while our government is negotiating for peace. It muff, 
however, be obferved, that, whatever may be the obje& of the 
writer, it is impoffible that this publication fhould make any impref- 
fion on the minds of well-informed perfons. ‘The writer, or rather 
compiler, is fo completely ignorant of the recent hiftory of France, 
that there is fcarcely a fingle topic on which he is correét. He at- 
tributes, for inftance, the great fuccefs of the French arms to the 
effects of the fyftem of terror; whereas it is well known that their 
moft brilliant achievements were fubfequent to the fall of Robef- 
pierre. * The new convention, he obferves, begun its reign by 
irrevocably decreeing the re-union of Belgia and Liege.’ In the 
firft place there is no fuch thing as a new convention ; and it was in 
faét the o/d convention (if he chufes to call the two affemblies by 
that name) that decreed the union of Belgium and Liege, and has 


inferted thofe provinces, as integrant parts of France, in the confti- 
tutional 
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titional a€t ; though we apprehend it is a miftake to affirm that the 
union is irrevocadle, 


Rights and Remedies. Or the Theory and Praétice of true Politics: 
With a View of the tremendous Evils probable to enfue upon the 
Continuance of the prefent unneceffary and fruitle/s War; and a 
Propofal of immediate Peace. By One of the new Se& of Mora- 
lifts, Parts I, and II. 8vo. 75. Sewed. Crofby. 1795. 


The author is one of the new fet of moralifts, and his faith is 
given in few words— 


‘ My divine revelation is, “ do as you would be done unto, love, . 
cherifh, and affift your fellow men, and fhew a tender compaffion 
to all brute animals.” And if this faith (in the profeffion of which 
I have developed my inmoft foul) will not fave me, ’Il————-: 
It is a thing determined upon,’ Part ii. Pp. 245. 


On the flave-trade our new moralift is very properly fevere ; and 
we of the old {chool of morality join moft heartily with him in 
reprobating this infamous traffic. How a man can carry it on, of 
vindicate it in any fhape whatever at the end of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, is to us aftonifhing; and in our opinion the tyranny of Ro- 
befpierre is as juftifiable as the continuance of the flave trade ; or 
rathe? the latter is a higher crime in any nation againft God and 
man than the former. 

We might proceed to fhow the moralift of the new {chool, that 
many other practices, condemned by him in this work, are not 
leis fo by the old moralifts, amd that true chriftianity is as much or 
more the patron of the rights of man, than any fyftem which he 
can now lay down. 


4 plain Tale for the new Parliament ; or a Sketch of the Hiftory of 
England, from the Glofe of the Campaign in 1794, to the prefent 
Time. By the Author of “ Letters to the King under the Signa 
ture of Funius.” Svo. 25. 6d. Chapman. 1790. 


This fketch, though fhort, is penned with confiderable ability- 
The author advances nothing new, and his chiéf fources are the 
parliamentary debates ; yet he conduétsa train of argument againit 
the meafures of the adminiftration and the tranfactions of the war, 
in an even and not unfkilful manner. The concluding lines may 
ferve as a {fpecimen of the /y/e— 

¢ The protuberances of parliamentary guilt are the chief objects 
on which the writer now wifhes to fix the attention of his fellow 
fubjects. Animated by thé warmeft zeal for his kimg, for his coun- 
try, and for public juftice, he would willingly hang up the memory 
of the late houfe of commons on the gibbet of eternal infamy : 
and he thought he could not more effectually accomplith that end: 
than by-a fair and forcible report of their own proceedings.’ 

Cait. Rev. Voz. XVIII. Dec. 1796. Ti Thisy 
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This, however, is not precifely the language of Junrus, whofe 
fignature the author has adopted. Ex quovis ligno, &c. 


Obfervations or the Mode propofed by the New Arrangement for the 
Diftribution of the OfF- reckoning Fund of the froeral Pr fidencies 
in India: together with a new Plan for its Diftribution, origi- 
nally fubmitted to the Repre/entative Committee of Eaft-India Of- 
Secers, by Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Scott. Alfo a recommenda- 
tery Addrefs, by Major Folin Taylor. 4to. 6d. Debrett. 1796. 
The policy of the Eaft India company is, to retain in the minds 

of its fervants a predilection for their native country: for if it were 

removed, it is not likely chat India would remain long dependent on 
the traders of Leadenhall-ftreet. This ypeti as well as the whole 
of the fyftem of piunder and rapac ity by which a fet of merchants, 
he confidence oe he nativés,’ erected.themfelves into lords 


abufing t! 
of a fertile country, muff neceffirily be attended with inconvenien- 


ces. “The feniors in md army look for their rewards at home : 
they come here to enjoy theirrank and perquifites ; and confequent- 
ly the juniors Gave very little profpe&.of rifing, when they arrive 
at the rank of-lieutesant-coloncl, To remedy this, a mode is fug- 
‘gefted to improve the fituation of the latter, which deferves to be 
‘Yynveftigated by the.monopolifts of India. But we muft fay, that, 
the fervice of their country to fight under mer- 


avhen men leave 
little reafon to complain, if their path te 


cantile banners, they have 

Wealth is in a few places retarded by obftacies. 

The Correfpondence of the Rev. C. Wycill with the Right Honourable 
William Pitt. Publified by Mr. Wyvill. Part BE Sve. 2s. 
Johnion. 1796. 

To fo ftrennousand confiftent an advocate for parliamentary reform 
as Mr. Wyviil, the defection of Mr. Pitt muft occafion no little unea- 
finefs, and perhaps fome degree of indignation. More from the conver- 
‘fations than from the letters of Mr, Pitt (which are merely notes), 
we learn, that he was once a zealous friend to a reform in the com- 
‘mons houfe'of parliament, and that he co-operated both with the 
“private and public friends of this meafure, declaring that he would 
*fupport ‘it, and exert his whole power and credit as a man and as a 
minifter, honeftly and boldly, to carry fuch a meliorated fyftem of 
veprefentation, as may place the conititation on a footing of per- 
manent fecurity. It is notorious that he has abandoned thofe pro- 
*feflicns, and that the guilt of his apoitafy has been aggravated by 

his countenancing every meature and popular prejudice calculated 

to bring the confiftent friends of reform into difrepute, and even 
perfonal danger. The public at large will fecl in one manner upon 
this fubjeét : but to the feelings Mr. Wyvill has in common with 
them,.is no doubt added the more «unpleating fenfation which arifes 
from being deceived by thofe on whom we placed confidence. 
part, therefore, of this pamphlet, confifts of * the cafe 

of 
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of Mr. Wyvill refpecting Mr. Pitt, and his paper, entituled, Heads 
of 2 Bill, or Bills, for amending the Reprefentation.’ © In ‘this he 
foresigitie the minifter’s condué& with great freedom, and in a ftyle 
of indignation, which, in his circumftances, it would not be eafy 
te zeprefs, As the fubject, however, is at reft for the prefent, we 
fhall only, aotice. that Mr. Wryvill announces a fecond part, con- 
taining the bill or biils propofed for amending the’ reprefentation; 
ond a letter from Mr. Pitt, inclofing a fketch of a preamble to the 
bill. Thefe documents will be valuable, when thé fubje& of pars 


liamentary reform comes again to be agitated. 


Confiderations on the Subje& of Poor-Houfes and Work- Flinfas, their 
pernicious Tendency, and their Obftrudion to the propofed Plan for 
Amendment of the Poor Laws; in a Letter to the Right Hon. IV; 
Pitt, from Sir William Young, Bart. F. R.S. Svoe 15, Ode 
Stockdale. 1796. 

It gives us pleafure to find men of rank, influence, and talents, 
engaged on the fide of the poor and friendlefs: and among thofe 
who have generoufly volunteered in this fervice, no one perhaps 
deferves more attention than the writer of this letter, who, has long 
directed his thoughts to improve the ftate of the poor. His motives, 
we doubt aot, ate pure ; and the views he takes of the fubjeé are fuch 
as bef{peak a mind replete with enlightened and liberal policy. After 
complimenting Mr, Pitt on the fpeech he made laft year refpecting 
the fiate of the. poor, and commenting with fe verity and equal truth 
on the practice of farming the poor, and eftablifhing ¢ guiltlefs 
gaols,’ he examines fone "ats of parliament for erecting poor- 
houfes; one of which, with his reflections on it, we fhall lay before 
our readers. 

It is the Bedford AG, 34 Geo. IFI. cap. 98. (In the Tewkef, 
bury and others, there is a fimilar claufe) 

In this it is enacted, boldly and roundly— 


“ That all who may be deemed to be in want, whether they 
apply for relief or not, fhalk be apprehended and conveyea to the 
work-houle:” and in all it is enaéted, “ that for the better appre- 
hending and difcovery of ali fuch poor, as fhallat any time wander, 
beg, or feek relief, it fhall be lawful for fuch perfons as the direc- 
tors {hall appoint, to enter in the day-time into any houfe or other 
building, where fuch poor fhall dwell, or be known to lodge or 
refide, and to examine, fearch, and fee whether any fuch poor are 
in want, and ought to be relieved, and him, her, or them fo found, 
apprehend and convey forthwith to the houfe of induftry.” You'lk 
obferve that this claude fets out on pretence of merely following up 
the vagrant aéts, but quickly by a fide wind veers about, extends 
its purview, and with the disjunctive “ Or” proceeds to appre- 
hend and confine, all who maybe deemed to be in want, together 


with all who may have applied for the difpeniaticns of benevolenc ¢; 
Tia which 
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which a particular fearcity may render, as it has done, fo generat 
and fo neceffary in this country. This claufe is common to hoafes 
of induftry, but the hundred houfes of Suffolk and Shropfhire do 
not veftin the directors the extraordinary powers of adjudicating and 
inflicting punifhment, given Co the guardians of work-houfes in ge- 
neral. The hundred-houfes are equally objeétionable, as places of 
confinement for all whofe means may not be wholly competent to 
maintain their families ; and as putting the worthlefs and the good, 
the idle and the induftrious on one level; and for many other rea- 
fons ftated in the courfe of this letter. But their internal regulations 
are more humane and confonant to our ancient laws, and thus 
prove that thofe violent outrages on the fyftem of Britifh adminiftra- 
tion of juftice are not neceflary to work-houfes. But for work-houfes 
they are generally enacted, and the whole mafs of labourers and arti- 
fans, of any diftric&t for which the work-houfe ftatute is provided, 
are fubjeéted to this code of defpotifm. Were the moft inquifitive 
ftatefman to travel from the Ganges to the Gambia, he could not 
colleé&t a more complete cafe of defpotifm !—The fame perfon, in 
quality of director, is the party offended—is to judge of the fac&t— 
is to decide on the extent of the offenceis to pafs the fentence— 
is to infli& the punifhment—corporal or other punifhment, without 
definition, or limitation: and you'll remark, that accufation, trial, 
fentence, and execution, pafs all in fecret! Should fuch laws be 
permitted to remain ia our ftatute book? Should fuch powers be 
vetted in any man, or fet of men? Let me not be told of character 
and conduct: the difcretion is not belonging to, or fit for a place 
in, the Britifh fyftem of legiflation. I fhould be afhamed to think 
it neceflary to write one line more on this fubje&, m the Englifh 
language.’ P. 2G- 

Sir William’s remedy for thefe evils is, to erect every fuperftruc- 
ture on the known batis of the 43d of Elizabeth, the’ fpirit of 
which tenders means of fuftenance to the induftrious, and draws a 
line between them and thofe who are flothfully and wilfully out of 
emplo¥ ; to confider the population of the country as the riches of 
the ftate; to regard all manufacture, commerce, and revenue, as 
originating from, and dependent on the fituation and character of 
our people; to melorate that fituation, in order to elevate that cha- 
racter; to promote the free exertion of induftry, by taking offall 
trammels on thofe who exert it; to look for the abatement of poor- 
rates only in the increafe of indiftry, and increafe of induftry rather 
from incitement than from correction; to referve penalty as an ex- 
ception, and take encouragement asa principle; to revive the fenfe 
of infamy on the badge of idlenefs ena¢ted by the laws of William 
and Mary, by attaching good fame with recompenfe to induftry 
in diftrets. 

Thefe propofitions we think are fair: at leaft they are founded 
on a juit and liberal fenfe of the value of the lower orders to the 
' character 
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character and well-being of fociety. Some extraéts are given from 
the writings of Mr. Townthend and Mr. Howlett, to prove the in- 
pester of the prefent fvftem of work-houfes to produce the good 

expected. In various inftances, the rates, upon the firf opening 
of the poor-houfes, fell to nearly one half, but rapidly rofe again 
to nearly double of what they had been before. 


Obfervations addreffed to the Friends of the Conftitution, occafoned 
by the late Addrefs of the Whig Club. By a Freeholder of Hang- 
Weft, in the North-Riding of Yorkfhire. 8v0. 6d. Rivingtons. 
1796, 

This freeholder of Hangweft is very hot: but, to ufe a vulgar 
phrafe, it would be better for him to keep his breath to cool his 
porridge. He miftakes his talents: he may do well as a loval and 
gallant volunteer yeoman; but the fword or the rake becomes his 
hands better than the pen; and if he thinks that the loyal and gat- 
lant corps of volunteer yeomanry, to which he addreffes his obfer- 
vations, requires fo many italics and capitals, we recommend to 
him a Sunday fchool for reading, in addition to that for exercife. 

We fhould fay no more upon fuch a trifling publication, if we 
had not obferved in this, as has been lately much the cuftom, an 
infinuation in favour of defpotifn againft democracy. Now, to a 
true conftitutional man, one is juft as bad as the other. The con-— 
{titution of England detefts abfolute monarchy. The king of 
England is one of the three eftates of the kingdom ; and the man 
who wifhes to make him a defpot,—that is, to make him in- 
dependent of the other two eftates,—is a traitor to the contftitu- 
tion. 


P OE TFT ICA L 


Extrad&s from a Poem on the Profpe& from Stirling Caftle. By 
David Dag, LL.D. 4to. Randall, Stirling. 1796. 


The Extraéts now given to the public, the author tells us, are {pe- 
cimens of a defcriptive poem, On the Profpeé& from Stirling Catf- 
tle, which is nearly finifhed, and will be put to the prefs if thefe 
detached epifodes are well received. They confift of the Vifon, 
in which the ghoft of Wallace is reprefented as appearing the night 
before the battle of Bannockbura to Robert Bruce, and encourag- 
ing him to the combat—Carmor and Orma, a love tale—The 
King’s Knot—The Garden, both referring to the traces of parterres 
and garden ground, ftill vifible from Stirling caitle. To thefe are 
{ubjoined two or three religious poems. The talents of the author 
are certainly above contempt: but we fear the fubjeéts are not fuf- 
ficiently interefting to attra& much attention, efpecially in their 
pretent unfnifhed ftate. Neverthelefs, asthe author, he tells us, is 


fourf;ore, 
Ti 3 * Nor 
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* Nor blame the poet's languid lays, 

Pale, blighted flowers of funlefs days, 

When four/core winters bleak have f{pread, 
With fnowy wreaths his filver’d head— — |! 


he probably thought the completing his poem a matter of much 
uncertainty. The following lines, tuken from the opening of thé 
Vifion, fhow Dr. Doig to be no ftranger to the poetic language 

¢ Now parting Sol, behind Benlady’s height, 

In weftern waves had plung’d the car of light, 

And now from Ochil’s brow, the midnight ray 

Sheds o’er the dufky lawn, a glimmering day ; 

Soldiers, and iteeds, and all the noify train 

Are ftili— no murmur burfts—no tumults reign.’ P. 5. 


The Triumph of Innocence; an Ode. Written on tke Deliverance of 
Maria Fhere{2 Charlotte, Prince/s Royal of France, from the 
Prifon of the Temple. By Eyles Irwin, E/g. M. R. I. A. 480. 
2s. 6d. Nicol. 1796. 

The fufferings of the royal family of France offer fubje&s to the 
poet equally dignified and pathetic: but it is probably referved for 
the next age to do juftice to them, The prefent performance is a 
very flight one ; and the deliverance of the princefs makes but a 
{mall part of the Ode which profeffes to celebrate it. Indeed it 
could fcarcely have {welled into a publication without the addition 
of a fonnet and large wores. 


Revolutions: a Poem, In Two Books. By P. Courtier, Author of 
Poems, Se. Ge. Suv. 25. Law. 1796. 


The author of this little poem fhows himfelf a friend to liberty 
and to religion (two taftes which unfortunately do not always go 
together at prefent), and an enemy to war. The American and the 
French revolution, the two greateft events in this or in many pre- 
ceding ages, are fucceffively noticed ; and the bard ventures to fore- 
tell a favourable termination even to the oppreflions of Poland. 
The fecond book infifts upon the fulfilment of prophecy in the 
prefent difpenfations of Providence, expofes the miteries of war, 
and dwells with feeling on thofe moral qualities and domeftic vir- 
tues, from which alone the ftate of fociety can be permanently 
meliorated. “The compofition is rather to be approved as a vehicle 
of fentiment than a model of poetry. It. is written in that loofe 
kind of blank verfe, which is-very apt to languifh into profe: and 
we are more and more convinced that blank verfe, if not highly 
finifhed as verfe, has but little merit; the facility of itis a tempta- 
tion to be verbofe ; and a poet that is verbofe is heavy. The fol- 
lowing lines, on the-; leafures of home, are among the beft— 


$ Yes; 














Montury CatTaLocus. 


* Yes: in the precinéts of domeftic life, 
Tho’ many a ftraggling weed, o’errun its paths, 
And thorns ungrateful meet the traveller’s ftep, : 
There {pring fuch varied {weets as never deck 
- Ambition’s {corching heath; there flow, fuch ftreams 
Of purée® neétar, as the fev'rith thirf 
Of luftful ufurpation never taites. 
Who that has felt——but prizes as he feels, 
The dear connective zone with which efteein 
Links kindred fpirits near the focial fire, 
Mid winter’s elfe-inclement cheerlefs reign ? 
Delightful is the lively intercourfe 
Of friends, thus met around the blazing hearth ! 
Erect on giddy eminence, difdain 
Perchance will overlook fuch fimple charms ; 
Or feeing, deem them far beneath his care : 
Yet thefe are balms unfading, if aught are 
That fcent beneath the fkies ; and when abus’d, 
Or, but neglected, breed a thoufand ills 
In ftates and public councils; whence arife 
Rapine and murder, fuicide and war ; 
With wounds of little note, tho’ forely felt, 
Known in the catalogue of minor plagues. 
Our only riches is a little {pot, 
Denominated Home : thither directs 
Shoelefs extravagance his blifter’d feet, 
Drawn by parental love; and often there, 
Even diffipation lingers better hours 
Than what he meets ia levity’s parade. 
Home is the temple of ferene delight 
In every age, and every circumitance 
That marks this changing fcene; there we behold 
A thoufand houfhold gods in various fhape ; 
And recognize in each fome pleafing trace 
Of youthful mirth, fome bright enchanting dream 
Of early life which once fub{*intial fhone : . 
Thou paradife of time—whofe {weets oft fung, 
Seem fung without effect ; foul-foothjng Home ! 
O may thy rich, yet unambitious miaes, 
Attraé& the eye of all; there may they feck 
Uncloying happinefs ; for there alone 
Dwell pleafures new, exhauitlefs, and fupreme.’  P. 39, 


Quafhy, or the Coal-Black Maid. A Tale. By Captain Thomas 
Morris, 8vo. 15, Ridgway. 1796. 












































The flave-trade, a traffic fo difgraceful to this country, has been 
made a fubject of much poetical as well as profe ¢compofition : 
Li4 and, 
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and, perhaps, fome of our readers may be difpofed to fay, Oke / 
jam fatis ef! We, however, recommend to them, not to con- 
‘clude too haftily, but to read the following affecting little tale, be- 
fore they fay they will read no more. 

The elder captain Morris has before appeared in the caufe of 
humanity, and is known asa poet, having made hfs poetry fubfer- 
vient to the benevolent views of the literary fund: one of thofe 
addreffes particularly poffeffed confiderable merit. The prefent poem, 
as well in point of tender and generous fentiment, as of correct 
and elegant verfification, is entitled to the notice of the humane, 
and the praife of men of tafte. 

The Coal-Black Maid is a beautiful negro girl of Martinico, 
The fcene of the ftory lies in that ifland, a place well known to 
captain Morris ; and of courfe the fcenery and fome facts are de- 
rived from ocular obfervation. 

* Where Martinico’s milk-white cliffs appear, _ 
And two proud hills their heads fantaftic rear; 19 
Where fever'd rocks are bound with mafly cha Sy 
Left rolling ruin overwhelm the plains ; 
Where thro’ the ftreets a limpid fountain flows, 
Cools the hot air, and murmurs as it goes ; 

And merchants boaft a town, of modern date, 
That rivals Paris in her fplendid ftate ; 

There Quathy dwelt; a flave of lowlieft kind ; 

A ftate ill fuited to her noble mind.’ Pp. 5. 

The French government, it is well known, have.abolifhed flave- 
ry as well as nobility, in all their colonies. Quafhy’s mafter had 
formerly been a noble, but fpurned the law that gave freedom tq 
theinegroes. The following lines are very pretty-— 

* She next addrefs’d her lewd, inhuman lord ; 

For freedom argued, and his grace implor’d ; 
Mark’d for his prey, he durft her claim deride ; 
Of his black haram Quafhy was the pride: 

Tho’ brutes love brutes, by tender flames infpir’d, 
He, worfe than bruta, could fcorn what he delfir’d. 
She fear’d the ruffian might her fpoiler prove ; 
And Quafhy’s heart had felt the force of love : 
The maid had charm’d a youth from Afric’s plains, 
Soid, like herfelf, to wear this tyrant’s chains : 
From the fame region both the lovers came ; 

The fame their beauty, and their worth the ‘fame: : 
He, tall and ftrong, and full of manly grace, 

She, bleft with foftnefs and the charms of face. 
While vet a ftripling her a child he knew ; 

And with their years the mutual pation grew : 

Vor Quathy Quaco fav’d his little gains 3 ; 

Hie thought on Quathy as pe hew’d the canes ; 
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And, duly as the fabbath eve was come, 

for her the rattle fhook, or beat the drum ; 
Now with the damfel danc’d within the ring, 
Now fondly by her fide would fit and fing ; 
Or, far apart, renew’'d the tale of love, 
Beneath the citron hedge, or plantain grove. 
They talk’d of Guinea, and their native fpot, 
The country’s charms, and people’s happy lot, 
Where all the negro race on coofcoofh dine, 
And crown their chearful feafts with palm-tree wine ; 
But chriftian robbers poifon their delight ; 
They deal in man, and urge the chiefs to fight ; 
That crowds of captives, in thofe battles made, 
May live in mis’ry, and fupport the trade. 
Inhuman mifcreants |’ p, 11. 


Quaco is killed fighting againft his mafter: the manner in 
which the news of his death atfe&ts Quafhy, is very feelingly and 
poetically defcribed. Quafhy kills herfelf, and the poem clofes as 
follows — 

‘ Mild, but refolv’d, and hiding her intent, 
Forth to the woods the beauteous Ethiop went: 
She fell’d the tree, whofe qualities enfure 

To wounded minds an everlafting cure ; 

Whofe vapor oft the wretched negro tries, 

Till, by its ftrange effeéts, he {wells and dies. 
Her hut was clos’d, the pile funereal laid ; 

A cloud of {moke involv’d the coal-black maid ; 
One tear fhe dropt, on bidding Jone adieu ; 

But home and Quaco open’d to her view : 

She yielded to the fate her foul defir’d, 

Call’d on her lover, and in peace expir’d.’ p. 26. 


It fhould be obferved that negroes, when unhappy, frequently 

deftroy theinfelves ; and that the common way of doing this in 

_ Martinico, is by fitting in the tteam of a wood, called by the French 
bois d'Inde : they {well and die. 

At the bottom of this poem are fhort notes, explanatory of local 
cuftoms alluded to in the poem. 


The Poetical Monitor : confifting of Pieces Sele& and Original, for 
the Improvement of the Young in Virtue and Piety: intended to 
fucceed Dr. Watts? Divine and Moral Songs, Publified for the 
Benefit of the Shak/pear’s-Walk Female Charity-School, St. George 
in the Ea. 8vo. 25. Bound. Longman, 1796. 

A judicious feleétion : and as the profits of the fale are dedicated 
to the benefit of the Shakfpeare’s-walk female charity-{chool, we 
hope that they will be anfwerable to the benevolent intentions of 
the compiler. 


RELI- 
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certain Dofrines teaching Duties and Dévotions according to Gode 

dine/s. Ja.Three Volumes, with a dijzin® Preface to each, a/- 

ferting the Dignity of Reafon afified by the Divinity of Revela- 

tron. Publijhed by Henry Swindell, of Borrow/fafl, in Derbyfire. 

Sve. Adams, Loughborough. 1796, 

In a former Number * we had oceafion to notice a feries of fur 
sitive publications on religious. topics by Mr. Swindell: our re- 
marks on them are, for the mott part, applicable to thefe volumes, 
The words * Index eft animi vultus’ appear beneath the portrait 
of the author, which fronts the title ; but the wicked wag of an 
enyraver has moft cruelly defeated his employer’ s felf-eomplimen- 
tary intentions. As the fuccefs of the intended implication, how- 
ever, could not but depend on the varying tattes and opinions of 
different readers, and might even have tended (as, we confefs, would 
have happened with us) rather to the prejudice than the advantage 
of our reverend author, he gives us a verbal picture of his fublimg 
mind jn, thé following no lels mode? than elegant terms— 















‘ So lowly he, neat benefice declin’d ; 
A general friend no flave to human kind 
Whiift his poor foul on anchor hope reclin’d.’ 





Our readers, after this, will no doubt feel a ftrong relifh for the 
perufal of Mr. Swindell’s writings. 






Further Confiderations on the Second Advent of Chrift: fiewing 
that I, It was not to the Deftruction of Ferufalem. II. That it 
is to be to the Eftablifiment of that Kingdom which Daniel fore- 
told the God of Heaven would fet up.—Chap. ii. and vii. By the 
Author of Antichrift in the French, Convention, and an Enguiry 
into the Second Coming of Chrift. 8vo. 18. Cadell and Da- 
vies. 1796. 


That this is a refpectable and well-meant performance, will be 
obvious to every perfon who confiders it with any attention. But 
though it fhould be admitted that Dr. W hitby’s opi “sr and argu- 
ments are overthrown, the author’s explanations of fcripture are 
frequently too vague to produce conviction — 

‘ Nor is this the only paffage in Dr. Whitby fo at variance with 
itfelf as to require explanation. In his appendix, p. 274, vol. i. 
on Matthew 24, he afferts, that the deftruction of je rufalem was to 
be attended by the real prefence of Chrift (aapoucia) ; yet, in vol. 























* See Crit. Rev, New Arr. Vol. XVUL. p. 111 
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page 256, he fays, “ It is proved-that this 30th verfe of Matthew 


24 cannot relate to his fecond coming.” How are we to under- 
ftand this? If he came at all, furely it muft be his fecond coming. 
In verfe 2, page 458 and 466, he endeavours to prove. that the 
Jewifh nation is meant by the Man of Sin, or Antichvitt; and 
page 459 was revealed fo to be when the Lord did confume her 
with the breath of his mouth. Here he fpeaks of Antichrift. as 
pat; yet, in his difcourfe on the Milleanium, p- 9, he {peaks of 
Antichrift as to come, for he fays, “ I believe, that after the fall 
of Antichrift, there fhall be fuch a glorious ftate of the church, 
&c. to continue’a thoufand years during Satan’s binding, &c.” 
And again, page ro, “ After the fall of Antichrift, and before the 
fecond coming of our Lord to judgment, the Jews thal] be con- 
verted, and become a famous church again.” But if our Lord is 
to deftroy Antichrift by the brightnefs of his coming, as the doétor 
acknowledges he is, then of courfe he muft come to do it; and 
therefore, as the happy ftate of the church is to be after the fall of 
Antichrift, fo likewife muft it be after that coming of our Lord, 
therefore that coming cannot be to the final judgment and to the 
end of the world. ‘The only difficulty that occurs to me is im the 
34th verfe. This generation fhall not pafs away till all thefe things 
fhall be done (Luke, fulfilled). Perhaps the word yevnra: might 
more properly be rendered, till all thefe things /hall be dving, that 
is, taken in hand to be done; but all difficulty is done away by 
admitting Stackhoufe’s definition of a generation to be right, viz. 
that it means one of the three ages of the world, that is, two thous 
fand years. Nor is Dr. Whitby without his difficulties in efta- 
blithing the kingdom of Chrift at his refurrection. In his note, 
1 Cor. 15, page 205, ** All power is given me in heaven and in 
earth,” Matt, xxviii. 18. he fays, Why this reward fhould not ceafe 
when the work is done; why his dominion over death fhould not 
ceafe when death is deftroyed ; his power of giving eternal ljfe, or 
judging when all are judged, and none are left to be crowned, he 
confeffes he does not underftand. But are not thefe ftrong argu- 
ments that his kingdom was not fet up at the refutreétion ? that his 
work was not done, that death was not deftroyed, that all are not 
yet judced, and that fome are ftill left to be crowned ? For when 
all thefe things have been done, of which the deftruction of death 
is to be the laft, he is to deliver up the kingdom tothe Father. He 
was rifen, it is true, and had opened to us the gates of everlafting 
life, but thofe gates were not to be entered till a future period. As 
Samuel tells Saul, 1 Samuel, chap. xv. 28, “ The Lord hath this - 
day rent the kingdom of Ifrael from thee, and given it to a neigh- 
bour of thine that is better than thou,” Yet it did not take place 
till fome years after.’ P. 14. 

Three 





468 Montury CaTrarocue. 


Tiree Dialogues on the Amufements of Clergymen. Small &yo, 
3s. 62. Boards. B.andJ. White. 1796. 


This work is prefaced in the following manner — 


* When Dr. Jofiah Frampton’s library was fold in London (ia 
the year 1729 or 1730) his divinity books were claffed in feven 
lots ; one of which was purchafed by Dr. Edwards. The catalogue 
of this lot mentioned a parcel of MSS. Among thefe the doctor 
found one in Dr. Frampton’ s own hand-writing, of which the fol- 
lowing i isa copy.’ P. I. 


At the end is a note fubferibed with the name of Dr. Frampton, 
purporting thar the manufcript contained the fubftance of what 
paffed between the Dean of St. Paul's and himfelf, on the fubje& 
of clerical amufements. 

Whether this work contains or not the fubftance of an aétual 
converfation between a dean and curate, the fubject is very well 
treated ; and not only the clergy but the laity w;ll be edified by 
‘ the arguments introduced on many topics, on which the gay, the 
thoughtiefs, and the diffipated, are not the only perfons to dif- 
dain a ferious thought. “Dr. Frampton relates, that, foon after he 
left college, he became curate of Wroxal in Warwickthire, and 
thence acquainted with fir Roger Burgoin, at whofe houfe Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet, then dean of St. Paul’s, was a frequent vifitor, During 
one of thefe vifits the dean was engaged in correcting his Origines 
Sacre, for a new edition; and the curate was ufeful to him on this 
occafion, and more fo as a Companion to the dean upder a fit of 
the gout which confined him to his chamber. The curate was fond 
of field {ports ; and a prefent of fome birds to the dean brought up 
a converfation on the nature of this amufement, aad the propriety 
of a clergyman’s time being taken up with fuch a diverfion. This 
led to the confideration of amufements in general, which the dean 
divided under the three heads of riotous and cruel—trifling and 
feducing—innocent and inftruétive. Under the firft head are claffed 
hunting, fhooting, fifhing, cock-fighting, horfe-racing. Under 
the fecond head come cards, the theatres, public dancing affein- 
blies. Under the third, riding, walking, gardening, bowls, cone 
verfation, mufic, drawing, battledore and thuttlecock : and fome 
good remarks are made on the doubtful game of chefs, on tennis, 
fives, and back- -gammon. 

The dialogue is eafy, free, and ferious. ') On fome points we may 
think the dean rather too rigid: but he gives fuch good reafons for 
every opinion maintained by him, that an error of this kind may 
tafily be pardoned. It is a fatisfaction for every reafonable man to 
find, that, after the exclufion of moft of the tafhionable amufe- 
ments, a fufficient number remain for relaxation and real pleafure : 
and if every clergyman would reflect within himfclf, of what great 
importance it is that he fhould not give encouragement to {cenes of 

diflipation, 
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diffipation, we may hope that the perufal of this book may have 
the fame effect upon him, as the fentiments of the dean had on the 
future {fife and conduét of the curate. We fafely recommend it, 
therefore, not only to curates, but to the dignitaries of the church, 
not only to ecclefiaftics, but to the directors of the fafhionable 
world ; and we may add; that it is a very ufeful and proper pub- 
Jication to be put into the hands of young people juit entering into 
life, — if the circumftance of the dialogue being between two clergy-+ 
men, may not unfortunately prepoffefs them againft their argue 
ments, and lead them to conclude, that what decency forbids to a 
clergyman, may be indulged without fcruple by one of the laity. 


Argumenium ad Hominem: a Difcourfe on the. Clerical Charaéer, 
and its Parochial Odligations : compofed under the Idea of a Vifi- 
‘ation Sermon. 4to, 1s. Chapman. 1796. 


As the influence of modern manners, and of wealth and avarice, 
is fometimes too vifible among, at leaft, the higher orders of the cler- 
gv, an earnett expoftuiation with them, on the errors of their conduct, 
can never be unfeafonable; and although the author of this dif- 
courfe gives rather a difadvantageous idea of the bulk of the clergy, 
we are not certain that he has not a good foundation for many of 
his affertions. He points out the duties of parochial clergymen in a 
way that, perhaps, will be confidered as methodiftical, but is, after 
all, the only way in which that body can be ufefully employed,—in 
which they can reflect honour on their profeflion, and derive reipeé& 
for their characters. Being of an opinion that the neglect of the 
clerical duty leads to practical infidelity, he obferves that, in France, 
the naime only of religion being left among the inhabitants, there 
was nothing very extraordinary in their legiflature renounciag an 
empty name, in order to fhake off the expenfive efiablifhment by 
which that name was fupported ; and the clergy there, though on 
ordiaary occafions as pliant as want of principle could make them, 
were not to be expeéted to value their profeflion, when the price of 
hypocnify was rapidly declining, and there was every indication of 
its being totally withdrawn. There is good fenfe, though mixed 
with feverity, in this and other remarks made by this anonymous 
writer. 


The pradical Efficacy of the Unitarian DoGrine confidered,.in a Se- 
ries of Letters to the Rev. Andrew Fuller, occaftoned by his Pub- 
lication entitled, The Calvinifiic and Socinian Syjlews examined 

7 


and compared as to their Moral Tendency. By Fofiua Toulmin, 
D,D. 12m0. 1s. 6d. Johnfon. 1796. 


The truth of a doétrine is evidently independent of the condu& 
of its profeffors, or we muft condemn the religion of Moles, on 
accoynt of the flagrant delinquency of the Ifraelites under their 
kings, and give up chriftianity becaufe its profeffors have not, in 

their 
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their practice, exemplified the doctrines of our Saviour: Again, 
the practical effeét of a doctrine may have been great; yet its op- 
ponents may view it through the light of prejudice: thus the vir- 
tues of the early Chriftians were contidered by their pagan neigh- 
bours as vices. The true teft is, What is the doétrine in iticif ca- 
pable of producing ? In time, we have no doubt that its effects will 
be produced, and during its progrefs to this ftate of perfection, its 
effects will be different according to the materials on which it has 
to work. Thus, our Saviour has taughtus on good ground, the feed 
will produce; fome a hundred fold, fome fixty fold, fome thirty 
fold. We would not judgeithe Calvinittic doftrines by the four 
temper of the murderer of Servetus, nor the Socinian do¢trine from 
the treatment of Davides,—the principles of the Englifh church by 
the perfecution of Emlya, nor the articles of the Nicene creed by 
the ingquifition in Spain. 

Again, the pratical effet of ‘any doétrine may be miftaken by 
obfervers. ‘Thus the Methodifts tall much of certain ‘periods of 
awakening in various diftricts. Time muft prove whether the 
preaching was produétive of mere flights of enthufiafm, -or real 
found good fruit. 

One | mode of difcovering:the practical effeét of a dotrine, is to 
contemplate it in various countries, on different.tempers, artd under 
different circumftances of profperity and adverfity. Thus. the 
Calviniftic doétrine. is in power in Scotland, and was fo for two 
ages in Geneva,—has ‘been under oppreflion very much in France, 
more moderately fo in Engtandand Ireland,—and is now in America 
on a level with other fects. A curious inquirer might form fome 
judgment of the fect, from its actions’ in thefe different circum {tan- 
ces. The unitarian dofrine cannot be examined in this manner, 
becaufe it is no-where in power,—has very few Congregations,—“rantd 
thefe have exifted too fhort a time for obfervation. B ut,’ perhaps, 
this mode of inquiry is not abyepeageces to morals— W ho.:art thou, 
O man, that takeit upon thyfelf to judge thy neighbours? Let the 
wheat and tares grow to the harveft : but be it thy bufiaefs to fow 
only wheat. 


Cirifian Philanihropy ; a Sermon, preached before the affociated 
Friendly Societies, of the City of Bath, on Monday the 16th Day 
of May, 1796; by the Rev. Richard Warner, Curate of St. 
James's Parifi. Sve. 1s. Dilly. . 1796. 


A difcourfe recommending the particular duties of friendly 
focieties. The author dwells efpecially on Chriftian philanthropy, 
—a doétrine which ought to occupy largely the attention of public 
‘teachers. There never was more occafion than at prefent to preach 
a do¢trine calculated to heal the breaches and divifions which un- 
happily have taken place from a difference in political fentiments, 
‘and have been zealoufly fomented by thofe whole bufinefs it was to 
remove 
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temove.all fuch obftructions to national fafety and happinefs, The 
author may; therefore, be affured that * he ftands excufed for ob- 
truding a particular and occafional difcourfe on the public notice,’ 
which tends ‘ to promote and encourage philanthropy, frendthip, 
and good neighbourhood,’ on the genuine principles of chrifti- 
anity. ° 
Thouzh?s on the Lawfulnefs of War ; lumbly fubmitted to the ferious 
Confideration of the Teachers of'every Church or Se& among Chri/- 
tians.~ By a Member of the Eftablifiment. 12mo. 4d4.* Dar- 
ton and Harvey. 1796.° 
For chriftians to vindicate war.on any pretence whatever, except 
that of felf-defence, is fo manifeftly contrary to the whole tenor of 
the gofpel, that no arguments tan poflibly have any effect on fuch 
wayward difciples of the prince of peace. We muft think, there- 
fore, that the perfons who are not influenced by the words of our 
Saviour, will pay little attention to the work before us, which, 
however, fets forth war in its proper, if not in the moft glaring 
colours, and reprobates, upon chriftian principles, ‘the conduét of 
all men who are concerned in this deteftable trade. 


War inconfifient with the Doétrine and Example of Fefus Chrift. 
In a Letier to a Friend.’ Recommended to the Perufal of the Pro- 
Seffors of Chriftianity. By I, Scott. tame. «4d. Darton and 
Harvey. 1796. 

Mr. Scott’s pofition is— 

* That war, in every fhape, is incompatible with the nature of 
chriftianity ; and that no perfons-profefling that religion, and under 
the full and proper infduence of the temper and mind of Chrift, 
can adopt, purfue, or plead for it.’ * P. 4. 


This propofition is very ably maintained; and we recommend 
the confideration of it to ail who profefs to preach or teach the 
chriftian religion. 


Proverbs, Ecclefaftes, Wifdom of Solomon, Ecclefiafticus. With 
an Introductory Preface. 12me. 25. Od. Longman. . 1796. 
In a moft judicious and well written Preface, the editor has brief- 

ly explained the ftate of Paleftine, as to agriculture, commerce, 

policy, and f{cience, under the reign cf king Solomon, the reputed 
author of the Book of Proverbs. The defign of the publication 
is comprifed in the following words— 


‘ It was thought proper to publifh thefe books in this portable 
form, ngt only for the purpofe of cheapnefs, but of Convenience 
—as a {mall compendium of ancient morals, or what would for- 
mefly have been termed a manual of ethics; a book that may 
prove a ufeful companion through the whole journey of life, adapt- 
ed to every ftate and clafs of fociety, to be confulted with advantage 
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of every unemployed moment ; particularly proper to be put int? 
the hands of youth; and an acceptable and valuable prefent from 
the parents, guardians, and public inftru€tors of the young and un- 
jaformed in every rank of civil life.’ Pp. vi. 


NOVELS. : 
Modern Novel Writing; or the Elegant Enthufi aft; and inter ching 
Emotions of Arabel rs fg Bloanwvilie. _ A Rhapfodical Romance ; in- 


terfperfed with Poetry i the Right Hon. Lady Harriet Mar- 
lew. 2 Vols. 12mo. . Boards. Robinfons. 1796. > 


To the. friends of nile sd fatire, this production will afford a 
delectable entertainment. In flights of wild and digreflive humour, 
Triftram Shandy, compared withthe prefent performance, is a re- 
gular and methodical work. Our author feems, by his rambling, 
unconnected ftyle, to intend a fatire om the obfcure, defultory, in- 
correct manner of the inferior modern novelifts: neither do thofe of a 
higher clafs wholly efcape the thafts of his ridicule: a variety of 
quotations, both in poetry and profe, many of them from writers 
of celebrity, are introduced, in circumftances fo ludicrous, and 
attended with ‘combinations fo whimfical, as to render them, in 
their new fituations, truly laughable. 

The author apologifes-for thefe liberties, by declaring’ that 
any paffages which’ he may thus have felected and tranfplant- 
ed, were not inferted with a defign of depreciating their excel- 
lence, but merely to difplay a happy intricacy of ftyle and fen- 
timent, &¢c,—and that his fole intention has been, by a mixture of 
difcordant parts, to produce a pleafing regularity, with a lively and 
Captivating variety. 

Under an apparently light, and fportive manner, fome ftrokes of 
keen and ingenious fatire are. levelled, not merely at authors and 
books, but at men and meafures., 

The name pf Lady Harriet Marlow, in the title-page, is evident- 
ly fictitious; and we can venture, little doubting, to afcribe to the 
pen of a gentleman well known for his poetical compofitions, this 
whiinfical performance. We fubjoin the following fpecimen of 
our author’s ftyle and manner— 

‘ THE DANGERS OF A MASQUERADE. 

© The ladies were all in high preparation for the enfuing maf- 
querade, Mrs. Maltrevér who had vifited in her éarly days the coaft 
of Malabar, fixed upon the drefs of a péafant of the Alps, as moft 
-faitable to her fituation in life. Lucinda chofe to affume the cha- 
racter of queen Elizabeth, Margaret Grimes was difguifed as car- 
dinal Woliey, and the celeftial Arabella, like a fimple dairy-maid, 
in white fattin, with a little black feather, perking over her left 
ear, 

* Appear’d like an angel, new drop’d from the fkies.’ 
General 
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‘General Barton went as an old cloaths man, fir Sydney Walker as 
a pair of nutcrackers, and captain Harland as a blackfmith. When 
they arrived’ at the theatre in the Haymarket, the gayety of the 
lights, the proportions of that elegant building, and the fplendour 
of the furrounding company delighted them beyond meafure. 
Arabella felt an unufual flow of fpirits, and Lucinda whifpered a 
blue domino with particular emotion. The devil now feized Ara 
bella: by the hand, and ftanding upon his head drank up a whole 
bottle of champagne without flinching. This occafioned great 
merriment on both fides, and fir Sydney being quite intoxicated, 
added a frefh ftimulus to her vivacity. Sterne’s melancholy Maria, 
dreffed in ftraw, now advanced with a crowd of admirers in her 
train ; then tofling her head at fight of Arabella the faid, ‘ well to 
be fure, I dare to fay this here ereter thinks herfelf the diggef beauty 
in the place.’ Arabella no fooner heard this rude attack of the 
lovely maniac, than fhe {wooned away, which threw three gentle- 
men into fits, and fhattered the great Inftre that was fufpended from 
the dome, This was indeed a chance, but the pathetic Maria paid 
little attention to the alarming confufion fhe had occafioned. On 
the contrary, fhe took her guitar and fung the following mournful 
elegy with fuch invincible pathos, that lord Mahogany himfelf, whe 
was there in the chara¢tet of a mile-ftone, burft into tears : 


‘ Evecy. 
* Where flow meand’ring thro’ the verdant plain, 


Yon rill with murm’ring melancholy flows, 
Contiguous to the {pot where, ‘/haplefs fwain ! 
Young William's ftraw-clad cottage once arofe. 
* Loft in incomprehenfibility ; 
Of thofe dire panes which rent his tortured breafty 
When on his death-bed laid with many a figh; 
His foul departed, leaving me unbiett. 


* I gaily haften’d to the well-known fpot, 

_ Where I had oft partaken curds and tart; 

Untir’d by repetition, *twas my lot, 
To fhare the dainties of his dairy’s art: 

‘ The flipp’ry butter which in daily courfe; 

_ Was by his pretty fitter Mary made, 

Ah happy days, but now diftrefs, remorfe, 
In fad perfection my torn thoughts invade. 


* For gone alas! are this once bhifsful pair, 
And anguifh only now remains for me; 
He left a monkey, that my griefs fhall thare, 

And mourn the feafon I no more fhall fee. 


This beautiful effufion was received’ with unbounded plaudits, 
when Mrs. Maltrever {creamed out * O-heavens ! ‘fhe’s gone, fhe’s 
Cait, Revs Vou. XVIII. Dec. 1796. K k gore,’ 
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gone,’ at which a failor exclaim’d ‘ yes, damme fhe’s off.’ This 
occafioned a violent burft of laughter, while Mrs. Maltrever and 
Lucinda fell into the orcheftra, and unfortunately broke fignor Cor- 
vino’s capita] violoncello.’ Vol. i. P. 217. 


Augufta Fitzherbert ; or, Anecdotes of real CharaGers. In a Series 
of Letters. By the Author of the Cafile of Mowbray, St. Ber- 
nard’s Priory, Sc. 2 Vols. 12mo0. 6s. fewed. Crofby. 1796. 


There are a few ftories in poffeffion of the circulating libraries, 
which, with fome {mall and not very tafteful variations, are played 
off by the whole band of their mercenaries. Each new novel re- 
fembles the cu/ting of a polypus: the vegetating animal gets itfelf 
a new head and tail, and crawls on, alter et idem. The unfortu- 
nate are frequently advifed to look below them; and it may be 
fome confolation to the author of the Caftle of Mowbray, St. Ber- 
nard’s Priory, &c. to be informed, that we have been obliged to 
read worfe novels than even Augufta Fitzherbert, or Anecdotes of 
real Characters. 


Lonis de Bonceur, A Domeftick Tale. By Catherine Lara. 2 Vols. 
i2mo, 75. fewed. Ridgway. 1796. 


The prefent produétion (which, te are informed, is a tranflation 
from the French, with alterations and additions) by no means juf- 
tifies the writer in the air of affumption with which fhe defcants, 
in her Preface, on novels and novel-writers. * Common fenfe and 
reafon,’ are not more fet at defiance by the introduétion of ‘ fuper- 
natural agency, or fantaftic tales of caftles, ghofts, and fkeletons,’ 
than by the overftrained affectation of fentiment and feeling, which 
charaéterifes this performance. ‘* The characters exhibited (we are 
told by the tranflator) are conftantly to be met with in focietv, in- 
fluenced by thofe paffions, and poflefling thofe qualities, that belong 
to human .nature—the events being natural, and fuch as it is hope 
ed will excite and fuftain an intereft throughout the perufal.—We 
know not how common it might have been, under the former go- 
vernment in France, to meet with fons who forfwore all civil em- 
ployment and focial conneétions, left they fhould feparate them from 
‘ the felicity which they enjoyed in the fociety of an idolized fa~ 
ther,’ and who were conftantly teftifying their filial love and duty, by 
weeping, fobbing, and embracing, with more than feminine weak- 
nefs :—but, in an Englifh reader, fuch defcriptions are little calcu- 
lated to excite fympathy. The language of genuine fenfibility and 
affection is very diftiné&t from this extravagance, which may pro- 
duce affectation or provoke difguft, but will never touch the heart. 


Durval and Adelaide. A Novel. By Catherine Lara. t2mo. 35. 6d. 
Jewed, Ridgway. 1796. 
Another tranflation from the French by the fame author :—the 


ftyle and fentimentse qually inflated :—but the extravagance and en- 
"3 thufiafn 
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thufiafm of Jove is, perhaps, more natural, and therefore more’ 
probable, than that of filial duty: the latter is a fober feeling, and, 
however fincere and tender, very diftiné&t from the flights and ex- 
ceffes of paffion. ‘The virtue of fuicide, in any cafe, ought ne-’ 
ver to be recommended. French fentiment (at leaft, thoie high- 
wrought notions of fantaftic honour and loyalty, which were incul- 
cated under the old feudal fyftem of government) is too fanatical 
and too artificial for plain Englifi common fenfe. 


Maria; or, the Vicarage. A Novel. 2 Vols. 120. . 65. fewed. 
Hookham and Carpenter. 1796. 

Thefe little volumes appear to have been the produétion of a 
young, amiable, uncorrupted mind; and we give the writer credit 
for laudable intention :—but, to borrow -his own metaphor from the 
Preface, the performance bears no unapt refemblance to ‘a level, 
plat of green,’ in which there is nothing either to offend or to arreft 
the eye. The ftyle would have been better had it been lefs labour- 
ed ; meafured profe difguits the ear by its mellifluous, monotonous 
uniformity : and defcriptions of inanimate nature (in which this 
novel abounds), unconnected with paffion or fentiment, muft al- 
ways be tirefome and uninterefting—Neverthelefs, this perform- 
ance is not ill calculated to pleafe young readers, though {carcely 
fitted to abide the ordeal of criticifm: and, fhould our conjectures 
be right refpeéting the youth of the author, we would not difcou- 
rage him in his literary career—There may be time, as well as 


room, for future improvement. 


MEDICAL axnn ANATOMICAL. 


Dialogues between a Pupil of the late Fohn Hunter, and Feffi Foot, 
including Paffages in Darwin's Zoonomia. 8vo. 35. Becket. 
1795+ 
All former attempts to vilify the reputation of Mr. J. Hunter 

having failed, our author now attempts the form of dialogue, a 

mode of writing (it may be obferved with truth) more calculated 

to influence the paffions than fix the judgment. 

The Dedication is pompoufly addreffed to the ‘ memory of Dr. 
Adair Crawford.’ The Preface is principally occupied by a varie- 
ty of attempts at criticifm onthe compofition of dialogues ; and 
Dr. Hurd is honoured with the palm of fuperiority in this f{pecies 
of literature,—nay even is made the model for the work before us, 


Enter Mr. Foot and Pupil. 
* Pupil. You will pardon the freedom which I have taken of in- 
terrupting your attention, but my zeal for enquiry after truth has 


led me to folicit a converfation with you. 
‘ Foot, May I beg to know to whom I am indebted for the ho. 


nour of this vifit? 
¢ Pupil, I was a pupil of the late John Hunter, and as I admire’ 
Kk a2 candour 
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candour too much to imagine, that I fhall be the worfe received by 
you, I fhall not hefitate in announcing, that the doctrines which [ 
imbibed from my late preceptor, have been-ftrongly imprefled upon 
my mind, although I truft, they have not warped my judgment.’ 

Pyle, 

- Thus begins the converfation between Foot and Foot :—having 
the misfortune not to have roufed the intereft or indignation of one 
foiitary medical antagonift, he now ftarts a controverfy with him- 
felf. 

The fubjeéts of thefe dialogues are the old ftories abridged, of 
the difputes between Mr. Foot and himfelf, concerning Mr. Hun- 
ter’s doctrines and practice, in all of which the difputant Foot is 
ef courfe the victor. 

The author prefumes to direét the difpofition of Mr. Hunter's 
Collection, and to eftimate its utility and its value, without having 
ever feen it! !—Dr. Darwin is alfo brought under his difpleafure ; 
and we feel fome difficulty in reftraining our laughter at the info- 
lence and folly of fuch criticifm. 


A new and compendious Treatife of Anatomy, and Proportions of the 
Human Figure, adapted to the Arts of Defigning, Painting, and 
Sculpti:re, illuftrated with Copper-plates. Defigued principally for 
the Information of fuch Ladies as praétife the above Arts; and 
abfolutely neceffary to all Students, who wifh to acquire Corredne/s 
in the Outline of the Human Figure. By W. F. Wells. ato. &s. 
fewed. Wookham end Carpenter. 1796. 

Our great-grandmothers would have Jaid down their fpectacles, 
and been ftruck dumb with aftonifhment, at the title-page of this 
treatife : but the prolific licences of modern times create an incal- 
culable variety of mew: manners. The arts of defizning, painting, 
and fculpture, are become fafhionable points of education among 
ladies; and the work befgre us is addreffed efpecially to them.—- 
* To the fiudent who wifhes to acquire correétnefs in the outline 
of the human figure,’ the author ftates this treatife to be ‘ abfolute- 
lutely neceffary.’-—-We differ from him in appreciating the ufeand ne- 
ceffity of anatomical knowledge, for the perfons to whom he thinks it 
fo abfolutely neceflary. We believe (and not without fome knowledge 
for the’ foundation of our belief) that an acquaintance with ana- 
tomy affifts the draughtfman only in one way, and that is by direét- 
ing his attention more clofely and more correctly to all the feveral 
parts of a figure, and their various changes or ftates. In this re- 
{fpeét, the attention of the mind being more comprehenfively fixed, 
and the fenfes more perfeétly applied, a better view of an object 
may be obtained, than would be otherwife formed. « The common 
fuppofition, that the knowledge of anatomy teaches the painter to 
carry in his mind all the alterations of form which the different 
pats of the body undergo from the a¢tions of mufcles, is ane na 

; pear 
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means tre. The moft accurate anatomift, who is in the daily ha- 
bit of demonftrating the ftruéture of the human body, cannot ex- 
ert fuch a power, much lefs the {matterer; and we believe that all 
the moft accurate draughtfmen truft only to reprefentations of real 
nature placed before them. _ Anatomy is, however, a ufeful ftudy 
to the artift, in as far as it enlarges his conceptions of the nature of 
thofe changes exhibited in the human body during motion, and 
thereby direéts his eye more attentively to their various reprefenta- 
tions. ‘ 

The treatife is a neat quarto, confiffing of nineteen pages;.and 
fix plates of outlines, with fhaded figures of fkeletons and fuperfi- 
cial mufcles, dorie in imitation of chalk drawings. There are two 
of thefe plates containing the proportions of the face, head, and 
human figure generally. The execution of the whole work is mo- 
dernly neat, but not very accurate. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A Triplet of Inventions, confifiing of a Defeription of a No@urnal 
or Diurnal Telegraph; a Propofal for an Univerfal Chara&er ; 
and a Scheme for facilitating the Progre/s of Science, exemplified 
in the Ofteological Part of Anatomy. By Thomas Northmore, E/q. 
M.A. FLS.4. $v. 1s. Owen, 1794. : 


This little fketch proceeds from the pen of a gentleman well 
Known in the literary world, who, in his dedication to a friend, very 
juftly obferves, that the gems of many ufeful inventions lie dormant 
in the old Greek fcholia, and that the prefenting of them,to the 
public in a modern drefs would be a work of confiderable utility. 

To perform this tafk, we know of no perfon fo well calculated, 
both by abilities, fortune, and leifure, as our author: and we per- 
fuade ourfelves that, in his retirement in the country, be will execute 
it with great fatisfaction to himfelf and advantage to the public, 
without encroaching too much upon the time allotted to the duties 
of a magiftrate, or kind offices to his neighbours, In the publica- 
tion before us, is an account of a ufeful mode of difpofing four 
lamps to reprefent every character in the alphabet ; by which, infor- 
mation may be given in a clear night as well as by day: but the 
writer is not perhaps aware that his invention would difturb the reft 
of the lords of the admiralty ; and that the reafon given for not 
adopting noéturnal fignals, is their fuppofed inutility, from their 
lordfhips not being in the habit of holding their boards at night. 
The fervants of the public ought, indeed, to be ready by night as- 
well as by day; and noéturnal fignals may at times be as much 
wanted as diurnal ; but this frivolous objection will, we fear, be toa 
niuch for any powers of reafoning. Propofals fora univerfal cha- 
rater have been often made ; and the inveiligation leads to a better 
acquaintance with the principles of language: but the difficulty of 


gemembering mere numbers, to be fubftituted as marks for our 
ideas, 
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ideas, appears to u$ an infurmountable objection to the plan before 
us. On the propofal to facilitate the progrefs of fcience, by adopt- 
ing plain Englifh words inftead of fantaftical Greek or Latin 
ones, we agree entirely with our author, Forehead bone founds 
as well in converfation as os frontis, check bones as offa malarum, 
grinders as molares, hip bones as offa innominata; and, befides the 
advantage gained by making converfation intelligible to a whole 
company, we {hall be faved the mortification of hearing the Latin 
and Greek languages tortured by an half-educated furgeon or phy- 
fician. 

The Ghoft, by Felix Phantom. Part Firf. 25 Numbers, 2d. each. 

Small Folio, Mudie, Edinburgh. 1796. 

Although it is not our ufual practice to notice periodical works 
before they are completed,—yet as the authors of the Ghoft have 
taken the trouble to fend us this copy, we fhall tell them frankly, 
that, upon the whole of the evidence before us, we are not difpofed 
to think highly of the undertaking. Moft of the papers are of a 
very flimfy texture,—the wit very thinly fcattered, and the fentiments 
trite and common. They may, however, improve in their pro- 
grefs, and would certainly be better adapted to general ufe, if the 
authors avoided alluftons to living charafters, and petty difputes with 
rivals or enemies, which are of no confequence to the public, and 
not even a fource of amufement. The criticifm on the tragedy of 
Douglas is one of the beft articles; and it has the merit of being 
original in its defign. Until very lately, any reflections upon that 
play would have been a dangerous herefy in the metropolis of 


Scotland. 
The Art of growing Rich, §ve. 1s. Evans. 1796. 


Who would not grow rich? and who is there fo careful of his 
money as not to lay out a fhilling for a book which teaches him 
the way to wealth? The writer glances. at the dirty roads, fuch as 
thofe of lawyers pleading for a bad caufe, members of the legifla- 
ture voting for bribes, phyficians duping their patients, divines fub- 
fcribing articles which they do not believe,—and then exhorts his 
readers to prefer the clean ones of frugality and induftry, and to 
keep the ftraight path, when the poft points on the right and left to 
avarice and prodigality. ‘The character of Firmin, well acquainted 
with the art recommended by the writer, concludes the work, 
which we hope will go fome way towards enriching the author, 
who is probably better acquainted with the theory than the practice 
of his art. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Trinity College, Dublin, 20th September, 1796. 





GENTLEMEN, 
ON my return hither from the counrry this day, ! received your Review for’ 


Heh month, aud hope you will excufe the liberty I ttke in pointing out afew 
nilquos 
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mifquotations in your criticifm on my Effay on the Biblical Hebrew, which, I 
am perfuaded, have arifen from inadvertency, and which, I truft, you will be 
geod enough to acknowledge in your next number. 

In page 438 you afk, * How § is like an ox ? or if like an ox, like a captain 
or feader? but furely I did not fay it had fuch a refemblance; my words are 
(p. 85) * & alepd figuifies an ox, to the head and horns of which it has fome 
fimilitude : nd as it alfo fignifies a captain or leader, it is aptly placed at the 
head of the a'phabet.’ 

Yuu proceed and afk, ‘ But admitting thefe refemblances to be ever fo per~ 
fect, what affinity can there be between the figure and the found?” certainly 
I did nct fay there was an affinity, but that the letters have a refemblanee to 
the things fignified by the names; and added, that, ‘If the refemblance in the 
partial reprefentation of animals, for inftance, had been more ftriking, it would 
probably be too picturefque for ufe, and too hieroglyphical for the daw, which 
forbad a!l fuch images, or likenefles of things, as might lead to idolatry 
(?. 92).” What is there in this fo chimerical as what you yuurfelves have faid of 
the a eph of the Pheenicians? 

Permit me to advert to a few other paflages, and firft, to the ‘ fkip, as you 
are pleafed to call it, (p. 433) from hieroglyphics to elementary foands, which 
you fay I reyard as fo eafy.’ Here you feem to me to allude to my quotation 
from Doctor Warburton (p. 84): but, if you will pleafe to look into page 82, 
you will find I have taken notice of a gradation in the different fpecies of 
bicroglyphic fimilitudes, previous to the invention of letters. 

In difcufling the ct:ims of different nations, you fay, (p. 437) ‘the Egyp- 
t'ans are fuppofed by me to have obtained the knowledge of letters from the 
trade they car: ied on withTyre and Sidon, it being evident trom the bible hiftory 
that the Egyptians were poflefied of Jetters before either of thefe cities were 
founded.’ Whether they were or not, I have not taken upon me to determine; 
I have only remarked Lypothetically (p. 77) that, ‘ if wwe attend to commercial confen 
derations, the Phenicians wi!l appear to have the beft c'aim, as they were the 
firft and greateft commercial nation of antiquity; it is therefore probable they 
communicated letters to the Egyptians and other nations, whe traded to tlie 
celebrated ports of Tyre and Sidon.’ 

You have alfo faid, with refpe@ to the origin of Jetters, that, ‘I confider 
them as coeval with Adam,’ whereas I have only cited this a: the opinion of 
Walton and other learned writers (p. 80), without venruring to aflign myfeif 
any precife date or zra of their origin; but having noticed the opinion of 
Plato and Tully, with refpe to their divine original (in which I am glad to 
find you concur), I have faid, thut, ‘ if any alphabet now exift-ng could pre~ 
tend to fuch an original, the Hebrew will appear tu have the belt tite to it ;” 
and I have given my reafons,.p, 84, &c. : 

Thefe few remarks I thought it neceflary in my own juftification to fend 
you. With refpeét to ‘ your difficulties or exceptions,’ on a few other puin's, 
I fhall not troub'e you with any—efpe ially as you have povitely affured me, 
that you ‘have been influenced by no motive bee concern for the truth ;° to 
this I readily affent, and confider myfelf much obliged by the flattering mane 
ner in which you have expredied you {elves on many parts of my publication. 

1 have che honour tv be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient feryvant, 
GERALD FITZGERALD. 





Whether inadvertency be chargeable on ourfelves or the doflor, we leave 
our readers to determine; but had Dr. Fitzgerald written hs 1 tier in cfs 
hafte, we think mifquotations would not have been imputed to us, where we 
had not quoted at all. 

In the firft inflance, our queftions proceeded from the do@rine in p.84, ‘ that 
the Hebrew a'phabet had the bcft title to a div.ne origin, from the beaut: al 
ftructure of irs letters, each denoting fome figure to which it bea s an aia 
logy or refembiance; whence they may be defined contraéted dlinrations of the 
objedts which they fignify.’ Surely, here was greund fuflici.nt for the quettions, 
* How is & lire an ox? or, if lke an ox, line a ¢.ptain or leader?” Shoult the 
dofor aifwer, that the fimi'itude to the ox ccmiits ina pa ticl resem ance 
vf 
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ef ure, and to the captain or leader in analogy of place,—it is obvious to réply, 
that though the former fignification correfpond to the definition (part being 
put for the whole), the latter is not only void of all fuch refemblance, but, in 
this fecondary fenie, of all claim te a divine or gin, from the beauty of its 
ftructure; fince, as the firft lettér of the Hebrew alphabet, its pretenfions are 
no better than the firft letter of any other: nor, perhaps, equal to the Chrift- 
crofs at the head of the horn-book. 

The propriety of our afking, in the next inftance, what affinity can there 
be, between the fiyu'e of a letter, and the found? is pertineat, we think, to 
the dector’s admiflion ‘that the elementary founds of letters were pr-or to 
their forms;’ which if fo, the divine origin of letters fhould have been de- 
duced from the fignificance of found of each (as a Ip M3)» rather than 
from a likene[s deftitute of refemblance. For, that fuch is the likenefs the docter 
infilts on, is evident from what follows: —“ if the refemblance in this partial 
r-prefentation of animals had been more ftriking, it would, probably, be too 
picturefque for uf, and too hieroglyphical fur the /aw, which forbad all fuch 
images or likenetfes of things as might lead to idolatry,’ p. gz. Hence thea 
the execration in Tom Thumb— 

‘ Curs’d be the man that firft a file made, 
And sken'd things that are aot tke at all’— 
fhould. in future, be reverfed. 

But Dr. Fitzgerald afks : ‘ What is there in this fo chimerical, as what you your- 
felves have faid of the aleph of the Phenicians?? With chimeras we have no 
concern. Whoever will look at fig. 2. pl. 49. tom. i. of Monumens Egyp- 
tens, may there fee the Pheenician aleph fo reprefented, as fully to juitity 
ali we have faid of its fgure; and as to its mame, we think Dr. Fitzgerald can 


have nothing to object to its derivation from Lol! copulavit; whence AON 


figuifies @ conjunétion of corre{pondent organs. 
In refpect to the fkip from hieroglyphics to elementary founds, we are re- 
* ferred to the gradation of hierogiyphic fimilitudes in p. 92. It was what there 
occurred that fuggefted our remark. However eafy the tvanfition may be from 
a more to a kf complex fpecies of picture-writing, which either delineates or 
fymbolifes objects; between fuch and the reprefentation by forms of fingle 
elementary-f2unds, there is not, that we can perceive, the flighteft trace of gra- 
dation; but the tranfition is a fkip that we canuct follow. 

In faying that Dr. Fitzgerald fuppofed the Egyptians to have obtained the 
knowledge of letters from the trade they carried on with Tyre and Sidon, we 
thought, and ftill think, ourfelves fully warranted. The doctor obferves—‘ I 
only rema:ked;’ and he now adds, * byfothetically.’ that * if we attend to com- 
mercial confiderations,’ the Pheenicians will appear to have the beft claim : as they 
were the firit and greateft commercial nation of antiquity, it istherefure probable 
that they communicated letters to the Egyptians and other nations who traded 
to the celebrated ports of Tyre and Sidon.’ Now, if this be not, in the judgment 
of every one, the doctor excepted, enough to juftify our expreflion, we fin- 
cerely crave his pardon; but we could not fuppcfe that the ductor would haye 
alleged commercial confiderations as the ground of an argument that involved 
a conclufion in oppofition to fact. 

Dr. Fitzgerald further reprehends us for having charged him with confider- 
ing the orizin of letters as coeval with Adam, ‘ whereas (he adds) I have only 
cited zhis as the op'nion of Walton and other learned writers (p. 80), without 
ventuiing to aflign myfelf any precife date or xra of their origin.’ If, how- 
ever, we have done this upon infuflicient ground, the doctor himfelf fha'l de- 
cide; for, after an elaborate citation of authorities from Walton and others, 
to prove the poiat ia quettion, he fubjoins—* what thefe old characters were, 
(viz. that Scth learned irom Adam, &c.) is a queftion that may beft be deter- 

“mined by recurring to the fir formation of chmentary characters in general, 
aud of the Hebrew alpbadet in particular.’ From this, and more that follows, we 
held ourfelves juftified in fuppofing the doctor in agreement with the authors 
he had cited ; and though we be cenfured by him for having drawn this infe- 
rence, ‘t is obv ous from his letter that he has not renounced it. 

Taking our leave af Dr. Fitzgerald, we folemn!y aflure him, that we fhou'd 
have heen glad, if, confiftently with cur duty, we could have fpoken of his 
book with unrefer ved com mencativg. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


DoGrina Numorum Veterum confcripta a Fofepho Eckhel Theo 
fauro Cafarco Numorum, Gemmarumque Veterum, et Rei 
i uarize in Univerfitate Vindobonenfi docende prafeéto. 
Pars. I. de Numis Urbium, Populorum, Regum. Volumen 
IT. continens reliquas Europe Regiones cum Parte Aiea Mir 
noris. 4to. Vindobone. 1794. Imported by Edwards. 


"THE particular account which was fubmitted to our read- 
ers in a former Appendix, of the firft volume of this 
elaborate work, has; we doubt not, excited, in thofe who are 
ftudious of antiquity, a defire to fee it continued. Referring, 
therefore, to p. 497 of the VIIIth volume of our New Ar- 
rangement, for the outline of abbé Eckhel’s plan, prolego- 
mena, and retrofpect, on the coins of Spain, Gaul, Britain, 
Germany, and Italy, with its iflands,—we here refume our 
courfe, and, as the countries fubjoined are the objects of his 
refearch, point out in our progrefs thofe views that princi- 
pally catch our attention; premifing, however, that though 
they may fugyeft fome cafual notions of the work, thefe muft 
be fuch as will be very inadequate to its merits. 
_ The countries in order are: Cherfonefus Taurica—Sarma- 
tia Europra—Dacia— Mecefia fuperior—Moefia inferior— 
Thracia—CherfonefusThracia—Pxonia—M acedonia—T hef- 
falia — Liburnia — Dalmatia — Illyricum —Epirus —Corcyra 
inf.—Acarnania— AEtolia — Locris—Phocis—Bceotia—Attica 
—Peloponnefus—Achaia—Elis — Cephallenia inf—Meffenia 
—Laconia—Argolis—Arcadia—Creta inf,—-Eubcca inf,—In- 
App. Voi. XVIII: New ARR. L] ful 
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‘fule A¢geei minores Europee—Bofporus Cimmerius— Pontus 
~~ Paphlegonia— Bithynia— Myfia— Troas— Molis— Lefbus 
inf.—ionia—Caria. 

Of each region a geographical fummary is given, and the 
departments or cities fignalifed in it, enumerated, with their 
ref{pective coirs, according to alphabetical order, and their 
proper difcriminations.. ‘I’hus, after noticing thofe of Hera- 
' clea Cherfone/us, the medalift is cautioned againtt confounding 
thefe ‘with thofe of Cher/anefus Creticas a diftinétion firft 

made by M. Pellerin. Under 4/mum, in Meefia Superior, a 
aie. in the mufeum of Hunter, with AAMONI, which 
Dr. Combe refers thither, abbé Eckhel hefitates to ad- 
mit; that country not having been inhabited by Greeks, 
and the device of a fhip, as well as the fabric of the coin, 
better correfponding with fome one of the Archipelagan 
iflands. Vimnacium has a long inveftigation to fettle its epo- 
cha, and that of Dacia infcribed on its coins, An infcription 
on thofe of Marcianopolis and Nicopelis gives occafion to 
expatiate on the office of ayeuwy, though not to the extent we ~ 
had hoped ; for the precife fignifications of siyeuev and iiyeuo- 
vevw in the gofpel of Luke have not been as yet afcertained. 
Refpecting the coins of Abdera, a diftin€@tion marked byabbé 
Neumann is adopted ; viz. that thofe which exhibit a gf#phon 
looking weftward, ate Zeian, but eaftward, of dbdera. To 
this, however, we cannot but except; for fig. vill. «nd ix. t. I. 
of Hunter, evirice the diitin€@lion to be unfounded, as the 
gryphons, on thofe coins of Abdera, look both wa A deci- 
five obfervation is made to afcertain the coins of 9 Trajanopo- 
lis in Thrace, from thofe of the city in Phrygia fo called; the 
magiftrates on the former being [tyled iyeuoves, and on. the 
latter apyorles. Many important remarks occur on the kings 
of Macedonia, and a difquifition on the Philippi referred to 
by Horace : 


Gratus Alexandro regi magno fuit ille 
Cheerilus, incultis qui veriibus et male natis 
Rettulit acceptos, regale numiima, Pxivipros, 


In treating, neverthelefs, of the coins of Alexander, though the 
learned abbé has again gone over the numerous clafs with 
the head of Hercules on one fide and the Zeus Nicephorus.on 
the other, the main points of the fubje& are ftill left in dark- 
nefs. Nor can we think him more fortunate as to the coing 
with thefe devices afcribed to Ack, in which, though he 
profefles to follow Barthelemy and Pellerin, he exprefles the 
latter Pheenician character differently, they making it a Caph 
“, and he a Koph D ; which we recollect he before did in his 
Numi Feteres. If here be any one coin with a Pheenician 
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infcription, apparently belonging to AcE, it is neither of 
thofe with the characters Barthelemy, Pellerin, and this 
author fuppofe ; but that given by Mr. Dutens at the head of 
his Preface, the firft letter on which is unqueftionably x, 
Aleph, whilft, on the other coins, the firft letter is as indif- 
putably y, Oin; but, as the purfuit of this fubject would 
lead us too far, we will only add (with a doubt, however, 
whether the fecond letter on Mr. Dutens’ coin be 4, Caph) 
that the fecond upon the reft is indifputably a, Re/ch; ‘for 
which we appeal to Mr. Dutens’ alphabet, and the authorities 
collected in a MS. work, which is fhortly defigned for the 
prefs.—The Phenician numerals on thefe coins, though re- 
quiring elucidation, are altogether pafied over in filence ; 
thofe, however, in Greek, of the different cities, are well 
explained ; and upon the coins of Alexander, after his death, 
we meet with many judicious remarks. 

The figure hitherto fuppofed to have been intended for 
Viaory, on a coin of Demetrius the Firft, is proved, on claf- 
fical grounds, to be Fame. Illuftrative of other devices, a 
difquifition occurs on Pan, the Cau/ia, and the Orci galea of 
Perfeus,—which laft, if fifted to the bottom, will be found, 
perhaps, nothing other than a fymbol of the nocturnal! he- 
mifphere. 

Going through Theffaly, on the coins of Demetrias Sacra, a 
differtation is inferted, in which the author and Dr. Combe 
materially differ. Under Phere, the fubftance of what the 
abbé had before detailed in his Numi Veteres, is repeated. It 
will not, on this head, be impertinent to remark that it is 
fhewn, in the MS. before referred to, where water is repre- 
fented (as on this coin of Phere, thofe of Himera, &c.) pro- 
ceeding from the jaws of a lion, an hot {pring was intended. 
From coins of Acarnania, the figure of Acheloiis is afcertain- 
ed, in contradiftin€tion to that of the Minotaur, with which 
it hath been often confounded. ‘The coins of Thebes in 
Beeotia, exhibiting a fhield charged with a club, give room for 
a difquifition concerning the intcribed fhields of the Thebans. 

The remarks of abbé Eckhel on the coins of Attica are 
folid and judicious: but the fubje& is far from being exhauft- 
ed. Upon thofe of Achaia, many pertinent illuftrations are 
found ; particularly in the chapters that relate to the ©, on 
the coins of Corinth and Syracufe. 

In reference to the coins of Elis, Mr. Knight’s obfervations 
on FAZION are cited, but erroneoufly (from an equivocal 
expreilion in Englifh) attributed by the abbé to Richard 
Payne ; the additional name of Knight being taken for a title 
of honour. On the coins of Ithaca, the cock, from his 
promptitude to fight, is. confidered as an attribute of Mi- 
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nerva. Laconia, from one of its coins, brings up the difpiité 
between Mr. Dutens and the abbé le Blond, which abbé 
Eckhel decides in favour of the former. The coins of Ar 
cadia and Crete are accompanied with obfervations that high- 
ly deferve to be noticed. 

Terminating his European refearches at the Aegean Iflandsy 
the author recommences his progrefs from the Cimmerian 
Bofporus. Under Pontus, a recapitulation is given of what 
had been advanced, in the Numi Veteres, concerning the de- 
collation of Medufa by Perfeus: which is followed by a reply 
to what Pellerin had anfwered, in his Additions aux Recueils 
des Médailles. The zra of Amafia, after an accurate inqui- 
ty, is determined to the year of Rome 747,—that of Ami/us 
to 722,—the wera of Comana to 791-2;—and of Neoce/area, to 
$16. 

The coins of the kings of Pontus and the Cimmerian 
Bofporus are preceded by a judicious digeft of their hiftory, 
from the writings of De Boze, Vaillant, Souciet, Cary, and 
Khevenhiller, and the epoch of the Bofporus fixed to the 
year of Rome 457, before Chrift 297. 

The different epochs of Sinope, in Paphlagonias are exa- 
mined at length, and adjufted with precifion ; as is that likewile 
of Bithynia. In the accounts of the kings of Bithynia, a 
curious digreflion is inferted, to afcertain the wives of either 
Prufias. 

A coin of Ephefus, the device of which reprefents Jupiter 
diffufing rain on the bofom of the earth, is well illuftrated 
by citations from the poets, to which we will add the defcrip 
tion of MILTON, as no wife inferior to the reft : 


he, in delight 

Both of her beauty and fubmiffive charms, 
Smil’d with fuperior love; as Jupiter 

On Juno fmiles, when he impregns the clouds, 
That fhed May-flow’rs. 


Under Smyrna, the coins in honour of phyficians, and of 
Homer, are particularly defcanted on; and mifcellaneous ob- 
fervations are annexed on magiltracies, officers, titles, &c. 
to illuftrate particular infcriptions. @KAPA, on the coins of 
Tripolis, in Caria, is confidered at fome length ; and the refult 
of the refearch is clofed by fuppofing it the abbreviation of 
€ XAPAxace, or EXAPAaige, from xapanow, or xapaxitw, vallum 
circumds ; fo that the whole infcription, @GOAQPOC. B. 
@XAPA. TPINOAIN, fignifies, Theodorus, the fecond time ma- 
giftrate, /urrounded Tripolis with a rampart. Juit as, on the 
Ancyran marble, a perfon is celebrated for: having completed 


and confecrated the walls of Ancyra; SYNILAHPQLANTOS. 
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K, A®IEPQXTANTOS. THI. MHTPOTNOA. TO. TEIXOD.~ 
However, as the termination iw is frequentative, we prefer 
exapaxwot, in the foregoing infcription. 


Doéirina Numarum Veterum, &c. Pars. I. Vol. IIT. Cone 
tinens reliquam Afiam Minorem, et Regiones deinceps in Ortum 


fitas. 17994. 


The fubje&ts which occupy this volume, are Lycia—Pam- 
ee ee ee eee 
—Phrygia—Galatia— Cappadocia— Armenia—Syriz reges— 
Commagene—Cyrrheftica—Chalcidene — Palmyrene — Seleu- 
Cis et Pieria—Cerlefyria_—‘Trachonitis, Iturea—Decapolis— 
Phoenice—Galilaa—Samaritis— Judxa—Arabia— Mefopota- 
mia—Parthia—Perfia—Bactriana. 

AY. on a coin with the head of Nerva, having for its reverfe 
two lyres and an owl ftanding upon them, infcribed TMATOY, 
TPITOY. abbé Eckhel refers to Lycia, in oppofition to Vail- 
Jant, who attributes others fimilar to Lyttus, of Crete. The 
numerical characters on the coins of Pamphylia, Pifidia, and 
Cilicia, are noticed, and the lift of them, given by abbé Bel- 
ley, augmented. Of fome of the coins referred to under the 
article Side, we hope foon to fee a better account. “The obs 
fervations on thofe of Selge are worthy of remark. The 
epoch of Iconium is fixed to the interim of the years of Rome 
228 and 247. Ona coin of Atge, an apparent overfight of 
Dr. Combe is corrected, he having read AIMEAIQN for 
AITEAIQN : the epoch of this city is determined to the year 
of Rome 707. In difcufling various dates on the coins of 
Anazarbus, two epochs are afcertained from them, the one 
referring to the year of Rome 773, and the other to 735. 
From the device on a coin of Corycus, the devotion of the 
Corycians to Mercury is inferred, and fupported not only by 
the term Kweumwra in an Orphic hymn, but by the following 
epigram of Archias ; 


e - 

Epun, Kwpuxtay voiwy ror, @ ava, xalcors, 
e e 
Epun, xat Avtn mposyedacais ooin. 


On acoin of Nagidus, the abbé takes occafion to correét 
Strabo, who has Ayidos ; and himfelf, formerly fuppofing the 
figure of Jupiter to have been Bacchus. Under Paphus, evi- 
dence is adduced to fhow that Venus was there fymbolifed by 
a pyramid, of which there were three before her temple, the 
two lower on either fide of the third, reprefenting two Parce. 
A curious coin of Dicshieron, exhibiting the name of Corbulo, 
gives {cope to various refearch. In‘ illuftration of a coin of 
Hyrcania, Eyripides is cited, who defcribes Ceres as aided by 
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Pallas in the fearch of her daughter: & 0 eyxes Topyw mavomnas : 
and Claudian, who more appofitely illuftrates the device. 
The remarks on the coins of Sardes are well worthy of no- 
tice. On the celebrated Apamean medal, a long differtation 
is introduced ; and we fincerely congratulate Mr. BRYANT, 
-on having for his fupporter the firft medalift of Europe ; who 
thus concludes his difquifition: § Hee liberalius difputaffe 
nequaquam indignum vifum, quod horum argumentum nu- 
‘morum ex precipuis unum eft, cui explicando crifis numif- 
matica utiliter immoretur.’ 

Sebafie in Galatia affords much matter of curious inveftiga- 
tion, as do the coins of the kings of Galatia. Thofe of Czx- 
farea in Cappadocia, and Caftabala, are happily illuftrated, 
as is the hiftory of the kings of Cappadocia and Armenia. 
Of the coins of the kings of Syria, a fele€tion is made, with 
hiftorical notices pertinent to them. Under the coins of 
Palmyra, a doubt is exprefled, whether the two publifhed by 
Woide, from Hunter’s colle€tion, in the fixth volume of the 
Archzologia, were of that city, but without affigning the rea- 
fon. The coin in the fame mufeum, and deemed an unique, 
of Timelaus, fon of Zenobia, is altogether overlooked : per- 
haps abbé Eckhel never faw Mr. Pinderton’s work, where 
alone it is publithed. 

The different zras of Antioch give occafion to a very ac- 
curate and important inquiry, in which the errors of former 
writers are corrected: indeed, all that occurs under Seleucis 
Pieria, is highly deferving attention. The like may be ob- 
ferved of Cale Syria; Trachonitis, Iturea; and Decapolis; 
through which we arrive at Phenice. ‘As every part of Phe- 
nicia is remarkable for its coins, this fection is, in confequence, 
of confiderable extent; and we are forry to add, both of it 
and Judza, the leatt’ perfeét parts of the work.—Under Be- 
rytus, the abbé places a coin of Antiochus IV. which Barthe- 
lemy and Pellerin had rightly affigned to Laodicea, the Phee- 
nician infcription unqueftionably being }¥IDA ON x37495, 
of Laosdicea, a mother in Canaan. ‘The abbé’s three reafons 
for his decifion appear to be moft extraordinary: 1. becaufe, 
the figure of Neptune on the reverfe, is reprefented in fuch 
a manner as is never vifible but on the coins of Berytus.— 


2. Becaufe the characters AA®, in the area, are only to be 
found on the coins of Berytus.—3. Becaufe it js certain that 
Berytus fometimes ufed a Phoenician infcription, as is evident 
from fig. 8, plate Ixxxi. of Pellerin; and it is not clear that 
that coin was of Laodicea.—Now, of thefe reafons, the firlt 
takes for granted the very point to be proved, as the infcription 
upon this.and other coins of the fame king, and alfo of De- 
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° 
metrius the Second (Nicator) having - inftead of AA®, de- 


cidedly fhows. Befides, that no one inftance is cited of the 
like figure of Neptune on any coin of Berytus. 2. A fimilar 
afflumption is contained in the fecond argument, inafmuch as 
no explanation is offered to demonftrate that the Greek cha- 
radters, noticed on the reverfe, were more appropriate to Be- 
rytus than to Laodiceas nor, in faét, is there an example of 
their occurrence on a coin of Berytus ; for, on thofe of that 
city, the O over @ is omitted. As to the 3d reafon, if it prove 
aught, it will prove too much, unlefs it can be fhown that the 
Phoenician characters on the coin of Berytus exprefs the name 
of that city, becaufe various other coins, as of Tyre and 
Sidon, exiit with their names in Phoenician upon them.—The 
infcription on the coin, fig. 8. tab. Ixxxi. Pellerin, to which 
abbée Eckhel refers, no one has yet offered to explain. In 
Hebrew characters, it is 1) my, and fignifies literally zo the 
guide of the course, which the device in conne€tion clearly con- 
firms, it reprefenting the city perfonified ftanding on the prow 
of a galley, and holding aloft an acroftolium to the fun. 
Subjoined to the coins of Tyre, is a diflertation upon thofe 
with Phoenician infcriptions. In this the abbé has digetted 
what has hitherto appeared on the fubject, but omitting to add 
aught of his own. With much of what he had adduced, he 
appears to have been diilatisied ; and, we think, not unjuitly. 
As to Ace or Aco, after having cited, without obferving on his 
own mode of reading the name, viz. PY, that cf Barthe- 
lemy, DY, he does not overlook the DN of Dutens, but at 
the fame time points at the indecifion of writers in refpect to 
the firft letter, indifcriminately taken both for Y Ou, and 
for & Zleph. A fecond diflertation follows on the Cilico-Pheni- 
cian coins: but on thefe he is not more fatisfactory than be- 
fore ; and the fame remark will apply to the third and fourth, 
which relate .to the Numidian and Spani/i-Phenician. It is 
prefumed, however, that more light wil] be thrown upon the 
laft, when BAYER’s inveltigations fail make their appear- 
ance. Under Galile@a and Samaritis, the author returns to 
medals with Greek inlcriptions, on whicy he alwa ays is feen to 

’ till he 
comes to thofe figned with the names of i its princes, sy where, by 
implicitly following Bayer, and not having recourie to Rafche, 
he hath overlooked the inilances in which Bayer is corrected. 
The chapter concerning ihe charadéiers on the Hebrew coins 
prefents a concife view of. the fubject ; as does that concerning 
their gertunene/s, {tritures on aan. whieh ‘Tychien will 
not ealily forget. Following Bayer an FOOD through 
this feries, the fubject is left to ethers for further clucida- 
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tion: that, however, may be looked for both from gbdate 
Fasricij, who is about publifhing cardinal Borgia’s coins of 
this clafs, and a countryman of our own, who has been long 
engaged on the fubject. This divifion of the princes of Ju- 
dza is clofed with the coins of the Herods, which are illuf- 
trate’ by a very valuable difcuffion. Having paffed through 
Arabia and Mefopotamia, the vo!ume concludes with the coins 
of the kings of Parthia and Perfia. 


Doéirina Numorum Veterum, &c. Pars Ff. Vol. WV. conti- 
nens AEgyptum, et Regiones Africae deinceps in Occafum fitas— 
Obfervata Generalia ad Partem I. hujus Operis et Indices in 
Partem I. 1794. 


This volume, which completes the firft part of the work, 
augments the value of the reft ; for, after having gone through 
the countries that remained, it prefents fuch genera/ obferva- 
tions as apply to the whole, under heads not only of import- 
ance to the ftudy of coins, but equally ufeful to the know- 
ledge of the ancients. 

he coins of cities, peoples, and kings, that were left un- 
confidered, are thofe of—A®gypt, diflinguifhed as coins of 
Alexandreia and the A®gyptian nomes—-Marmarica— Cyre- 
naica—Syrtica ~Byzacene —Zeugitana—Numidia— Maurita- 
nia—Uneertain coins of peoples and cities—Coins of uncer- 
tain kings—Coins of barbarians—and coins barbaroufly imi- 
tated by them. 

Under the common denomination of A gypz, after having 
difclaimed all the money that exifted prior to the Perfian go- 
vernment, and the picces found under the tongues of mum- 
mies, as foreign to his fubject, he begins with in{tancing the 
firft example of a coinage in this country (recorded by Hero- 
dotus), in the inftance of Aryandes, the governor under Cam- 
byfes, whom Darius, his fucceffor, put to death for having 
arrogated to himfe!f this fun€tion of fovereignty : whence it is 
judicioufly inferred that, at this time, the money in AEgypt 
was Perfian. Having anfwered the objections to this conclu- 
fion, he fixes the origin of the coins properly A:gyprian, to 
the reign of Ptolemy, and their end at the overthrow of Cleo- 
patra in the battle of A€lium. Hence the coins of Agypt 
are confidered under three divifions : 1. thofe of its native 
kings: 2. of the Roman emperors: and 3. of the A gyptian 
nomes. 

Marmarica, the next diftri€t, has only two comms referable 
to it with any degree of certainty; for that of Fauftina the 
elder, with AMMQN, exhibits nothing appropriate to 4m- 
monia : noris it to be admitted that the other, with a dolphin 
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on the faqe, and the reverfe a trident, infcription ITE-PA, thould 
be affigned to Petra. ‘The two, one having a frog, the other 
an ox, and therefore afcribed by Pellerin to 4pis and Batra- 
chus, though left by abbé Eckhel in doubt, we have no {cruple 
to aflign to Aigypt; and more efpecially the latter, fince the 
Ibis on the reverfe relates immediately to the Nile. 

The coins of Cyrenaica are diftinguifhed, as of Cyreney 
whilfi free—fubject to the kings of Egypt—and to the empe- 
rors of Rome. ‘The celebrity of this diftriét for its antiquity, 
natural productions, wealth, and arts, gives occafion to curious 
refearch. 

Pafling over the fhort fections of Syrtica and Byzacene—not 
however from their being unworthy of notice—we come to 
Zeugitana, in which Carthage occurs as the firlt city ot im- 
portance. Here abbé Eckhel furprifes us by maintaining that 
the Carthaginians, whillt free, employed not coins for the me- 
dia of their commerce, but gold, filver, and brafs: an infe- 
rence which he draws from the pofition, that, if coined money 
had been ufed amongft them, a ftate fo opulent and powerful 
muft have left fome certain ftandard of proportion, device, 
form, and weight, by which their coins might be known, as 
well as thofe of the Romans, Athenians, and others. In con- 
firmation of this, he fubjoins that the ancient writers who 
have recorded both captures of Carthage by the Scipios, men- 
tion the filver brought thence in plunder fimply by weight ; 
whilft, in refpe€t to the plunder of Spain, Macedonia, and 
Afia, Livy and others fpecify the filver coined, as well as in 
mafs. In vain to this fhould we oppofe the evidence of the 
Columna Roftrata (aurOM. CAPTOM. NVMEI, &c. argen- 
TOM. CAPTOM. PRAEDA NVMEI, &c. CAPTOM, 
AES. &c.) for—though the exprefs fums in coins of gold, 
filver, and brafs, which C. Duilius took from the Carthagi- 
nians in the firft fea-fight, are particularifed upon it, —abbé 
Eckhel would add that this was not money ftricken at Car- 
thage, but carried from the cities of Sicily, and, in part, Pu- 
vic-Sicilian, now ftyled of Panormus. Yet, admitting this, 
does it follow, that, becaufe the weight of the filver.taken by 
the Scipios is mentioned in the grofs, no part of that filver 
avas coined? or, becaufe different writers at diltant periods 
had fpecified the diftinét fums of coined money which other 
nations had been plundered of, no coined money could have 
exifted at Carthage ? When the extenfive commerce of Car- 
thage is confidered, and the utility of coined money for the 
purpofes of trade,—when it is known that Tyre, from which 
Carthage was founded, had coins of her own under the em- 
pire of the Perfians, and that many ftill remain of her colo- 
nies in Sicily,—it feems little lefs than a folecifm to imagine 
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fhe herfelf fhould have been deftitute of coinage, pgior to her 
capture by the Romans.—What is faid in the Eryxths, of her 
moncy being /eather, the abbé on that authority rejects, rea- 
dily admitting that dialogue to be fpurious Ariftides is how- 
ever.cited by him in fupport of the fat, which probably had 
its origin in the Bugca, or bull’s-hide of Dido. (See Hen- 
dreich’s Carthago, p. 23.)—It remains, after all, to be deter- 
mined, whether fome of thofe coins attributed to the Punic 
cities in Sicily were not properly of Carthage; and if the 
Phoenician characters upon them be not explicitly in point. 
The fcarcity, or abolition even, of the Carthaginian money, 
and confequently the different phiafeology of the hiftorians, 
on which the abbé hath laid fo much ftrefs, may be rationally 
explained from the delenda eff Carthago of Cato; every record, 
book, and memorial, of that city, having been utterly demo- 
lifhed: a fate very different from thofe of Spain, Macedonia, 
or the conquefts in Afia. The coined money of Carthage 
could have been of no value to the Romans, otherwife than as 
metal, and therefore was rated by weight; but if what Florus 
relates were true, moft of it was melted by the Carthaginians 
themfelves,—‘ in armorum officinis aurem et argentum pro 
zere ferroque conflatum eft :'—yet, had it been otherwife, the 
feventeen days’ conflagration of the city (the inhabitants of 
which had fet fre to their houfes and temples, to refcue them 
from being plundered by the Romans) would fufficiently ac- 
count for its being deflroyed.—Other articles in this fection 
merit regard. 

Under the kings of Numidia and Mauritania, though but 
little occurs that is new, there are many {trictures interfperfed, 
of importance ; and the fame may be remarked on the fections 
that remain. 

Of the General Obfervations, which occupy two thirds of 
the volume, we can barely recapitulate the titles. Cuap. I. 
fiyled De magifiratibus et titulis honorificis, comprehends ma- 
gifiratus domeftict, atid, under thefe, treats in Sed?. 7. De or- 
dinbus civitatum—De archontibus, pretoribus, fcribis—De 
ephoris—De prytanibus—De queftoribus — De pontificibus— 
De Afiarcha—De ftephanephoris—De panegyriarchis, ago- 
nothetis, gymnafiarchis—De theologo—De hicromnemone—- 
De Amphictyonibus—De curatoribus—De fophittis. 

Sed. II. Magifiratus Romani. De ordinibus Romanorum 
-—De confulibus—De proconfulibus, proprxtoribus, legatis, 
prelidibus—De queitoribus, proquzitoribus, quettoribus pro- 
cof. queftoribus propr.-—De procuratoribus—De pontifice, 
Viiviro epulonum—De parentibus, patronis. 

Cuap. IL. De magifiratu eponymo, CHar. Ill. De urbibus 
entonomisy liberis, immunibus, Cuar. 1V,.De urdibus amicis 
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et federatis. Cuar. V. De urbibus metropolibus. CHar. VI, 
De urbibus primis. Cuar. VII. De populis et urbibus neocoris. 
Cuap. VIII. De urbibus facris, et afyli jure gaudentibus. 
Cuap. IX. De urbibus navarchidibus. 

Cuap. X. De mentione fitus et magnitudinis,—a regionibus, 
populis, urbibus—a montibus—a luco—ab ava et xata—a mari 
—a fluviis et fontibus—a magnitudine. 

Cuap. XI. De urbium variis nominibus. Cuar. XII. De 
urbibus originem fuam, aut communicatam cum aliis civitatem, 
profefis. Cuap. XIII. De urbibus imperatorum nomina fibi 
addentibus. Cuap. XIV. De reliquis urbium epithetis. 

Cuap. XV. De concordia. Concordia generatim fumpta— 
Concordia inter Auguitos—Concordia exterorum cum Roma- 
nis—Concordia civitatum fecum ipfis—Concordia cum civi- 
tate una, vel pluribus. 

Cuap. XVI. De adlufione ad urbis populive nomen. CHAP. 
XVUH. De heroibus, heroidibus, conditoribus, perfonis illufiri- 
bus. 

Cuap. XVIII. De numis ciftophoris. Eorum catalogus— 
patria—typi—infcripta magiftratuum nomina—eorum origo, 
et ztas—metallum, pondus, ufus, copia—Ciftophori impro- 

rii. 

Cuap. XIX. De numis infcriptis: ANEQHKE., 

Cuap. XX. De charaéteribus chronoiogicis. De epocha—De 
epochis urbium, populorum, regum monetz infcriptis, earum- 
que initio—De modo, quo anni in numis fcribi confuevere— 
De epochis in moneta vetere latius patentibus: viz. A‘ra Se- 
leucidarum—Zra Pompeiana—/bra Cefariana—Ara A@tia- 
ca—De variis unius ejufdemque urbis epochis—De epocha 
duplice in uno eodemque numo — De anni apud veteres initio 
—De modo epocharum exordia eruendi—De annis principa- 
tus et magiltratus—De numis infcriptis: ETOYS. NEOY. 
1£POT.—De menfibus et diebus. 

Cuap XXI. De fefiis et ludis. Commune—Catalogus fe 
torum ludorumque. 

Cuap. XXII. De numis regum, principum, &c. Catalogus 
regionum, et urbium, que numos regum, principumve fuo- 
rum nomine fignaverunt—De nominibus principum—De men- 
tione dignitatis in numis principum—De variis principum ti- 
tulis epithetis—De infignibus regum et principum. 

Cuap. XXIII. De numis cotoniarum. Catalogus colonia- 
rum R. et municipiorum—Quz coloniarum R. et municipio- 
rum ratio—De infcriptionibus in numis coloniarum et munici- 
piorum—De coloniarum et municipiorum nominibus epithe- 
tis—De magiftratibus in his: viz. Ilviri—IIviri quinquennales. 
Prafe@ti Ilviri et quinquennales—ILIviri—Aidiles — Decu- 
riones—De conditione magiftratuum municipalium—Cefares 
et 
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et reges IIviri—De typis in numis coloniarum et municipio~ 
rum—De permiffu fignande in coloniis monete-—De metallo 
in coloniarum numis—Quando numi in coloniis feriri defierint 
—De numis heterogeneis in moneta coloniarum. 

To thefe very interefting refearches, are added an index of 
countries, peoples, and cities; a fecond, of kings and princes; a 
third, of fingular infcriptions ; and a fourth, of things. , 

In a review of volumes abounding with fuch variety of 
important topics, we lament that fo few can be particularifed 
and remarked upon by us. Where we have feen defeds, 
they have been incidentally mentioned. Confidering, how- 
ever, the extent of the work, they, though not trifling, are 
comparatively few. Should we attempt to commend where 
commendation is deferved, it would exhauft the language of 
praife. 





Voyage de deux Francais en Allemagne, Danemarck, Suede, 
Ruffie et Pologne. Fait en 1790—1792. 5 Tomes. Paris, 


1796. 


The Travels of two Frenchmen in Germany, Denmark, Swe 
den, Ruffia, and Poland, performed in 1790—-92. 5§ Vols. 
Sve. 1. 55. fewed: Imported by De Boffe. 


‘THE Preface to this work informs us that it was prepared 
for the prefs by one of the two gentlemen who perform- 
ed the journey, and who is now feparated from his compa- 
nion. ‘he troubles of France prevented an earlier publica- 
tion; and it was part of the original plan to have given an 
Atlas of maps, views, &c. either taken or correéted upon the 
fpot; but the expenfe of this addition was calculated to be 
enormous, and the confequent delay of the publication mutt 
have greatly exceeded the time promifed. Our author pro- 
ofes, however, to excecute this Atlas as foon as a due pro 
portion fhall be eftablifhed between {pecie and paper-money. 
The firft volume treats of part of Germany and of Denmark ; 
the fecond comprehends Sweden, and extends to Peterfburgh; 
the third and fourth are wholly taken up with Ruffia, and the 
fifth, with Poland and Auitria. Sweden and Ruflia being the 
countries where the author made the longeft ftay, and which 
are leaft perfe&tly known in France, the greateft pains have 
been taken to procure information re{pecting every thing that 
relates to the arts, manufactures, public eftablifhments, com- 
merce, and other objeéts which merit attention. He profefies 
that the work is calculated for the ufe of travellers rather than 
commoz 
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common readers; it was intended as a guide to thofe who may 
hereafter vifit the countries defcribed, and to prevent their 
meeting with the difappointments he experienced. His details 
may appear uniform and tirefome; but he thinks they will be 
approved by the traveller, to whofe benefit he is very willing 
to facrifice the applaufe he might receive from other readers. 
As the univerfality of the French tongue feems to afford a 
Frenchman an excufe for being ignorant of every other lan- 
guage, he has given a Swedifh, Ruffian and IIlyrian vocabu- 
lary, which comprehends all the words moft neceffary in tra- 
velling, written as they ought to be pronounced. Having 
often obferved that Frenchmen make the tour of Europe 
without having acquired the previous knowledge which is ab 

folutely neceflary to prevent ftrangers from being amufed at 

their expenfe, he thinks he renders them fome fervice by giv- 

ing a fhort review of the hiftory of the ftates of the North, 

which, without precluding the neceflity of a more profound 

attention to the fubject, will at leaft enable them to avoid 

grofs errors in converfation. Each volume concludes with 

an itinerary, on the correctnefs of which, we are affured, the 

traveller may depend. If the author fometimes fpeaks of 

things he has not feen, he affirms nothing pofitively but of 

what he has feen: and if his accounts be found to differ from 

thofe of other travellers, he begs not to be condemned mere- 

ly for fuch differences. As to the accounts which it was ne~ 

ceflary for him to procure from others, he has {pared no ex- 
penfe to afcertain their corretnefs; and as to his opinions, he 
lays claim to the merit of boldnefs and impartiality. 

Such are the outlines of the Preface to the work, which ap« 
pears to correfpond with the profeflions held out. It is not, 
properly fpeaking, a book of travels, but what is now called a 
ftatiftical account of each country, geographical, political, 
commercial and literary, including more particularly the pro« 
du@tions natural and artificial, {tate of the arts, commerce, 
population, tables of monies, defcriptions of the palaces of the 
princes and nobles, libraries, picture-galleries, a lift of the 
f{ubje&s, with the names of the painters, and a critici{m; butts, 
ftatues, and other ornaments ; catalogues are alfo given of the 
mufeums and private collections of curiofities of all kinds; 
tables of commerce, exports and imports; thips belonging te 
the refpetive ports; the royal navy, revenues, armies, ar- 
fenals, and, in a word, every particular which is necetlary to 
conftitute a ftatiftical account. The hiflorical part is fhort, 
but generally accompanied with fenfible remarks ; and_ there 
is a confiderable portion of novelty in the obfervations made 
on the ftate of fociety in Ruffia, Denmark, &c. 

Many curjous extracts might be given from a work which 

contains 
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contains fuch a variety of information. Perhaps what we have 
fele&ted will be moft proper for a literary journal,—the account 
our author gives of the PRINCIPAL LIBRARIES he vifited ; 
and which is feldom to be met with in books of travels. 

Stutgard.—THE DUKE OF WIRTEMBERG’S LIBRARY. 
It was begun in 1768, and already amounts to 100,000 vo- 
lumes. This prince is a great collector of ancient books (a 
Ja fureur des livres anciens ;) he has often travelled in purfuit 
of them, and has always given liberal prices. His colleétion 
of bibles is unique: they amount to go00; and 3000 more 
are wanted to make it complete; they are in all languages, 
and of all editions. ‘The moft remarkable are, the Italian, 
34791, Venice,—the French, 1520, Paris,—German, 1462, 
Meniz. His German collection is complete ;—The Latin, 
without the year, A/entz ;—Spanifh, 1551, Ferrara ;—four 
copies in the Grifon, very fcarce, Englifh, 1541, London, in 
black letter ;—Danifh, 1550, Copenhagen ;—lIflandic, 1584, 
Holoum ;—Swedith, 1524, Stockholm ;—Polith, 1563, print- 
ed at the expenfe of the Radzivil family ;—Bohemian, 1488, 
Prague ; —Efclavonic, 1584, /Virtemberg inSaxony; Ruffian, 
17443 — Dutch, 1721, five volumes, in capitals, printed 
by order of the Czar Peter; the Ruffian tranflation was to 
have accompanied it; but is added only to the New Teifta- 
ment. This is a fuperb edition and very fearce. Le Clerc, 
in his Hiftory of Ruflia, fays that the emprefs Elizabeth, to 
pleafe the priefts, gave them up the whole edition—The 
Georgian, 1743 3;— Wallachian, 1688, Buchare/? ;—Greek, 
1487, Naples; there are only fragments of this;—thé Ar- 
menian, 1733, Venice ;—Arabic, 1671, Rome. Thefe are 
the moft ancient in the refpelive languages. This library 
contains mote than 2000 volumes printed before the year 
1500, and a complete collection of the memoirs of all fove- 
reign families and towns. 

Munich.—The Erector oF BAVARIA’s LIBRARY con- 
tains a collection of valuable manufcripts:—three copies of 
the Bible in German, printed at Augfbourg in 1461, as is bes 
lieved, for there is no date ;—a beautiful manufcript written 
on the papyrus of Egypt, which the pope caufed to be copied 
when he was here in 1782. A miffal in three large volumes 
in folio, and three volumes of explanations, with beautiful 
ornaments and miniatures, much fuperior to the famous mif- 
fal of S. Ouen at Rouen.—A beautiful manufeript of Virgil 
on vellum :—<4rs AZoriend:, but not the firft edition. Great 
pains are daily taking to arrange this library, which contains 
more than 100,000 volumes. 

Drefden.—THE ELECTOR’S LIBRARY contains. 150,000 


volumes, and 5000 manufcripts; the moft complete part of 
this 
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this library is the Hiftory of all Countries, and the Greek and 
Latin authors;—Ars Ademorandi, wood-cuts illuminated ;— 
Ars Moriendi, the firft edition ;—Biblia Pauperum, wood- 
cuts, the text upon the cuts: thefe three works are uncom- 
monly rare.—The firft Pfalter, 1457, Fuft and Scheffer, 
Mentz, on vellum.—Rationale Divinorum Officiorum, on vel- 
lum, 1459, the firft book printed on cut metal types, by Fuft 
and Gernfzlxym.—Catholicon, in 2 vols: folio, on vellum, 

1460, Afentz; a beautiful copy, in fine prefervation.—A 
Mexican manu(cript written on the human fkin, which The- 
venot has explained; it confifts of a calendar, and fome frag~ 
ments of the hiltory of the Incas.—Liber de Re Militari, a 
MS. on vellum, with fine paintings, in good prefervation. It 
was a prefent to one of the electors from Matthias Corvi- 
nus, king of Hungary.—The original MS. of the Reveries of 
Marefchal de Saxe, anda copy written under his infpection ; 
at the end of the MS. he informs his, readers that he compof- 
ed this work in thirteen nights, while labouring under a fever, 
and that it was finiflied in December 1733.—TVhe Portraits of 
the moft celebrated Men of the fixteenth Century, by Rabel, a 
Frenchman ; very fine, and coft 800 ducats.—A beautiful copy 
of the Koran, taken by a Saxonofficer froma Turkat the laf fi fiege 
of Vienna ; it belonged to Bajazet the Second.—The moft an- 
cient Greek MS. is the Epiftles of St. Paul, ofthe eleventhcentu- 
ry.—There are 606 editions of the Aldus’s.—Cicero de Ojficiis, 
1465, AZentz; the firft Greek letters ever printed are in this 
copy, in the book of Paradoxes. ‘There are two copies of it: 
in that which is the belt preferved, fome one has altered 1465 
to 1440, before printing was invented .—Julius Ceefar, ‘folio, 
Rome, 1469, in Aldibus Maximorum ; it is fuppoied to have 
been printed by Suenheim and Panhardts, who carried the art 
of printing to Rome.—The firit edition of Homer, Florence, 
1488, in fine prefervation. All thefe are on the firft ttory of 
the building. 

In the fecond, we have the Latin Bible of 1462, AZentx, 
on vellum, Fuft.— Biblia Romanfcha, 1743, chex les Grifons, 
very f{carce.—The German Bible, without date or place; 
the Aéts of the Apoliles are at the end; after the Epiftle to 
the Galatians, is one addrefled to the Laodiceans.—The Ita- 
lian Bible, 147%.—Spanith ditto, Amfterdam, 1502.—The 
Acts Of the Apoltles, in a comedy, Couteau, Paris, 1537. 

The comedy de ? Homme Pécheur, ated at Tours, Paris, An- 
toine Berard, 1a8r, with beautiful cuts, on vellum, in fine 
refervation. Upon the whele this is a very fine library, and, 
after that of Viexea, the arft withor ut comparifon, at leaft of 

thofe we have feen. 

Berlin —Vhe RoyAL LipRARyY.—Our travellers ~ but 

6 a forry 
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a forry account of this collection. The books have been heaps 
ed together without order or arrangement, fince the year 1784, 
They afked the librarian for fome valuable books; he affured 
them that he had fuch, but he knew not where to find them: 
and after a few more queftions which he did not think he ought 
to anfwer, he turned upon his heel and left them. They con- 
fole themfelves, however, with the reflection, that they have 
feen as much as any other per/fon, of this library. 
Copenbagen.—The K1NG’s LIBRARY contains nearly one 
hundred and thirty thoufand volumes, and 3000 MSS. In 
the library of MSS. and curiofities, are, Heures de Frangois 
#, illuminated,—a Breviary on vellum; both very beautiful. 
— Four large volumes of plants, painted on vellum from na- 
ture, at Gottorp, attributed to madame Merian, and exquifite 
both in execution and prefervation.—Livy, a MS. of the tenth. 
century, not complete, and one volume only.—Heures du 
Duc de Bourgogne, who was killed before Nancy, illuminated 
and well preferved. Heures du Cardinal de Bourben, who 
lived under Louis XI. illuminated.—Danifh Chronicle, in 
verfe, believed to be of the 15th century.—All the MSS. 
brought home by Niebuhr, at leaft 250: he was living in 
1791 at Meldorf in Holftein.—The Matabaric Bible complete. 
The colleétion of the Hiftory of Spain and part of the Indies 
is very complete.—iIn another part of the library we have the 
moft ancient Danifh Bible of 1550, folio, Copenbagen.—The 
Epiftles of St. Paul, folio, Rofchild, 1534.—The Iflandic 
Bible, Holoum, 1584;—another, 1644.—Pfalter, 12mo. 
Rofchild, 1531.—Pialter in four languages, Hebrew, Greeks 
Latin and Chaldaic, Cologne, 1518.—Pfalter, Greek and Latin, 
Milan, 148,.—Office of the Virgin, MS. 12mo. on vellum, 
ernamented with beautiful paintings; nothing can be finer ; 
the date unknown. Cicero de Officiis, Rome, Suenheym and 
Panhardts, 14713;—the fame, by Fuft, AZentz, 1465 and 
1466, both in fine prefervation;—the fame, Rome, Pet. de 
Max. 1469 ;—the fame, Venice, 1470; thefe five editions in. 
round letters.—The frit edition of Juftin, without a date ;— 
Ditto with the date, Rome 1470, both fine copies.—Livy, 
Reme, 1468 ;—ditto, Spire, 1469 ;—ditto 1470.—Two edi- 
tions of Virgil without date.—The 4th edit. of Virgil, Low- 
wain, 1476. The third is not here.—Terence, without date ; 
—ditto, Cofogne, 1471 ;—ditto, without date ; the verfes not 
divided. —Plautus of 1472, Venice, very fine.—St Auguttine, 
de Civitate Dei, 1467, Venice, well preferved and complete. 
This library has an annual fund of 400) rix dollars. 
Stockbolm.—Vhe KING’s LIBRARY contains only about 
co MSS. and 20,000 volumes. The moft valuable of the 
ISS. are, a copy of the Evangelifts, purchafed at ane in 
1 go; 
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1690 ;, fuppofed to be of the ninth century, and ufually called 
the Codex Aureus, from the quantity of letters of gold that are 
in it; the leaves are alternately purple, with letters of gold, 
and white. It was purchafed by Sparwenfeld, a Swede, who 
travelled by order of Charles XI. He went to Africa in purfuic 
of any monuments that had a relation to the ancient hiftory of 
the Goths and Vandals. There are two other very curious 
MSS. of which we fhall fpeak more at large at the end of this 
article. Of the books, the moft valuable are the copy of the 
Vulgate afed by Luther: it is filled on the margin, and,on 
every place where there was room to write, with notes by his 
own hand: it was printed at Lyons in 1521.—The firft edi- 
tion of Homer, Florence, 1488, large margin, on paper, and 
in good prefervation.—Speculum Humane Salvationis, wood- 
cuts, printed only on one fide.—Cicero de Officiis, on vellum, 
1466, AMentz, Fuft and Scheffer.—The fourth volume of the 
Atlantique of Rudbech, 1702, as far as page 210: this vo- 
lume is extremely fearce, the edition having been burnt at the 
printer’s. There are only three copies of it in exiftence. On 
this work the reader will find a long and curious differtation in 
thefe travels.— Liferi Poligamia Triumphatrix, printed at 
Lund, 1682, and burnt at Stockholm. 

The two curious MSS. of which an account has juft been 
promifed, were not allowed to be fhown to our travellers ; for 
the information, therefore, which they give refpecting them, 
they were indebted to the Abbé Albertrandi, librarian to the 
king of Poland. Thefe MSS. are both written in_ Latin. 
The firft is of an uncommonly large fize, and fuch propor- 
tions, that the fkin (though called vellum) on which it is 
written, can be no other than afs-fkin. It is compofed of 
forty books or volumes (cabiers), making in all fix hundred and 
forty pages. It wants about two leaves; the hiftory of the 
deluge forms the firft page. The following is the order and 
number of the works it contains: the Pentateuch, Jofhua, 
Judges, Ruth, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, which has 
the laft two chapters. The 12 prophets, Job, the four books 
of Kings; the Pfalms, a different verfion from the Vulgate, 
Proverbs, Ecctefiaftes, the Song of Songs, Wifdom, Eccle- 
fiafticus, Chronicles, the book of Efdras, containing the two 
of the Vulgate; Tobit, Judith, Efther, two books of Macca- 
bees ;—twenty books of Jofephus’s Hebrew Antiquities, a 
tranflation which differs in feveral parts from that of Gelenius, 
and has the celebrated paflage concerning Jefus Chrift ;—the 
wars of the Jews from Jofephus, the tranflation of which 
agrees exactly with that of Rufinus;—Sanéti Ifdori Epiftola 
adBrantionem ; ejufdem Etimologia, libri xx; Ifagog@ ‘foan~ 

App. Vor. XVII New Arr. M m Nitily 
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nici, Fobannis Alexandrini Difcipuli Regni Galieni de Phy/fica 
Ratione;—the four Evangelifts, A&ts, Epiftle of James, two 
Epiftles of Peter, three Epiftles of John; in the firft the ce- 
lebrated paflage runs thus: “ Spiritus eff qui teflificatur quia 
Chrifius eff veritas, quia tres [unt qui teftimonium dant, /piritus 
aqua et fanguis; et tres unum funt ;” the Epiftle of St. Jude, 
Apocalypfe, St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans, the two to the 
Corinthians, to the Galatians, Ephefians, Philippians, the two 
to the ‘Theffalonians, Coloflians, the two to Timothy, Titus, 
Philemon, Hebrews, Laodiceans; the latter is known to be 
apocryphal. 

Towards the end of this work is a confeflion written in red 
letters on a brown ground; it {peaks of an infinity of abomina- 
ble fins, without giving the exaét number, or the circumftances, 
—This is followed by Co/me Pragenfis Chronica Bohemia, 
libri tres ;—Monajflerui Bremnowienfis, et in Bramow Martinus 
abbas mifit hune codicem Pragam verfus 1594. There is no 
doubt that this MS. was taken by the Swedes at Prague, and. 
that it came from that convent: We find, in the calendar, 
Sandlus Benedidus in large letters; which gives reafon to think 
that the conyent in which it was kept was of the order of that 
faint. St. Adelbert is written in red letters: St. Staniflaus is 
not to be found.—The Vifitation, the Commemoration of the 
Dead, and the Sacrament, are alfo wanting. Eafter and Pen- 
tecoft are there; fo that it is-pofterior to the eftablifhment of 
movable feafts, which took place in 1260 or 1264. ‘There is 
likewife a part of it where many princes and nobles have 
written their names. 

The other MS. is entitkhed—Magifiri Fohaenis Arderum 
de Slewark, de Arte Phyficali et de Chirurgia, quas ego Fohan- 
nes fervente peftilentia, que fuit anno Domini MCCCXLIX,. 
ufque annum Domini MCCCCXII, morem (or moram) esi 
apud Newerk, in Comitatu Slothingui, et ibidem quamplures de 
infirmitatibus [ubferiptis curavi. ‘This MS. is upon vellum, 
and is a roll of confiderable length, and divided into columns, 
containing figures of the fick, the maladies and remedies, 
anatomical figures, &c. There are few diforders omitted 5 
he feems even to have met with a diforder not fuppofed to 
have been known at the time; his words are-pro morbo qui 
dicitur ch..d p..fe. He {peaks alfo of a cure which he per- 
formed. ‘ Quidam miles nobilis ducis Lancaftrie apud Age- 
ir (in Spain) Hifforia curate a Fohanne Arderum torture 
ris.’ 

Mofcow.—~The Libr ARY of St.SyNoptus contains nearly 
4000 volumes, almoft all divinity; but an hundred and eighty 
volumes of it, confifting of French, German, Englifh, Dutch, 

and 
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and Italian books, which belongedto PeterI. In one book of 
engravings felative to war, there are notes in his hand writing, 
exprefling how he approved of fuch a plate, and how it was 
executed. Ina volume of MSS. is a letter of his to count 
Poufchin, ordering him to give a defctiption of the triumphal 
Setes which took place after the battle of Pultowa. The mi-« 
litary difcipline of Péter I. figned “by his hand in 1716. 
Among the ancient MSS. we obferved the following: “ Ec- 
clefiaftical rules fent by the patriarchs of Con({tantinople to the 
ares of Ruffia, and figned by them.”—A fmiall book of the 
vangel, on vellum, written in the r§th century, which ferved 
as a book of prayers, complete. —The Sclavonic Evangel, a 
folio of the 15th century. The collection of MSS. has be- 
come lefs numerous and lefs important, fince the emprefs or- 
dered to be brought to Peterfburgh all the MSS. relative to 
the hiftory of Ruflia, which could be found in the convents, 
where the only libraries in the empire were placed. ‘The col- 
le&tion of Ruffian books printed at Mofcow amounts to 300; 
foreign books 1,100: there are only two books of the end of 
the 1§th centuty which are curious. The only work that is 
complete is “ Zrafatus Florum Afirologie A:bumafario, Aus 
guile Vindelicorum, 1488.”—The French Bible of Louis and 
aniel Elzevir, folio, 1669, a magnificent copy._-Walton’s 
Polyglot, 1657, without the Dedication /ereni/imo prot.—There 
is alfo a great number of Polifh books, and a Greek grammar 
for learning the Ruffian tongue, printed at Lvow in Poland, 
1591, with fome Greek and Sclavonic books, none very cuti« 
ous, and a dozen Hebrew Bibles. The oldeft Bible in this 
library is that of 1562, AZo/cow, 4 {mall folio, and in bad pre 
fervation. The catalogue is well drawn up in Latin and Kuf- 
fian. It is neceffary to obtain permiflion of the archbifhop of 
Mofcow to view this library. | 
Poland.—The ZALEWSKI LIBRARY, or library of the res 
public. This was given by the two brothers Zalewski, dne of 
whom was bifhop of Cracow. They expended large fums in 
collecting, and opened it for the public in 1745: but as they 
left no funds for it, it has fcarcely been increafed, nor pre- 
ferved as it ought be. It reckons about 2¢0,000 volumes. 
T-here are but few fcarce or valuable books; but among thefe 
our authors mention the firft Polifh Bible of 1562 or 1564 
(the laft figure is effaced) printed at Cracow, in gto. with 
wood cuts; the author of the tranflation unknown. The 
Bible of Radzivil is not here. The Polifh Bible, tranflated 
by Budny, 1572, uncommonly fcarce ; it is the private pro- 


perty of the librarians The Pfalms, in the Polifhy with the 
Mm 2 Latia 
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Latin interlined, the fpelling Bohemian, Cracow, 1539 
Hungler. This is fuppofed to have been the firft Polith book 
printed, and is fcarce.—Prymiot, a volume in o€tavo, 15515 
Cracow, or, a Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, which the 
author calls Maiadie de la Cour.—Virgil, Nuremberg, 1492. 
—Speculum Hifioriale Bellovacenfe, printed by Mentelin, 
without the name of the place, 1473-—Breviarium Ar- 
gentinenfe, a MS. on vellum, without plates, believed to 
be of the 12th century, in good prefervation.—Ciceronis 
Epiftole, Rome 1490, but not well preferved.— Ladfan- 
tius, 1476, Roffock—the fame, Venice, 1497-—Saint Leo, 
Venice, 1483. — Mifcellanea, containing 13 works; the 
firft is Famblicus de Myfieriis, Agyptiorum, and the laft, 
Marcili: Ficini Florentins de Voluptate Liber, Venice, ap. 
Aldos, Sept. 1497, (written with the hand);—on the text is 
1457; but it is of the former year.— Cicero de Officiis, Venice, 
1480 ;—ditto, Venice, 1484, on which fome one has written 
omnium prima; with a commentary.—Cicero de Oratore, 
Venice, 1478. 

Vienna.—The ImpreriAv Lisrary.—This fuperb edifice, 
the architeCture and decoration of which leave tis nothing to 
with, is contiguous to the court. It is 242 feet long, orna- 
mented with columns and pilaftres in ftucco, the bafes and 
capitals of which are gilt. ‘There are 17 ftatues of marble, of 
the houfe of Hapfburg, and in the middle of the rotunda, 
that of the emperor Charles VI.—The library of prince Eu- 
gene occupies a great part of this oval rotunda, the larger dia- 
meter of which meafures near 100 feet.—In the cabinet of 
MSS. we find a chart of the ancient world, by Peutinger ; it 
has been engraved in a folio volume.—A Mexican MS. with 
coloured figures, unique in its kind, and written upon the 
human fkin.—A beautiful machine, reprefenting the fyftem 
of Copernicus, made by a man who, they tell us, had no 
knowledge of that branch: we are often furprifed at the number 
of works of this kind which have been found out to be made by 
men who knew nothing.—The celebrated MS. of, Livy, of the 
fifth century, fome pages wanting.—A Chinefe MS.—A {mall 
Koran on vellum, taken from a Turk by prince Eugene.— 
Senatus Con/ultum, on the Bacchanalian Feafts, given in the 
year 186 B.C. the original itfelf on brafs; it is the fame 
which Livy cites in the ninth book of the fourth decade; 
this unique morfel. was found in Calabria, in the poffeffion of 
prince Cigala.—A Fragment of the Gofpels of St. Mark and 
St. Luke, a MS. in letters of gold and filver. 

In one of the galleries on the left are about 7000 volumes 
printed before the year 1500.—The firft Pfalter on fufile 

types, 
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types, Mentz,.Fuft, on vellum, 1457.—Speculum Humane 
‘ Salvationis, purchafed at the fale of the duke de la Valliére, 
without date, printed with wooden types, and matchlefs.— 
Biblia Pauperum, engraved’on wood.—A fuperb Pliny, Ve- 
nice, Joh. Spira, 1769. A very beautiful Virgil in Gothic 
letters, by Mentelfin at Stra/burg.—Chriffiani/mi Re/ffitutio, 
by Servetus, 1553, a thick o€tavo; the only other copy is at 
~ Paris, but not fo well preferved.—Fulius Ce/ar, on vellum, 
1469, Rome, in fine prefervation.—Terence, in Gothic let- 
ters, the verfes not feparated. Valerius Maximus, on paper, 
well preferved, without date, but believed to have been print- 
ed at Venice; theres one like it in the pofleffion of count 
Revithi.—Navis Stultifera, 1499, the firft edition, in Ger- 
man, with wood-cuts.—Horacc, without a date.—Caii Vale- 
vii Flacct Argonauticon Liber, Bologna, 1474.—Marci Man- 
tii Poete Opera, Bologna, 1474. IUhefe three laft are very 
beautiful books, and in fine prefervation : De Bure doubts the 
exiftence of the Mantius.—Rationale Divinorum Officiorum, 
by Durandi, A/entz, Fuft, 1459.—The Mentz Bible, Fuft, 
- 1462, the cipher and arms of the emperor at the end.—Ca- 
tholicon, 2 vols. Mintz, 1460.—German Bible, 1466, Men- 
tellin, Strafburg, the moft ancient German Bible in this li- 
brary.—The Bible, called the Mazarine, very beautiful and 
well preferved, on paper, 1455. See Debure and Cailleau. 

In the main building of this library, there is a moft fuperb 
collection of prints, contained in more than 700, large volumes, 
217 of which contain portraits of perfons of all ages and na- 
tions.— The Radzivil Bible in fine prefervation.—A leaf, eight 
inches long by rather more than fix in breadth, on one fide 
of which the five books of Mofes are written without abbrevia- 
tions, and legible by the naked eye: this was the work of a 
Jew.—Chriftiani/mi Reftitutio, a prefent from the count de 
Laky; the emperor Jofeph gave him in return a diamond 
worth 10,000 florins. This library, which is highly worthy 
of the admiration of all ftrangers, contains between twelve 
and fourteen thoufand manuicripts, and about 300,000 vo- 
lumes ; it is open to the public every day in the morning, ex- 
cept Sundays, holidays, and in vacation time. 

The artift, the virtuofo, the merchant, and the traveller, 
have a valuable fund of information in thefe volumes; although, 
in fuch a vaft mafs of particulars, it is poflible fome things may 
be found incorrect 5 but the work has the merit of very gene- 
ral utility. 


Mm 3 
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Hymni Homericiy cum reliquis Carminibus minoribus Homere 
tribui folitis, et Batrachomyomachié. Addita eft. Demetrii 
Zeni Verfio Batrachomyomachiea Dialeéo Vulgari, et Theodori 
Prodromi Galeomyomachia. Textum recenfuit, et Animadver- 
fronibus criticis illuftravit, Carelus David Ilgen, Philof. et 
LL, OO. Prof. in Acad. Fenen/i. Halis Saxonum, 1996. 


Hymns, and other /mall Pieges, attributed ta Homer; ineluding 
the Battle between the Frogs and Mice; with a Verfion of 
_ the laft Poem by Demetrius Zenus in the modern Greek Dia- 
le&?, and a dramatic Piece by Theodorus Prodromus, entitled 
the Battle of the Cats and Mice. Revifed, and illuftrated. 
with critical Notes, by Profejfor Ilgen, 8vo. 125. Sewed. 
Imported by Efcher. 
Ir has long been di{puted, whether the minor poems afcrib- 

ed to Homer are genuine or fpurious. Some critics are 
of opinion, that the only remains of this admired bard are the 
Iliad and the Odyfley; while others maintain that the hymns 
to Apollo and other pagan deities were compofed by him. 
M. Ilgen is of opinion that the hymn to the Delian Apollo, 
may juftly he ranked among the works of Homer; but that 
the other pieces of this kind were not the productions of his 
Mufe. It is probable, however, that even that which the pro- 
feflor deems genuine was compofed by fome other poet, in 
imitation of the Homeric ftyle. 

The two firft hymns in the colleétion were confidered as 
one poem, till Ruhnken, by feparating the part which relates 
to the. Pythian or Delphic Apollo from that which contains 
the met of the Delian, formed two pieces. The fagacity 
of this divifion is pompoufly applauded by our editor, who, 
in the fame note, reprehends the abhé Souchay for having 
prefumed to compare the hymns of Callimachus with thofe 
which bear the name of Homer, both with refpe@ to the ge- 
neral plan, and the diftribution of the parts. The former, 
fays M. Ilgen, are complex, defultory, and void of difcrimi- 
nation of character; while the latter exhibit an unity of 
action, characteriltic diftinctions, and other marks of epic 
beauty and regularity. It may here be obferved, that he is 
too great an admirer of the pieces which he has laboured to 


illuftrate. e 
In the hymn to Apollo of Delos, the 59th line— 


Anpov avant 1 Bormois, of Te bear me o' Exwor, 
is properly fligmatifed as deferving of rejetion; for it feems 
to have been added by fome ancient critic. The 123dline— 
Oud ‘ap’ Amonrawve, Es’. 


is alfo deemed an interpolation. The 151f and following 
lins 
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line appear to be juftly altered }'and other propofed changes 
are not injudicious. 

The hymn to the Pythian Apollo is overwhelmed with notes, 
many of which are frivolous and unneceflary. ‘The poem it- 
felf is unworthy of the critical labour which has been beftowed 
upon it, though it contains fome pleafing paflages. 

The poem which was written in honour of Mercury, has 
a ftronger claim to commendation than the laft-mentioned 
hymn ; but of the notes by which it is elucidated, the men- 
tion of a few will be fufficient. In the 86th verfe, we read— 
auaotpomus as; which the annotator prefers to the other read- 
ings; but no manufcripts juitify this freedom of alteration, 
ep the paffage be confidered as deriving fome benefit from 
the change. ‘Epuns (v. 145) is altered to vies; nat, however, 
on fuch grounds as will remove the doubts of every fcholar. 
That which is the 412th line in other editions— 


‘Pea te xq maonsw, &cy—— 


is not only altered, but tranfpofed; and it cannot, we think, 
be denied, that the profeffor’s boldnefs, on this occafion, is 
well. fupported. The words sys aid” apveioy (v. 473) are 
changed into eyaye tad” aupveios, though the learned Ernefti 
has patronifed the eftablifhed reading. Martin has applied his 
conjectural talents to this paflage ; but M. [igen feems to have 
been more happy in his prepofed emendation. 

The next piece is the Hymn to Venus. The notes upon 
this poem are not curious or interefting ; but thofe which ac- 
company the Hymn to Ceres are more important. Some of 
our readers may recollect that this piece was accidentally 
difcovered at Mofcow after the middle of the prefent century. — 
The profeffler concludes that it is not the fame production 
with that which Paufanias mentions as one of the hymns of 
Homer, but that it was compofed in imitation of the hymns 
of that poet, of Parmphus, and Mufzcus, dedicated to the fame 
goddefs. ? 

For eaxaat (Hymn. in Cererem, v. 23), we find éraipais 
and Lucas, an Englith tranflator of the poem, is quoted, not 
with approbation, but with a view of exploding his fenfe of 
the paflage, which he thus renders; 

¢ Alas! nor god nor man would hear her cry 4 

Whilft ev’n the grove it/e/f denies reply.” 
This fenfe may be defended; but we are inclined to prefer 
gtaipai, as more fuitable to the context; nor will the epithet 
wyraoxapmo be inapplicable to female companions ; for, though, 
when coupled with saaias, it fignifies having fine fruit, it 
will alfo exprefs the idea of having fair arms or hands. 


In a note of confiderable length, the change of TMapéena 
M m 4 Opeare 
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Ppeati into wap bew Qpcats (v, QQ) is vindicated in a fatis- 
factory manner ; but it appears, that M. Ilgen would have in- 
ferted wap Eeviw Qpzati1, had nut Wolff recommended to him, 
by letter, the emendation which he has incorporated with the 
text. The deficiency of a foot, in the 345th line, is well 
fupplied ; but we cannot give the fame praile to all the infer- 
tions which the profeffor has yentured to make in a feries of 
imperfect lines (from 387 to 395). He maintains the pro- 
priety of retaining various lines which other editors wifh to 
expunge; and, with equal freedom, he brands fome which 
Oey wifh to preferve. 

f the pieces which follow, and their critical appendages, 
it is unneceflary to treat. We fha!l therefore conclude our 


remarks by reprefenting this edition as not unworthy of the 
public fayour. 





— du Syfitme du Monde, par Pierre Simon La Place, 


e PInftitut National de France, et du Bureau des Longitudes. 
Paris. 


Espoftios of the Syftem of the World, by P. S, La Place, 

ember of the. National Injfiitution of France, and of the 
Board of Longitude. 2 vals. 8vo. 105. 6d. fewed. Im- 
ported by De Boffe. 1796. 


(HE government of France feems to be defirous of founding 
its greatnefs, not on the energy of its wartiors only, but 
on the improvement of the arts and {ciences,—on the advance 
ment of every thing which can tend to relieve the wants or 
contribute to the embellifhments of focial life. Hence artifts, 
men of letters, and men of f{cience, are no longer confidered 
as the inftruments of vain frivolity, to languifh in a corner 
the moment they have gratified the trifling ends of their em- 
ployers,—to be thrown afide, as a celebrated monarch exprefled 
it, ‘when the orange was fqueezed:’ they are now brought 
forward, and held up to public view as objects of public gra- 
titude and public encouragement. What will be the effect of 
this new order of things, if it fhould continue, time only can 
difcover: yet the probability is, that, where the talents of the 
mind are held in eftimation, a more general defire of pofleff- 
ing them will be inftilled into the rifing generation; knowledge 
will be more generally diffufed; and we anxioufly with that it 
may be accompanied by virtue and happinefs. 

La Place, the author of the work before us, was known be- 
fore the revolution as a celebrated aftronomer: he is now a 
member of the national inftitution and of the board of longi- 
tude. No one could be pitched upon, better qualified for the 
taik 
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tafk which he has undertaken: for, with a profound knowledge 
of the fubject, he poffeffes that eafe in communicating his fenti- 
ments, for which the French have ever been diftinguifhed. 
He is to explain the fyftem of the world. ‘To underitand an 
expofition contained in two {mall volumes, it is evident that 
fome previous mathematical knowledge is requifite: and to 
perfons who have gone through their firft courfe of {tudies, 
this work, as calculated to revive and confolidate their aftro- 
nomical knowledge, may be particularly recommended. It is 
divided into five books, and each book into {mall chapters. 
The fubjeé&s of the books are—1. The apparent Motions of 
the heavenly Bodies.—2. The real Motions of the heavenly 
Bodies.—3. The Laws of Motion.—4. The Theory of uni- 
verfal Gravity.—5. Sketch of the Hiftory of Aflronomy. In- 
dependent of the great talents of the writer, the work, as the 
firft of the kind according to the new arrangement in mea- 
fures, becomes an object of curiofity. 

The quadrant is divided into 100 degrees; the degree into 
JOO minutes; the minute into 100 feconds, and fo on. The 
day is divided into 10 hours; the hour into 100 minutes; the 
minutes into 100 feconds. The thermometer is divided into 
100 degrees, reckoning from the freezing to the boiling points. 
The account given by our author, of the change in the calen- 
dar, will be acceptable to moft of our readers. 


‘ The wants of fociety have given rife to different periods 
for meafuring the parts of duration. Nature prefents two re- 
markable ones in the return of the fun to the meridian and to 
the fame equinox: but both muft be divided into {maller pe- 
riods. ‘The divifion of the day into :0 hours, of the hour inte 
100 minutes, of the minute into 100 feconds, &c, is the moft 
fimple : it is natural that the aftronomical day fhould com- 
mence at midnight, tocomprehend in its duration all the time 
that the fun is above the horizon. i 

© The origin of the year is properly fixed at the vernal equi- 
nox, at the renewal of nature. ‘The feafons divide it into four 
parts, each fubdivided into three parts, of thirty days. ‘Each 
month partakes of another divifion into three periods of ten 
days each, called decades. In this manner the civil year 
would be compounded only of 360 days: but we have feen that 
it exceeds 365 days; and it is neceflary to add, under the name 
of complementary, the exceeding days. Although, according 
to this mode of dividing the year, the order of things relative to 
the days of the decade is a little difturbed by the complemen- 
tary days, the correfpondence of the days of the decade with 
the days of the month, and that of the decadary feafts with 
the feafons, make this mode preferable to the ufe of {mall pe- 
tiods independent of months, fuch as weeks. 

| ‘If 
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‘If 365 days were fixed upon for the length of the year, its 
commencement would conftantly anticipate that of the tropi- 
cal year ; and the months, by a retrograde motion, would run 
through all the feafons in a period ofabbut 1520 years. This 
method, in ufe formerly in Egypt, takes away from the calendar 
the advantage of attaching the months and the feafts to the fame 
feafons, and of making in them any rermarkable epochs for 
agriculture. ‘This valuable advantage would be preferved to 
the inhabitants of the country by coniidering the origin of the 
year as an aftronomical phztiomenon, to be determined, by ob- 
fervation and calculation, to the midnight preceding the true 
ipring equinox; but then the years would lofe the advantage 
of being _— periods of time, eafy to refolve into days; and 
thus confulion would be fpread over hiflory and papery A 
amd the o:igin of the year, which fhould always be previoufly 
known, would be fometimes rendered uncertain. ‘lo obviate 
thefe imconveniences, and to attach to the fame feafons both 
months and feafts, intercalations have been invented. Of 
thefe the moft fimple is that adopted by the Perfians in the 
eleventh century, which confilts in adding feven times toge- 
ther ix complementary days inflead of five every four years, 
and in omitting this addition the eighth time till the fifth 
year. ‘The years thus increafed are called Sextile, to diftin- 
guifh them from common years. According to this mode of 
intercalation, there are, in every thirty-three years, eight fextile, 
and twenty-five common years, the length of the year being 
eftimated at 365", days, or ,000202 part of a day greater 
than the tropical year by modern obfervations ; and hence, not 
till after a long ferics of years will the origin of the year be 
removed from the equinox in a degree perceptible to the agri- 
culturilt, 

‘ ¥t is to be defired that all nations would adopt the fame 
era, independen: of moral -revolutions, and founded upon 
aftronomical phenomena alone. Its origin might be fixed in 
the year when the apogee of the folar orbit coincides with 
the fummer folitice, or in the year 1250. For this origin, the 
inftant of the mean {pring equinox might be taken, which in 
that year was on the fifteenth of March, at 5,3676 hours at 
Paris. The univerfal meridian, to which the origin of terref- 
trial longitude fhould be fixed, might be that, where it was 
midnight at this inftant, which is to the eaft of Paris about 
185°,2960. If after a long feries of ages the origin of this 
wera fhould become uncertain, it would be difficult to find it 
with precifion by the motion only of the apogee, which is both 
flow and irregular: but there will be no doubt on this origin, 
and on the pofition of the earthly meridian, if it is renvember- - 
ed, that, at the moment of the mean equinox, the mean lon- 


gitude 
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gitude of the moon was 143°,7714. Thus every thing arbi- 
trary would difappear in the origin of time, and terreftrial 
longitude ; and by adopting afterwards the intercalation of the 
preceding divifion of the year and that of the month and day, 
the moft natural and fimple calendar might be formed for the 
inhabitants of this fide of the equator.’ 


On the fubje& of meafuring a degree on the earth’s fur- 
face, is introduced a hint which may be ufeful to the perfons 
now fuperintending the furvey of our own ifland. ‘ From 
the principal places of France to the line which is confidereg 
as the meridian of the obfervatory, have been raifed curves, 
drawn in the fame manner as this line, with this difference, 
that the firft fide, which is a tangent always to the furface, 
inftead of being parallel, is perpendicular to the plane of the 
celeftial meridian of the obfervatory at Paris. By the length 
of thefe curves, and by the diftance of the obfervatory from the 
points where they meet the meridian, the pofitions of thefe 
places have been determined. ‘This is the moft ufeful under- 
taking in geography ; and it is a model which every enlight- 
ened nation will, without doubt, adopt with eagernefs.’ 

The change in the weights and meafures of France natu- 
rally found a place in this work: our readers will determine 
whether our philofopher’s notions are well founded. ‘We 
cannot fee the prodigious number of meafures in ufe, not only 
by different nations but even by the fame people, the fantafti- 
cal divifions inconvenient for calculation, the difficulty of 
knowing and comparing them, in fhort the confufion and 
fraud which prevails from it in trade, without confidering both 
f{cience and government as moft ufefully employed towards 
mankind, by adopting a fyftem of meafures, whofe uniform 
divifions make them eafy for calculation, and which are 
founded in the leait arbitrary manner on a meafure indicated 
by nature itielf. A people, who fhould adopt fuch a fyftem 
of meafures, would unite to the advantage of reaping the firft 
fruits of their divifion, that of feeing their example followed 
by other nations to whom they thus become benefactors. For 
the empire of reafon, though flow, is irrefiftible, and, in the end, 
willovercome all national jealoufies, and all the obftacles, which 
are oppofed to general utility, when well underftood. By fuch 
motives the conf{tituent aflembly was induced to employ upon 
this important object the academy of fciences. ‘The new fy- 
ftem of weights and meafures refults from the labours of thefe 
commiffioners, ailifted by the zeal and information of feveral 
members of the national reprefentation. 

* From the mode of calculating by decimal numbers, as by 
whole numbers, being the fame, there coyld be no doubt of the 

. 1 advantages 
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advantages attending a divifion of all forts of meafures into 
decimal parts: for complete conviction, it is neceflary only 
to compare the difliculty of complex multiplications and divi- 
fions, with the eafe of performing the fame operations by 
whole numbers, which is rendered ftill greater by means of 
Jogarithms, whofe ufe may, by fimple and cheap inftruments, 
be rendered extremely popular. The decimal divifion was 
therefore adopted without hefitation: and to give uniformity 
to the whole fyftem of meafures, it was refolved to derive 
them all from one linear meafure and its decimal divifions. 
Thus the queftion was reduced to the choice of this univerfal 
meafure, to which the name of metre was given.’ 


Our author proceeds to ftate the difficulties in fettling this 
metre, and the grounds on which they determined to take the 
meafure of a fourth part of the meridian, and the 10000000 
part of this length for their univerfal meafure. So that the 
metre is now 3,079458 feet of the former ftandard; This 
new ftandard is placed under the care of the legiflative body ; 
and fuch precautions have been taken by comparing it with 
pendulums, that any error owing to accidental or natural 
caufes may be eafily reCtified, 

We fhall make one extract to fhow the author’s method of 
explaining the more abftrufe parts of his fcience. In the fol- 
Jowing manner he proves that the moon is attracted to the 
earth by the force of gravity. 


¢ The force, which draws the moon every inftant from the 
tangent to its orbit, makes it defcribe, in a fecond, a fpace 
equal to the verfe fine of the arc which it defcribes in the 
fame time; fince the fine is the quantity by which the moon 
at the end of the fecond is diftant from the line it was in at the 
beginning. This may be determined by the diftance of the 
moon from the earth, which the lunar parallax gives in parts 
of the earth’s femidiameter: but to have a refult independent 
of the inequalities of the moon’s motion, we mulft take for its 
ean parallax, the part of that parallax which is independent 
of thefe irregularities. This part, relative to the radius drawn 
from the centre of gravity of the earth to its furface on the 
parallel, the fquare of whofe fine of latitude is $, is equal, 
according to obfervations, to 10556”. We chofe this parallel, 
becaufe the attraction of the earth on the correfponding points 
of its furface is very nearly, as at the diftance of the moon, 
equal to the quantity of matter of the earth, divided by the 
fquare of the diftance of its centre of gravity. The radius 
drawn from a point of this parallel, to the: centre of gravity 
of the earth, is 19614648 feet: whence it is eafy to conclude 
thar the force which _ the moon towards thé earth, 
makes 
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makes it fall through 0,00312808 feet in a fecond. It will 
be feen afterwards, that the aétion of the fun diminifhes this 
force by its 358th part: we muft therefore increafe by this 
quantity the preceding number, to render it independent of 
the fun ; and then it becomes 0,00313682 feet. But in the 
relative motion of the moon around the earth, fhe is urged 
by a force equal to the fum of the quantities of matter in the 
earth and moon, divided by the fquare of their diftance from 
each other : thus, to have the height whence the moon fhould 
fallin a fecond by the action alone of the earth, we mutt di~ 
minifh the preceding fpace in the proportion of the quan- 
tity of matter in the earth, to the fum of the quantities 
of matter in the earth and moon; now from the doétrine 
of the tides, the quantity of matter in the moon is found 
to be ~{.- of that of the earth: by multiplying therefore 
this fpace by $§*}, we fhall have 0,00398428 feet for the 
fpace which the moon falls through in a fecond by the force 
of gravity. 


* Let us compare this fpace with that which refults from 
obfervations by the pendulum. On the parallel we are confider- 
ing, the length of a pendulum for feconds is, according to the 
12th chapter of the firft book, equ: 1 to 2,280g23 feet, which 
gives 11,2559! for the fpace fiuen through by a body from 
reft in a fecond by the force of gravity. But on this parallel 
the attraction of the earth is {maller than gravity by two 
thirds of the centrifugal force, owing to the rotatory motion 
of the equator; and thislatter force is 4}, of gravity : we 
mutt, therefore, augment the preceding {pace by. its 432d 
part, to have the fpace due to the action alone of the earth, 
which, on this parallel, is equal to its quantity of matter di- 
vided by its radius ; we fhall thus have 11,28196 feet for this 
fpace. At the diftance of the moon, this ought to be dimi- 
nifhed in the proportion of the fquare of the radius of the 
earth, to the fquare of the mocn’s diftance ; and to do that, 
we need only multiply ic by the fquare of the tangent of the 
lunar parallax, or by 10556; we fhall, therefore, have 
0,00310187 feet for the {pace which the moon ought to falk 
through in a fecond from the attraction of the earth. This 
fpace, given by experiments on pendulums, differs little from 
that which refults from the direét obfervation of the parallax ; 
and to make them coincide, we need only diminith by 20” the 
lunar parallax, and thus reduce it to 10536”. Such is then 
the parallax refulting from the theory of gravity, which differs 
only by yicth part from the parallax by obfervation, to 
which indeed I think it preferable, confidering the exaétnefs 
of the elements by which it was determined. We might fup- 

pofe 
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e the quantity of matter in the moon, equal to ~yth of 
that of the earth, as given by the quantity of nutation deter- 
mined by Bradley, to have by the theory of gravity the fame 
parallax as by abfervation; but all the phxnomena of tides 
concur in giving this fatellite a more confiderable quantity 
of matter, and near to that of which we have made ufe. 
However the little difference in the two parallaxes is with- 
in the limits of errors by obfervations and elements employ- 
ed in calculation: and it is certain, therefore, that the prin- 
cipal force which retains the moon in its orbit is the force 
of gravity in the earth varying inverfely as the fquare of 
the diftance. Thus the law of the diminution of gravity, 
which, in planets attended by feveral fatellites, has been proved 
by the comparifon of their revolutions and their diftances, is 
demonftrated for the moon by the comparifon of its motion 
with that of projeétiles at the furface of the earth. The ob- 


_ fervations made by pendulums on the tops of mountains had 


previoufly indicated this diminution in earthly gravity: but 
they were infuflicient to difcover the Iaw on account of the 
fmall height of the moft elevated mountains, compared with 
the radius of the earth: a body at a diftance from us, like the 
moon, was requilite to make this law very fenfible, and to con- 
vince us that weight on the earth is only one particular cafe 
ef the force expanded through the univerfe.’ 


In the laft book is given a concife but elegant fketch of the 
hiftory of aftronomy, in which the author intermixes fenti- 
ments which do honour both to his head and his heart. 
The fate of Bailly naturally occurred to his mind, when he 
was writing on the Hiridoo tables. ‘¢ I differ here,’ fays he, 
* with regrst, from the opinion of an illuftrious philofopher, 
who, after having honoured his career in life by labours ufeful 
to the fciences and to humanity, died a vitim to the mott 
bloody tyranny, and in death oppofed the calm fortitude and 
dignity of a juit man to the infults of an abufed people, which 
cruelly prolonged the preparations of his execution.’ The 
concluding remark on Ptolemy is very juft—‘ The reputa-, 
tion of Ptolemy has been expofed to a fimilar fate with that of 
Ariftotle and Defcartes. ‘heir errors were no fooner afcer= 
tained, than to a blind admiration fucceeded unjuttifiable con- 
tempt: for, even in the fciences, the moft ufeful revolutions 
have not been exempt from paflion and injuftice.’ After the 
praifes beftowed on Newton, no Englifhman can blame the 
following remark: or if he does, we fhould like to hear his 
proofs in oppolition to it. ‘In juftice to France, we mutt ob- 
ferve, that, if England has had the advantage of giving rife to 
the difcovery of univerfal gravity, the numerous develope- 
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ments of this difcovery, and the tevolution produced by it in 
afironomy, are chicfly owing to the French geometricians, and 
to the encouragement of the academy of {ciences.” 

. The work is thus concluded—* Aftronomy, taken in its full 
extent, is the fincit monument of the human mind, the moft 
noble title of the underftanding. Seduced by the illufions of 
fenfe and {elf-love, man regarded himfelf a long time as the 
centre of the heavenly motions; and his pride was punith- 
ed by the vain fears which they infpired. After many 
ages of labour, the veil which covered the fyftem of the 
world was torn afide. Ther man faw himfelf on a little pla- 
act, almoft imperceptible in the vaft expanfe of the folar fy- 
ftem, which itfelf was only an infenfible point in the im- 
menfity of {fpace. The fublime refults, to which this difco- 
very conducted him, are very proper to confole him for the 
little room afligned to him in the univerfe. Let us preferve 
anxioufly, let us even augment, the depofit of this fublime 
{cience,—the delight of every thinking being. It has render- 
ed important fervices to navigation and to geography: but 
the greateft benefit conferred by it on mankind is the expul- 
fion of the fears occafioned by extraordinary celeftial phxno- 
mena, and the deftruction of errors arifing from the ignorance 
of our true relation to nature—errors fo much the more hurt- 
ful as focial order ought to repofe only upon this relation.— 
TRUTH, — JUSTICE thefe are its immutable laws. 
Away with that dangerous maxim, that it is fometimes ufe- 
ful to {werye from them, to deceive and enflave men for the 
infuring of their happinefs! Cruel experience has proved in 
all times, that thefe facred laws can never be violated with 
impunity.’ —A tranflation of this work is, we underftand, un- 
dertaken: and if itis faithful to the original, we doubt not that 
it will be highly acceptable to the Englith reader. 











Mémoires Hiftorigques et Politiques fur la République de Venife. 
Rédigés en 1792. 


Hifterical and Political Memsirs of the Venetian Republic, coma 
piled in 1792. 2 Vols. Bvo. 651 few Imported by De 
Boffe. 1795. 


WHATEVER has the appearance of myftery, feldom fails 
to excite the curious attention of mankind ; and hence, 
pethaps, the chief and natural caule of the anxiety with which 
politicians have endeavoured to develope the fecret {prings and 
movements of the Venetian government. 
More prominent and ufeful motives mult, however, in 
juftice be attributed to thofe writers whofe accuracy and phi- 
lofuphic 
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lofophic talents have delineated the anatomy, or have givert 
body and animation to the fkeletons, of government and law. 
The claffical correétnefs of Vertot, and the profound yet 
lively genius of Montefquieu, could not in their time be 
more refpectably employed than in defcribing the hiftory and 
. politics of a ftate, whofe humble origin, fubfequent opulence, 
and long pclitical exiftence, are equally the obje€&ts of wonder 
and fpeculation. 

Bur the ftate fecrets and domeftic hiftory of Venice are 
now degraded, in the view of utility and even of curiofity, to 
a degree of {peculative infignificance, fimilar to the humiliat- 
ing predicament to which, by the league of Cambray, the re- 
lative political importance of the Venetians to Europe was 
practically reduced. ‘The great and rapid events that for fe- 
veral years paft have affected the various ‘governments of 
Europe,—the flame of innovation that has fiercely blazed on 
the notions and the habits of many centuries,—and the ftupen- 
dous confequences that ftill are poifed in the doubtful fcale 
of political and moral futurity,—give no opportunity for meaner 
objects to excite the aftonifhment and inquiry of the human 
mind. 

The intereft likely to be excited by thefe memoirs, cannot 
therefore be very confiderable ; they, however, deferve fome 
attention from the circumftance of being written by a Vene- 
tian nobleman, who of courfe had a fharein the government 
of the itate ; the machinery and principles of which are laid 
open and difcuffed. 

The firft volume is occupied by avery minute, tedious, and 
embarraffed account of the different funétions and arrange- 
ments of the Venetian government: the particulars of infor- 
mation on thefe topics are too diffufe to admit of an abftra@; 
nor do we believe, that, if more eafily to be done, it would 
produce any gratification to our readers. In the fecond vo- 
lume, the author enters into the more material part of his 
fubje€t, and defcants on the theoretical perfections, together 
with the private cabals and abufes, of the government. We 
fhall give one extract, preferring it for thofe traits of political 
analogy which th@moift general reader will not fail to dif- 


cover. 
©The fenate adopts two methods equally irregular, and 
hurtful to the public good, to diminifh the number of thof 
who, among its own body, may be tempted to oppofe the pro= 
pofals of its leaders: the one relates immediately to that o 
which I have juft fpoken, and confifts in choofing the objeét- 
or to one of the employments I have fpecified ; and whether 


he accepts or refufes it, the fenate is rid of his importunities 
for 
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for that time: for, in both cafes, he remains for that reafon 
excluded from the fenate, that is to fay, if he accepts of it, 
during the whole time that his adminiftration lafts, and like- 
wife the period which precedes his entrance upon its func- 
tions; and alfo (a few employments excepted) during that 
which follows his return home, till he obtains a magitterial 
office which may open him once more a way to the fenate ; if 
he folicits an exemption, he muft obtain it at the expenfe of 
a fatiguing feries of humiliating formalities; and after a delay 
_ of fome weeks, he may again obtain a fituation which replaces 
him in the fenate, where he paffes through two eleétions, 
called the grand and lefler eleGtion. If he is rejected by the 
former, he pays a fine of 3000 ducats, and remains excluded 
from the fenate as well as the grand council, for three years, 
during which time he can hold no public employment at home 
or abroad: if by the latter, he pays only 1000 ducats, and 
his exclufion lafts only a year. -If, upon his readmiflion into 
the fenate, he fhould commence his oppofition anew, he foon 
brings on himfelf another nomination, which expofes him to 
the fame inconveniencies as the former, till, wearied out by 
_ an ufelefs ftruggle, he fuffers things to go on according to the 
difcretion of the feniors and their adherents. If their anta- 
gonift is too much favoured in the great council, fo that 
the fenate is afraid of the diffolution of the ballot, it has 
recourfe to another method, which depending only on the 
votes of the fenate, and being regarded, perhaps without reafon, 
as degrading, produces the fame effect. The fenate, for this 
purpofe, takes care to propofe whoever it pleafes for any of 
the fenatorial magiftracies when vacancies occur, aflociating 
along with him in the nomination fome one of thofe who, by 
a prevailing abufe, have acquired a fort of right to fill them 
by turns, and at other times, even fome refpeétable perfon, 
not omitting to add one of his relations, if he belongs to a nu- 
merous family, to create a divifion in his own party. The 
nominees are obliged, as we have feen in another place, to 
place themfelves in the midft of the hall as their names are 
proclaimed, and to make a number of profound bows to all 
the fenators, which, inconvenient as they are in all cafes, are 
moft ridiculous in this, becaufe they are unattended with the 
leaft hope of fuccefs. Few men have fufficient firmnefs to 
act this ridiculous part for weeks—perhaps for months ; and 
to terminate the {cene, they relinquifht their oppofition, and 
obtain a magiftracy. The individual expofed to this fpecies 
of perfecution is called the Index of the fenate; and it is a 
very formidable part, though fometimes acted by the moft 
zealous patriots. If at. laft the party in oppofition prevails, 
and its leader is removed from the perfecution of the wi/emen, 
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by obtaining a fituation in which he has magnanimity énoug!s 
to defpife their vengeance and to ferve his country, recourfe 
mult be had to the laft expedient, which is, to undermine 
his virtue, and tempt either his ambition or avarice, accord- 
mg as he is under the domination of either of thofe paflions : 
and often, from a refpeétable and formidable opponent, he be- 
comes the vile tool to the irregular condu& ofthe feniors, who 
give him a fhare of their profits, or procure for him the moft 
diftinguifhed employments, by a policy fimilar to that which 
the miniftry in London ufes to get rid of a formidable member 
of oppofition.* ‘Phe whole nation will bear teftimony to this, 
except a {mall number of grandees interefted in keeping up 


this infamous diforder: and [ call upon the yet uncorrupted 


vigilance of fome of the public inftitutions of Venice to unite 
their efforts for the purpofe of extirpating fuch abominatiors, 
and to give to the partifans the ufeful power of watching 
over the lawful government, under the thadow of their re- 
fpectable authority.’ 

For thefe and many other abufes, the author, after giving 
his refleCtions, propofes certain remedies.—It muft be ob- 
ferved, that this author ftates himfelf to be banifhed from his 
country by a party cabal; how fuch a circumftance may in- 
fluence his feelings and remarks, the readers of his produc- 
tion will judge; we, however, in candour, cannot help inti- 
mating, that the exiled nobleman pointedly reprobates revolu 
tions andall licentious innovation,—that he difcovers much 
temper on the fubject of his own misfortune, and appears in- 
dignant only when he animadverts on the corruptions and in- 
trigues, which, as he afferts, difgrace the well-planned but 
badly-adminiftered government of his country. 

Thefe memoirs are ftated to have been firft committed to 
paper in the Italian language, and afterwards confided by the 
author to a friend, to be tranflated into French.—The choice 
of this friend (at leaft for the purpofes of literature) was 
highly injudicious; for the language of this tranflation is exe- 
crably bad; the tranflation frequently betrays a grofs igno- 
yance of the Italian; and the errata, with other faults, are {can- 
daloufly numerous. 





P. Terentii Afri Comedia fex. Recenfuit, perpetuamque Ad- 
notationem et Latinitatis Indicem adjecit M. Benj. Frid. Schmie- 
der, Gymaajti Halenjis Luth. Rector, Hale. 1794. 

The fix Comedies of Terence, revifed and illuftrated by Schmicder, 
8c. 65. 6d. fewed, Imported by Efcher. 1796. 

HIS is not the firft attempt of M. Schmieder to promote 
the fludy of ‘Verence; for he previoufly publifhed a Ger- 
_ man 




















Schmieder’s Terence. sis 
fnan tranflation of the works of that pleafing dramatift, which 
met with a favourable reception. ‘To facilitate the knowledge 
of the original, he has now given a new edition to the world, 
accompanied with ufeful annotations. 

The work is introduced with an account of the different 
{pecies of ancient comedy,—a life of Terence,—remarks on 
his metre,—and a ftatement of the fubjects of his plays.— 
With regard to the number of editions with which his works 
have been honoured, we are informed that 40 made their 
fucceflive appearance in the interval between the commence- 
ment of printing and the clofe of the fifteenth century; that 
about 170 came forth in the following century ; and. that 87 
were printed in the feventeenth: but, of thofe which havé ap- 
peared in the prefent age, the amount is not mentioned. 

In the Andria, (acti. fe. 1. p. 38), preponere is fubi{titut- 
ed by our editor, for preponens, to preferve a continuity of con- 
ftruction ; but this alteration, which is borrowed from the 
edition printed at Deux-ponts, is not juftified ‘by any manu- 
{cripts ; and the ordinary reading is not wholly indefenfible. 
He prefers gaudeant and comparent (a& iv. fc. 1) for the 
fingular number of thofe verbs; but the fingular is evidently 
more accurate, though inftances occur which give a fanction 
to the ufé of the plural, even in reference to qui/quam.—In 
the Eunuch (aét ii. fc. 2), he omits aucupes, for plaufible, if 
not fatisfa€tory, reafons. —He explodes the conjecture of Dr. 
Bentley, who (act iii. fc.2) recommends abdomini bunc na~ 
tum for ex homine hunc natum; and, on his own authority, he 
introduces ex ‘nomine into the text; an alteration which is 
liable to objeCtion, though it is preferable to the fuggeflion of 
the Englith critic In the comedy of the Self-Tormentor 
(a&t iii. fe. 1), we read, diffolvi me ocius, inftead of diffolvi 
Mey — : the former is the better reading. In the fame 
line, Madame Dacier confiders huic as more proper than tibi; 
but the German editor rejects the alteration as inexpedient. 
The perplexed paflage (fc. 4), which is varioufly underftood, 
is thus given by him, as well as by Wefterhoff? Clinia orat, 
fibi uti nunc det illam, illt tamen poft daturum: mille nummim 
pofcit. If all difficulties are not remoyed by this mode of ex- 
hibiting the fpeech of the fervant, it is, at leaft, an improve- 
ment of the fenfe. 

The illuftrations of the three remaining plays furnith op- 
portunities for the following remarks. ‘The editor corrects 
the female critic already mentioneds for having reprefented 
Geta (Adelph. a& iii. fc. 2) as intimating that he would 
willingly fuffer any punifhment, if he could obtain the grati- 
fication of revenge againft thofe who had offended him. The 
animadverfion is juft; for the fpeaker refers to the punifhment 
Nn 2 which 
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which he would infli€t, not to that which he would fuffer.—- 
The fpeech of Micio (ae v. fe. 4), non malim quidem ! is 
accompanied with a note, intimating the acceptation of non 
malim in the fenfe of malim : but this idea would be more re- 
gularly and effectually anfwered by feparating the negative 
from malim, and confidering it as the immediate reply to the 
1 cep ore contained in the preceding fpeech. We do not fee 
the neceflity of altering pateretur (Phorm. a&. iii. fc. 4) into 
potiretur. Neque, before the name of Antipho (fc. 5), is 
changed, on ftranger grounds, into eque.—Bentley is cenfured 
by our commentator for the frivolous reafons which induced 
him to condemn this line as fpurious,—itaque adeo uno animo, 
&c. (Hecyr. act. ii. fc. 1)—a verfe which, though it involves 
fome ambiguity of expreflion, ought not to be haftily explod- 
ed. But the critic whofe freedom in this refpe& is moft ob- 
fervable, is Guyet, who propofes the omiffion of long paf- 
fages, and even whole fcenes, in which any difficulties occur : 
he is therefore fubjefted to the lafh of M. Schmieder, who 
accufes him of wifhing to eje& from the Terentian text every 
fentence which he does not underftand. If all the paflages 
which are not perfectly intelligible to every editor, fhould be 
expunged, the works of the ancients would be ftrangely mu- 
tilated and defaced. 





Liftoire Chronologique des Operations de Armée du Nord, et 
de celle de Sambre et Meufe. Depuis le Mois de Germinal de 
i’An II. (Fin de Mars 1794) jufqu’au méme Mois de An 
STI. (1795) Tirée des Livres d’Ordre de ces deux Armécs. 
Par le Citoyen David, Temoin de la plupart de leurs Ex- 
ploits. A Paris, et re-imprimé, fe trouve chez J. De Botte. 


1796. 


4 Hifiory of the Campaigns of General Pichegru, containing 
the Operations of the Armies of the North, and of the Sambre 
and the Meufe, from March 1794 to March 1795; with 
Anecdotes of the Campaign, and Memoirs of Generals Piche- 
gru, Jourdan, Moreau, Macdonald, Souham, Valetau, 
Devinther, Daendals, Salm, Bonneau, arden, Reunier, 
and Duverger. By Citizen David. Tranflaied from the 
French. 8vo. 5s. j/ewed. Robinfons. 1796. 


EVERY journal or document that can throw light on the 

hiftory of the moft important war in which Europe was 
ever engaged, muft be accounted highly valuable ; and how- 
‘ever liable to fufpicion the accounts written by the parties 


concerned may appear, it is only by diligently comparing 
them, 
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‘them, and judicioufly weighing their refpeQive affertions, 
that we can attain the only certainty of which military hiftory 
is capable. The work before us appears, upon the whole, 
to be written with candour; there are exceptionable and fuf- 
picious paflages, and there are boaftful apoftrophes and vaunt- 
ing exclamations; but the truth is, in Pichegru’s campaigns, 
there was much of which it was impoffible for a Frenchman 
not to boaft, and much which their enemies will find it diffi- 
cult not to admire. 

Citizen David, the author of this hiftory, was one of thofe 
who took refuge in the army, to avoid the tyranny of the 
home-government, at a period when, he obferves, France was 
devoured by an anarchy, of which no other nation ever af- 
forded any example, when the adminiftration of affairs was 
in the hands of men who were more depraved than Caligula, 
more ignorant and brutal than Claudius, and more cruel than 
Neto. After fome remarks on this ftate of things, which 
are as fevere as any Englifhman could with, he conjures pof- 
terity to fufpend its deteftation, and bellow execrations only 
on thofe who have deferved them. France, he afferts, {till 
pofleffed virtuous men, who underftood the principles of juf- 
tice, and never departed from them; and even the conven- 
tion, independent of its martyrs, contained men of probity, 
the enemies of tyranny and crimes. The ftate of the armies 
at this period was not lefs deplorable. The foldiery, like’the 
other citizens, had their informers, their revolutionary tribu- 
nals, and their executioners. His picture of the army is fuf- 
ficiently frightful: but we cannot help thinking that he has 
exaggerated it, that the merit of Pichegru and Richard may 
appear the greater in reftoring difcipline. Be this as it may, 
he hazards much in afferting that the committee of public fafety 
were defirous that the French armies fhould be beaten. He 
inftances, indeed, their difmiffing of Jourdan at the moment 
in which he had driven the enemy from before Maubeuge, 
and faved the republic:—this, however, may have been the 
effect of ignorance, or of perfonal pique againft Jourdan, 
Wicked as they were, their wickednefs muft have been bound- 
ed by felf-prefervation. 

The arrival of general Pichegru, and Richard a reprefeny 
tative of the people, formed the commencement of a new zra 
in the affairs of the army. ‘Thefe men foon paved the way 
for the moft brilliant campaign. Pichegru’s orders were fime 
ply to conquer. He received no plan: and thefe laconic orders 
were given at a time when the three beft fortrefles of the firft 
line of the French fortifications were occupied by the enemy. 
From this period, citizen David begins his hiftory, detailing 
the operations of each day, with occafional remarks, His 
Nn 3 mode, 








5 18 David's Hifiory of Pichegru’s Campaigns. 


mode, he tells us, was, in vifiting the field of battle, to ex- 
amine the French difpofitions and thofe of the enemy, of 
which he carefully preferved minutes. When at a lofs to 
comprehend any of the movements of the troops, Pichegru, 
Reunier, and other general officers, gratified his curiofity by 
an explanation of the motives of each manctuvre; and from 
the knowledge of affairs which he acquired on the fpot, he 
has reafon to inform his readers that they cannot be too careful 
how they receive the accounts of the French journalifts, or 
even the reports of the convention. 

_ Pichegru’s firft plan was an invafion of Flanders, to make 
a ‘ftrong diverfion, and remove the enemy from the theatre of 
their fucceffes, while he a&ted powerfully on their centre. 
The firit confequences of this plan were the taking of Cour- 
tray, the battle of Moefcroen, the taking of Menin by the 
French, and of Landrecies by the Auftrians. After thefe 
advantages and checks, Pichegru deviated from his original 
plan of a¢ting only againft the centre of the enemy, and de- 
termined to make vigorous attacks on their wings, without at~- 
tempting the recovery of Landrecijes. In chapters 4th, 5th, 
Oth; and 7th, we have an unparalleled difplay of his fkill and 
fuccefs in conduting this plan, evinced in the battle of Cour- 
tray, the reduction of Thuin, Fontaine l’Eveque, and Binch ; 
the defeat of the Englifh army at Larmoy, Jurcoing, &c. 
the retreat of Clairfait to Thielt ; the a€tion at Pont-Achin, 
the pailage of the Sambre, the taking of Ypres, and the other 
actions which preceded the entrance of the French into 
Bruges, Oftend, and Ghent, and the taking of Oudenarde 
and Tournay. ‘On Ondenarde we find this remark— 


* Oudenarde furrendered on the 15th of Meffidor (July 3) ; 
and on the evening of the fame day, Vournay was evacuated 
by the enemy. Thus, in one day, Ghent, Oudenarde and 
Tournay, fell into the hands of the French. It was not by 
fpilling oceans of blood before thefe places, that they were 
reduced : it was by beating the enemy in the open field, and 
by a combination of movements that made the refiftance of 
thefe towns hopclefs. This campaign is iuflicient to convince 
pertone who would ftucy military affairs, of the error of the 
d tactics, which commenced by filling the trenches of the 
cnemy’s trong places with the carcafes of the braveft of the 
troops. A ftrong town is impregnable while it is covered by 
an unbroken army; but no fortrefs can hoid out, when the 
army by which it was defended is driven from the field. The 
re-taking of Valenciennes, le Quen OY, Condé, and Landre- 
cies, by the French, affords proots of this propofition. Piche- 
gru never befieged a place that was not neceflary to fecure 
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the pofition of his army ; yet, on this principle, he made 
greater progrefs in the enemy’s country than the generals who 


preceded him.’ P. 46. 


In chapter VIII. we find fome remarks on the decree of the 
convention forbidding the ¥rench troops to make Englith or 
Hanoverian prifoners, which required to be noticed. Recur- 
ring again to his opinion that the Jacobins played into the 
hands of the Britith miniftry, he now more than infinuates 
that the law ordaining the imprifonment and confifcation of 
the property of the Englifh refident in France, and the decree 
againft taking Englifh and Hanoverian prifoners, were obtain- 
ed by the intrigues of the Englifh minifter, that the people of 
England might be thereby more inflamed againft the French, 
and become more cordially parties in the war. All this ap- 
pears to us unfounded; the fpeech of Barrere fufficiently 
accounts for the latter decree palling, without the neceflity of 
fuppofing an indirect impulfe from this quarter. His other 
remarks, however, are too jult to be omitted— 






















‘ The atrocious decree of which we are fpeaking, was at 
once impolitic and fubverfive of all the laws of war. It was 
impolitic, becaufe the enemy is more annoyed by the making 
of a great many prifoners, than by the deftruction of a {mall 
number of the troops: but thofe who are experienced in war 
know, that lefs time is in general confumed in making two or 
three thoufand prifoners, than in the maflacre of one hundred 
men. ‘This decree could not fail to exafperate the troops 
againft whom it was directed; but military prudence. forbids 
us to reduce the enemy to defpair. In a word, this law tend- 
ed to diminifh the courage, and to debafe the minds of our 
foldiery. 

‘ This decree was equally unjuft. War, in the midft of 
its calamities, has its principles of Jaw and humanity, and 
wretched is the nation by which thefe are contemned and vio- 
lated. War is not a natural relation exifting between man and 
man, but a relation between one government and another. 
While a foldier is armed, he is the enemy of the foldier of 
the adverfe party. But having thrown down his arms, he re- 
turns to his natural fituation; and he into whofe power he 
falls, owes to him all that humanity demands for the unfortue 
nate. The favages flay their prifoners and devour them; 
men who are partially civilized, but in this refpect more fa- 
vage {till, make flaves of their enemies: but a free people 
make prifoners of them, and treat them with kindnefs. 

‘It is fortunate that governments have not always the 
power of rendering the people as unjuft and ferocious as 
zhemfelyes. The decree in queftion had little effet on the 
Nn 4 French 
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French troops. A reconnoitring party, on the 4th of Meffi- 
dor (June 22), pufhed from Wakem to the gates of Ghent, 
and took a confiderable number of Hanoverian prifoners, who 
were conducted to Wilbek, which was the head-quarters of 

eneral Souham. An officer of the état-major happened to 
ee them arrive, and faid to the fergeant of the party,— 
«« This is an embarraffing affair, comrade: I wifh you had 
left thofe men where you found them.” The fergeant re- 
plied—“ General, there are juft fo many lefs of the enemy.” 
“* You are right,” faid the officer, * but a barbarous law ex- 
ifts againft thofe poor men.”—** We know it well,” replied 
the brave foldier fiercely ; “* but the convention will not pre- 
tend to make executioners of the republican foldiery! Send 
the prifoners to the reprefentatives of the people: if thefe men 
muft die, let their hands be {teeped in their blood !” 

* There were others who had not the courage of this gal- 
lant foldier. A general of brigade, through the fear of being 
difmiffed, caufed feveral Hanoverian prifoners to be fhot ; and 
it has been faid, that another general put one to death with 
his own hand. I forbear to name them: burt if, during the 
remainder of their lives, they fhould experience an hour of 
returning fenfibility, they will be fufficiently punifhed. It is 
a fubje€&t of confolation, that this barbarous law was almoft 
univerfally refifted by the army of the north. 

‘ The decree which denied quarter to the garrifons of the 
French towns in the hands of the enemy was of the fame na- 
ture as that we have been confidering. It was calculated to 
drive thefe troops to a defperate defence, which might have 
coft us an infinite number of men: befide, we then occupied 
all the ftrong places of Belgium, and had the emperor adopted 
the fame policy, and we had afterward been unfuccefsful, our 
brave troops would have been reduced to the alternative of 
being executed in France for cowardice, or put to the fword 
in the fortrefles of Flanders. 

© Under fuch deftru€tive policy, how did men expeé to 
find foldiers? Every good citizen will die for his country, 
when it is neceflary ; but it is more defirable to live for the 
purpofe of ferving hes and no man is called upon to throw 
away his life without utility. In faét, the abfurdity of thefe 
two laft decrees inclined fome who were fpeCtators of the af- 
fairs of France to believe, that thofe who then governed us, 
embarrafled with the controul of fo many miilions cf brave 
men, were defirous of depopulating the country. 

‘ The commandant of le Quefnoy gave a fine leffon to 
thofe who fummoned him to furrender on this occafion. - He 
coolly replied—* No nation has a right to command another 
to difhonour itfelf.” P. 54. | ts“ 
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The care which the principal French generals took to avoid 
the execution of the laft-mentioned decree, does them immor- 
tal honour. The reader will find a pleafing account of their 
virtuous ftruggles in the caufe of humanity, in chapters IX. X. 
and XI. Speaking of the convention which made this decree, 
David remarks that— 


© It would betray an ignorance of human nature to fuppofe 
that every man who participated in thefe acts was fortified 
with an obdurate heart. But will that be an excufe for them ? 
Pufillanimity, in times of revolution, is as deftructive to true 
liberty, as ambition_and inordinate paflion: and that which 
was fo aptly called the belly of the convention, has been the 
caufe of as deep injuries to the nation, by its cowardice, as all 
the liberticide fa&tions with which France has been agitated. 
Richard, Pichegru, Moreau, and the greater part of the ge- 
nerals in the army of the north, chofe rather to incur the 
rifk of their lives than to deviate, in a fingle inftance, from 
the laws of war........-. Robefpierre denounced thefe 
patriots, in the tribune, on the 8th Thermidor (July 26) :’ 
but his own fall prevented the nation from being difgraced by 
their deaths. 


Of Moreau we have this remarkable anecdote, that the 
very day he entered the almoft impregnable fort of Sluys, one | 
of the boldeft enterprifes of the campaign, his aged father 
fell under the ftroke of the guillotine. 


‘ It was long before Moreau was apprized of this event. 
When it was made known to him, defpair fo wholly poffeffed 
his mind, that it has been faid he would have quitted the ter- 
ritory of the republic from horror, had he not been deterred 
by the healing counfels of his friends. ‘The charaéter of the 
fon at length yielded to that of the citizen; and he continues 
to ferve with fidelity and fuccefs a country that affaflinated his 
parent.’ P. 73. 

David relates a fimilar anecdote of Taffin, a captain in the 
gth regiment of huflars. 

Omitting the detail of the proceedings of the army, we 
fhall only obferve, that in chap. XV. we have an impartial ac- 
count of the tyranny exerted in the Netherlands by the French 
commiffioners, or proconfuls, as David always calls them. 
This is followed by an explanation of the military principles 
of general Pichegru, an article highly interefting to military 
men, and efpecially to thofe old aud experienced officers who 
had to contend with him. His fyftem (and it appears to have 
been generally followed fince by his fucceffors) confifted in 
acting inceflantly upon the offenfive; in prefling the enemy 
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without affording them opportunity of repairing difafters; in 
feeking occafions to engage, and planning. movements to com-— 
pel the enemy to fight; and in concentrating the armies in the 
field, and never fitting down before a {trong place, the poffef- 
fion of which was not abfolutely necellary to the fecurity of 
his further operations. From his fuccefsy-it appears that there 
was fométhing in the fituation of the French army at this 
time, and fomething in the French character, with which this 
fyftem exactly correfponded. At the beginning of the cam- 
paign, the king of Pruffia teftified his efteem for it, by. writing 
in thefe terms to the emperor. § It will be impoffible to cover 
your territories from invafion. The French have armies that 
are daily renewing ; and it is not to be difguifed, that their 
generals purfue an incomparable plan of operations, which 
difconcerts and defeats all our projects.’ 

The whole of this work does not yield a more ftriking in- 
ftance of impartiality than the following— 


‘In the official reports of the reprefentatives, relative to 
the furrender of Nimeguen, they ftated that the enemy were 
induced to evacuate the place by the taking of fort Scheneck, 
which opened to us the paflage of the Waal. ‘hefe ignorant 
men were not informed that this fort is no longer, as former- 
ly, on the right bank of the Rhine. They did not know 
that, during a flood, this river changed its bed in this place ; 
and that the ruins of the fort are at prefent on the left bank, 
and are of no importance. But provided they treated, in their 
reports, the enemy as cowards and flaves, and made a fufh- 
cient number of thofe flaves bite the duft, and that this 
flauchter was effe&ted with the lofs of no more than two or 
three republicans, the report was made in due order, and was 
perfectly well received. 

* Thefe ridiculous phrafes, however, had better given place 
to exact details. ‘To avoid contempt, it would have been 

‘ell for our proconfuls to have vilited the fpot, concerning 
which they had to make their report. But they affected to be 
infallible; and this prefumption led them into a great many 
abfurdities which gave infinite diverfion to the armies.’ 
Po. 334. 

In the fubfequent chapter are fome remarks on the want of 
concert among the allies, to which this author, as well as all 
other writers, attributes much ‘of the fuccefs of the French. 
He expreffes the gratitude of the French nation to the duke of 
York in a ftrain of irony, as having detached himfelf from his 
allies, and afforded the French an opportunity of defeating 
him feparate'y, which opened the way to their future fuccefles. 
In his Ob/ervations on the Political and Geographical Situation 
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of Holland, he gives a juft character of the inhabitants, and 
a'correct though brief account of their commercial relations, 
which is followed by a detail of the events which led to the 
furrender of the United Provinces to the power of France, 
the evacuation of the Englifh, &c. and that fingular fact of 
the horfe and light artillery marching into North Holland over 
the ice, and feizing the Dutch fhips of war. As the Hol- 
landers do not poffefs a fingle port into which their men of 
war can enter armed and rigged, they are obliged to leave them 
at the entrance of the Zuyderzee, in a narrow arm of the 
fea, which lies between the north point of Weft Friefland and 
the Texel. This ftrait freezes almoft as readily and as fre- 
quently as the rivers 5 and here the extraordinary {pectacie was 
feen of a fleet taken by horfemen. 

Thefe details are followed by the author's reflections on the 
incredible fuccefles of the French in the prefent war, anec- 
dotes of the campaign, and characters of the generals, in 
which the reader will find a confiderable portion of amufe- 
ment and information. With the referve already hinted at, 
we think this work will be highly valuable to future hiftorians : 
but it gives us pain to find that in this, asin moft other works 
even of the moft impartial French writers, the character and 
intentions of the people of England are fo unhappily con- 
founded with the ignorance, mifconduct, and intrigues of the 
authors of the war, as to create a rancour which will not be 
eafly difpelled, and which, being returned in kind, mutt per- 
petuate enmity between the two nations. 

In our extracts from this work, we have chiefly followed 
the tranilation publifhed by Meffrs. Robinfon, which tranf- 
fufes the maniere of French republican writing pretty fuc- 
cefsfully. 





De la Médecine opératoire, ou Traité Elémentaire des Opérations 
de la Chirurgie, avec des Planches en Taille-douce. Par 
Pierre Laffus, Profejjeur a Ecole de Santé de Paris. 2 Vols. 


vo. Paris. 


Operative Medecine ; or an Elementary Treatife on the Operations 
of Surgery, illufirated with Plates. By Peter LafJus, Pro- 
Jelfor in the School of Heaith at Paris. 2Vols. 8vb. 145. 
Sewed. Imported by De Boffe. 1796. 


[X our own country, furgery has of late years been enriched 

by many valuable improvements; and on the continent its 
progrefs does not appear to have been lefs rapid, or lefs mark- 
ed 









524 Laffus on the Operations of Surgery. 


ed by the utility of the additions which have been made fo it. 
An attempt, therefore, to colle& into a more clear point of 
view, and to defcribe with accuracy and precifion, the differ- 
ent fteps and circumftances which are neceffary to be attended 
to in the operative part of the profeflion of the furgeon, can- 
not be altogether ufelefs. 

The prefent work of profeffor Laffus is of this kind, and 
feems to be executed in a manner that muft be ferviceable to 
young practitioners. It is not indeed a complete or perfect 
treatife on the department of furgery to which it particularly 
relates ; but fo far as the author fae gone, the fubjects appear 
to have been examined with attention, and to be defcribed in 
fo eafy and familiar a way, that it cannot be difficult for even 
the tyro to comprehend them. By thus rendering the prin- 
ciples of the art more plain and obvious, at leaft one advan- 
tage will be gained,—its acquifition and improvement muft be 
more expeditious and certain. 

The profeffor fets out by confidering the means of curing 
freth wounds; and his obfervations on them are ufeful and 
interefting. , He differs in fome points from the more early 
writers on this fubjec&t. He thinks that the bloody /uture, 
which has been recommended in moft wounds, but efpecially 
in deep or tranfverfe ones, is generally unneceflary, and that 
it frequently does harm. Recent wounds, in general, he fays, 
may be cured moft conveniently by means of adhefive plaifter 
applied fo as to keep their lips in union. For this purpofe the 
author, however, prefers filk {pread over with ifinglafs, to the 
plaifter commonly employed, as not caufing fo much irrita- 
tion or inflammation of the fkin, in the part to which it is 
applied. 

On wounds of the abdomen, the remarks ‘of the author are 
alfo judicious ; and he feems to be equally averfe to the ule of 
the needle in cafes of this kind, as in thofe on other parts of 
the body. The directions for the management of the paticnts 
jn fuch fituations are well conceived: and the whole is ren- 
dered extremely clear and intelligible by the cafes which the 
author has occafionally introduced. 

The defcription of the operation of tapping is fufficiently 
accurate, and the particular circumftances attending it are 
treated with much clearnefs ; but we have obferved nothing 
that has not been long well underftood, in the very long ac- 
count which the author has given of it. He indeed difregards 
a bandage in thefe cafes: but we think that though the pro- 
feffor may not be in the habit of ufing a bandage after this 
operation, it is extremely ufeful in general, and in many cafes 


indifpenfably neceffary. 
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The obfervations on the dropfy of the ovarium are not im- - 
portant. - 

In the fourth chapter the author treats Of the c7efarian ope- 
ration, the fe€tion of the fymphyfis pubis, and the rupture of 
the uterus. The different modes of performing the firft, 
when it may be found neceffary, which we think will be very 
feldom, are detailed with perfpicuity and correétnefs. On the 
fecond the profeffor is not fo full’: he confiders it as an operation 
from which little advantage is to be expected. This is, we 
believe, now the general opinion of obftetric practitioners. 
The laft is confidered as an accident that occurs more fre- 
quently than has been commonly fuppofed. ‘The directions 
which are laid down for the management of the patient in 
cafes of this nature, are judicious and proper, though they do 
not contain muck novelty of information. 

In treating of different kinds of hernia, the author has occu- 
pied a confiderable portion of the firft volume. They are 
accidents that occur fo very frequently, that it was probably 
neceflary to give a full defcription of them: and in an ele- 
mentary work of this kind they cannot fail of being ufeful, by 
prefenting to the mind of the young furgeon corre& and de- 
terminate ideas of their nature, and the methods of managing 
them which have been attended with the greateft fuccefs, 
Profeflor Laffus has not indeed made any confiderable addi- 
tions to the practical directions contained in books of furgery 
on thefe fubjeéts ; but he has furnifhed the reader with what 
has been done refpecting them in a neat and convenient man- 
ner. What this writer terms the i/chiatic hernia, is, we be- 
lieve, very rare, and but little known? Papen has defcribed 
a cafe of this kind underthe name of dorfal hernia; and our 
author has met, with one inftance of this complaint, which 
was in a woman about thirty years of age. The tumor in this 
cafe was on the right fide. It was of an oblong form, indo- 
lent, without altering the colour of the fkin, of nearly the 
fize of the fift, and which, from its foftnefs and its not being 
eafily reducible, might have been miftaken, he fays, pour ux 
lipome. ‘The hernia in this cafe, we are told, was gradually 
cured by keeping the patient for fome time to bed, lying on 
her left fide, and by the application_of a proper comprefs and 
bandage. 

The fifteenth and fixteenth chapters of the firft volume are » 
on the ufe of the catheter, the introduction of the found, and 
the manner of puncturing the bladder in cafes of fuppreflion 
of urine. The remaining chapters contain an account of the 
{tone in the bladder, and of the different modes of operating 


for it,-—of the accidents which attend them,—and alfo of the 
means 
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means of removing flones from the urethra. Each of thefe 
heads is treated in a manner that muft be ufeful to thofe en- 
gaged in the cultivation of the art of furgery, though they 
will not furnifh them with much matter that can be confidered 


as new. 

The fecond volume commences with an account of the 
different {pecies of hydrocele. There the author differs in 
no very material refpect from the generality of writers on this 
fubject. His expectations from the ufe of vinous injeAions 
do not indeed appear to be fo fanguine as thofe of our country- 
man Mr. Earle, who has lately treated on that method of 
cure. The conclufions which the profeffor has made on the 
different modes of treatment, are thefe— 


© From the whole thefe conclufions may be drawn. ft. 
that when the hydrocele is in a pure and uncomplicated ftate, 
the vinous injection will generally produce a radical cure, and 
is preferable to the other means of cure; being fhorter and 
leis painful. 2d. But that when the difeafe is complicated 
with a hardnefs or ulceration of the vaginal coat of the tefti- 
cle; when the liquor which it contains is thick, puriform, or 
bloody ; and when hydatides are prefent, the method by in- 
cifion fhould be had recourfe to in preference to that by cauf- 
tic or’ by feton.’ 


From. the whole it would however feem that profeffor 
Laffus is not well acquainted with the improvements which 
have lately been made in the treatment of this complaint. 

The obfervations on the difeafes of the tefticles, and the 
means of removing them, as well as thofe of the penis, are 
ufeful, but contain nothing but what is to be found in almoft 
every treatife on furgery. | 

On the fiftula in ano, the author is more full. He begins by 
tracing the caufes of the difeafe, and {tating the particular 
circumftances which occur in its progrefs. After this the dif- 
rent modes of cure that have been in ufe are defcribed. The 
author chiefly advifes the cure to be attempted, in thefe cafes, 
either by ligature or incifion. There are, however, many ob- 
jections to the firfi; while, by fimply laying open the finufes, 
the difeafe may in general be removed with the greatett faci- 
lity. We believe that there are very few cafes that cannot be 
fuccefsfully managed in this way. 

On the treatment of cancer, the author, with moft writers 
on that diforder, confiders any attempt to remove the com- 
plaint, except by extirpating the difeafed parts, as altogether 
ufelefs. He, however, mentions feveral noftrums which have 
been cmployed in France, and which have been faid to — 
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the difeafe. On fuch remedies we think little dependence 
ought to be placed, either in ‘that country or‘our own. The 
methods of operating, in cafes‘of this kind, ate defcribed with 
accuracy and clearnefs. 

The manner of treating wounds which penctrate into the 
cavity of the cheft is juditious; and the reflections on the 
operation of the empyema are not without their utility. 

On wounds of the head, andthe application of the trepan, 
the authot is pretty full; and the remarks which he has in- 
troduced, have, in general,.a practical tendency, though they 
are not very numerous. In this part of the work, as well as 
many others, the profeffor elucidates the principles which are 
laid down, by the infertion of cafes. _ ~ 

We have alfo many ufeful ‘hints refpeGting the nature of 
cataracts of the eyes. The author thinks that proper diftinc- 
tions fhould be made between the different kinds of catara@t ; 
and that the citcumftances which mark their difference fhould 
be kept in view. Before Daviel difcovered the method of ex- 
tracting the cataract, the profeffor obferves that the epera- 
tion of deprefling it was generally employed, but that at pre- 
fent that method is totally abandoned. The reafons for which, 
he tells us, are os :—that it is not applicable to all the dif- 
ferent cafes of the difeafe ;, that it does not cure the meméra- 
nous cataraé?; that it is not ufeful when the cryftalline hu- 
mour is foft, or in a fluid ftate ; that the cutatistt cannot be 
prevented by it from returning, evén when it is if a folid ftate5 
that from thé injury done to the different parts of the eye, it 
is highly dangerous ; in fhort, that it is always a doubtful and 
uncertain operation. ch | 
~’ Some “of thefe objections, in our opinion, have not much 
foundation in truth; and we know from experience that ‘the 
difeafe may frequently be effectually removed in this way. We 
notwithftanding think with the ptofeffor, that the method by 
extraction is more certain. | 

After defcribing the different means of cure in cafes of 
fiftula lacrymalis, polypus of the nofe, aneurifms, &¢. the 
profeffor concludes by giving a pretty full account of the than- 
ner of operating in cafes where amputation is neceflaty. On 
the laft fubje@& he feems to have prefented us with moft of the 
improvements which have lately been made. 

On the whole, this work of profeffor Laffus will be found 
a very ufeful compendium of operative furgery, though the 
author has not availed himfelf of a// the nex modes of prac- 
tice that have been adopted in the art. 
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Demofihenis Oratia adversus Leptinem, cum Scholiis veteribus’ 
et Commentario perpetuo. Accedit Ali: Ariftidis Declama- 
tio ejufdem CaufJe@, in Germania nunc primum edita. Cura 


Frid: Aug. Wolfi.. Halis Saxonum, 1789. 
The Speech of Demofthenes againft Leptines, with ancient Scho- 


lia and a continued Commentary ;- to which is added the 
Farangue of /Elius Ay iftides in the fame Caufe. Edited b 
F. A. Wolff. 8v0. 8s. fewed. Imported by Efcher: +796. 


PROFESSOR Wolff of Halle has long borne a high rank 
among the numerous Jiterati of. modern Germany, in the 
department of philological learning ; and the illuftrative ac- 
commen? of this edition will not derogate from his early 
ame. | 
In an epiftle addrefled to a German friend, he alligns, as a 
reafen for feleéting the oration of Demofthenes againft Lep- 
tines, the particular adaptation of that harangue to the pre- 
vailing inclination of his countrymen for the mild and tempe- 
rate fpecies of oratory ; and he affirms, that he fcarcely ever 
received greater pleafure in the perufal of any piece of elo- 
quence in profe, than that which he felt on the attentive ftudy 
of this attra€tive fpeech. He at firft intended to publifh it 
with only a fmall portion of occafional notes; but, as is fre- 
quently the cafe, his annotations infenfibly increafed to a con- 
fiderable bulk; and he fo far indulged his fpirit of criticifm, 
that a regular commentary arofe under his hands... _._. 
His Prolegomena partake of the tedious diffufenefs of his 
commentary. The German commentators feem to be of opi- 
nion_that erudition can only be evinced by amplitude of -re- 
mark and multiplicity of ftri€tures. = 
This long Preface contains a ftatement of the fubftance of 
the oration, and a detail of the circumftances which gave rife 
to it, as well as of various particulars connected with the fub- 
ject. . It aifo comprehends an account of the {peech.of Ari- 
ftides, which was firft publifhed in 1785. Having found it 
in the library of St. Mark at Venice, Morelli gave it to. the 
world with a Latin interpretation and notes, It is more flo- 
rid and declamatory than the oration which it accompanies, 
but lefs weighty and forcible, and lefs recommended by the 
charms of genuine eloquence. , 
In the earlier part of the former oration, 2 paflage occurs, 
which is varioufly read in the manufeript copies. ‘The prefent 
editor has thus given it: ev de tw mposyparpai, und to doirov 
sever Ouvai, ivas, to Oxvas. This reading is preferable to that 
of Reifke, as well as to that of our countryman Taylor; but 


itis fill, in fome degree, harfh and uncouth. In a fubfe- 
quens 
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quent paffage, M. Wolff attacks Reifke for the tranfpofition 
of thé verb doxew to an improper place; and, indeed, it ap- 
pears that the fenfe is injured by that alteration; for the 
people did not merely /2em to follow Leptines, when they,ra- 
tified the law which he propofed, but really did adopt his 
fentiments; whereas, if he fhould give way to the abrogation 
of it, he would rather /eem to imbibe their inclinations, than 
aftually agree with them in his heart.—The difficulty of the 
fentenee, wv pev ye, Tov xpdvov, &s'c. is apparently removed by 
the explanations of our editor; the tefult of which we will 
tranfcribe, as it will ferve allo for a fpecimen of his Latinity; 
© Si vere deficiant cives cbeundis muneribus publicis pares, 
preeftare equidem crediderim, rem per contributionem fieri: 
Hoc modo parva inipenfa ad tinumquemque pervertiet, nec fe 
quifquam nimis oneratum queri poterit: contra; e Leptinis 
lege et ratione, quantumivis ea omnibus oneris levamentum 
promittat, ii tamien, quos vult levatos, nonnifi tamdiu vaca= 
tione fruentur, quamidiu hi, quos novos nunc addemus, in 
fun@tioné erunt, poft id tempus ipfi fumtumi faéturi nihilo 
minorem quai antea.’ He does not, however, admit the 
cogency of the arguirierits which he has here attributed to 
Demofthenes ; for he adds, not unaprtly, ‘ Oratoreizi veritate 
hic niti, nonnihil dubitem. Multum intereft, in annos fingu- 
los, an tertio quintove qudgie anno fumtus erogare cogamur.” 

In the difcuffion of thie fenténce, & of ev tdotes xa mrabovres, 
és'c. he reprehends the attemipts of Markland for the pretend 
ed correétion of an incorrupt part of the text. He fupports 
the paflage, wapetsGepe de avtov adds, &c. againft thofe who 
have impugned its propriety. He defends other points againf& 
the molt efteemed commeiitators ; reétifies various errors, 
fometiriies by mere punctuation, at other times by the aus 
thority of thanufcripts ; and difplays, in gerieral, both learn- 
ing and fagacity. ’ ) pay 

We dre furprifed to find no anriotations upog the fpeech of 
Ariftides. If M. Wolf thought it worthy of being publifhed 
with that of Demofthenes, it might alfo have been deemed 
deferving Of fonie illuftration. 





Recherches Pol: tiques fur P Etat Ancien et Moderne de la Pologne, 
appliquées a fa dernitre Revolution. Par F. P. Garran, 
Repré/entant du Peuple. Paris. 


Political Refearches into thé Ancient and Modern State of Po» 
land ; applied to the laft Revolution in that Country. 8vo. 
gs. Sewed. Imported by De Boffe. 1796. 


HE decree of ffaternifation by the French occafidned an 
alarm throughout Europe: the actual divifion of Poland 

By crowned heads did not produce a fingle remmonitrance from 
Arp. VoL, XVIII. New Arr. Oa any 
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any .of the ftates concerned for the balance of power, Every 
man of thought muft have made ferious reflections on the 
confequences of thefe two events: and his conclufions will 
be derided by men of weak underftandings or {trong  in- 
trigue. The one will be blinded by. the bal ene , the 
times; the other feels an intereft in betraying the rights 
_ of his fellow-creatures: a few years will take off the veil 

from the eyes of the firft; and the intrigues of the laft 
will be deteted. It fhould feem, however, that in compar- 
ing the two events together, if one party was bafe in the 
formation of its decree, the other was infinitely more wicked 
in putting a fimilar decree of its own into execution, andin 
exceeding every idea we can form of the atrocities of the 
French, by the bloody mode in which ifs plans were exe- 
cuted. 

The revolutions in France and Poland happened fo nearly 
at the fame time, that they muft be frequently the objects of 
comparifon ; and the difference of their fates muit excite the 
attention of the politician and philofopher. Poland, a,country 
much larger than France, was fubdued with fearcely a ftrug 
gle. France refifted the combined efforts of the greater part 
of Europe,—cartied war and defolation into the country of its 
enemies,—and faw by turns the fovereigns, who defpifed the 
growing republic, fupplicating for peace.. Whence could 
this arife ? Why fhould there be life and energy in one coun- 
try,—timidity, fervility, and bafenefs in the other? The one 
country difmiffed from its bofom the moft warlike nobility in 
Europe ; its warriors and its ftatefmen were*taken from the 
mafs of the people : in the other country the nobility managed 
all, the people were nothing; the nobles fell a prey to their 
own inteftine divifions ; and the majority were found to prefer 
private emolument and a foreign yoke to the happinefs, li- 
berty and profperity of their country.  ~ 

The reafon of this ftrange conduct in the Poles mutt, be 
looked for, not in-a few infulated facts of the prefent century, 
but from the hiftory and general character of the people. 
This hittory will be given differently by the writers of differ- 
ent nations ; and to arrive at truth, it will be ufeful to hear on 
this fubject the fentiments of a republican. Big with the fen- 
timents of liberty, the author employed his thoughts on the 
work before us, at a time when, the defpotifm of Robefpierre 
threatened the deftruction of his country. Active efforts at 
that moment were ufelefs ; and confident that the tyrant-would 
be dettroyed, he examined: the hiftory of Poland. with a view 
‘to augment the hatred of virtuous men againit all oppreflars, 
and to ridicule their indignation againit a cowardly coalitions 
whith could fpoil only a difarmed race of flaves.? From this 
fpecimcn we might prefume that there would be no COREG 
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mife between the author’s feelings and thofe of the ariftocracy: 
he:never {pares the latter: and juftice compels us to obferve, 
that the :conduét ‘of the ariftocracy in Poland juftifies moft-of 
his inve€tives.againft that order... 

A defcription of the country, and an inquiry into the hiftory 
of cits origimal inhabitants,.are the bafis of our author’s re- 
fearches: and the authorities which he. produces, fhow that 
he has not been a fuperficial.reader. The nature of the go- 
vernment is then well inveftigated, and the caufes which have 
prevented hitherto the progrefs of civilifation and the efta- 
blifhment of popular liberty in Poland, are expofed with true 
republican freedom. ‘The Poles were originally a horde of 
horfemen, whofe incurfions into an enemy’s country procured 
them flayes, to attend to domeftic and rural employments. 
Fence they held every. thing. in contempt, which was in- 
compatible with the life of horfemen: they alone were free; 
and this freedom, by the ftrength of their laws to exclude the 
lower order from ,any political employment, degraded both 
orders : the caft of the nobles became haughty, indolent, in- 
folent, - brutal, and oppreffive: the plebcians, bafe, fervile, 
and without-energy.. No laws could keep within bounds the 
infolerice of the higher order; no encouragement could raife 
from their degraded {tate of mind the children of oppreffion. In 
the author’s opinion, nothing can give life to Poland but the 
deftruétion of its nobility, the general fale of its ftarofties, the 
divifion, of the great fortunes, and a national convention, 
Thefe different articles of reform are recommended with great 
force,of argument: an attempt is made to fhow even the no- 
bility, that they would gain by mixing with the commonalty ; 
and the evils of their former conduct are painted in fuch 
{trong colours, and fo well contrafted with the mifery of 
their prefent condition and the glory of ancient republics, 
that even a noble Pole: might be induced to Jay afide his 
prejudices, and learn that his vaflal and himfelf are by nature 
equal, equally entitled to the protection of laws, and the ad- 
vantages of fociety. But, if the author produces not the de- 
fired effect on the Poles, he will have the fatisfa€tion of think- 
ing that his work mutt inevitably produce this impreffion on 
the mind of every thinking inhabitant of Britain and France, 
riamely, that a caft of nobles, an order of men proudly fetting 
itfelf apart from the reft of the country, muft inevitably pro- 
duce faction, and all thofe diforders which ever reiult from an 
inftitution contrary to natural and revealed reiigiou. 
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Nixavdge Arstipapuaxa. Nicandri Alexipharmaca, feu de Venea 
nis in Potu Cibove Homini datis, eorumque Remediis, Cara 
men; cum Scholiis Graecis, et Eutscnii Sophifle Paraphrafi 
Graca. Ex Libris Scriptis emendavity Animadverfionibusque et 
Paraphrafi Latind, illuftravit Fo. Gottlob Schneider, Saxo, 
Elogu. et Phil. Prof. in Viadrina Univerf. Hale. 1792. 


Nicander’s Poem concerning Poifons and théir Remedies ; ‘ace 
companied with Greck Illuftrations, and a Latin Parapbrafe 
and Notes, ‘added by Profeffor Schneider. 8vo. §s. Od 
Sewed. Imported by Efcher. 1496. 


AS fome even of our claffical readers may be unacquainted 

with the name of Nicandet, it may be proper to obferve, 
that he was a native of Claros, in Jonia; that he practifed 
the medical art with great reputation ; and that he flourifhed 
about the 140th year before the birth of Chrift. The poem of 
which this is a new edition, was confidered by the aricients as 
a work of merit and utility ; but the fuperior attainments of 
the phyficians of the prefent times, in that branch of thé 
healing art which is the fubje& of the poem (without regard 
to their pre-eminence in other departments of their profeffion), 
detraét from the valtie of the performance. It is not, hows 
ever, our bufinefs to difcufs the merits of this produ€tion of 
medical antiquity, but to examine tlie execution of the tafk 


undertaken by the German editor. 
‘The annotations of profeffor Schneider are too diffufe, ac- 
cording to the general cuftom which preteils among German 


commentators. He has quoted, without neceflity, a variety 
of paflages from medical and other writers, arid has amufed 
himfelf with fuperfluous illuftrations. 
As we cannot be expeéted to follow the editor in his extend- 
ed courfe of remark, we thall only fubjoin fome incidental ob- 
fervations, before we give a fummary opinion of his claims to 
public approbation. | 
The eleventh verfe of the poem has produced a note which 
exceeds three pages, on points which might have been briefly 
adjufted. With regatd to the phrafe, xvan emmexnrai, there 
is a difference of opinion between M. Schneider and two 
Greek f{choliaits; and the profeffor juftly animadverts on that 
interpretation which derives emmexatos from #Asiw, as if it 
referred to the act of fhutting or ftopping up; whereas it in- 
volves the fenfe of inclining, being regularly formed from 
xrxuvw, and relates to the fituation of avAn, ot the mouth of 
the ftomach. He differs from the Greek commentators ini 
the explication of other paffages; and the grounds of his ob- 
jections are generally ftrong. 
On the difputed reading of arxadowow, arn (v. 124), he obs 
, ferves 
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ferves that ad» and aan, in the fenfe of error, are fome- 

times ufed fynonymoufly.- In the next line, he retains qe 

dae, though we think that xeJan, ufed for cxsdasi, would im- 
rove the fenfe. He recommends adaaw for azaarw (v. 165); 
ut the ordinary reading is more appropriate. 

In a ludicrous paflage which compares the noife of a flatu- 
lent ftomach to the roarings of the feaor of thunder, we per- 
ceive an trragalorieg of grammatical conftru€tion, which re~ 
quires a remedy. Our commentator coujectures that there is 
a deficiency of a whole verfe. The reference of s%ouevs to 
a perfonal pronoun fuppofed to be underftood, and the intro- 
duétion of son in the mind, will perhaps rectify the diforder ; 
bur there will then be a difficulty, arifing from the comparifon 
of the perfon, himfelf to thunder ; though this objeétion may 
be removed by the confideration of thofe varied modes of 
fpeech which occur in the Greek and in other languages, and 
which will readily fuggeft themfelves to the learned reader. 

Inftead of accumulating remarks of praile, cenfure, or il- 
juftration, upon a poem which few will be tempted to read, 
we fhali conclude with obferving, that M. Schneider has ma- 
nifelted his knowledge of natural hiftory, and his philoiogical 
learning, in his interpretation of the medico-poetical labours 
of Nicander, 
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Voyage Philofophique et Pittore/que fur les Rives du Rhin, 2 
Liege, dans la Flandre, le Brabant, la Hellande, &c. fait en 
1790 par George Forfter, Pun des Compagnons de Cook. Trav 
duit de Allemand, avec des Notes Critiques fur la Phyfique, 
la Politique, et les Arts, par Charles Pougens. Paris, 


A Philofophical and Pifturefque Teur on the Bank: of the Rhine, 
in the Bifhopric of Liege, Flanders, Brabant, Holland, &c. 
undertaken in 1790 by George For/fter, one of the Companions 
of Captain Cook. Tranflated into French from the Gere 
snan, and illuffrated with Notes, relative to Natural Philo[om 
phy, Arts, and Poiitics, by Charles Pougens, 2 Vols. 8va 
10s. fewed. Imported by De Boffe. 1796. 


T* HE writer to whom this tour is attributed (or from whofe 
manufcripts it was compiled by M. Pougens) was diftin- 
guithed by a thirft of fcience, and a zeal for liberty. He was 
a native of Dantzic, whence he was fent to England in his ear- 
ly years; and his age did not exceed nineteen, when he ac~ 
companied captain Cook in his fecond voyage round the world. 
Of this voyage he publithed a well-written account. He af- 
terwards officiated as profeffor of natural hiftory at Caffel; 
prefided over the univerfity of Mentz, when that city was re- 
| 003 duced 
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duced by Gallic arms; and died im France after the formation 
of the republic. 

This work confifts of ee a letters, which are ace 
companied with a confiderable number of annotations. The 
firft epiftle contains nothing worthy of our notice. In the fe- 
cond we meet with.an account of a Moravian eftablifhment at 
Neuwied, near Coblentz. ‘The writer reprefents the indiyi- 
duals of this fociety as induftrious, virtuous, and intelligent. 
His next letter comprehends fome mineralogical {peculations, 
and a fketch of the contents of the ele€toral cabinet at Bonste. 
A brief defcription of the cathedral of Cologne follows, .ac+ 
companied with various refle€tions, moral as-well as archi- 
teGural. This church is reprefented as a chef d’euvre in 
the Gothic ftyle of building ; and its beauties are celebrated 
by our traveller in terms of rapture. The extraordinary hum- 
ber of priefls and beggars in the fame city could not but 
flrike him in his progrefs; and he animadverts on the preju- 
dices and bigotry of the former, and on the corrupt indolejce 
of the latter, whofe eftablifhment he confiders as highly dif- 
graceful:to the magiftracy. * When a number of wretches’ 
(we will tranflate the paflage) ‘are maintained and even encoue 
raged in idlenefs, it is a ftrong and unequivocal fymptom of 
diforder in the body politic, ‘The induftrious members of the 
community, being conftrained to fhare the produce of their 
labours with thefe mifcreants, are neceffarily difgufted with 
that government which authorifes fuch encroachments on la-, 
bour and honefty ; and even the dulleft of mortals, and thofe 
who are leaft inclined to complain, muft be of opinion that 
their rulers treat them injurioufly, in impofing on them the 
burthen of fupporting fo many individuals, who merit the 
contempt of the wife and the chaftifement of the magiftrate. 
"The refult of fuch a cuftom is, that he whofe foul is too fpirit- 
Jefs to urge him to a juttifiable refiftance, contraéts a political 
apathy, and an indifference to the public welfare ; for no go- 
yernment can truft to the patriotifm of the people, when they 
are injured and harafled.” Other remarks are {ubjoined, which, 
being lefs pertinent, we omit. 

_ Three long letters are devoted to a defcription of the paint- 
ings in the gallery of Duffeldorff; a collection which no longer 
exiftsin the fame flate. The next epiftle comprehends an account 
of Juliers and Aix-la-Chapelle, mingled with political obfer- 
vations. <« pleafing defcription is afterwards given of Bur- 
fcheid ; and the woollen manufa€tures of that town are repre- 
fented as extenfive and flourifhing. 
' "The vivacity and aétiyity of the inhabitants of Liege are 
contrafled with the phlegmatic dullnefs of thofe of Aix-la- 
Ghapele and the former are faid to refemble the French both 
in 
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in their perfons and manners. - The democratic fpirit- which 
this traveller obferved among them, gave him great pleafure, 
and Jed him into congenial reflections. Amidft thefe difcuf- 
fions, both he and his French, tranflator {peak contemptuoufly 
of the boafted freedom of the Englifh; and M. Pougens does 
not {cruple to aflirm, that they are mere flaves, with the word 
liberty infcribed on-their chains. , 

The importance of Bruffels has produced a multiplicity of 
remarks, deftriptive, characteriftic, philofophical, political, and 
hiftorical. A copious nartative is given of the contefts be- 
tween the court of Vienna and the Brabancons, and of the va- 
rious turmoils which agitated their capital 5 and the folly and 
fuperftition of a prieft-ridden people are exhibited in {trong 
colours. But a confiderable change has taken place in the af- 
fairs of Brabant and the difpofitions of the inhabitants, fince 
the time here referred to. 

We are afterwards entertained with concife defcriptions of 
Tournay and Lifle, and a more extended account of Dunkirk. 
This town fuffered confiderably from that check which was 
given to illicit trade by the commercial agreement of the year 
1786, between Great-Britain and France. The effects of this 
treaty were obvioufly perceptible at the time of Forfter’s vifit ; 
but commerce and manufactures were {till carried on with 
fpirit. The remarks on Oftend, which (the writer fays), from 
the great intercourfe of Britifh fubjects, bore the appearance 
of an Englifh town, are fuperfeded by the altered ftate of the 
place. In defcribing Ghent, lie fpeaks of the furious barbarity 
of the Auftrian foldiers, who, in the year 1789, burned a part 
of that city, and committed various acts of outrage. Eighty 
children, he informs us, perifhed on that occafion, either by the 
twords of the /atellites of defpotifm, or by the flames which 
confumed the habitations of their parents. 

In the letters which relate to Holland, a favourable character 
is given of the inhabitants; the {tate of commerce is properly 
defcribed ; the works of art, the cabinets of fcience, and the 
appearances of nature, are fketched with accuracy. 

The friends of monarchy and ariftocracy will not be pleafed 
with the political fentiments which are difperfed through this 
performance ; but the other contents of the work will afford 
entertainment and inftruétion to all parties.—The French 
drefs in which it appears, however, cannot be highly praifed ; 
for the flyle is alfeted, deficient in purity, and replete with 
barbarifms of modern fabrication. 
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Le Spefateur Frangais avant la Revolution, par le Citoyen De 
la Croix. Paris. 


Le Speftateur Frahgois pe le Governement Revolutionnaire. 

line 8 rie. 

The French Speétator before the Revolution, by Citizen de la 
 Creix. 8vo. 7s. Imported by De Boffe. 1796. 


The French Speétator ducing the Revolutionary Government, by 
the fame. 8vo. §s. Imported by De Boffe. 1796. 


(THE firft of thefe works was publifhed by M. de la Croix 
nearly twenty years ago. It appears to have been his in- 
tention to have prefented his countrymen with a periodical 
eflay in the manner of the Englith Speétator. But whether he 
was not at liberty to chaftife the reigning follies with the free 
pen of an Addifon or a Stecle, or whether he had not caught 
a fuflicient portion of their humour and fpirit, it is certain 
that Ais Spe€tator bears a very icanty refemblance to his mo- 
del. His outlines are frequently unfinifhed, and many of his 
papers are mere {craps ; the humour is tranfient, and the moral 
not always diftin&. Notwithftanding, the reader will occas 
fionally find fome of the features of the French character 
touched with neatnefs and fidelity. The letter of a hufband 
who poffefied only the title, the converfation with a beggar, 
the letter of a man become poor from vanity, and the plan of 
a moral Linnezus, may be mentioned as containing moft of 
the Addifonian {pirit.. The more ferious papers are ufually 
very long, and have a metaphyfical caft, which is averfe from 
the defign of a work profeffedly in imitation of the Spectator. 
But this manner of writing is beft adapted to the talents of 
the author; and we therefore find him more at home in it. 
The Second, or French Speétator during the Revolutionary 
Government. ‘This was undertaken while Robefpierre was 
in the zenith of his power, and being written with moderation, 
could not be very acceptable to the minions of that tyrant, 
* At this time,’ fays De la Croix, ‘the reputation of a mo- 
ralift expoied a man to more perfecution, than if he had even 
poffeffed the titles of a prielt or a noble.” This work, al- 
though not compofed on the fame plan as the Con/fitution of 
Europe, in five volumes, by the fame author, forms a kind of 
fuppiement to it, and conbits of thort effays, fuppofed letters, 
and anecdotes, relative to the progrefs of the French revolu- 
tion. Ja ail thefe the author difcovers a laudable defire to 
check the {pirit of party and of prejudice, and to confolidatg 
the republic by the unanimity of his fellow-citizens. Some 
of them are written with confiderable humour, chiefly at the 
expenfe of the emigrants and ex-nobles. From thefe we 
fhall give a fhort {pecimen, : 
* LETTER 
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¢ What! Mr. Spe€&ator, would you perfuade me that I am 
_ no longer noble, who can feel in my veins the blood of three 
generations purified from plebeian mixture ? To what purpofe 
then was it, that my grandfather, quitting commerce, pur- 
chafed a place in the treafury, that his fon was fixed in 
the chamber of accounts with the title of Chevalier, and that 
I was rendered illuftrious by the poft of Mafter of Requefts ? 
Is it in the power of man to derange the courfe of nature? 
Yes, I will maintain it, there is no more refemblance between 
a noble and a plebeian, than between the air and the earth, 
Never will I difgrace myfelf fo far as to believe that a magi- 
ftrate like me is not of a more delicate fub{ftance than an at- 
torney or a tipftaff; and yet there is not one of thefe 
heings who has not the folly to perfuade himfelf that he is 
hecome my equal, and who does not think he honours me by 
loading me with his coarfe familiarity. Ah! I hope the time’ 
will come, when every one fhall regain his place; we fhalt 
then fee how thefe little people will look, who have fo foon 
forgotten what they owe to us. 

€ I pramife myfelf the fatisfaction of humbling them by 
all my Sauteur, and punifhing them for their former infolence. 
But in the mean time, til this defirable moment arrives, how 
many contradi¢tions have I to cope with! One day Iam 
commanded to go upon the patrole with my fhoemaker, who 
preifes my hand as if he were prefling my foot. At another 
time they place me as a fentinel at the gate of a prifon; and 
there I am obliged to cool my heels, and keep off impertinent 
people, under pain of being imprifoned myfelf. 

© It happened to me to be placed on guard before the hall 
where our modern legiflators affemble ; and I was condemned 
to keep peace and preferve refpe&t, where I would have fain 
{aid that there was nothing but diforder and rebellion. What 
a mortification to fee power thus mifpjaced ; to hear with my 
awn ears the decrees which {wallow up my fortune, and reci- 
tals of victories which blaft my hopes; and to be compelled 
to feign joy, when my heart is enflamed with rage! This dif- 
fimulation would perhaps coft-me lefs troubie, if I faw any 
end to it. 

‘ If I muft continue in a ftate of: things which confounds 
me, my exiftence will be worfe than death ; all my fentiments 
are changing ; all my affections are departing from nature ; 
the fight of my children makes me fad. What a revolution in 
my Shotighes | I who ufed to blefs the fruitfulnefs of my 
fpoufe, becaufe fhe prolonged the race of nobles; inftead of 
bringiig chevaliers into the world, the has given life to no- 
thing but patriots, and expanded the growth: of republicans? 

| I Better 
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Better had it been for mie to’ have rémained-a bachelor. Be 
gone from me, creatures fotmed-for equality! come not‘néar 
me, unlefs to, preferve me from marching in the drefs of a 
foldier ; you are rio longer in my eyes the fprigs I expected 
to flourifh and adorn my old age. And you, unhappy com- 
panion of my difgrace, folicit not myembraces by your fweet 
endearments; expect not from me the’tender regards of your 
huiband, who ynited himfelf to you only for the fake of hav- 
ing illuftrious defcendants; to fhare with you his honour and 
confequence, and to enjoy the refpe& anmexed:to his high of. 
fices ; fince the purpofe of my marriage can be no longer ac- 
complifhed, I break my engagements, and return!to celibacy 
and nothingnefs. 

‘Behold, Mr. Speétator, the refolution to which I have 
been ‘driven by the fyftem I abhor. If all men of my rank 
adopt my principles, we will no longer give. being to children 
deftined to difgrace. Since we cannot overturn the republic 
at one blow, we will infenfibly undermine it by refufing the aid 
of our exiftence ; and if it Jafts in fpite.of our efforts, we fhall 
at leaft be free from the reproach of having contributed our 
afliftance, and incréafed the growth of new fruits ona foil 
which has produced nothing but briars to us.’ 


M. la Croix’s anfwer. to this letter is not written in the 
fame ftyle of humour. It is indeed a falling-off. 


> * THE ANSWER. 


©You have taken a refolution, Monfieur, which, fo far from 
alarming your enemies, agrees perfectly with their defires :— 
they wifh to have men only in their fociety; and while pre- 
tending to furnifh them with more, you have in fact furnifhed 
them with fewer. I advife you in the mean time to conceal 
your project and its motives ; for perhaps they may commence 
with plunging you into nothing, by way of convincing you 
that you are nothing.’ | 
_ The author’s obfervations on the caufes and effects of the 
revolution, fcattered through this volume, are frequent, juit, 
and ftriking; and his popular manner of writing, of which the 
letter above is no inconfiderable fpecimen, probably gives 
effect to his fentiments among the lower claffes of fociety,— 
if we may ufe fuch an expreilion in regard to the French 
nation. But there is an equality not yet eftablifhed in France, 
—that of talents and knowledge: and to thofe who poffefs but 
a moderate fhare of either, M. de la Croix may be fuppofed 
to fpeak with fuccefs, as he is a firm friend to the republic, yet 
averle from prejudice or violence of fentiment. From all that 
we have lately feen of the French writings, the reign of terror 
fecms to be over. xo 
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Traité des Maladies Chirurgicales, et des Opérations qui leur 
conviennent, par MM. Chopart et Default, Profejfeurs 4 
~~ PE cole Pratique de Chirurgie, Se. Paris. 


A Treatife on Surgical Complaints, and the Operations which 
‘are neceffary for their Removal. By Meffrs Chopart and 
Default, Profeffors in the Pra@tical School of Surgery, &&c- 
2Vols. 8vo. 10s. fewed. Imported by De Bofte. 1796. 


Pp HE utility of clear aud exaét defcriptions of diforders that 
require the aiiiftance of the furgeon, and of accurate and 
articular details of the methods of praétice which have ge- 
nerally been attended with fuccefs, muft be obvious to every 
one: ‘Thefe the authors of the prefent treatife feem to have 
dad in view, and at the fame time the forming of a kind of 
elementary work, to which the ftudents who attended their 
le&tures might occafionally refer. 

For the execution of fuch an undertaking with fuccefs, 
much experience was unqueftionably neceffary, and fuch as the 
practice of a large hofpital could alone fupply. Much of the 
materials that compofe thefe volumes feems to have been de- 
rived from the ntadiice at the Hofpital of Humanicy, formerly 
the Hotel-Dieu. 

Thofe who are converfant with the progrefs of furgery on 
the continent, cannot be unacquainted with the name of De- 
fault. The improvement of this ufeful art in France has 
been much indebted to his zeal and induftry. It appears from 
the account of his life, prefixed to this treatife, and which 
was written by M. Bichat, one of his pupils, that he was in- 
defatigable in his attention to the advancement of his profef- 
fion ; and that, though befet with difficulties of various kinds, 
he forced his way, by the exertion of his great talents, to, the 
firft and moft important chirurgical fituations in the country. 
He propofed, and ultimately, though not without confiderable 
difficulty, accomplifhed, the eftablifhment of a fchool at the 
Hotel Dieu, for the purpofe of inftru€ting the pupils of that 
extenfive hofpital in clinical practice. 

It was not only in this way that he endeavoured to extend 
the limits of chirurgical knowledge, but alfo by the publica- 
tion of ufeful obfervations and interejting cafes. With this 

intention, in the year 1791, he began a journal of furgery, 
which we belivve has been tranflated into our own language. 

Thefe are the chief particulars which immediately intereft 
the furgeon. 

The obfervations with which we are prefented in the intro- 


ductory part of the work, are judicious and important. It ts 
y here 
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here contended, and perhaps juftly, that furgery and medicine 
are more intimately connected than has generally been ima 
ined. The fame opinion has been maintained by an excel- 
ent practical writer of our own.country, Dr. Kirkland, in a 
valuable publication intitled, ‘ An Inquiry into the prefeng 
State of Medical Surgery.’ 

We alfo meet with many yfeful remarks concerning the 
operative part of furgery, and the various circumftances 
which are neceffary to s attended to in undertaking this der 
partment of chirurgical duty. The young furgeon may con- 
fult this part of the work with confiderable advantage, as it 
contains much valuable preliminary information, and the lead- 
_ ing_principles of his art, laid down in a neat and perfpicuous 

manner. ‘ 

Under the title * Difeafes of the Head,’ are confidered 
wounds of the teguments of the cranium, from pointed, 
cutting, and blunt inftruments, and from other bodies acting 
upon them in thefe different ways ; alfo contufions from fire- 
arms, necrofis, exoftofis, caries, depreffion and fraétures of 
the ,bones of the fkull; lefions of the brain and its mem- 
branes, the effects of concuffion on the dura mater, fungous 
tumours of the dura mater, the effects of concuflion on the 
brain, the operation of the trepan, and the encephalocele. 

The fymptoms and circumftances which characterife thefe 
affections, are in general defcribed with tolerable accuracy, 
and a degree of neatnefs, though frequently, perhaps, in toa 
concife a manner, The remedies and means of curing them 
are alfo for the moft part judicious and well directed. On 
fome few points, however, we have obferved modes of prac- 
tice inculcated, which have long been difcarded by furgeons 
of reputation in this country. 

Under .‘ Difeafes of the Face,’ are comprehended all the 
different affeftions of the eyes, the ears, the nofe, and nafal 
cavities, the mouth, and parts contained within it, the lips, 
and the jaws. From thefe we pafs to the difeafes of the neck, 
which are, tumours of the lymphatic glands, the wry neck, 
wounds of the neck, the difeafes of the larynx and the tra- 
chea, with their different operations, the complaints of the 
pharynx and cefophagus, and the-methods of removing them, 
and the operation for feton in the neck, ' 

Here we meet with the fame attention to correctnefs and 
brevity of defcription, as in the preceding part; and what we 
conceive to be the common practice of furgery in France, is, 
prefented to the reader in a plain and obvious manner. Much 


regard is paid, in this as well as other parts of the treatife, he 
. & 
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the more common objects of furgery, which indeed are fel-: 
dom to be met with in the larger works. 

In treating of the nature and -caufes of many of the difeafes 
which are here confidered, there does not feem to have been 
the fame degree of attention. On thefe fubje&ts we fre- 
quently meet with conclufions that appear to be vifionary,. 
and: by no means well fupported by the obfervation of other 
praCtitioners. 

‘In fome inftances too, there is a palpable neglect of pro- 
rly diftinguifhing the different varieties of difeafe.. The 
foelechoostt is an example of this kind; for it is well known 
that there are feveral varieties of that complaint, though in 
the prefent treatife we have only a defcription of that in 
which the thyroid gland is itfelf confiderably enlarged. The 
following is the account which is here given of it— 


¢ The goitre is an indolent {welling of the thyroid gland, 
which at firft, and even for fome length of time, feels foft, 
atid has not much appearance of enlargement, efpecially 
where its progrefs is but flow, and the neck of the patient 
pretty full; it is, however, frequently hard, and many years | 
if increafing to any confiderable fize, then becomes foft and 
painful. It fometimes becomes fo large, as to occupy the 
whole of the fore part of the neck and the fuperior part of the’ 
breaft, and even to impede circulation, refpiration, and deglu« 
tition, and from its preffure to render the voice weak or hoarfe. 
It is fometimes compofed of a yellowifh fluid fubftance, 
which, at other times, is clear and aqueous, white and thick, 
black and even brown, and is contained in one or a number of 
different cyfts 5 it is very rarely cellular or diftended with air. 
It is alfo met with in a hard farcomatous or fchirrous ftate, 
containing cartilaginous and ftony concretions, &c. The dif-) 
eafe is more common among women than men, efpecially 
thofe who are fubjeé to irregularities of the menfes, are preg- 
nant, or have ufed violent exertions when in labour. The: 
danger of tumours of this nature is to be eftimated from 
their. magnitude, the preflure which they exert on the fur- 
rounding parts, the abforption of the fluid which they con- 
tain, and from the degree of fuppuration. When the fwell- 
ing is fimple, foft, and not of too long ftanding, it will ge- 
nerally give way to proper diet, purgative remedies, or to the 
application of burnt {ponge, burnt cork, {mall bags of marine 
fait, or of fal ammoniac ; but if thefe remedies do not ac- 
complifh a cure, the difeafe muft be left to nature. If the 
tumour be painful, emollient applications fhould be employed; 
and when a free fuppuratien has taken place, the matter ought 
te 
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tebe difcharged without preflure, by an opening of about half 
an inch in length made in the moft depending parss.a bandage: 
fhould then be applied moderately tights in order td prevent 

the introduction of the air, and promote the complete dif-- 
charge of the matter. By this means, the parts.recovering 

their former condition, the’ difcharge ceafes; and.a cure is 

performed. But if, after opening the fwelling, a black dif- 

charge fhould take place, and the tumor {till continue of a 

large fize, it will be’ neceflary to lay at open’im its whole 

length, in order to comprefs and clofe the open veflels ; if this, 
be not done, the patient commonly dies; in a very fhort time. 

When the tumor is hard and fchirrous, its removat fhould- 
never be attempted by the knife, as an hemorrhage, which is: 
frequently fatal, generally fucceeds;, nor evem by the cautery, 
which is here a dangerous and moftly an inefficacitus means of 
cure. Topical bleedings, and fuch remedies .as evacuate. the 

colle€ted humours, are here alone to be employed.’: 


In the mode of treatment recommended in the early ftages 
of this difeafe, we do not find that either. frictions,-mercu-- 
rial, or faponaceous platters, have been made ufe, of, -)--, 

After the difeafes of the neck, we come to thofe of_ the 
chéft, wader which are defcribed the various affections, of, the 
vertcbre and ribs, complaints of the fternum,, and; the appli- 
cation of the trepan, the difeafes of the breaft. and -mipples,. 
and their modes of treatment, the different kinds of, wounds: 
of the cheft, and the methods of cure 5, ab{ceffes of the lungs,’ 
and extravafations of pus into the cavities of the cheft, hy- 
drothorax,. the operation for the empyema, aneurifms of, the, 
aorta, &ec. From thefe we proceed to,the difeafes, of theab-, 
domen, under which are comprifed the @iffexent affections and 
difordets of the bones of the pelvis aud coccyx, wounds of the, 
abdomen of different kinds, and from different inflruments 4, 
burns, different tumours, the cutting of the umbilical cord: 
different kinds of hernia, preternaturai anus, internal tumours. 
of .the belly,-ab{cefles of the liver, affections of the gali-blade, 
der, afcites,or dropiy of the belly, dropfies of the ovaria, 
fubftances lodged in the inteftines, fuch as worms, poifons, 
and.concretions, &c. ‘Thefe are the principal difeafes and af- 
fections that are treated of in thefe volumes. In confidering 
them, it is evident that the plan of proceeding from, iiie head 
to the extremities has been adopted without any regard to 
the affections of particular organs. ~But the diieates of ‘both 
the upper-and lower extremities are omitted, and. alfo many 
other complaints, wltich properly belong to this department of 
the medical profeflioa. | 
Effai 
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£ifai ab la. Polbigne et la, Légiflation an Romains. Trait 
P italien. Parise. .. > 


Effay on the Policy’ and Legi tation of the Romans; baat 
from the Italian. 12m. 35. 6d. a ee pial by De 
Boffe. 1796,. 


THE treatife of which -this ia a “trendiest aid to beve 
been written by the, celebrated Beccaria, though itis:pot 
certainly. known: to be his.work.: The author -reprefents the 
Roman conftitution in ai lefs advantageous light tham many 
former iwriters: haveidone, and blames thofe-who have blindly 
followed the opinions of ‘the admirers of that governments! 

The prefert volume not being anjorigina],. ous only con¢eral 
fiould be: withthe merits of ithe tranflation;.but as the Italian 
work is little known in this; paogdanniate fhall ao an ants 
line of its:chief.conténts.».- > 

The effayift, negleCting the eonfulératio’ a the. power of 
the fenate under the kings’ of. Rome,,afhrms, that thofe 
princes, in general, exercifed an arbitrary fway. . He iftigina~ 
tifes the revolution which fubverted:the. monarchy ;-asancex< 
change of: the defpotifim ofa perpetualfovereign for that: of 
two mattets, whofe power expired with» the curtent year ; atid 
we mutt allow, that the people did not derive from the change 
that full benefit to ‘which they were entithed pa difappomt- 
ment which frequently attends; revolutiosis:. »He cenfures the 
choice which the Roman deputies madgvofiéerecian: laws ¢ 
reprefents the laws of the twelve tables as better adapted taithe 
time of Romulus than:to the period at whith they were intro- 
duced ; and condemns, the Roman laws im the aggregate, as 
weil as the arbitrary interpretation of them. 

He docs not exhibit a flattering pictare of the modes of 
education which prevailed among the Romans; nor does: hte 
panegyrife their religious fyftem, with which, indeed; ‘various 
abfurditieS were interwoven. With refpcét to, population, he 
obferves thac they did not underftand the proper methods of 
encouraging it, but.that an oppofite effect necbilarily refulted 
from many of their inftitutions. He finds:fome difficulty in 
reconciling this opinion with ‘the accounts which have ‘been 
tranfmitted, of the number of Roman citizens at different 
periods ; but he is not inclined to give up the point. 

In treating of the ftate of flavery among the Romans, he 
feverely animadverts on the tyranny of their laws in that’par- 
ticular, as well as on the inhumanity of individuals towards 
the wretches who were thus fubjeéted to their will. ' His 
warmth an this topic is the effervefcence of a liberal {pirits 

He endeavours to prove that this celebrated nation hadian 


f imperfect 
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imperfect knowledge of agriculture, and that, whatevér may 
have been faid of the great regard paid to.that art, it did not 
receive the attention which it deferved. He alfo mentions the 


~ megle&t of commerce diiring the exiitence of the republic; 


and the inconfiderable progrefs ‘which was made, uider the 
fway of the emperors, towards the attainment of a complete 
= with the means of mercantile profperity. © 

n treating of prodigality, he divides it into two fpecies ; 
namely; the neglect of great landholders in the cultivation of 
their eftates, and the practice of lavifh expenditure. The 
former inftance is not properly claffed ; for he who does not 
cultivate his lands, may rather / faid to /ofe than to con/ume : 
he deprives himfelf, as well as others; of the eventual benefit 
ef his property, and thus manifefts not only an abfurd negli- 
gence, but an illibetal fpirit. A ptodigal perfon,; on the other 
hand, fuffers his expenfes to exceed. all bounds, derives vari+ 
ous indulgencies from his profufion, and promotes that circu- 
lation of his riches; from which others receive advantage; 
while his own ruin is rapidly approaching. This writer im- 
putes blame to the Romans for not having punithed indiferi- 
minately thofe whom he calls ptodigals of the firft clafs, 
without regard to the extent of their property ; and he repre- 
hends their treatment of the real prodigals as partial and un+ 
juft ; affirming that individuals of this defcription, with a pro- 
vifo of their purchafe of the produce and manufactures of 
their own country, merit encouragement rather than re- 
ftraint. >. . 

On the fubje& of fucceffions to eftates; lie imputes abfurdi- 
ty and inconfiftency to the Roman laws; and, entering into 
a difquifition concerning the practice of omer difpofal 
of property, he is of opinion that it has been productive of 
more mifchief than benefit; but his arguments on this head 
are far from being conclufive. 

In the fubfequerit chapters of the works; he condemns the 
eftablifhment of hereditary nobility ; cenfures the Romans for 
having authorifed the revocation of prefents; difputes the 
equity of their laws in the cafe of acquiring property by pre- 
{cription; and boldly attacks other inftitutions which they 
adopted. 

While this writer endeayouts to expofe thte weaknefs of 
thofe who idolife the Roman law and polity, he himfelf ruthes 
into the oppofite extreme, and affumes the character of a fe- 
vere cenfor. An affectation of fingularity has, perhaps, im- 
pelled him to this conduct. We manifefts; however, fome 
traits of acutenefs, and a fpirit of philofophical inveftiga< 
tion. 
..4as we have not feen the original effay, we cannot afcertaifé 

the 
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the accuracy of the tranflation; but we are at liberty to pro- 

- nourice our opinion of the ftyle ; of which we may affert, that it 

is more diftinguifhed by perfpicuity than by purity or elegance. 

Hiifiowe dela Décadence des Meurs chez les Romains, & de fes 
Effets dans les. derniers Tems de la République ; traduite de 
PAllemand de C. Meiners, par René Binet. Paris. 

Hiftory of the Decline (or progrefie Ccrruption) of Manners 

among the Romans, and of its Effects in the later Times of 
the Kepublic; tranflated from the German of Meiners, by 
Binet. 2mo. 4s. fewed. Imported by De Boffe. 1796. 
THs tranflation was publifhed as a companion to that 
which we laft criticifed. In the Preface, M. Binet re- 
prefents the ruin of the Roman republic as the confequence 
of depravity of manners; and he therefore recommends, to 
the new legiflators of France, the fedulous promotion of mo- 
rality and virtue, which, he.fays, were little practifed under 
the monarchical government of that country, and were nearly 
overwhelmed amid{t the late confufions of anarchy and the 
atrocities of profcription. . : 
Profeffor Meiners traces the incipient depravation of the man- 
- ners of the Romans, from their feries of triumphs fubfequent to 
the termination of the fecond Punic war. The influx of foreign 
wealth began to deftroy their frugal habits; and the contagion 
of foreign vices fapped the foundations of their ancient vir- 
tue. Cato, the flern cenfor, eagerly endeavoured to check 
the approaches of luxury and vice; and the efforts of other 
republicans of the old {chool were dire&ted to the fame ob- 
ject: but their exhortations and example were ineflicacious. 
The progrefs of corruption, profligacy, and diforder, became 
more rapid after the deftruction of Carthage and Corinth ; 
and it is traced by this author to the time of the Catilinarian 
confpiracy. But, as the work is a compilation from a well- 
known portion of hiftory, and does not abound with origina- 
lity of remark, we hall difmifs it with obferving that.it bears 
the marks of attention and accuracy, and that the tranfation 

appears to be well executed. . 

Homer: Operd omnia, ex Recenfione Frid. Aug. Weolfiiy qui de 
corundem Operum prifed et genuind Forma, variisque Muta- 
tionibus, et probabili Ratione emendandi, Prolegomena fcrip- 
jit. Halis Saxonum, 

All the Works of Homer, revifed by'F. 4. Wolff, who, in his 
Preface, has treated of their anttent and genuine Form, and 
their fucceffive — and has fuggefted the Means of re- 


t 56 
ular Emendation. 


ol. J. Svo. 145. femgd. Imported by 
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AVING iilluftrated various authors by theefforts of criti- 

cal fagacity, M. Wolff is now employed in an emenda~- 
Ape. Vou. X ) 


VIII. New Arr. P p tory 
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- tory review of the works of the prince of Grecian poets. As 
this is a tafk of no fmall labour, he has hitherto publifhed only 
the firft part, which contains the whole Iliad (divided into two 
volumes), and a copious mafs of Prolegomena. The text is ac- 
curately printed; but the points in which it varies from other 
editions will be more properly difcuffed when the profeffor 
fhall have favoured the world with the reafons of his occa- 
fional alterations, and fhall have communicated other particu- 
lars in a promifed commentary. The only obje&, therefore, 
of our prefent confideration, is the editor’s elaborate preface. 

He begins with animadverting on the imperfeé labours of 
thofe commentators who confult only a {mall number of nia- 
nufcripts, and endeavour to remove occafional doubts by the 
adduction of few authorities. That kind of revifion which 
he recommends is more regular, comprehenfive, and com- 
plete. He confiders that perion only as an able and judicious 
illuftrator, who has recourfe to a multiplicity of manufcripts, 
feeks the aid of all the ancient fcholiafts, accurately examines 
every fufpected reading, inveftigates the peculiar fpirit of the 
writer, and not only offers remedies for obvious ‘diforders in 
the text, but cures even thofe which are in a manner conceal- 
ed. That this rigorous fcrutiny has been applied to the 
works of Homer, he is difpofed to deny; and he therefore re- 
folved to undertake the tafk. 

Of the Englith critics, Barnes and Clarke, whofe editions 
of Homer are well known, he affirms, that the former was 
not a man of great fagacity or profound erudition, and that 
the latter, though an excellent philologift, was not pofleffed 
of that patient perfeverance which is requifite for critical ftu- 
dies. Barnes, indeed, though a man of learning, was not a 
confummate fcholar; and Clarke was not fufficiently phleg« 
matic to toil through the depths of collation. 

The Homeric editor with whofe labors M. Wolff is moft 
pleafed, is Ernefti. But even the endeavours of this com- 
mentator did not anfwer the wifhes of thofe who were eager 
to fee the Iliad and Odyffey in a ftate of purity. 

The profeffor congratulates the literary world on the ap- 
pearance of that mafs of /cholia which Villoifon has publifh- 
ed, and which he confiders as far fuperior.in’importance and 
utility to the remains of Euftathius and every other explicator 
of the poems of antiquity. ‘This treafure he has diligently 
explored ; and the fruits of his accurate refearch will gratify 
the readers of the prefent edition. 

There is reafon:to imagine that Homer did not commit his 
productions to writing ; but that he was accuftomed to recite 
them in public, and that the itinerant rhapfodifts or fingers of 


the time repeated them throughout the Grecian ftates. From 
this 
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this mode of communication, a confiderable diverfity was 
likely to arife; and, when the poems were afterwards tranf-, 
fetred from’ the frail repofitory of the memory to the more’ 
permanent record of writing, various grounds of conjecture, 
and opportunities of alteration,’ offered themtelves to the cri- 
tical tranfcriber 3 and, ow thefe occafions, the rude hands of 
ignarance and prefumptidn fometimes injured and vitiated the 
text. 

This opinion of the tranfmiflion of Homer’s poems by me- 
mory is {upported by M. Wolff with a variety of arguments 
and references, u/gue ad tedium. He alfo labours to prove 
that they bore a very different form in the time of the compo/er, 
(we will not fay the writer) from that which they received in, 
fucceeding ages. He maintains the difputed notion, that they 
were not written before the time of Piiftratus, or the imme- 
diate fucceilors of that ufurper of Athenian fway. . Upon this 
{uppofition, about four centuries muft have elapfed from the 
compofition to the manufcript publication of the Homeric ef- 
fufions. _ During that interval, both the Iliad and the Odyfley, 
in all probability, confifted of detached portions, different 
from the regular divifions in which they now appear. The 
lucidus ordo; the feries junéiuraque, were afterwards beftowed’ 
upon-them; and their original beauties, being more advan- 
tageoufly difpofed, became more graceful and attractive. 

Before the time of Zenodotus the Ephefian, eight copies of 
the works of Homer were efteemed more correét than‘ the 
re{t; but the particular times in which thefe appeared, and 
the tefpective {tate of the text of each, cannot be afcertained. 
From thefe and other copies, Zenomotar piephed a new edi- 
tion, preferable in fome refpects to every one of the former, 
but, at the fame time, abounding with inftances of ‘critical 
rafhnefs, of prefumptuous interpolation, and hafty fubtrac- 
tion. Ariftephanes of Byzantium was alfo an editor of Ho- 
mer; but he was in Iefs repute than Ariftarchus, his fucceflor 
in that tafk. This prince of ancient critics diligently applied 
himfelf to the correction of the Homeric text, and rendered 
it more confiftent with the rules of grammar and the laws of 
the poetic art; but he is accufed of having been too free in his 
alterations, and of having, not unfrequently, extinguifhed the 
fire of the bard by the frigidity of pedantic accuracy. His 
edition, however, was regarded by the ancients as the beft; 
and the text which we now read ‘was formed on his model. 

This fubje& we difmifs for the prefent, having exhibited 
the fubftance of the Prolegomena, as far as they now extend ; 
for even thefe prefatory obfervations are unfinilhed. 
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OF 


FOREIGN LITERATURE 
—— 
FRANCE. 


PASTOIRE Natutelle, &c. Natural Hiftory of African 
~* Birds, by Francis Levaillant, 2d part, large quarto. Paris, 
1796. ‘The readers of Vaillant’s Travels will know how to 
appreciate the merit of this fuperb work, which has coft the 
author fo much painful refeatch. Six f{pecies are contained 
in this number, which are faithfully delineated; but the au- 
thor, as he often intimates in his travels, is not a friend to 


fyftems, and leaves claflification to the pupils of Buffon and 


Linnzus. 
Manutl Revolutionnaires &c. Revolutionary Manual, or 


Moral Sentiments on the Polities of Nations in a Strate of Re- 
volution. Paris, 1796. An abridgment of the caufes, ef- 
fe&ts, and [pirit of revolutions, containing truths and ideas 
fuited to republicanifm. 

Probléme Politique, &c. A Political Problem. Paris, 1796. 
For fome time paft Europe has been over-run with Works on 
political arid civil legiflation, mioft of which are copies, the 
one from the other, with few variations, fuch as a difference 
of ftyles;or more or lefs of pofitivenefs in affertion. The pre- 
fent little work, however, deferves to be diftinguifhed from the 
common mafs. It turns on the qiieftion, What is the proper 
form of government for a people who have regained their li- 
berty, iol are jealous to preferve it? The author takes z 
hafty view of the forms of governnient eftablifhed in England, 
Venice, Rome, and Switzerland ; and ftopping at the United 
Privinces, difcuffes the federative fyftem, pointing out its 
faults, and concludes for a unity of government in a ftate, as 
the proper means to poe liberty. ‘The work has, therefore, 
been conipofed chiefly for the ufe of the Batavian people, and 


contains many juft and 2ppofite’thoughts on the torm of go- 
yernment they ought to adopt. 

Nouveau Probleme, &c. A new Problem to be tefolved. 
Paris, 1796. This ielates to the eftablithment of religion in 
a ftate, againft which the author contends. All who have 


written on this fide of the queftion, feem to haye bent the 
_ : I whole 
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whole of their attention to the abufes of religious eftablifh- 
ments; and it is to be regretted that their prominence fo fre- 
rey {trikes the eye. | 

Le Soirées Amufantes, &c. Amufing Evening Entertain- 
ments. Paris, 1796. A periodical collection of novels, from 
French, Englifh, German, and other writers. 

Les Aventures, &c. The Adventures of Anfelme, 4 vols. 
8vo. Paris, 1796. The firft edition of this work was pub- 
lifhed in 1790, in two volumes. ‘The author, Citizen Hour- 
caftreme, then promifed the prefent improved edition. It is 
not a romance, but properly a mifcellany of philofophy arid 
literature, chiefly with a view to give certain opinions on civil 
and criminal legiflation. 

Memoire fur l’Intérieur, &c, Memoir on the Interior Part 
of Africa, by Jerome Lalande, 4to. Paris, 1795. M. La-~ 
Jande contends, in oppofition to D’Anville, that the Niger and 
the Senegal are the fame river; and demonftrates the pra€lica- 
bility of traverfing the interior of Africa from weft to eaft. 
What Vaillant has actually done, fhows what may be done to 
vifit the moft barbarous nations, if the traveller’s obje&s be 
thofe of humanity and curiofity only, and not of plunder and 
ufurpation. 

De !’Huile, &c. On the Oil of Beech maft. By J. A. Bau- 
din, Deputy to the National Convention. 8vo. Piri. 1795. 
Inftruction fur |a Recolte, &c. Inftructions for the Colleétion 
of Beech-maft, and the Extraétion of its Oil. 4to: . In thefe 
pamphlets inftructions are given for the preparation of beech 
oil, which is faid to be equal in purity: to oil of almonds, and 
will keep frefh for fix or eight years. The firft of them is 
publifhed by the Committee of Public Safety; the fecond by . 
that of Agriculture and Arts. 

A new edition of Bourgoanne’s Travels in Spain js ahaut to 
be publifhed in Paris, by the author, with large additions. 
The former edition was tran{lated and printed in London, 
for Mefirs, Robinfons, in 1789, in 3vols. 8vo. A new edi- 
tion of Greflet’s Works is alfo in the prefs, with his pofthu- 
mous pieces, which were prefented to the, National Inftitute 
by M. Dumefnil. 

Citizen Gail has publithed the firft volume of the Works of 
Xenophon, tranflated into French from the printed editions, 
and four MSS. in the National Library. Citizen Gail is 
Profeffor of Greek at the French College, Cambray Piace. 
This edition is in oGtavo: but there are fome copies in quarto, 
on vellum paper, to be ornamented with plates by Barbier 
and Ingouf. The: tranflation is reckoned accurate; and the 
original is given with it, together with copious notes, -and 
varjous readings, 
Pp 3 Simpli- 
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Simplification, &c. Simplification of the Oriental Tongues, 
or a new Method of learning the Arabic, Perfian, and 
Turkith Languages, by C. F. Volney. Paris, 8vo. M. Vol- 
ney propofes that the Roman chara€ters fhould be fubftituted 
for the Oriental letters and vowel-points, provided they are 
calculated to exprefs the fame founds; and that books, Sil 


to commercial purpofes, fhould be printed in the Arabic, Per- 
fian, and Turkifh languages, thus altered. He likewife {pro- 
pofes that there fhould be fingle and appropriate charaéters for 
all the founds, whether confonants, fho=t or long ‘vowels, or 
diphthongs. Thefe improvements are illuftrated at confider- 
able length by the author, but are fuppofed better calculated 
for the immediate neceflities of the commercial man, than for 
the deeper refearches of the fcholar. 

Traité complet, &c. Complete Treatife on Ofteology, ac- 
cording to the Method of Default, by Hyacinthe Gavart, his 
Pupil. Second edition. ‘Io which is added, a Treatife on the 
Ligaments. 2 vols. 8vo. Paris. This is a very full collection 
on the fubje&t ; but the author has advanced fome opinions not 
fufficiently confirmed by experience, and, on the whole, appears 
chiefly in the light of a refpeCtable compiler, and admirer of 
his late mafter. ) 

Pafigraphie, &c. Pafigraphy, or Elements of the Art of 
Writing and Printing in one Language, fo as to be underftood 
in any other without Tranflation.—Such is the title of a work 
which is propofed to be printed at Paris by fubfcription; the 
author unknown. It is to teach a language that is merely 
written, and not to be fpoken. The author avers that it may 
be learned in a few hours, containing only twelve characters, 
which are totally different from the letters of all languages, 
and twelve general rules, which are precife, and applicable 
without any exception. It is impoflible for us to give our 
readers any idea of this work, although the utility of it would 
be of infinite importance. In one of the French Journals, 
however, we find the following intimation of the nature of 
the plan; * It will be,” fays he, * with pafigraphy, as with 
geography, where a certain point of interfection denotes a 
town, or an ifland. Let the town, &c. be called either Con- 
ftantinople or Stamboul, Londres or London, Paris or Parigi, 
&c. thofe who can take, at the firft glance, the longitude and 
Jatitude, will immediately name the country, the province, and 
the place, every one in his own language.” 


GERMANY. 


Predigten mit Rueckficht, &c. Sermons adapted to the 


Occurrences and Spirit of the Times, by Jofias Fred. Chrif- 
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tian Leffler, 8vo. 1795. Gotha. Thefe are excellent fermons 
of the moral kind. 

J.T. V. Selig, M. Plav. Obfervationes, &e. Medical Ob- 
fervations on fome very difficult Difeafes, by J. T. V. Selig, 
Phyfician at Plawe, 8vo. Leipfic, 1795. In this work, the 
author’s intention appears to have been to offer more accurate 
obfervations, more nice difcrimination of fymptoms, and a 
more clofe inveftigation of the caufes of the difeafes he writes 
upon, than has been afforded in former works. He afcertains, 
with great precifion, the circumftances under which the me- 
dicines prove beneficial or injurious, and has given a number 
of very interefting remarks. 

Verfuch einer, &c. Sketch of a Pragmatic Hiftory of Phy- 
fic; by Kurt Sprengel, 8vo. 3 vols. 1794, Hall. This work 
is divided into the following heads, 1. The Origin of Phyfic. 
2. Phyfic of the Egyptians before Pfammitichus. 3. Phyfic 
of the Greeks, from Chiron the Centaur, to Hippocrates. 
4. From Hippocrates to the School of the Methodifts. 5. Hif- 
tory of Phyfic from the School of the Methoditts to the De- 
cline of Science. 6. From the Decline of Science to the Re- 
vival of Medical Study under the Arabians. 7. From the 
Arabian Schools to the Revival of the Phyfic of the Greeks, 
8. Hiftory of the Hippocratic Schools of the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury. g- The Reform of Paracelfus. 10. Hiftory of Surgery 
in the Sixteenth Century. 11. Hiftory of the principal Anato- 
mical Difcoveries down to the Time of Harvey. Mr. Spren- 
gels throughout the whole, conneéts the hiftory of philofophy, 
o far as it has had any influence on the medical art. 

Krankheits und, &c. Hiftory and Cure of a Steatomatous 
Tumour in the Neck, by Jof. Wimmer, Door and Teacher 
of Surgery and Midwifery. 8vo. 1795, Gratz. This {welling 
was one foot nine inches in length, and was fuppofed to weigh 
from fixteen to eighteen pounds. It hung from the jaw down 
the neck. It was cured by a feton paffed through its whole 
length. 

Ueberficht der, &c. Review of the moft remarkable and 
ufeful Chirurgical Inftruments of Ancient and Modern Times, 
by J. Arnmann, M.D. 8vo. 1796. Gottingen. 

Neurologise Primordia, &c. Origin of Neurology, an Ana- 
tomico-hiftorial Difiertation, by J. F. Harles, 8vo. 1795. Er- 
jangen. In the courfe of an inquiry into what the ancients 
knew of the nerves, Mr. Harles determines that Plato was the 
lirft who diftinguifhed the nerves. 

Ueber Thierifcht, &c. On Animal EleCtricity and Irrita- 
bility; and the lateft Difcoveries on thefe Subjeéts, by Dr. 
C. H. Pfaff, 8vo. Leipfic, 1795. Dr. Pfaff thinks that animal 
electricity is different from eleétricity properly fo called, 
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though capable of being acted upon by the eletric fluid ; and 
that irritability is a power, fubordinate to the proper power of 
the nerves ;—and inclines to afcribe to the mufcular fibre a 
diftinet power, that of contraCtibility, which is produced and 
maintained chiefly by the biood. 

Gemeinnuetzige Naturgefchichte, &c. The Natural Hif- 
tory of German Birds, for the general Ufe of Readers of every 
Detiription, &c. By J. Mat. Bechftein, Mine-Countel!or to 
the Count of Schaumburg-Lippe, Vol. UI. 8vo. Leipfic, 
1795. This work, which is embellifhed with plates, has ob- 
tained the approbation of {cientific naturalifis as well as com- 
mon readers. 

Urb-r die Gefetze, &c. On the Laws of the Affociation 
of Ideas, and particularly on a Fundamental Principle of it hi- 
thertc unnoticed, by C. J. Bardili. 8vo. 1796, Tubingen. Mr. 
Bardili has difcovered a law of completement, which pervades 
all nature, and to which he refers all the modes of the affocia- 
tion of idcas, as to an endeavour to make a perfe& whole. 

J.D. Michaelis Literarifci.cr, &c The Literary Corre- 
fpcadence of J.D. Mi haclis, arranged and publifhed by 
J. Gott. Buhle. Vol. If. 8vo. 1796. The correfpozdeats in 
this volume are Michaelis, Buiching, Von Celtic, Winkel- 
m#n, Lowth, Woide, Von Hocphen, Bryant, Seeguer, Wep- 
Jer, C. D’Orvilliers, Olavus Rabcnius, Capperonier, Williams, 
Kennicott, Adler, Scheid, Dobrowfky, Linnzus, Norberg, and 
Fortier. 

Mifcellanecn, &c. Mifcellaneous Tra&s on the Antiquities, 
Hiftory, and Statiltics of Germany, by J. H. Mart. Ernefti. 
8vo. 1794, Hall. Moft of thefe have been printed before, fee 
parately, or in the Journals. 

Verfuch einer, &c. Sketch of an Introduction to the Me- 
thod of teaching the Deaf and Dumb to fpeak, by J. F. G. 
Senfe. 8vo. 1794, Leiplic. ‘The work contains the refult of 
the author’s inquiries on this curious fubjeét, and his own 
method. 

Hiftorifche Nachricht, &c. Hiftorical Memoirs of the teach- 
ing of the Deaf and Dumb, and alfo of Blind Perfons. 8vo. 
1794, Leipfre. Ihefe hiftorical Memoirs relate to the pro- 
grefs of the ichool for deaf and dumb perfons formerly under 
the care of the late Mr. Heinicke, and now under that of his 
widow. 

Denktrurdigkeiter, &c. Memoirs of Phyfic and Midwifery, 
extracted from the Journals of the Royal Pra@tical Eftablith- 
ment for teaching thefe Sciences, by Dr. Fred. Benj. Oflander, 
Profefior at Gottingeny 2 vols. 8vo. 1795. Gottingen. A 
valuable work, containing fome new inventions in midwifery, 
and may judicious remarks. 

Revifion 
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Revifion des Vorziiglichern, &c. Review of the principal 
Difficulties in the Theory of Electricity, particularly what re- 
_ to two Kinds of it; in Letters publifhed by L. L. 8vo. 

eipfic. 

Befchreibung, &c. Defcription of the Town of Saltzburg, 
and furrounding Diftri&, with its Ancient Hiftory, by L. Hueb- 
ner, 2 vols. 8vo. :793. A very accurate account of one of 
the famous cities in Germany. ; 

Fordern Grofle. &c. Do great Virtues or great Vices re- 
quire the greater Powers of Mind? A Philofo hical Dialogue, 
by G. Henrici. 8vo 1795. Leipfic. Our author's pinion is, 
that true virtue alone denotes greatnefs of mind. 

Neue Abhandlungen, &c. New Memoirs of the Royal 
Bohcimian Society of Sciences, Vol. II. 4to. Prague, 1795- 
The following are fome of the papers in this volume: Re- 
marks on the Worms inhabiting Hydatids in the Liver, by 
Profeffor Prochafka. Remarks on the Degrees of Heat in the 
high Furnace ; and the Influence of the State of the Atmo- 
fphere on Meta lurgic Operations, by Count Sternberg. De- 
{cription of an Anemometrograph, which notes down the dif- 
ferent Directions of the Wind in the Abfence of the Obferver, 
by the Chevalier Landriani. Solution of fome Problems re- 
{pecting the Eilipfis, by Baron Pakafi. Defcription of an In- 
ftrument for meafuring the Percuffion of a Stream of Water, 
by Mr. Wolimann. The Elevation of the Pole at the Royal 
Obfervatory at Prague examined by the Altitude of the Sun 
and Stars, by Aldys David. On a new elaftic Refin from 
Madagafcar, by J. Mayer. Defcriptions and Figures of the 
Ramphaftos Viridis, and the Momota Lin. by Dr. Spalowfky. 
Theory of the Force of Percuflion applied to Water-wheels, 
by Profeffor Gerftner. An Account of a Journey to Sweden 

in 1792, undertaken at the Requeft of the Society, by Do- 
browiki, in order to fearch for MSS. taken away at the Sack- 
ing of Prague by General Koenigfmark, and fent to Sweden. 

Pragmatifche Ueberficht, &c. Philofophical View of the 
Theology of the later Jews, by Politz, Second Profeffor of 
Morals and Hiftory at the Equeftrian Academy at Drefden. 
8vo. 1795, Leipfic. This volume contains only the prole- 
gomena to a greater work. 

Predigten, &c, Sermons adapted to the Spirit and Wants of 
the Times, by C. G. Ribbech. 8vo. 1796, Leipfic. Recom- 
_mended for their tafte and elegance. 

Locke on Tolefation has been tranilated into the German 
language, and: publithed at Leipfic. 

Anfangfgriinde der Medicinifchen, &c. Elements of Me~ 
dical Anthropology, and Medical Policy and Jurifprudence, 


by Dr. Juft Chriftian Loder. 2d Edit. 8vo, 1794, bec 
This 
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This edition contains an enumeration of the moft important 
writings‘on the fubject, fince the publication of the firft in 
3791. ; : 3 
Neue Bemerkungen, &c. New Experiments and Obferva- 
tions in Phyfic and Surgery, by Dr. J. C. A. Theder, 1795, 
Leipfic. 

Magazin fiir die, &c. Repofitory of Pathological Anato-. 
my and Phyfiology, by A. F. Hecker, Part I.» 8vo: Altena, 
1746. The plan of this work is, to contain important ana- 
tomico-pathological cafes; phyfiologico-pathological inquiries 
into the {tate of the organs and animal fubftances in difeafes, 
with regard to their qualities, mixture, powers, and exertion 
of their powers; experiments and ob/ervations on the human 
body, expofed to certain unufual intpreffions, in order to know 
their effeéts ; experiments with medicines and poifon on men 
and brutes $ diffeCtions of living animals in various ftates ; ex- 
aminations of the refults of thefe inquiries with refpect to phy- 
fivlogy, diagnoftics, femeiotics, and therapeutics ; review of 
ancient and modern writings on pathological anatomy and 
phyfiology. 

Monographia Bombyliorum, &c. Defcription of the Bom- 
bylit of Bohemia, illuftrated with Plates, by J.C. Mikan, 
M.D. 8vo. 1796, Prague. 

Nomenclator Entomologicus, &c. ‘The Entomological No- 
meneclator, drawn up according to the Syftem of Fabricius, 
with the Addition of fuch Species as have been lately difco- 
vered, and the Varieties, by Fred. Weber. 8vo. 1795, Ham~ 
burg. In this work the order agenata is completely reformed. 
The genus cancer is divided into twelve new genera, and afa- 
cus mto fix. 

Betrachtungen, &c. Refle€tions on the Fertility or Bar- 
renmefs, and ancient and prefent State, of the principal Coun- 
tries in Afia, by C. Meiners, Aulic Counfellor, Vol. I. 8vo. 
19795, Leipfic. This volume contains the weftern part of 
Afia; and’a fecond wiil contain the remainder. Itis intended 
as an introduction to an inquiry into the origin, bodily form, 
way of thinking, &c. of the people by whom Afia has been 
inhabited in our times, or who, not !ong before,. peopled it. 

Gotha, und, &c. Gotha and its Environs, by A. Kiebe, 
with Plates. 8vo..1796, Gotha. 

Ueber die Rettung, &c. On faving Movables and Houfe- 
hold Furniture in cafes of Fire; an Effay, which obtained a 
Prize from the Society of Sciences at Goftingen, by J. Mel- 
chior Moeller. 8vo. 1796, Erfurt. | 

Neue Beytrege, &c. New Memoirs of the Ancient Hif- 
‘tory of Printing in Bohemia, with a complete View of every 


thing 
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thing pertaining to it, dated in the 15th Century, by C. Un- 
gar. 4to. 1795, Prague. 

Queftionum Philologicarum, &c. Specimen of Philologi- 
cal Queftions, by H.C. A. Eichftedt. 4to. 996, ‘Leiptic. 
The author confines himfelf here to Theocritus only, and 
difplays much critical {kill and judgment, particularly in his 
emendations. . 

Codex MS. &c. An Account of a MS. of the Epiftles 
of Peter de Vincis, in the Epifcopal Library at Zeitz, by M. 
C. J. Mueller, 410. 1794, Leipfic. 

De Corpore, &c. On Gruter’s Infcriptions (with Notes 
and Obfervations by T. Reinefins’, by M.C.J.Mueller, 4to. 
1793, Leipfic. Mueller has alfo publifhed on B. Bertram, a 
Jearned philologer of the 17th century, andon’ Svuidas. He 
feverely attacks Olearius, the publifher of notes on Suidas. 

Braga und Hermode, &c. Braga and Hermode, 7 ¢. Apol- 
Jo and Mercury, or a New Magazine of German Antiqui- 
ties relative to Language, Arts, and Morals, Vol.I. Part I. 
8vo. 1796, Leipfic. This is a revival of the Bragur of Mr. 
Bockh. 

Beytrege, &c. Fragments of the Hiftory of the Middle 
Age, by J. Ern. C. Schmidt, Vol. I. 8vo. 1796, Gieflen. 
Thefe fragments confift of the life and character of Boniface, 
the apoftie of the Germans ; a conjecture that he was one of 
the principal inftr:ments that placed Pepin on the throne; 
proofs that the coronation of Charlemagne at Rome was an 
intrigue of Leo. III. The epithet of Great is taken from 
Charles, and given to Gregory VII. 

C. A. Tiedge, &c. The Works of C. A. Tiedge,+ Vol. f. 
8vo. 1796, Gottingen. This volume confilts of poetical 
epiltles of the moral kind. 

Des Herrn C. V. Ayrenhoff, &c. Works of Cornelius 
Ayrenhoff. 4 vols. 8vo. 1796, Vienna. The firft three 
volumes confift chiefly of plays, which have confiderable 
merit. Vol. 1V. contains a feries of letters on the moral and 
political ftate of Italy, written in the years 1785—1786. He 

remarks, of the Italians, that, in cafe of a war, little could be 
expected from them. 

Commentationes Theologice, &c. Theological Comments 
publifhed by J.Cafp. Velthufen. 2 vols. 8vo, Leipfic. Thefe 
relate to the explanation of the fcriptures, and to ecclefiaftical 
hiftory ; they are the produ€tion of various authors, Rhein- 
had, Schrurrer, Ruperti, Rofenmuller, &c. &c. 

J. Dav. Michaelis, &c. Small Traéts of J. D. Michaelis. 
8vo. Jena. ‘This volume contains, a Letter on the Chrono- 


Jogy, from the Flood tothe Time of Solomon ; Obfervations 
on 
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on the Chronology, from Abraham to the Departure of the 
Jews from Egypt; further Elucidation ofthe Opinion of Le 
Clerc, on the Hour of our Saviour’s Crucifixion; and a Com- 
mentary on the Cherubs of the Hebrews. 

Paufanie Grecix Defcriptio, Grece. An Edition of Pau- 
fanias, in Greek, by J. Fred. Facius, 2 vols. 8vo. Leipfic, 
1795. ‘This edition has many accurate emendations and 
ymprovements, but is cenfurable. for omitting fome of the moft 
important obfervations in the edition of Kuhn, and having 
no Latin tranflation. 

Memorabilien, &c. Memorabilia, a Philofophicc-theolo- 
gical Work, by Profeffor Paulus, Vol. VII. 8vo. 1795. We 
have already noticed the former volumes of this work. The 
prefent contains, Refults of Fulda’s Free Inquiry into the Canon 
of the Old Teftament ; Diflertation on the Gift of Tongues 
on the firft Day of Pentecoft, by Profeifor Schmidft, of Uim; 
an Effay on Daniel IX. 21. &c. by J. E. Ch. Schmidft ; Difs 
quifition on the Number 40 in the Old Teftament, by Bruns, 
&e. &c. 

Die Schriften, &c. The Writings of St. John, tranflated 
and explained, by S.G. Lange, Vol.I. 8vo. New Strelitz. 
This contains the Apocalypfe only, which Mr. Lange confi- 
ders as the earlieft genuine production of John. In it- we 
have an introduction, a literal verfion, and a grammatico- 
hiftorical illuftration. : 

J. Aug. Erneiti Obfervationes, &c. J. A. Ernefti’s Phi- 
lologice-critical Obfervations on the Cfouds of Ariftophanes, 
and Jfofephus’s Antiquities; to which are added Olearius’s 
Notes on Suidas. 8vo. 1795, Leipfic. Thefe pofthumous 
works of Eruciii ave publilhed by J. Ch. G. Ernefti, of 
Leipfic. 

Pr Ah ¥. 


Le Pitture, &c. Reprefentation of an ancient Earthen 
Vafe, found in Magna Grecia, and belonging to H's Royal 
Higinnefs Prince Staniflaus Poniatowfki; with an Expiana- 
tion, by Em. Qu. Vifconti. Fol. 1794, Rome. From the 
decorations on this vafe, which was found near Bari in Apu- 
lia, it appears that arabefques, with animals iffuing out of 
foliage, are more than 2000 years old, and were ufed by the 
Greeks before the time of Alexander. 

Biblioteca Eccletiaftica, &c. 2vois. 8vo. Pavia, 1795. A 
collection of mifcellancous traéis, the moft valuable of which 
are hiftorical. 

Fondamenti della, &c. Elements of the Chemico-phyfi- 
eal Science, by Viacenzo Dandolo. 8vo. 1795, Venice. 
"This work partakes of the nature of an elementary treatife, 

and 
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and of a di€tionary, and is well calculated to diffufe a know- 
ledge of chemiftry in pafts“‘where it has hitherto been rather 
neglected. The author is a profefled advocate for-the aatiphio- 
gittic fyftem. ) 


PRUSSIA. 


Tables Genéalogiques, &z.. Genealogical Tables of the 

ne: Thoufand and Twenty-four Quarters of their ‘Royal 
Highneffes the Princes of Pruflia, Grandfons of his: Majefty 
Frederic William Il. King’ of Pruffia; by the Prince ‘de 
Bethune: Folid, 1795, Berlin. © A work obvioufly of very 
confined tfility. ) 

Reife eines -Liefleuders, &c; A Journey from Riga to 
Warfaw, through Southern Pruflia, and through’ Breflau,, 
Drefden, Carfbad, Bayreuth, Nuremberg, Ratifbon, Mu- 
nich, Saltfburg, Lintz, Vienna, and- Klagenfurt, to Botze 
in Tyrol, by a Livonian. 8vo. 179§-6, Berlin. A work 
replete with amuling remarks, and confiderable information 
refpecting the characters of the principal perfons concerned 
in the Revolution of Poland. ‘ 

Ueber Genf, &c. On Geneva and the Leman Lake, by 
C. A. Fifcher. 8vo. 1796, Berlin. .'This work contains many 
remarks on the ftate of politics at Geneva, and chatacters of 
the principal actors in the late difturbances. 

Luther’s Pedagogik, &c. Luther’s Pedagogits, or Thaughts 
on Education and Scholaftic Difcipline, collected from. Lu- 
ther’s Writings, by Dr. Fred. Gedihe. 8vo. .1792, Berlin. 

Codicis Manufcripti N. T. &c. An Examination of the 
Rauian Greek MS. of the New Teftament, preferved in the 
King’s Library at Berlin; by Ge. Gottl. Pappelbaum. Sve. 
1796, Berlin. .Mr. Pappelbaum proves that the Rauian MS. is 
no more than a compilation from two printed editions. 

S.'T. Somering uber, &c. ST. Soemmering on the Or- 

gan of the Soul. 4to. 1796, Konigfberg. Mr, Soemmering 
is of opinion that the fluid contained in the ventricles of the 
brain is the fenforium commune, or feat of the foul. 
__ Darftellung des Jetzigen, &c. Picture of the prefent 
War between Germany and France, with a particular View 
to the Part taken in it by Praffia, to the Conclufion of the 
Treaty of Peaceat Bafle, by J. E. Kifter.. 8vo. 1796, Ber- 
line This is a defence of the meafures of the Pruflian court, 
and compiled, no doubt, un@r its aufpices. 

Verfuche einer Gefchichte, &c. Sketch of a Hiftory of 
Dantzic, from authentic Documents and Manufcripts, by 


Dr. Dan. Gralath. 3 vols. 1789-9!, Konigfberg. 
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HOLLAND. 


Het Bock Job, &c. The Book of Job, t:anflated from the 
Hebrew, with Obfervations, by H. A. Scultens; publithed 
and completed after his Death by M. Muntinghe. 8vo. 1794, 
Amfterdam. M. Scultens contends that the book of Job was 
not written after the captivity, and that the two firft chapters 
are a modern addition, firft made when this book was admit- 
ted into the canon of the Jewith church. 

Verhandelingen en Waarneemingen, &c. . Effays and Ob- 
fervations on Natural Hittawys chiefly relating to our own 
Country, by J. Florentius Martinet, Fellow of the Dutch 
Society of Sciences. 8vo. 1795, Amfterdam. Thefe con- 

.tain fome ufeful materials for a natural hiftory.of the United 
Provinces, and, if we miftake not, have already been printed 
in the Haarlem Tranfa@tions. 


RUSSIA. 


Materialien zur Kenntnifs, &c. Materials towards a Know- 
ledge of the Ruffian Empire, publifhed by H. Storch. Vol. I. 
8vo. 1796, Riga. 

Ueber den erften, &c. On the firft Campaign of the 
Ruffian Army againft the Pruflians in the Year-1757, pub- 
lithed from the original Record of General J. H. Von Wey- 
marn, by A. W.Hupel. 8vo. 1794, Rigas This is a work 
of great authority and information, and relates to an inte» 
efting period of the feven years’ war. 


SWEDEN. 


Aametkningar til Sweriges, &c. The Maritime Law of 
Sweden, by Jaf. Alb. Flintberg. 4to. 1794, Stockholm. 
‘Che fame tranflated into German by Dr. E. F. Hagemeitter, 
who proves that the Swedith laws are not applicable to the 
German provinces of Sweden. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Politifche Wahrheiten, &c. Political Truths, by Fred. 
Ch. Baron Von Mofer. 2 vols. 8vo. 1796, Zurich. Baron 
Mofer’s zeal for liberty is curioufly contrafted by his obftinate 
adherence to the dogmatic fyfteém of the church. In other 
ref{pects he is a moderate writer, and averfe to popular licen- 
tioufnefs as well as courtly ny 

Salomon Gefner, &c.e Solomon Gefner’s Life, by J. J. 
Hottinger. 8vo. 1796, Zurich. A corre account ot the 
life of this eclebrated man, though from the hand of rather 
a partial friend. 
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“Sep TEMBER to the End of the Year 1796: 


ES Oe 


FRANCE. 


HE. negotiation for a general peace, which has lately 
been carried on at Paris, has excited not only the at- 
tention of the people of Great Britain, but of Europe in ge 
neral.. To the progrefs and circumftances of this negotia- 
tion it will be requifite.to pay the moft candid attention ; 
and though it may juftly be confidered as too great a facri- 
fice, to expect us.to throw off every prejudice and partiality 
in favour of our nztive country, yet, by confidering the great 
political interefts of Europe in oppofition to the local claims 
and feparate intevcits of Great Britain, we may be enabled 
to take a fufficiently enlarged view of the fubjeét, and to 
form a conclufion which will probably be as impartial as 
the limited faculties of man, and the unconquerable influ- 
ence of the felfifh paflions, will permit. 

To every reader of hiftory, * the political balance of Eu- 
rope” is a phrafe which mutt be fufficiently familiar. ‘The 
inordinate ambition incident to the rulers of great ftates 
has always rendered it neceflary to erect barriers againft 
their encroachments, and to balance the paflions and inter- 
efts of mankind in fuch a manner that they may act in 
counterpoife to each other for the general advantage and 
fafety of the great commonwealth of Europe. The difad- 
: vantages, 
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vantages, indeed, attending very extenfive territory (as iti+- 
ftanced in the fplendid example of the Roman govern- 
ment), it might have been expected, would have operated to 
deter even rulers themfelves from the vifionary and unpro- 
fitable projeét of univerfal empire. Yet the vanity of men 
is too often fuperior to their fenfe of intereft ; and this pro- 
ject has not only been entertained by one of the ableft and 
moft powerful princes that modern hiftory prefents to our 
view, the emperor Charles Vth, but by one who was greatly 
his inferior in talents as well as in refources, Louis XIVth 
of France. The, balance of Europe was originally main- 
tained by a confederation, chiefly of the proteftant {tates 
of Germany, fupported by one or other of the great powers, 
according to circumftances and fituation. Several caufes, 
however, have latterly concurred to render any fimilar 
league of little confequence ; the petty flates of Europe are 
become too infignificant, and, from the want of a ftrong 
bond of union (fuch as religion), too little united, to be 
able to form the leaft counterpoife to the ambition of the 
great ftates. Spain is no longer a military power; Great 
Britain being only potent on the fea, can effect little to- 
wards maintaining the independence of the continental 
ftates; the refources of ‘Turkey are no longer fuch as'to 
render her either formidable as an enemy, or effective as an 
ally ; and the Northern ftates are almoft in a fimilar fitua* 
tion. If France, therefore, as Mr. Burke announced in a 
former publication, had been really blotted out of the map 
of Europe, and if the alliance between Ruflia, Auftria, and 
Pruffia, had ftill exifted, thefe powers might have parti- 
tioned the whole of Europe, with almoft the fame facility 
that they divided Poland. ‘To crufh entirely the power of 
France, therefore, whatever her form of government, would 
not be the act of awife ftatefman, fince fhe forms the only 
effectual barrier againft the ambition of three flates, which, 
from local interefts, are naturally united, and, from their 
power and refources, are truly formidable to Europe. The 
immenfe acceflion of territory, and, what is more, of popu- 
Jation, gained by each of thefe powers in the late partition 
of Poland, ferves to render them in every refpeét {till more 
formidable. It fhould never be forgotten by a ftatefman, 
that each of them has acquired, by that tranfaction, a terri- 
tory equal to England in extent, the moft fertile of Europe, 
and containing between three and four millions of people. 
Ir 
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It fhould be remembered alfo, that thefe are not held by a 
precarious tenure, fuch as that by which Auttria retained 
the Netherlands, according to the joyeu/e entrée, but asa con- 
quered people, and in the ftrong fetters of military de- 
{potifm. 

In this ftate of public affairs, we do not hefitate to pro- 
nounce that it would mot have been the objeét of a great 
ftatefman, in the character of prime minifter of Great Bri- 
tain, to fecure all the interefts and power of the houfe of 
Auttria, much lefs to facrifice to it any eflential advantage ; 
it would rather have been his obje& to circumfcribe its 
power within, or nearly within, its ancient limits, by de- 
taching from it the provinces of Brabant and Flanders; it 
would alfo have been his objeé& to raife up fome fifth inde- 
pendent power, which might form a ufeful check-wheel 
at lea{t in the great political machine; and this would have 
been completely effeéted by the union of the Flemith pro- 
Vinces with the Dutch republic. The interefts of the houfe 
of Orange might have been fafely left to the operations of 
time ; fince it never can be to the advantage of any prince to 
owe his reftoration to external force only, and not to the 
will of the people. Thus a power would have been confti- 
tuted, confifting of.a population of between fix and feven 
millions of induftrious and opulent inhabitants, between the 
great empires of Auftria and France, which would have 
been a medium of commerce, and a ufeful check on the am- 
bition of its neighbours. : 

Againft this rational and advantageous arrangement for 
Europe, there were two impediments in the late negotia- 
tion. Firft, the finances of France being in fome degree 
implicated with the poffeflion of the Netherlands ; and, fe- 
condly, the abfurd and ill-advifed treaty between the em- 
peror and Great Britain, ‘* that neither party fhall lay 
down their arms, till the territories conquered from either 
by the French fhall be completely reftored.” 

If the unreafonable prejudices of the Britifh minifter 
again{ft the Dutch people could have permitted him to pay 
that attention to the interefts of Holland which found po- 
licy demanded, he might then have been allowed to look a 
little to his own. In a moral view, we may join with the 
ceconomifts in deprecating the evils of an overgrown com- 
merce ; but (unfortunately perhaps) circumftances are now 
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fuch, that the very exiftence of Great Britain feems to dé* 
pend on the maintenance of its comnierce. If, therefore, 
{o advantageous a conceflion had been made to the Bataviari 
republic; as that of an union with Belgium (an union, which, 
we have authority for faying, is defired by both parties), 
England might reafonably have demanded for itfelf the pof- 
feflion of Ceylon and the Cape of Good Hope, and thus 
would have divided the fpice trade, &c. with the Dutch 
republic. In return, too, for the peaceable attainment of 
the whole of St. Domingo, there is reafon to believé that’ 
the French would willingly have ceded Martinico to Great 
Britain, a pofleflion invaluable in time of war, and fearcely 
lefs profitable in time of peace. Many and great advantages 
might alfo have been obtained in a general treaty of com- 
merce with France; and thefe, though not a complete in- 
demnity for our lofies and expenfes during a difaftrous war, 
would yet, it mult be corfeficd, have rendered the evil more 
tolerable. | 

Upon what plan, or with what view, it was determined 
m the Britith cabinet to facrifice all thefe advantages to the 
intereits of the houfe of Auftria, we are utterly at a lofs to 
conjéecture.—But this we will venture to affirm, and on this 
aflertion we are willing to ftake our reputation, that the 
terms propofed by our ambaflador (which our minifters 
knew, before they were propofed, would not be accepted*} 
were infinitely more difadvantageous to Great Britain and 
to Europe, than thofe which we have now fketched as the 
bafis of a treaty, and which, we have the utmoft reafon to 
believe, would have been complied with.—But it is time to 
pafs from fpeculation to narrative, and to give our readers « 
fhort hiftory of this unfortunate negotiation. 

Lord Malmefbury, who was appointed by the Britifh go- 
vernment on the important mifhon which was to reftore 
peace to Europe, left London on the 15th of Oétober. On 
the 24th, he prefented to M. Delacroix, the negotiator on 
the part of the French republic, a memorial prefling the 
eftablifhment of a‘general principle, as a bafis for definitive 
arrangements. In the firft conference after the delivery of 
this memorial, it was demanded of the Britith negotiator, 
whether he was furniihed with powers and inftructions 





* See the anfwer to Mr, Wickham’s note, in our Appendix to Vol. XVI. 
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from the other belligerent powers to negotiate in their 
name? His lordfhip anfwered in the negative; but added, 
that when the directory fhould have explained themfelves 
relative to the principle laid down in his memorial, he would 
difpatch couriers to inftruct the different courts in the ftate 
of the negotiation, and to receive their orders. The Eng- 
lifh ambaffador was then afked, whether he could not at 
leaft {pecify the principle of retroceflions which concerned 
the French republic and Great Britain? His lordfhip re- 
plied, that after the directory fhould have explained itfelf, 
he would likewife fend couriers for inftructions upon this 
point. When thefe proceedings in the negotiation were 
made known to the executive directory by M. Delacroix, 
they defired him to acquaint lord Malmefbury that they 
regarded his propofitions as offering nothing but dilatory 
or very diftant means of coming to the defired conclufion; 
they exprefied their belief that the Britifh government 
meant, by the prefent propoiitions, only a renewal, under a 
more amicable form, of Mr. Wickham’s propofals laft year; 
they difagreed with the memorial refpeQing the fubjeét of 
the bafis of negotiation, which ought not to relate to the 
principle of ceflion, but to the common neceffity of a juit 
and folid peace; neverthelefs, they would not reject any 
means of reconciliation; and intimated, that as foon as lord 
Malmeibury fhould produce to them fufficient powers from 
the allies of Great Britain to ftipulate for their refpective 
interefts, they would give a fpeedy anfwer to the propofi- 
tions which might be fubmitted to them. 

Lord Malmefbury, on the 12th of November, having re- 
ceived fome further inftructions from his court, prefented 
another note to M. Delacroix, importing, that, with regard 
to the injurious and offenfive infinuations contained in the 
laft anfwer of the direCtory, the king had thought it far be- 
neath his dignity to allow any reply whatever to be returned 
on his part. M. Delacroix, in the name of the directory, 
returned an abrupt anfwer the fame day, defiring that the 
Englith ambaflador would point out dire@tly the objects of 
reciprocal compenfation which he had to propofe ; and re- 
minded him that the breaking off of the armiltice by the 
emperor and king was no fign of a difpofition in him to 
conclude a peace upon equitable terms. 

The correfpondence which immediately fucceeded was 
truly infignificant, and beneath the importance of the ne- 
Qq2 gotiation: 
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gotiation. Lord Malmefbury, however, at length perceiv- 
ing the growing neceflity of obtaining further inftruétions 
from his court, difpatched Mr. Ellis, fecretary of the em- 
bafly, to London, in the month of November, for that pur- 
pofe. 

Every impartial obferver muft have perceived, that, even 
at the commencement of the negotiation, both the negoti- 
ating powers were aware that it was likely to break off with- 
out the defired effect: the Britifh cabinet probably knew 
that they had terms to offer which would not be acceded 
to; and M. Delacroix, from the hefitation and delay inthe 
Engiifh ambaffador whenever he was preffed to deliver the 
actual propofals, inferred that the Britifh minifter had fome 
indirect purpofes to anfwer by delay. 

In order to expedite the delivery of the Britith ultimatum, 
the executive diretory, on the 27th of November, ordered 
their minifter Delacroix to inform lord Malmefbury, that 
they then made a formal and pofitive declaration through 
him, of their having agreed to the propofed principle of 
compenfation and mutual conceflion, defiring his lordthip, 
at the fame time, “ to defignate, without the leaft delay, 
and exprefsly, the objects of reciprocal compenfation 
which he had to propofe.” Lord Malmefbury, in anfwer 
to this urgent requeit, replied, that he would, without 
delay, fend for the inftru€tions of his court upon this im- 
portant point. 

On the 17th of December, the Britifh plenipotentiary de- 
livered to M. Delacroix a confidential memorial, contain- 
ing the principal objecis of reftitution, compenfation, and 
reciprocal arrangements. ‘This paper, in the feries of cor- 
refpondence, is numbered 28, and contains the propofals of 
his Britannic majefty. 

-Firft, his majefty demands the reftitution to his majefty 
the empéror and king, of a// Ais dominions, on-the footing of 
the fatus ante bellum. 

_ 2. The eftablithment of peace between the Germanic em- 
pire and France, conformable to the general fafety of Eu- 
sope. 

3. The evacuation of Italy by the French troops, with an 
engagement not to interfere with the internal affairs of that 
country, which fhould be eftablifhed, as far as pofhible, upon 
the footing of the fatus ante bellum. 


In the courfe of the negotiation, a more detailed difcuf- 
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fion was to be entered into of the farther meafures which 
it might be proper to adopt refpecting the objects of thefe 
three articles. 

Second. With regard to the other allies of his Britannic 
majefty, his majefty demanded that there fhould be re- 
ferved to her majefty the emprefs of all the Ruffias, a full 
and unlimited power of taking part in this negotiation 
whenever fhe might think fit, or of acceding to the defini- 
tive treaty, and thereby returning to a ftate of peace with 
France. 

Third. His Britannic majefty demanded, that her moft 
faithful majefty might be comprehended in this negotia- 
tion, and might return to a ftate of peace with France with- 
out any ceflion or burdenfome conditions on either fide. 

Fourth. On thefe conditions his majefty offered to France 
the entire and unreferved reftitution of all the conquetfts 
which he had made on that power in the Eaft and Weft 
Indies. His majefty offered, in like manner, the reftitution 
of the iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, and of the fithery 
of Newfoundland, on the footing of the fatus ante bellum. 
But if, in addition to this, his majefty were to wave the 
right given to him by the treaty of Utrecht, of oppofing 
the ceffion of the Spanifh part of St. Domingo to France, 
his majefty, it was intimated, would then demand, in return 
for this conceflion, a compenfation which might fecure, in 
fome degree, the maintenance of the balance of the refpec- 
tive poflefhons in that part of the world. 

Fifth. In all the cafes of ceflion or reftitution which 
might come in queftion in this negotiation, there was to be 
granted on each fide, to all individuals, the moft unlimited 
right to withdraw, with their families and their property, 
and to fell their land and other immovable poffeflions; and 
adequate arrangements were alfo to be made, in the courfe 
of the negotiation, for the removal of all fequeftrations, and 
for the fatisfaction of the juft claims which individuals of 
either fide might have to make upon either government. 

The next paper in the feries of this negotiation is No. 
29, entitled a confidential memorial on the peace with 
Spain and Holland, and, in reality, is a fecond part of the 
preceding memorial. It ftates the conditions on which his, 
Britannic majefty wifhes to include thofe two powers in a 
general peacee Refpecting Holland, it afferts, “ that his 
Britannic majefty and his allies find themfelves too nearly 
Qq3 interefted 
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interefted in the political fituation of thofe provinces, to be 
able to confent in their favour to the re-eftablifhment of the 
JSlatus ante bellum with regard to territorial poffeflions, unlefs 
France could, on her part, reinftate them in all refpeéts in 
the fame political fituation in which they ftood before the 
War.” 

With refpeé to Spain, this memorial afferts, ‘* That if 
the Catholic king fhould defire to be comprehended in this 
negotiation, or to be allowed to accede to the definitive 
treaty, this would meet with no obftacie on the part of his 
Britannic majefty.” . 

Thefe two papers, the principal in the whole correfpon- 
dence, were delivered to M. Delacroix on the 17th of De- 
cember, by lord Malmefbury, two days after the return of 
Mr. Ellis from London to Paris, 

The two negotiators met about eleven o’clock on that 
day, and remained in converfation upon this important to- 
pic till about one. M. Delacroix, after reading the confi- 
dential memorial with much attention, faid, ‘* that it ap- 
peared to him to be liable to infurmountable objedtions ; 
that it feemed to him to reguire much more than it conceded, 
and, in the event, not to leave France in a fituation of pro- 
portionate greatnefs to the other powers of Europe. He faid, 
the act of their conftitution, according to the manner in 
which it was interpreted by the beft publicifts, made it im- 
poilible to do what the memorial required. The Auftrian 
Netherlands were annexed to France; they could not be 
difpofed of without throwing the nation into all the confu- 
fion which muft follow a convocation of the primary affem- 
blies.” ‘he purport of lord Malmefbury’s reply was, 
‘© That, by the treaties exifling between his Britannic ma- 
jefty and the emperor, the two contracting parties recipro- 
cally promife not to lay down their arms without the refti- 
tution of all the dominions and territories which may have 
belonged to either of them before the war.” 

To this M. Delacroix replied, ** That the prefent govern- 
ment would be reprehenfible in the extreme, and deferve 
impeachment, if they ever fuffered the Netherlands to be 
reftored; that Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruflia had, by the par- 
tition of Poland, increafed their power in a moft formidable 
degree ; that England, by her conquefts, had redoubled her 
ftrength, and was enabled, by her Indian empire alone, to 


fubfidife all the powers of Europe againft France ; and that 
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her monopoly of trade had put her in poffeffion of a fund of 
inexhauftible wealth.” 

In the courfe of this converfation, lord Malmefbury in- 
formed the French minifter, that he mutt not harbour any 
expectation that his majefty would relax, or ever confent to 
fee the Netherlands remain a part of France. 

The day after this convyerfation, lord Malmefbury re- 
ceived a note from the directory, through the hands of M. 
Delacroix, defiring him to fign the confidential note, which 
had been fent without a fignature, and to deliver, within 
twenty-four hours, his w/tinzatum, figned by him. His lord- 
fhip having complied with the iormer requeit, received, on 
the 1gth of December, a note from the direCtory, informing 
him, in anfwer to his two notes of the 17th aad rgth of 
December, ** That the French executive directory will liften 
to no propofals contrary to the conititution, to the laws, 
and to the treaties which bind the republic.” His lordfhip 
was aifo ordered, in this note, 7 depart from Paris in eight 
‘ and forty hours. 

In our laft Appendix, after relating the events which oc+ 
curred in five fucceilive days of vidtory , we left the cele 
brated general Buonaparte in pofieflion of almoft af the 
emperor’s dominions in Italy, except the city of Mantua, 
and the imperial troops feeking fhelter in Roveredo and the 
defiles of the Tyrolefe. 

Soon after thefe tranfactions, gencral Wurméer, with 
great intrepidity and fkill, collected the forces under his 
command, and, with confiderable reinforcements, attempt- 
ed to secnver the loft dominions of his i imper ial mafter, On 
the gth of September, he was informed of the arrival of a 
large body of French troops at Vicenza, under the com- 
mand of general Maffena; he immediately found it necef- 
fary to defile along the Adige, which he crofféd at Porto 
Legnago. On re next day, Maflena paffed the fame river 
at Roncon, while general Angereau marched from Padua to 
Porto Legnago, being under the neceflity of reinforcing his 
left, to prevent the Aultrian forces from retreating by Caf- 
tel Baldo. General Buonaparte, on the 11th of September, 
made arrangements to cut off the retreat of general Wurm- 
fer ; in order to effect this defign, he ordered a wing of his 
army to take the village and bridge of Cerea, which they 
effected ; but, from the circumftance of a part of the troops 
milftaking their road, the Auftrians were enabled to rally, 
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and afterwards retook both the village and the bridge. The 
French commander in chief marched thither himfelf upon 
the firit report of cannon: but it was too late. The Au- 
{trians then made good their retreat, who would otherwife 
have been in the utmoft danger of being made prifoners. 
General Wurmfer, during the night of the 11th, made the 
moft rapid marches towards Mantua: early ia the morning 
he arrived at Nogara, where he was informed that the 
bridges of the Molinelia were cut down, and that the ene- 
my waited for him at Caftellaro; he therefore defeated 
their intention by defiling by the bridge of Villa Infpenta. 
The French on the roth of September attacked and took 
Porto Legnago; and, after fome parley, the garrifon, confitt- 
ing of 1673 men, furrendered themfelves prifoners of war. 
The victors found there 22 pieces of field ordnance, and 500 


_ men who had been made prifoners by the Auitrians in the 


battle of Cerea. 

General Maflena on the 14th of September marched to- 
wards Mantua, and attacked the Fauxbourg St. George; 
the engagement began at noon, and the French were de- 
feated with confiderable lofs. 

On the 15th, the French were informed that the Auftri- 
ans had drawn out nearly all the garrifon of Mantua to de- 
fend two pofts called the Favourite, and St. George, in 
order to preferve the means of procuring forage for their 
numerous cavalry. The republican troops therefore, un- 
der general Bon, in the afternoon of the fame day attacked 
the Auftrians pofted béfore St. George; and the French 
generals Pigeon, Victor, and Kilmaine, &c, marched by 
the right to pafs the Auftrians. ‘The battle began on 
both fides with great {pirit ; the French in a fhort time pe- 
netrated the centre of the Auftrians, carried the poft of St. 
George, and took 3c0o prifoners, with 25 pieces of can- 
non. 

In confequence of thefe fuccefles of the republicans, 
general Wurmfer was compelled to fhelter himfelf with all 
his forces in Mantua, whence he was enabled however to 
make fome fucceifsful forties. 

The emperor, upon receiving intelligence of thefe dif- 
afters, immediately ordered large reinforcements to march, 
under the command of general Alvinzy, to the relief of 
general Wurmfer: but the French commander was pre: 
pared for their reception. On ix 6th of November, a ub 
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fore, as general Alvinzy was on the point of prefling for- 
ward his advanced guard, Buonaparte commenced a fevere 
action upon the whole line; night put an end to the conteft, 
without either party having gained or loft any ground; on 
the next morning the French took another pofition. The 
Auftrians under general Davidovitch had in the mean time 
made themfelves mafters of ‘Trent. 

This action was called the battle of the Brenta; the 
French and Auftrian accounts were materially different as 
to their refpective lofs, and each claimed the victory; 
though, from an attentive confideration of the particulars, - 
we are of opinion that the French were worfted. General 
Alvinzy, foon after the battle of the Brenta, formed a 
junction with the columns of the Tyrol, and found himfelf 
at the head of 40,000 men. 

Buonaparte, not difmayed by the fupericrity of his anta- 
gonift, on the 15th of November advanced near to the vil- 
lage of Arcola with a defign to attack the imperial forces ; 
he found a bridge in his way in poffeflion of the enemy, 
from which they kept up a heavy fire; the French march- 
ed up to it feveral times; but not having in the firft in- 
ftance evinced.the fame courage as at the bridge of Lodi, 
they were repeatedly repulfed; and general Angereau, 
with the colours in his hand, advanced in vain at the head 
of acolumn to force Arcola; determined however to gain 
poffeffion of that place, general Buonaparte proceeded with 
all his etat-major at the head of Angereau’s divifion ; after 
recalling to their minds their brave conduct at the bridge 
of Lodi, he perceived a moment of enthufiafm, and with- 
ing to take advantage of it, threw himfelf off his horfe, feiz- 
eda ftandard, darted at the head of the grenadiers, and ran 
to the bridge, exclaiming, ‘‘ follow your general !” The co- 
lumn was fhaken for a moment; the troops however were 
only thirty paces from the bridge, when the tremendous fire 
of the Auftrians reached the column, and caufed it to fall 
back at the moment when their enemies, according to this 
general’s report, were aboutto run. At this inftant feveral 
of the French generals were killed or wounded. Buona- 
parte and his principal officers were at laft overpowered ; 
the general himfelf was thrown with his horfe intoa marth, 
whence, under the fire of the Auftrians, he efcaped with 
difficulty ; he remounted, the columns rallied, and the im- 
perial troops were afraid to quit their trenches. 


At 





57° Review of Public Affairs. 

At the approach of night the French arrived at the vil- 
Jage of Arcola, which they took, with a great number of 
prifoners. The next morning the Auftrians attacked them 
at all points, but were repuifed by general Maffena’s co- 
jumn with great lofs. ‘The two armies fought again on the 
17th of November with great ob{tinacy; and Lecacvises.' to 
the French accounts, the republicans gained a complete 
vilory on that day. The Auftrians, having abandoned all 
their pofitions, retreated during the night to Vicenza. It 
was faid that they loft during thefe different engagements, 
in killed and wounded, ten thoufand men; the French had 
a great number in killed, but their lofs in prifoners was not 
fo great as that of their enemies: they had however no lef, 
than feven generals wounded ; two of whom died of their 


wounds. 

For a confiderable time very few rencounters of import- 
ance took piace in Italy between the French and Auttrian 
armies; and at the end of the year 1796, general Wurmfer 
remained in Mantua clofely blockaded by the French. 

The army of the Sambre and Meufe under general Jour- 
dan, after their fuccefsful career in Germany, and the taking 
of Bamberg and Forfheim in the month of Auguft, experi- 
enced a fatal reverfe of fortune. Intoxicated with victory, 
and concluding the dominions of the emperor to be at their 
mercy, the foldiers of the French republic, it is faid, ful- 
lied their name and their former glory by diforder and 
plunder. Strong reinforcements, and the courage of their 
troops, enabled the Au(ftrians to compel their enemies to 
retreat. General Jourdan was obliged in a fhort time to 
abandon all his pofts on the Lahn, and retire towards the 
Sieg. 

The Auftrian troops paffed the Lahn in purfuit of the 
French, and general Kray was on the 19th of September at 
Herboon, and advanced towards Delenbourg.and Siegen. 
The French in the mean time made great exertions to for- 
tify themfelves in Neuwied. On the 19th of September, 
general Hotze, in advancing towards Hochftebach, found 
means to bring on an a¢tion with the rear guard of the 
French, and defeated them with confiderable lofs. Mar- 
ceau, a French general of divifion, and of diftinguifhed 
merit, was wounded and taken prifoner; he foon after 
ied, and he received from his enemies the honours due 


toa brave man. 
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A body of Auftrians under count Merfeldt advanced in 
the mean time into the Margraviate of Baden, and furprifed 
and difperfed the troops which the French had left in that 
country. About this time, the archduke perceiving a pro- 
per opportunity to undertake his projected operations to- 
wards the Upper Rhine, ordered licutenant-general We- 
mefh to advance on the 22d of September to Ukerath 
and the Sieg; and at the fame time the archduke marched 
himfelf towards the Meine. He croffed the river on the 
asth, and leaving a confiderable referve cantoned betwixt 
Mentz and Frankfort, proceeded towards the Upper Rhine. 
In the mean time the French army was confiderably re- 
inforced, under general Bournonville, who was appointed 
by the executive directory to the chief command, in the 
room of general Jourdan. After overcoming confiderable 
difficulties, this general effected a retreat acrofs the Rhine, 
where no important operations have fince taken place. 

In our laft Review of Public Affairs, we left the French 
army uader general Moreau in poffeflion of Stutgard, and 
making fuch rapid ftrides into the interior of Germany as 
to caufe the emperor to tremble upon his throne at Vien- 
na- Excited by terror, and aided by large fums of money 
from the cabinet of St. James’s, the tottering monarch left 
no effort untried to augment his forces; and his exertions 
were happily feconded by the bravery of his troops and the 
fkill of his generals, who by repeated acts of valour com- 
pelled at length an enemy to retreat, whofe energy and 
courage gave additional brilliancy tothe victory. 

The operations of the French general Moreau alfo on this 
occafion, and the {kill and bravery which he difplayed in his 
retreat, have gained him the appiaufe of moft military men. 

On the roth and 11th of September he quitted his pofi- 
tion on the left bank of the Yfer; zeneral La our follows 
ed him clofely, and the Auftrian general Nauendorf watch- 
ed his motions, and on the 14th had an engagement with 
his rear-guard, in which the Auilrians were faid to have 
taken a thoufand prifoners. 

' General Moreau, however, on the 17th of September, 
made a forward movement, drove in the Auftrian out- 
pofts, and extended his line as far as Landfberg on the 
Leck. But general Frolig with a confiderable nuntber of 
Auftrians arrived on the rgth at Ifny, where he defeated, 
the right wing of Moreau’s army. 
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The Auftrians on the 20th took a pofition at Donain- 
wert, and their parties extended to Vim and Gemund. 
Under thefe circumftances, genera! Moreau perceived the 
neceflity of retreating. In the night of the 2oth he re- 
pafied the Leck at Augfburgh and Rain; and on the 22d 
his head quarters were at Weifonhom, and he direéted his 
retreat towards Ulm. On the 22d, fix French commifla- 
ries, and all the people belonging to the bread department, 
were upon the road leading from Ulm towards Stutgard. 
From feveral circumftances, the Auftrians learnt that he 
intended to crofs the Danube at Ulm, and retreat by Stut- 
gard and Conftat towards Kehl: they therefore took mea- 
fures to fruitraie his defign. Moreau, on the other hand, 
finding himfelf in this fituation, abandoned Ulm on the 
26th, and proceeded along the left bank of the Danube as 
far as Erbach, where he again croffed the river, and was 
{uppofed to direct his retreat towards the foreft towns. On 
the laft day of September he arrived near Buchau, where, 
early in the morning he was attacked by the Auftrians at 
all points. ‘The battle lafted the whole day ; but the event 
was fpoken of doubtfully. After this battle the French 
general continued his march towards the Rhine, without 
lofing any of his artillery or baggage. 

A part of the Auftrian army had in the mean time taken 
poft between the fource of the Necker and the Danube, by 
which the paffes of the Black Fore{t were more effectually 
covered; and their partics inceflantly haraffed the rear of 
the French. Prefled in this manner, general Moreau pers 
ceived the extreme danger to which his further retreat was 
expofed, and he refolved to rifk a general a€tion. 

With this view the left wing of his army crofled the Da- 
nube at Reidlingen on the 2d of October, and repaffed it at 
Murdurkingen, and turned and defeated the troops which 
La Tour had pofted between the Feder See and the river. 
"The general therefore was no fooner aflured of the fuccefs 
of his left wing, than he advanced to attack general La Tour 
in front; and the action was maintained during fix hours 
with the utmoft ebftinacy. At length the Auitrians were 
compelled to abandon their ground, and retreat behind the 
Rothambach. ‘Though the French on this occafion were 
a retreating army, they took five thoufand of their purfuers 
prifoners, and twenty pieces of cannon. 
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General Moreau, having thus far fucceeded in his de 
figns, recommenced his match on the sth of O@ober by 
the route of Stockach, and on the 8th he had his head 
quarters at that place. After fecuring the paflages over the 
Rhine, his army marched to Fribourg, and onthe 18th he 
had his head quarters at Furg. The Auftrians however did 
not long permit him to remain undifturbed. As the French 
appeared inclined to retain a pofition on the right fide of 
the Rhine, the archduke Charles attacked them on the 24th 
of O&ober in the formidable pofition of Schlingen, and 
defeated them with confiderable lofs. 

General Moreau, after this action, retired towards the 
Téte-de-pont, near Huningen, and on the 26th retreated 
acrofs the Rhine at that place. 

The Auftrians, after Moreau had effected this celebrated 
retreat, laid fiege to the fort of Kehl. Onthe morning of 
the 22d of November the French garrifon made a vigorous 
fortie, and forced the whole line of the befiegers, {piked 
their artillery, and took feven hundred prifoners, among 
whom were thirty officers. Much blood has fince been 
fhed at this place in feveral fubfequent attacks and forties 
with great lofs on both fides. 

The two legiflative councils have chiefly been occupied 
on the finances of the nation.—-Some proceedings of a dif- 
ferent character it will however be neceflary to notice. 

Pelet dela Lozere, on the 23d of September, in the coun- 
cil of five hundred, made a motion for peace, upon which 
the order of the day was called for. Boiffy d’Angias rofe 
on this occafion, and faid, that though he fupported the or- 
der of the day, he did not difapprove of the intention of 
Pelet. He thought that French liberty would triumph 
over all its enemies ; but it was of ufe to declare to the peo- 
ple, that the war into which they have been drawn was 
not a war of caprice, but a war of liberty. 

“Tt was of importance, he faid, to announce to all Europe 
the duplicity of Pitt, at the moment when he was foliciting 
new fubfidies and deceiving the people of Great Britain. 
That people were fincerely defirous of peace: but the art- 
ful minifter exclaimed, “‘ we muft continue the war, be- 
caufe the French do not with for peace, until they have 
deftroyed all the thrones of Europe.” Boifly d’Anglas con- 
cluded with obferving, that thefe were undoubtedly the 
political 
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political principles which had induced Pelet to make his 
motion; but as the difcuffion of the queftion might involve 
fome circumftancts injurious to the interefts of the repub- 
lic, he fhould move the order of the day, which paffed 
almoft unanimoufly. 

Baileul, on the 27th of September, in the council of five 
hundred, called the ferious attention of the council to the 
reiterated attempts of the confpirators. Their boldnefs and 
their impunity, he faid, were equally calculated to alarm, 
the good and peaceable citizens. He urged the neceflity of 
reprefiing faction inftantly, and therefore propofed to form 
a commiilion of five mesibers to revife the laws relative to 
the fuppreffion of feditious aflemblages, and the mode of 
profecuting and trying all thofe who attack the conftitu- 
tion and government. His propofal was adopted. 

The anniverfary féte of the foundation of the republic 
was celebrated in Paris on the 43d of September in the 
Champ-de-Mars, with rnucli appropriate fcenery and mag- 
nificence. 7 

Cambaceres, in the council of five hundred, on the roth 
of O&tober, made a report in the name of a fpecial commif- 
fion, on a meflage of the directory, in which he called on 
the legiflative body to fecure the return of peace, by a vi- 
gorous organization of the means proper for continuing the 
war. ©The French government,” faid he, “is defirous of a 
fincere, {peedy, and honourable péace. If the enemies of 
the republic act with franknefs and fincerity, tranquillity 
will foon be reftored to Europe. Her wants are mul- 
tiplied, it is true: but her refources are not exhaufted ; the 
has domains to alienate, and arrears torecover; fhe has no 
need of violent means; her territorial poffeflions are fufli- 
cient for her, and will enable her to meet both the war ex- 
penditure and the acquittal of the public debt.” He then 
prefented a feries of refolutions, ftating, ‘* That there fhould 
be a fund of 450,000,000 of livres in fpecie for the fervice 
of the fifth year of the republic, for the fixed expenfes ; and 
another fund of 550,000,000 alfo in fpecie, for the extraor- 
dinaries; that the fund for the fixed expenfes fhould be 
drawn from the produce of the contributions for the fifth 
year. ‘The funds for the extraordinaries fhould be drawn 
from the arrears of the contributions, and from the revenue 
of the national domains and forefts ; and to complete the 
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fhould be fold by auction, and the payment made, a tenth 
part in fpecie, four tenths in fchedules, and th¢’other five 
tenths in government debentures. 

Another refolution was, that the territorial contributions 
for the fifth year fhould be filled at 250,c00,000, to be taken 
from the departments; and the fumptuary contributions at 
50,000,000 ;—alfo, that the members of the central and mu- 
nicipal adminiftration fhould, as foon as poflible, proceed 
to the collection of the direct contributions. 

The executive directory on the roth of December ad- 

dreffed a mefiage to the council of five hundred, refpeéting 
the deranged ftate of the French finances ; purporting that 
the multiplied wants of the republic called imperioufly 
upon the legiflative body to difplay and employ all her re- 
fources; that every branch of the public fervice experi- 
enced the utmoft diftrefs ; the pay of the troops remaining 
unfettled; the defenders of the country fuffering all the 
horrors of want; the creditors of the ftate and contractors 
remaining unpaid ; and the adminiftration of the police un- 
able to reprefs the intrigues of the difaffected in every 
‘part of the republic. The directory, in this meflage, then 
pointed out the proper employment of the arrears due upon 
the laft fourth part of the fale of the national domains 
which had been fold in purfuance of the law of the 28th 
Ventofe, as the means of obtaining relief to the diftrefles 
of the republic. 
_ Dumolard, in the council of five hundred on the 2sth of 
December, obferved that it had long been the with of the 
council to make fome regulation for the re-eftablifhment of 
tnanners, and for the ceflation of abufes in the law of di- 
vorce; he moved that the committee for the claffification 
of the laws of divorce be defired to make their report as 
foon as poflible. A fpecial committee was alfo ordered to 
be appointed for the purpofe of examining whether it would 
tiot be prudent to fufpend all divorces on account of ins 
compatibility of temper. 

Danon, on the 2ift of December, in the name of a 
commiflion, read for the third time a plan upon the means 
of renewing, agreeably to the conftitution, one third of the 
members of the convention in the legiflature on the firt 
of Germinal. The plan was adopted; and the following 
ase fome of its principal difpofitions : 

t. There thail be elected, for the prefent year only, a 
third 
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third of deputies by the departments of Belgium, of Mont 
Blanc, and the other united countries. 

2. The divifion of the ci-devant Belgium into nine de 
partments fhall be proviforily maintained. 

3. A new general lift fhall determine the number of de- 
puties to be elefted annually by every department of the 
republic, in proportion to its population. 

4- To obtain, as the refult of the ballot, the effeétual 
maintenance of 83 ex-inembers of the convention in attivi- 
ty in the council of elders, and of 167 members in activity 
in the council of five hundred. 

Paftoret then reminded the council that the conftitution 
alfo required the renewal of one member of the direétory, 
and moved that a committee fhould devife the mode of do- , 
ing fo: and this was alfo agreed to. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

The four months which have elapfed fince our laft retro- 
{pect of public affairs, have been pregnant with political 
events of confiderable importance to the interefts of Great 
Britain.—The rife, progrefs, and diffolution. of a negoti- 
ation for a general peace—the evacuation of Corfica—the 
lofs of her naval fuperiority in the Mediterranean—the ad- 
dition of the kingdom of Spain to the catalogue of her 
foes—the augmentation of her national debt and tax- 
es, and the determination to profecute the prefent war till 
the French republic reftores the Netherlands to the émpe- 
ror,—are circumftances which certainly demand the moft 
ferious attention. 

On the 28th of September the firft: feflion of the new 
parliament commenced ; about a week was {pent in admini- 
ftering the neceffary oaths to the refpective members, and 
in choofing a fpeaker. Mr. Addington,’who filled that 
office during the laft parliament, was unanimoutfly re-ele- 
ed with flattering marks of efteem; and the choice was 
formally approved by his majefty. 

On the 6th of October the king camie to the houfe of 
lords, and, in a fpeech from the throne addrefled to both 
houfes, affured them, “ ‘That it gave him peculiar fatis- 
faction to recur to their advice, after the recent oppertu- 
nity which had lately been given of colle€ting the fenfe of 
his people, engaged in an arduous conteit for the prefer- 
vation of all that was moft dear;—that he had exerted 
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pene to Europe; that the fteps which he had taken for 

hat purpofe had at laft opened the way to an immediate 
and direct negotiation; that he fhould immediately fend 
a perfon to Paris with full powers to treat for peace; that 
the enemy had manifefted an intention of attempting a de- 
{cent upon thefe kingdoms ; that, in reviewing the events 
of the year, they muft have oblerved, that by the {kill and 
¢xertions of the navy, our extenfive and increafing com- 
merce had been protected almoft beyond example, while 
the fleets of the enemy were blocked up in their own ports; 
that the operations in the Eaft and Weft Indies had been 
both honourable and advantageous to the nation; that the 
fortune of war on the continent, from the perfevering 
exertions of his ally the emperor, and the good con- 
duét of his forces, had lately taken fuch a turn as might in- 
{pire a confidence that the final refult of the canipaign 
would prove more difaftrous to thé enemy than its com- 
mencement and progrefs for a time were favourable to 
their hopes; that the hoftile conduct of the court of Ma- 
drid had led to difcuflions of which he was not able to ac- 
quaint them with the refult.” He concluded by exprefling 
his reliance on the commons for fuch fupplies as they might 
think neceffary for the fervice of the year. 

Earl Bathurft in the upper houfe moved an addrefs to his 
majefty, and the motion was feconded by lord Offory. The 
noble mover called to the recolle€tion of their lordthips 
their former determination to rely upon the wifdom of the 
executive government, refpecting a continuation of the 
war, and deduced from that determination a confidence 
that all parties would concur in an addrefs of thanks to his 
majefty for his gracious intention of fetting on foot a ne- 
gotiation for peace. 

Earl Fitzwilliam affured the houfe, that, as he had been 
an advocate for the war at its commencenient, he conti« 
ed fo ftill, “‘ becaufe,” faid his lordfhip, “the war was 
undertaken to reftore order, to defend the civilifed ftates of 
Europe againft the dangers that threatened them, to pro- 
tect perfons and property from a fatal devaftation, and to 
fupprefs the teridency of innovating and pernicious doc- 
trines. On thefe principles their lordthips had engaged in, 
and on thefe principles they had fupported the war. The 
purport of the prefent addrefs, he faid, was therefore to 
acknowledge and approve that fyftem he had formerly re- 
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probated and oppofed ; for he defired any man to look back, 
and fay tHat the fame caufes that exifted then for the ne- 
ceflity of the war did not exift at prefent. Are you, faid 
he, prepared to releafe Mr. York again, with his inflaming 
doctrines? Are you prepared to bring back the gentlemen 
at Botany Bay? For thefe muft be done if you conclude a 
peace.” His lordfhip concluded by propofing an amendment. 

Earl Guildford faid that he fhould vote for the addrefs ; 
but defired to have it underftood that this vote was not to 
preclude any examination which he might be difpofed to 
enter into hereafter concerning the conduct of minifters, 
in wantonly plunging us into the horrors of war. 

In the lower houfe the addrefs was moved for by lord 
Morpeth, and feconded by fir William Lowther. 

Mr. Fox faid it was a matter fomewhat extraordinary 
that his majefty fhould be advifed, at the prefent moment, 
to adopt thofe pacific meafures which he (Mr. Fox) had fo 
ftrenuoufly urged to that houfe on forme: occafions. He ap- 
proved of every meafure which had been undertaken to bring 
about a negotiation for peace; but if thefe meafures were 
finally crowned with fuccefs, it was impoflible not to regret 
that they had not been adopted, before thoufands, and even 
millions, had perifhed in the fatal contett. 

He faid, that thofe who compofed the fpeech from the 
throne, had very carefully and very properly omitted the 
common-place diction, in which they had formerly in- 
dulged, refpecting civil fociety, polifhed ordet, and the. 
caufe of religion and morality. Mr. Fox alfo obferved, that 
he thought it fingular, that mention had not been made in 
the {peech, to whom the perfon going to Paris to negotiate 
was to apply; becaufe it had been his majefty’s ufwal prac- 
tice to be more explicit: for inftance, when a perfon was 
notified by him to go to the Hague on a fimilar bufinefs, 
it was generaily added, ‘* with full powers to treat.with 
their high mightinefles the States General of the United 
Provinces.”—Hence it might have been reafonably expeét- 
ed that a minifter would have been fent to the executive 
direCtory of the French republic.—He concluded by re- 
marking that he thought it necefiary to the welfare of the 
country that the conduct of the prefent minifters fhould be 
inquired into on a future occafion. 

Mr. Pitt went into his accuftomed detail of the great re- 
fources of the country, the profperity of its commerce, and 
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the extent of its exports. The addrefs to his majefty paffed, 
nemine contradicente. 

Mr. Hobart, on the 17th of October, brought up the re- 
port of the committee of fupply ;—that 120,000 feamen be 
voted for the fervice of the navy for the year 1497, includ- 
ing 20,000 marines; and alfo, that, towards defraying the 
expenfe thereof, 4]. per man per month be allowed, for 
thirteen months. 

On the 18th of October, the order of the day being read 
for taking into confideration that part of his majefty’s fpeech 
which related to the intention manifefted by the enemy to 
attempt a defcent on this country,— Mr. Pitt obferved, that 
the houfe had unanimoutly entered, at an early part of the 
fefhon, into an important refolution of following up that 
part of his majetly’s fpeech. He fhould therefore fubmit 
to the houfe fome propoftions relative to raifing men for 
augmenting the army and navy, raifing a fupplemental 
militia, and a body of irregular cavalry, for augmenting the 
internal force of the kingdom, in order to be enabled to re- 
pel any attack of the enemy. 

The aggregate of Mr. Pitt’s propofals on this occafion 
were, 

To raife 15,000 men, to be divided between the army 
and navy ; 

A fupplemental militia, confifting of 60,00¢c men ; 

A body of irregular cavalry, 2s near 20,000 men as pof- 
fible ; and, 

A corps of 700 men, expert in the ufe of fire-arms, con- 
fitting of game-keepers.———In all, 102,000 men. 

The chancellor of the exchequer concluded a long 
{peech, by propofing a bill to be brought in conformable to 
the feveral propofals he had juft made to the houfe. 

Mr. Sheridan faid that fome explanation ought to have 
been given of the actual neceility of thefe expenfive mea- 
fures propofed by the minifter. According to his ‘tate- 
ment, he obferved, the houfe was placed in an embarrafled 
fituation; for it was invited to impofe ferious and heavy bur- 
dens upon the people, and to detract from the induftry, and 
fufpend the labour of the poor, without any one oftenfible 
caufe, or folid proof whatever. 

Mr. Fox agreed with Mr.Sheridan that no proof what- 
foever had been adduced of the exiftence of any danger to 
this country from a fuppofed deicent of the enemy. Mr. 
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Fox made a Iong and energetic fpeech upon this occafioit, 
the general current of which went to prove that minifters 
were not afraid of an invafion; but that they augmentted 
the domeftic force of the country only that they might be 
‘enabled to detaeh a larger portion to purfue deftructive 
fchemes of conqueft. He contended that he was war- 
ranted in drawing this deduction from fome intimations to 
that purpofe thrown out by Mr. Dundas.—All the refolu- 
tions were at length agreed to by the committee. 

The houfe of commions, on the 21ft of Otober, having 
tefolved itfelf into a committee of fupply, the fecretary at 
war rofe, and ftated that the whole force of this country, 
confifting of the cormtmon diftribution of guards, garrifons, 
colonies and plantations, amounted to 195,674 men, the ex- 
penfe of which would amount to 5,190,006]. fo that it 
would appear that the expenfe of this year would not ex- 
ceed that of the preceding. The home army for the defence 
of the country amounted to 60,765 mene The army abroad 
amounted to 64,276. The militia was nearly the fame as 
laft year, with the difference of the city regiments. He 
concluded with moving, ‘ That there be employed for the 
land fervice of this year the number of 195,000 men.” 

The feveral refolutions were put feverally, and carried, 
nem. con. 

The following fums were voted. for the charge of 60,765 


effective men: ‘. 5. de 
For guards and garrifons -- 1,595,905 I oO 
For forces in the plantations — 1,411,23f I9 5 
For difference between Britifh and 
Trifh pay of forces abroad 40,098 9 9 
For contingencies for land forces —= 360,000 0 oO 
For charge of general and ftaff officers 94,195 14 0 
For recruiting regiments in India — 33,335 18 o 
For charge of embodied militia and 
fencible infantry -— 95%441 3 6 
For contingencies for ditto _ 210,000 0 Oo 
For cloathing for ditto ~ — 112,811 0 o 
For charge of fencible cavalry — 307,734 4 0 
For allowance to ditto  — — 95,000 0 oO 


The next bufinefs of importance which engaged the at- 
tention of the commons, was Mr. Pitt’s promifed motion 
relative to the funding of the navy and exchequer bills, 
which he made on the 28th of Q@ober. He prefaced his 

motion 




















Review of Public Affairs, 581 


motion with obferving that his propofal had for its objeét 
the removal of a large mafs of flaating debt from the mar- 
ket, which had fallen to a great difcount, and had confer 
quently produced much public injury, and much private 
inconvenience, He faid that the amount of the bills then 
in circulation would become, payable at different periods, 
according to the different times at which they were iflued ; 
but the fartheft periods of payment of any of the bills could 
not exceed fifteen months from the prefent time. The 
whole queftion, therefore, was, whether the navy and other 
bills, then outftanding, fhould be left a load upon the mare 
ket, to be paid only at thofe periods when they became 
due; or, whether it would not be more adyifable to pay 
them before that period, by offering to the holders fuch 
terms as might be beneficial tothem. He propofed to fund 
all the bills then in circulation, even down. to the lateft 
period. 

The amount of bills that had been iffued was little lefs 
than twelve millions. As he thought this fum would be 
too great for one fpecies of ftock, he propofed to give an 
option to the holders to fund them in any of the- three 
funds, 3, 4, or s*per cents; for this purpofe, he divided 
the holders into four claffes, according to the date of the 
bills held by them; and ftated, that the holders of the navy 
bills fhould have their option of any of the three kinds of 
ftock, at a certain abatement on the prefent prices, accord- 
ing to the time of the iffuing of their bills. For example, 
the firft clafs, comprehending the months of Oétober, 
November, and December, 1795, fhould have an abatement 
of 2 percent. on the prefent price,.if they chofe to fund 
their bills in the 3 per cents; of 3 per cent. if they funded 
in the 4 per cents; or an abatement of 4 per cent. if they 
funded in the 5 per cents; and fo in proportion forthe other 
claffes, the abatement diminifhing according as their bills 
diminifhed in time. 

In addition to this aggregate of navy bills, there were 
outftanding exchequer bills to the amount nearly of two 
millions and a half; thefe were to become payable in July ; 
he propofed, therefore, tofund-them in nearly the fame 
Joans as the navy bills, viz. 

1} per cent. abatement in the 3 per cents, 

24 per cent. in the 4 per cents. 

3: per cent, in the 5 per cents. 

Rr 32 
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He concluded with moving, That his Majefty be enabled 
to fatisfy all the bills payable in the navy, viétualling, and 
tranfport fervice to the 27th of October, 1796.” 

Mr. Fox and Mr. Hufley ftrongly contended that the 
plan propofed by the chancellor of the exchequer was la- 
‘wifhing the public money, and augmenting the national 
debt in an unprecedented manner. Mr. Fox clearly proved 
that the holders of navy and exchequer bills, by this fyflem, 
would receive at the rate of 103]. intereft per cent..per an- 
num for their money! He urged that the comniittee cught 
to have a detailed account of the neceflity that exifted, be- 
fore they voluntarily added 2 per cent. interelt on fo great 
a fum as fifteen millions to the burdens of the nation. The 
refolutions however were read and agreed to. 

The houfe, on the 31ft of O€tober, went into a commit- 
tee again on the fame bufinefs. ‘They divided on pafling 
the firft refolution ; ayes 208, noes 48. The other refolu- 
tions alfo pafied. 

On account of the uncertainty of the iffue of the nego- 
tiation for peace, and to gain time while the propofals for a 
joan were circulating among the monied men, the minifler 
obtained an adjournment of the two houfes till the 28th of 
November. 

The firft bufinefs of importance which engaged the at- 
tention of the houfe after this fhort adjournment, was the 
budget of the minifter. 

On the 7th of December, the houfe having refolved itfelf 
into a committee of ways and means, Mr. Pitt, after fome 
preliminary obfervations, ftated the fupplies neceffary for 
the year, the mode of their application, and the fources 
whence they were to be drawn. 

The firft great article was the navy; for this the charge 
for 1797 would be - - - £7,661,000 

Vote of credit - - - 3,000,000 

For the army ordinaries and extraordinaries 10,913,000 

The ordnance - - 1,623,000 

Mifcellaneous fervices - - 378,000 

Deficiencies of land and malt - 350,000 

For liquidating the national debt - 200,000 

To eftablifh a provifion for any excefs in the 

article of navy extraordinaries - 

Thefe fums, together with fome other articles which the 

miniller 


} 25500,000 
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minifter ftated, made the whole fupplies of the year amount 
to ¥ . e r £27,647,000 

To meet this large expenditure, he propofed the follow- 
ing ways and means :— 


Loan - - - - 18,000,000 
Land and malt - - 2,75©,000 
Confolidated fund - - - 15275 ,000 
Surplus of grants - - 420,000 
Lottery - - - - 200,009 
Exchequer bills - - - 5 590,000 





Total of ways and means, £27,945,000 





Thefe ways and means made a furplus of 298,000l. be- 
yond the eftimated fupplies. On the loan and exchequer 
bills, Mr. Pitt faid it might be neceflary to obferve, that, on 
the former, the intereft was no more than 5]. 12s. 6d. per 
cent. fubjeét to further reduction, fhould the funds rife, as 
might be expected in cafe a peace took place. As to exche- 
quer bills, it was intended to ifflue them for three months 
only, and to receive them in payment of the loan, and alfo 
to make them bear an intereft of fomething more than 5 per 
cent. in order to get a proper divifional fraction of fo much 
per day. 

The excefs of the navy debt for which intereft was to be 
provided, was 8,250,o00l. from which four millions, for 
which provifion was made laft year, were to be deducted. 
‘There was alfo a charge of 140,000]. which had arifen from 
the withdrawing of the collateral fucceflion, and to make 
good which, the national faith was pledged. For thefe fe- 
veral fums the intereft would amount to 2,222,000l. but as 
the Eait India company had engaged to pay 112,000 till the 
expiration of their charter, the intereft to be provided for 
was thereby reduced to 2,110,000], 

‘The chancellor of the exchequer then entered upon the 
painful duty of enumerating the particular means by which 
this heavy burden might be borne. For this purpofe he pro- 
pofed to raife the fum of 2,132,000]. by the following new 
taxes : 

‘Tea, 19 percent. onthe prefent amount of fales £240,000 


Coffee - - - 30,000 
Auctions : : - 40,000 
Bricks - - “ - 36,000 


Brandy, 
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Brandy, rum, and Englifh fpirits -— 210,000 
Scotch ftills - - " 300,000 


Articles of cuftoms, including fugar at 2s. 6d. 
per cwt. pepper, oil, bar iron, &c. } 466,000 





Affeffed taxes > - - 290,000 
Stamp duty ~ tr - 30,000 
Duty on letters, ftage coaches, and parcels 370,000 
Inland navigation - - - 120,000 
Amount of the newduties £2,132,Q00 
The fum wantedis  - 2,1 10,000 
Surplus remaining - £22,000 





The chancellor of the exchequer next adverted to the 
fum of 1,200,000]. which had been fent to the emperor: he 
openly avowed that this money had been fent without tak- 

ing the cuftomary advice of parliament. He was convinced, 

he faid, of the efficacy this aid afforded, and that to have 
refufed it at that period, would have been to have loft all 
the advantages arifing from the co-operation of that valiant, 
faithful, and perfevering aily. He meant therefore to con- 
tinue that afliftance; for, with a view of making further 
advances to that ally, he had propofed three millions as a 
vote of credit. Mr. Pitt concluded by moving his firft re- 
folution. 

Mr. Grey rofe, and faid that he was forry that the houfe 
fhould be impofed upon by the falfe’ and’ deceitful ftate- 
ments of the chancellor of the exchequer. Among them 
was the amount of the exports, of which coffee made a 
fifth. Six millions were fet down as the value of the arti- 
cle exported, while the quantity imported was only two or 
three.’ He then proved the inaccuracy of Mr. Pitt’s calcu- 
Jations, by fhowing that the expenfes always exceeded the 
eitimates,—adverted to the deficiency of the revenue,—and 
concluded by faying, that the papers on the table gave 
notice of the approach of this country to ruin, notwith- 
itanding the fymptoms of profperity urged by the mi- 
nifter. 

After a few words of explanation between Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Fox faid that he could not permit fuch de- 
lulive ftatements to pafs without obfervation. It was idle for 
Englifimea to to boaft of a free conflitution. The prefent fyftem 

é virtually 
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virtually included the abolition of the houfe of commons, 
and the creation of a dictator, who, during the war, was to 
levy and {pend money at his difcretion. Mr. Fox adverted to 
the fums fent to the emperor without confent of parliament, 
If this be the fyftem, faid he, the conftitution is not worth 
fighting for. In the prefent inftance, parliament has nei- 
ther known the expenfe, nor been confulted concerning the 
principle ; and the minifter deferves to be impeached for 
difpofing of the public money, without authority from the 
legal guardians of the public purfe. He has aggravated his 
offence by omitting to difclofe it on the firit day of the 
fefions, and by with-holding the army extraordinaries till 
the day before the budget. Mr. Fox then pointed out the 
uniform errors of the minifter in calculating the force and 
finances of France, and lamented that the everlafting mif- 
takes of one man fhould coft the country 150 millions of 
money, and rivers of blood. By the operations of this day, 
Mr. Fox added, the national debt would be increafed te 
400 millions ; he concluded by obferving, that thele topics 
fhould be difcufled more at large on a future occafion. 

The refolutions moved by the chancellor of the exche- 
quer were then put and carried, and the report ordered ta 
be received next day. 

- On the 8th of December, Mr. Hobart brought up the 
report of the ways and means, and moved that the refolu- 
tions be read a fecond time. 

Mr. Fox rofe, and faid that what he meant to advert toa 
upon this occafion, was the degraded fituation of the houfe 
with refpect to the executive power. A fervant of the crown, 
in contempt of law, had fent 1,200,000l. to Germany ; 
and till the houfe had folemnly pronounced on the minif- 
ter’s conduét, he fhould deem himfelf a traitor to his coun- 
try if he agreed to vote either a man or a “egg In the 
cafe in queftion, minifters had been guilty of a dire& 
breach of the conftitution. They had difpoled of the mo- 
ney, not only without convening the parliament, but without 
¢onfulting it while actually fitting. Payments had been 
made fo late as November 1796: and all this had been done, 
as if to fhow that the power refided in the fervants of the 
crown. 

Mr. Fox obferved another circumftance not lefs fingular, 
namely, that the houfe had yefterday been acquainted for the 
firft time with the Spanith war, although it had been pub- 
licly intimated by the lord lieutenant of Ireland, though no- 
tice of granting letters of marque had appeared in the ga~ 
zette, and though the newfpapers were tull of reports to 
that effect. ne 
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Mr. Fox concluded with obferving, that he fhould oppofe. 
the fecond reading of the refolutions, and, if fupported, 
would pledge himfelf to bring forward a motion chargitg 
the minifter with * a high crime and mifdemeanor.’ 

The conduct of the chancellor of the exchequer in fend- 
ing money to the emperor was defended by feveral mem- 
bers of adminiftration, and as ftrenuoufly oppofed by the 
other fide of the houfe. A divifion then took place; for 
the refolution 164, againtt it 58. 

On December the 12th, Mr. fecretary Dundas brought 
down a meflage from his majefty to the commons, purport- 
ing, “that all the endeavours of his majefty to preferve 
peace with Spain had been rendered ineffectual by an 
abrupt and unprovoked declaration of war by the catholic 
king.” ‘ 

Mr. Dundas, by his majefty’s command, on the, 13th of 
December, laid before the houfe the Spanifh declaration of 
war, and an anfwer to the allegations it contained. Upon 
this, an addrefs to his majefly was moved for and carried. 

Mr. Fox, on the 14th of December, rofe to make his proe 
mifed motion relative to the money fent to the emperor. 
He had no hefitation in faying that the conftitution had 
been grofsly violated; nor fhould he have any difficulty in 
proving that the benefits ariling from a form of government 
which gives the management of the public purfe to parlia- 
ment, are greater than thole experienced under defpotic 
authority {his general principle might afford inftances of 
inconvenience to the executive power ; and it muft be ad- 
mitted alfo, taat in an citimate it was impoflible to forefee 
all poffible expenfes. “lo make good any deficiencies, a 
vote of credit was granted to the minifler; but in no cafe 
was he permitted to appropriate money to particular pure 
pofes without the confent of parliament. Mr. Fox fup- 
ported his potition by producing feveral citations from the 
* Precedents of Proceedings in Parliament by the Clerk 
of the Houfe of Commons.” He faid, if parliament con- 

ented to fanct'on fuch proceedings, their privileges would 

become a ridiculous mockery. ‘The prefent attack on 
tiethn he confidered ss more dangerous than any ever 
made before; and if it fhould be approved of by the 
vote of that night, he declared that we fhould have no 
conititution at all. Never did the crown exercife its au- 
thority againit the rights of the people more effectually 
than during the laft two years. It had created new crimes 
and new treafons, abridged the liberty of the fubje@, and 
anitituted a military power at which our anceftors would 
have fhuddered. If, in addition to this, the minifter were 
= empowered 
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empowered to difpofe of the public money without the con- 
fent of parliament, where was the {malleft fafeguard for the 
conttitution ? It remained for the houfe to declare their 
opinion on the merits of the prefent cafe. What that would 
be, he knew not; but he would repeat again, that if the 
minifter’s conduét was pafled over, the con/litution was 
loft. 

Mr. Fox then made his motion to the following effe& : 
“ That his majelty’s minifters, having authorifed and d- 
rected, at different times, without the confent, and during 
the fitting of parliament, the iffue of various fums of mo- 
ney for the fervice of his imperial majefty, and alfo for the 
fervice of the army under the prince of Conde, have acted 
contrary to their duty, and to the truft repofed in them, 
and have thereby violated the conititutional privileges of 
this houfe.”’ 

This motion was feconded by Mr. Alderman Combe. 

The chancellor of the exchequer, in a fpeech of confider- 
able length, defended his conduct in the prefent bufinels ; 
contended that the vote of credit covered every expenditure 
for every aflignable purpofe, even to perfons not previoufly 
named ; but he admitted the refponfibility of miuifters, and 
acknowledged their culpability in cafe of their concealing 
a forefeen emergency from parliament when it could be di- 
vulged with fafety. But he contended, that, in the prefent 
inftance, that publicity would have had a pernicious effect 
upon public credit. Such, he faid, was the opinion of pub- 
lic men in the city, and of the direétors of the bank. Mr. 
Pitt then took fhelter under'a number of precedents which 
had occurred fince the beginning of the century, and 
which, he contended, were applicable to the cafes then 
before the houfe. 

He was ftrongly fupported by the minifterial fide of the 
houfe ; and Mr. Fox’s motion was negatived by a great 
majority. 

General Fitzpatrick, on the 16th of December, made a 
laudable effort to. procure the releafe of the unfortunate 
M. de la Fayette. He moved in the commons, “ ‘That an 
humble addrefs be prefented to his majefty, reprefenting 
that the detention of M. de la Fayette and his fellow- fuf- 
ferers in the prifon of the emperor is injurious to the cha- 
racter of the allies, and to the interefts of humanity 5 and 
entreating his majefty to take fuch meafures for procuring 
their releafe, as to his royal wifdom may feem fit.” ‘The 
general aflerted in the courfe of a pathetic fpeech, in which 
he defcribed the hardthips the prifoners in queftion had fuf- 
fered, that when the wife of M. de la Fayette, with the for- 
titude 
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titude of a Roman matron, had obtained an audience of the 
emperor, he gave her ange to fee her hufband; “* but 


with refpeét to his delivery, faid he, my hands are bound.” 
Of the emperor’s making this anfwer, he had the beft evi- 
dence the cafe would admit of,—the hand-writing of that 
lady. ; 

The obfervations made on this occafion by the minifterial 
members clearly implied that the detention of M. de la 
Fayette was caufed by the part he had taken in the Ameri- 
¢an as well as in the French revolution. ‘The motion was 
therefore negatived by a great majority. 

The chancellor of the exchequer, on the 17th of Decem- 
ber, introduced to the commons a meflage from his majef- 
ty, purporting the importance and advantage to the caufe of 
the allies, which would arife from empowering his majefty 
to continue fuch temporary advances for the fervice of the 
emperor as might enable him to profecute his military ope- 
sations with vigour and effeci at an early period. On the 
39th of December this meflage was taken into confideration, 
when the minifter moved the addrefs. This introduced a 
Jong debate, in which both fides of the houfe followed 
nearly the fame track of argument as before, for and again{t 
remitting fuch yaft fums of money from this country to 
she emperor. 

The addrefs being carried without a divifion, Mr. Pitt, 
the fame day, in a committee of fupply, moved “ That a 
fum not exceeding 500,000]. fhould be granted to his ma- 
jefly, to be remitted from time to time to his imperial ma- 
jelly 3” and the motion was agreed to. 

‘Lhe committee of the houfe of commons upon the South- 
wark election, on the 20th of December, decided upon the 
petition of Mr. Tierney againft Mr. Thelluffon’s eligibility 
to become a reprefentative in pasliament after he had been 
found guilty of corruption by a former committee. By this 
decifion, this great conftitutional point is eftablifhed, “ ‘That’ 
any member having been convicted of treating the voters 
after the tefte of the writ, is ineligible.” 

The houfe were for feveral days engaged in forwarding 
the bills before them: and nothing of importance occurred 
sill the a6th of December; when Mr. iecretary Dundas 
prefented a meflage from his majefty, importing ‘That his 
majefty, with great concern, acquainted the commons that 
his earneft endeavours to effeét the reftoration of peace had 
been unhappily fruftrated, and that the — in which 
he had been engaged had been abruptly broken off by the 


peremptory refufal of the French government to treat, ex- 
cept upon a bafis evidently inadmifhible, and by their hav- 
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ing, in confequence, required his majefty’s plenipotentiary 
to quit Paris within forty-eight hours,” &c. © 

This meflage was taken into confideration on the 30th of 
December. 

Mr. Pitt entered into a long hiftorical detail of the rife 
and progrefs of the negotiation for peace, animadverting, a3 
he proceeded through every ftage of it, upon the conduct of 
the French direGtory. He noticed their captious demand 
to fign the credentials, and their peremptory mandate for 
the departure of lord Malmefbury, when they ought to have 
renewed the difcuflion, with a view of explaining away dif- 
cordances of opinion, and foftening down extravagant de- 
mands. Their requifition for an ultimatum was, he faidy 
calculated to preclude all negotiation. He concluded by 
moving the addrefs, which was a mere reverberation of the 
meflage. 

The oppofition fide of the houfe ftrongly urged the fatal 
confequences which might enfue to this country by carrying 
on the war until the emperor had recovered Belgium from 
the French. They pointed out, with great ability, the mii- 
condué of his majefty’s minifters in not embracing the many 
favourable opportunities which had formerly offered of 
making an advantageous peace with France, particularly at 
the time when the emperor was in poflefion of Belgium, 
and before he had loft his dominions in Italy, and while the 
chain of the grand alliance was entire, which was now 
broken by the feceflion of the major part of its members. 
They added that an unjuftifiable interference on the part of 
his majefty’s minifters, in attempting to eftablifh a form of 
government in France contrary to the will of the people, 
had been the grand fource whence all the paft calamities of 
Europe, proceeding from the war, might be faid to flow. 

Mr. Fox moved an amendment to the addrefs, upon 
which the houfe divided,—ayes 37, noes 212. The houte 
then adjourned to the 14th of February next. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, from the prevailing difcontents in 
the ifland of Corfica, and from the diminution which 
the Britifh power had fuffered in the Mediterranean by 
the fhutting of almoft all the Italian ports againit the 
Englith, was ordered by the adminiftration to evacuate 
Corfica. Accordingly, the viceroy, with all the troops 
he coukl bring away, took refuge in Porto-Ferrajo in 
the month of O&ober. The French immediately entered 
upon the ifland, and took Baftia, with 8 or goo prifon- 
ers, moft of whom were of Dillon’s regiment, confift- 
ing principally of emigrants, whom the Englifh governor 
was unable to bring away in time. The Englifh, how- 
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ever, were in fome meafure compenfated for this difaf- 
ter by their fuccefs in repelling an attack upon the Cape 
of Good Hope bythe Dutch. It mutt be within the recol- 
lection of moft of our readers, that in the fpring of this year 
a fleet failed from Holland, and eluded the vigilance of the 
Englifh cruifers ; a part of that fleet arrived, in the month of 
Auguft, near Saldanah bay, with a defign of re-taking the 
Cape. Upon receiving intelligence of the enemy being on 
the coaft, the commander of the Englifh forces, major-gene- 
ral Craig, made preparations for repelling them. At that 
time vice-admiral fir George Elphinftone was ftationed in 
thofe feas with a fuperior naval force ; and, upon hearing of 
the arrival of the Dutch, he fet fail, and foon arrived in Sal- 
danah bay, and fortunately blocked up the Batavian fleet, 
the admiral of which was almott inftantaneoully obliged to 
furrender, with the fhips under his command, confifting of 
three fhips of the line, and five inferior veflels, having on 
board, in feamen and troops, 1972 men. 

By the account which the Dutch admiral, Lucas, after- 

wards tranfmitted to the Batavian convention, of this difaf- 
ter, many of the men on board were much inclined in fa- 
vour of the Orange party, and were nearly in a ftate of mu- 
tiny. 
‘Lhe Britith navy, fince our laft Appendix, has not been 
engaged in any affair of magnitude : but particular fhips and 
fqguadrons have picked up feveral frigates and other fhips be- 
longing to the 'rench. We have, on the contrary, had the 
misfortune of lofing fome men of war by difafters at fea, 
viz. the old fhip Courageux, and the Bombay Cattle : many 
of the crew of the former were loft; but moft of the men on 
board the Bombay Caftle were faved. 

Notwithftanding the refpectable {tate of the naval force 
of Great Britain, “ while that of the French republic re- 
mained fhut up in their ports,” admiral Richery, with a 
French fquadron under his command, found means to elude 
the vigilance of our numerous fleets, and to pafs unnoticed 
to Newfoundland, where he captured feveral veflels, and 
did great damage to the property of the inhabitants in the 
Bay of Bulls, and afterwards returned to Breit in fafety. 


IRELAND. 


The lord lieutenant of Ireland opened the feffion of 
parliament on the 13th of October, with a {peech in terms 
exactly correfponding to that made by his majefty to the 
Englith parliament. 

The addrefs was moved by Mr. Wolfe, to which Mr. 


Grattan, in an elegant {fpeech, propofed’an amendment, 
the 
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the purport of which was to effeét the complete conceflion 
of the conftitutional privileges to the Roman Catholics: 
but this amendment was ftrongly oppofed by the minifterial 
fide of the houfe ; and the original addrefs was carried by 
149 againft 12. 

he attorney-general a few days afterwards brought in 
a bill relative to perfons charged with high treafon, and for 
fufpending the habeas corpus act in Ireland, which was 
mott ably oppofed by Mr. Grattan; but, notwithftanding 
the efforts of that gentleman and his friends, the bill in 
queition was hurried through the houfe in a fingle night, 
and pafled. 

About the end of the year, this kingdom was thrown 
into a ftate of alarm. A confiderable armament had been 
preparing for fome time at Breft; and on the 26th of 
December about feven fail of French thips, fome of them 
fhips of-the line, made their appearance in Bantry Bay. They 
did not however attempt a landing, prevented, as is fuppofed, 
by the tempeftuous weather. By accident, a lieutenant and 
a few other men were driven on fhore in a boat, and made 
prifoners. The lieutenant was brought to Dublin for exa- 
mination, and from thence to London for the fame purpofe. 
By what could be collected from this gentleman, and from 
other fources, it appeared that the Breft armament had 
beed really intended for the invafion of Ireland; that the 
ficet confitted of 17 fail of the line, with upwards of 30 fri- 
gates and tranfports, in three divifions, commanded by ad- 
miral De Galles; and that they had troops on board to the 
number of, from 20,000 to 25,000 men, under the com- 
mand of general Hoche. A more rath and ill-concerted 
enterprife was perhaps never attempted. Had they effedted 
a landing, they would have found not fewer than 200,090 
men in arms to oppofe them, in a country of which they were 
neceffarily ignorant. In this {tate they muft have immediate- 
ly furrendered prifoners of war, while their fhips muft have 
inevitably been blocked up and captured by a fuperior 
fleet. This cataftrophe was, however, prevented by the 
inclemency of the elements; and, before the end of Decem- 
ber, even the few fhips that appeared in the bay were 
forced out to fea by the violence of the ftorm. A few days 
afterwards intelligence arrived from Ireland, that feverat 
large French fhips were feen off the Shannon, but foon dif- 
appeared. ; 

Captain Lumfdaine, of his majefty’s fhip Polyphemus 
captured, and brought into the Cove of Cork, the French 
frigate La Fortune, of 44 guns. ‘The reit of the French 
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fleet, except two 74 gun fhips which ran on fhore reat 


Breft, have fince returned in fafety to the ports of Breft 
and Rochelle. 


RUSSIA. 


An event has lately happened to the Ruffian empire; 
which may probably be productive of confiderable political 
changes in its extenfive territories, if not in the general 
fyftem of Europe. Her iniperial majefty Catharine II. died 
on the evening of the f7th of November, and the grand 
duke Paul Petrowitfch immediately fucceeded to the throne. 

Of the late emprefs the beft panegyric would be filence ; 
but as we ftand in the fituation of periodical hiftorians, our 
readers will perhaps not be perfectly fatisfied without a 
fhort charaCter of one who has acted fo diftinguifhed a part 
on the political theatre. No mam has ever denied that fhe 
was pofleffed of talents: yet it will perhaps be found, that, 
like thofe of the German women in general, hers partook 
more of the principle of cunning than of wifdom; or at 
leaft it muft be allowed that fhe facrificed to her ambition 
and vanity the real interefts of the ftate. It was not an 
aceflion of territory that Ruffia wanted ; it was population, 
induftry, and the arts of civilifed life, all of which it is 
the direct confequence of the military fyftem to retard. 
Confidered as an individual, there was fcarcely any human 
vice from which this female monfter was exempt. She 
commenced her reign by an act which wonld have con- 
demned any perfon in a lefs eminent ftation to the moft 
ignominious death ; and yet whoever contemplates the de- 
teftable robbery committed on a neighbouring ftate; whofe 
only crime was its inability to refilt oppreflion,—and who- 
ever recollects the horrid maflacres of {fmail and Warfaw, 
and the mingled hypocrify and blafphemy of confecrating 
thefe actions in a religious fervice;—will be difpofed to re- 
gard her firft tranfgreflion as the leaft of her crimes. 

Various conjectures have been entertained refpecting the 
line of political conduct which the new emperor is likely to 
purfue. On fuch a topic; as on moft others, a fingle fac is 

erhaps worth a volume of difquifition—He has releafed 
from prifon the gallant Kofciufko, and has reftored to their 
country the banifhed patriots of Poland. The man who 
¢ommences his career with fo noble and fo liberal an aéty 
¢annot be in heart and inclination a defpot. 
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